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Professor R. 
Office of the Dean, 
Dalhousie Law School, 
Halifax, Nova 
B3H 4H9 

Dear Dean Macdonald: 

February 1, 1979 

I am the Prime Minister's 
to the Chinese Ambassador was signed on January 26 

and delivered Chinese Embassy in A copy 
is attached for your files. 

I know you will that his heavy 
schedule has Prime 
has had available in recent weeks for dealing his 
correspondence, and I you for your 
in be signed. 

Yours sincerely, 

Jacques S. Roy 
Cabinet 

(External Policy and Defence) 
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Ottawa 
K1 A OA3 
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PRIME MIN I STER· MIN I ST R 1: 
Ottawa, KlA OA2 

January 26, 1979 

Dear Mr. Wang: 

I have two purposes in writing to you. The 
first is to say that I have been following with 
considerable interest recent discussions between your 
Government and mine about ways in which educational 
exchanges between Canada and the People's ·Republic of 
China can be expanoed. We are most pleased 
have decided to send . some 500 stuoents to Canada for 
advanced academic training over the years. 
I can assure you that the Canadian Government will 
make every that your students are 
given the best training in their fields that Canada 
can offer. : 

His Excellency Wang Tung 
Ambassador of the People's Republic 

of China 
411-'-415 St. Andrew Street 

Ottawa, Ontario 
KlN 5H3 
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By the same token, I am sure that you are 
aware of the considerable interest which Canadians 
in a wide range of academic disciplines have in China 
itself and in the work being done by Chinese colleagues 
in their specialized fields. There have already been 
some very useful opportunities for Canadians to visit 
the People's Republic of China. It is my hope, however, 
that the arrival in Canada of a greatly increased 
number of scholars from the PRC may be paralleled by 
similar opportunities for those Canadians who wish to 
pursue their study and research in some depth in China. 
I would like to see this happen not only in the area 
of the study of China and Chinese language, but in the 
whole range of academic endeavour where I know we have 
much to learn from each other. 

As you are aware, the Secretary of State 
for External Affairs, Mr. Jamieson, during the 
discussion he had with your Foreign Minister in January 
1978, suggested a-procedure which would facilitate 
exchanges between our ·two countries in cases where 
these do not fall under our official exchange programme. 
I was happy to learn that Mr. Huang Hua responded 
favourably to this. Further suggestions will be put 
forward by the Department of External Affairs in Ottawa 
and by the Canadian Ambassador in Peking in the context 
of ongoing discussions about the means of encouraging 
a greater flow of students and researchers between 
Canada and China. 

My second purpose in writing is to introduce 
to you one such Canadian scholar who is well known 
to me and who is interested in pursuing just that 
type of study programme in China which I refer to above. 
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Professor R. St. J. Macdonald, Q.C., Dean of Dalhousie 
Law School in Halifax, Nova Scotia, is a prominent 
member of the legal profession and of the academic 
community in Canada. His area of specialization is 
international law. He has considerable international 
experience, as you will see from his curriculum vitae, 
which is attached for your easy reference, and has 
represented the Can adian Government at the United 
Nations and at several international conferences. 

Dean Macdonald proposes to spend five or 
six months in Peking in order to make contact with 
Chinese scholars and officials in the field of 
international law and organization. He would like to 
exchange views with your experts on current . issues in 
the rapidly developing field of international law and 
organization, and he would be prepared to undertake 
a series of lectures and seminars if that was thought 
to be useful from your point of view. Although Dean 

. Macdonald does not speak or read Mandarin, he is well 
versed in his subject and can communicate easily with 
scholars and officials in English ·or through an 
interpreter. He could travel to Peking as early as 
next October, although from his point of view the 
period from January to June 1980 would be even more 
convenient. He would travel to China as a private 
person and at his own expense, although he would of 
course welcome any assistance in that respect that the 
Chinese authorities could provide. He would be 
accompanied by his sister, Dr. Mairi Macdonald, a 
specialist in the field of adult education. 
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As our two countries continue to draw 
closer together, and as many problems in the domain 
of intcrnationc1l law concern us even more significantly 
than in the past, I believe that it would be 
advantageous if a as Dean Macdonald 
could spend a few months with your international lawyers 
in Peking, strengthening links that exist already and 
discussing issues on which we might work more . closely 
in the future. Following this visit, I would hope 
tha t it would in turn prove possible for Chinese 
schola:::-s and officials whose primary interest is in 
the field of public international law to visit Canada. 
De an Macdonald is in a position to assist with the 
detailed arrangements of such an exchange. 

As I have stated above, I believe that Dean 
Macdonald is eminently suited to undertake the type of 
visit which he plans to make. I believe too that his 
proposal is an excellent example of the kind of 
broa dening of academic contacts between Canadians 
Chinese which I described in the first part of my 
letter. I understand that ·Dean Macdonald-intends to 
contact you near 'future with additional details 
of his plans . £-0r China. 

and 

Yours sincerely, 
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12 Oct. 
Dear Ronald and Mairi, 

a quick note to say that when you 
come and until you have accommodations 
problems solved, you are quite welcome to stay here 
with me. I have 2 spare bedrooms at your disposal. 
I shall be taking vacation February 15-30, but will 
be at in plenty to welcome you to Peking. 

I live next to the Friendship Store, and 
near "downtown" where the shopping 
areas, etc . Tlmre is a cook and maid in the flat, so 
it is really no problem having house guests. 

As for Mairi's project, I hope things are 
working out. There has been in fact 2 other projects 
submitted to us along similar lines~ 

I enclose a xerox copy of a recent Xin 
Hua News item - thought Ronald might be interested. 

Cheerio . Do let us know ii we can be of 
help. / A 

MaryS: 



THE EMBASSY OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA IN CANADA 

415 ST . ANDRE W STREET , OTTAWA KIN 5H3 
TELEPHONE ( 613 > 234-4721 

P .O. BOX 8935 
NEW TERMINAL . ALTA VISTA, OTTAWA 
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7th March 1979 

Hi s Excellency Wang Tung 
Amb as sador of t h e People's Republic 

of China 
411-415 St . Andrew Street 

KlN SH5 

De ar Ambassador Wang: 

On my return to Halifax, I wish to send you these few 
lines to thank you for the gracious reception which you 
extended to me yesterday morning and also to indicate 
my p leasure at the positive res ponse to the Prime Min-
ister ' s l e tter. It wa s d el ightful for me to h ave h ad 
an opportun i t y to mo et you pe rsonally a n d I a m d e eply 
honoure d to kn o w that t he visit wh ich has b een proposed 
is a cceptab le t o you an d to your Governmen t. I wi ll, 
as a gre e d,commun ic a. te wit h you a bo u t t he de tail s at a 
lat e r stage . 

With personal good wis h es, Excellency, I remain 

Yours sincerely, 

R. Q.C. 
Dean 

RStJM/hd 
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M. D. Copithorne, Qsq. 
Legal Advisor and Director General 
Legal Bureau, Departaent of External 

Affairs 
L. B. Pearson Building 
Ottawa, Ontario 
KlA. OG2 

Dear Maurice: 

30th March 1979 

~tany thanks for your's together with 
the excellent paper by Mr. Hugh L. Stephens. This is exactly 
the kind of th:1.ng I am looking for, and I graa.tful to you 
for including my name on your ailing am looking forward 
to studying Hr. Stephen's paper on the weekend. 

Pollowigg the cordial reception shown ffle by the Chinese 
Ambassador in Ottawa, and in line with his suggestion that I pro-
vido an outline of what I wish to do in Peking, I have 
written to Jerry Cohen and P.andy Edwards, both of whom have just 
returned from China, for guidance on (a) persons and places of 
interest to lawyers and, (b) topics on which I might 
undertake to off er or short lectures, if that was thought 
desirable from the Chinese point of view. I have also had a long 
conversation with Professor Bin Cheng, who spent t hree days with 
us week (he is now at the Air Law Institute and 
discovered from him that it would be wise to proceed slowly and 
cautiously. He thinks that March and April are favourable months. 

begins to look as if this visit will uterial-
ize, I would welcoae an opportunity to review with you over lwtch 
the pice of paper which will be fol'Wlll'ded to 
Could we do this next moath, perhaps! 

to Pearson College in Victoria on the week-
end, and then to service for Harold Lasswell in 
New Haven. As soon as I back in the Law School, I will, if I 
aay, ring through to yo11r secretary in order to fix an appointaent. 

Yours sincerely, 

R. Q.C. 
Dean 

RStJM/hd 



Professor R. Randle Edwards 
Columbia University 
School of Law 
435 West 116 St. 
New York 10027 
U. S. A. 

Dear Randy: 

1979 

Many thanks for my telephone call on March 21st 
last. and welcome back home. 

Pri me Minister Trudeau's letter seems to have done 
the triclc, because I have been told t hat I can go to Peking at 
anytime I wish . l>ut t hat I am t o make sugges t i ons as to where 
I wish to l ect ure and who I wish to see. It is in t his connec-
tion that I would va l ue your guidance and advi ce . 

Iy idea , as you know , i s to spend about three months 
in Peking in order to make contact with t he Chinese international 
law should I ask to s ee? Would i t be r easonable 
to request a 11base11 in the Faculty o f Law at Peking University? 
Could I become a sort of 11visiting professor" for a couple of 
months? I have offered to give lectures on subjects of inter-
est, if the subjects are within my area of competence. I have 
al so asked to go to Shm1ghai. 

\1!1at I need to kn.ow, and what I would deeply appreciate 
hearing about from you, are t he names of government departments 
and officials dealing with international law, and topics on 
which I might volunteer to lecture, and whether I could reason-
ably ask to be based at the university. TI1e topics I could 
deal with include: dispute settlement, commercial agreements, 
the law of the sea, and the revision of the Charter. Does this 
make sense to you. 

Finally, Randy, there is the question, "where is the 
action in international law in China" ? Is it at the uiiversity? 
The foreign Office? What is this Ins ti t ut a you mentioned? 

With personal good wishes, I remain 

Yours sincerely, 

R. Q.C. 
Dean 
RStJM/hd 



Professor Jerome A. Cohen 
c/o Coudart Brothers 
Alexander House 
20 Charter Road 
HONG KONG 

Professor Cohen: 

20th March 1979 

Prime Minister Trudeau's letter seems to have 
trick, because I have been told that I can go to Peking at any-
time I wish and that I am to make suggestions as to where I wish 
to lecture and who I wish to see. It isnin t his connection 
that I would value your guidnnco and advice. 

My i dea, as you is to spend about three montns 
in Peking in order to make contact with the Chinese international 
law community. Who should I ask to seo? Would it be reasonable 
to request a 11base1'in t he Facul ty of Law at Peki ng University? 
I have offered to give lectures on subjects of interest t o the 
C.'hinese , if t he subjects are withi n my area of competence. I 
have also asked t o go to Shanghai. 

I need to know, and what I would deeply appre-
ciate hearing f rom you about, are the precise names of govern-
msnt departments and officials dealing with international law, 
and precise topics on which I might volunteer to lecture. I 
have in mind: dispute settlement, commercial agreements , t he 
law of the sea, and the revision of the Charter. Does this 
make sense to you. 

I do apologize for breaking in on you with a request 
of this at this particular time, but t he truth is that 
you are about the only per!on who can advise me on thes e matters; 
and, in the I thought that you would •t mind if 
ltwrote as I have done. I am following your directions, as given 

in Halifax, in every detail. 

personal good wishes, I remain 

Yours sincerely, 

R. Q.C. 
Dean 
RStJM/hd 
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, Visa 

visitors to China should early 
through the Embassy of the People's Republic of China, 
415 St. Andrew Street, Ottawa, KlN 5H3 (telephone 
234-2 7 06) or the Consulate of the People's Repu.b lie 
of China, Georgia Towers Hotel, Suite 1908, 
1450 West Georgia Street, Vancouver, B.C. 

One should note that the Chinese do not normally grant 
individual tourist visas (other than for people of 
Chinese ancestry wishing to visit relatives). It is 
best to go as part of a delegation. 

Some Canadian travel agencies have experience in 
putting together a delegation, and may have an empty 
slot. Such agencies include: Travel Unlimited, 
166 E. Pender Street, Vancouver, B.C. V6A 1T4; 
Skyline Travel Service, 1148 East Georgia Street, 
Vancouver, B.C.; Waddel's World of Travel Ltd., 
1662 Avenue Road, Toronto, Ontario MSM 3Yl. 

It is advisable to apply for a new passport if your 
passport carries a Taiwan stamp. 

Travellers with official government delegations will 
have their visas looked after by the Department of 
External Affairs. 

Visas are granted within two weeks of application, 
normally~ for official government delegations. 

S~anizations 

Ch ina Int erna tiona1 T rave1 Service (Luxin s-he) - hand1es 
t'tour 1 s t'groups. 

Overseas Chinese Travel Service - for travellers of 
Chinese ancestry. 

Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries -
handles counterpart friendship groups. 

People's Institute for Foreign Affairs - handles retired 
and non-government (i.e. opposition) politicians and 
officials, some prestigious academics (particularly 
those with close government affiliation, as well as 
politicians from countries with which China has no 
relations. 



~ 2 -

u 

Official groups are sponsored by counterpart organ-
izations, ministries, bureaux, science, the Academy 
of Science, sports federations, etc. 

- While in China these organizations will be your hosts 
in every way and will in all cases be your channel to 
the Chinese authorities through the interpreters and 
guides which they will supply. 

Innoculations 

Travellers must have·a valid smallpox vaccination 
(i.e. must have been vaccinated within last 3 years). 

A cholera vaccination is required by the Hong Kong 
government. Immunization. A Guide for International 
Trave11ers is ava11ab1e through the Depar tment of 
National Health and Welfare which has information 
offices in most major Canadian cities. 

- WHEN PLANNING THEIR TRIP TRAVELLERS SHOULD REMEMBER 
THAT TO REACH CHINA ACROSS THE PACIFIC OCEAN IT IS 
NECESSARY TO CROSS THE INTERNATIONAL DATE LINE AND 
ONE FULL DAY IS LOST. 

Travellers Che~ Controls 

China~ Toronto-Dominion, American 
Express or First National City (Citibank) Travellers 
Cheques. Nost other British (i.e. Cooks,'Barclays) 
or American (Bank of America) travellers cheques are 
acceptable. 

At the border you will have to declare all your foreign 
currency holdings (you may not import or export Chinese 
currency), and each time you change money you will be 
given an Exchange Memo. You will need this to change 
your money back when you leave. 

- fluctuate with international currency 
market and so floats with the Canadian dollar. The 
rate usually hovers around US $1.00 = 2.00 RMB {or 
US $0.50 = 1 RMB). (Renminbi - people's currency is 
usually called a written'!I.:, in coloquial 
speech it is referred to as a~.) 



Travel To China 
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One may enter China through Shumchun on the Hong 
Kong border, or by air from Tokyo · into Peking or 
Shanghai. 

The only way to enter China from Hong Kong is by 
train. Canadian airlines (Canadian Pacific) fly to 
Hong Kong and to Tokyo, but as yet do not fly to 
either Shanghai or Peking. You may fly into Peking 
any day of the week except Saturday. 

Train from Hong Kong - arrange through China Travel 
Service (Luxingshe), Hong Kong, 77 Queens Road, 
Central Hong Kong (tel. 5-259121); China Travel Service 
(Kowloon), 27 Nathan Road, first floor, entrance on 
Peking Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong (tel. 3-664127). 

It is most advisable to stop atle_ast_ overnight at 
either Tokyo or Hong Kong in order to overcome the 
"jet lag" caused by the trans-Pacific flight. 

Travel'l,.'ithin China 

Air 

Tickets will be bought by the guide or host organization. 

Passengers are limited to 33 lbs. (15 kg.) of checked 
luggage and~ for being overweight. 
There are daily flights between Kwangchow (Canton), 
Shanghai and Peking. 

Service between smaller centres is less frequent and 
smaller aircraft are used. There are few flights at 
night or in inclement weather. This may oblige the 
host organization to reschedule flights and entails 
delays. 

Light meals served on longer flights; on shorter ones, 
gum, candy, dried fruits and tea are served. 

Peking - Shanghai 
Kwangchow (Canton) - Peking 
Kwang chow-Shanghai-Peking 

1½ hours 
3½ hours 

hours 
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First class passenger cars normally accommodate only 
32 persons. Accommodation designed for four people 
are usually shared by only two foreigners. In dining 
cars one may breakfast on Western food; other meals 
normally feature Chinese cuisine. 

Dining, conversation, even sleep, are frequently 
interrupted by loudspeaker announcements of stops, 
time, news reports, and interludes of revolutionary 
Peking Opera and martial music. Though one should 
diplomatically seek permission, it is often quite 
easy to turn off the.loudspeaker, particularly in the 
private "soft seat" compartments, where the switch 
is underneath the table. 

Stops are sometimes long enough to allow passengers 
to get off the train to stretch their legs and buy 
local delicacies from vendors at the station. This 
is generally discouraged, however, because the crowds 
interested in seeing foreigners are often so large 
that visitors might find it difficult to move around. 

Within a city, most groups travel on Chinese or 
Japanese-made tour buses, although local travel of 
some groups is by "Shanghai 
sedan '' , etc. 

,_ 

In major cities, most hotels that serve foreign visitors 
now have small fleets of taxis for hire. For a fixed 
hourly rate, drivers generally will wait while the 
visit goes about his business or sightseeing activities. 

Thin~ o u 

Instant Coffee 

Western liquor 

(In China coffee is rare and of 
questionable quality) 

(if you are so inclined). Good 
beer is available locally. 

Patent medicine (take your favourite cold or headache 
tablets and a diarrhea medicine) 

Colour film (not available in China 

Reading material, guidebooks 

Shortwave radio 

bring lots) 

see suggested list 



Customs 

Razors (battery or 220 V/50 AC); razor blades 

Feminine napkins, tampons 

Clothes shirts, blouses 
- rainwear 
- comfortable walking shoes, sandals 
- 1 suit, 1 evening dress (pantsuit 

optional) for formal banquets 

(winter) - sweaters 
- ~arm underwear 

coat, gloves, hat 

On arrival at the border post you will be ushered into 
a waiting room and asked to fill out forms declaring 
foreign currency, jewellery, watches, cameras, tape 
recorders, film and blank tapes carried in with you. 
You may bring in 2 cameras - still and movie (super 8) 
or two still cameras. There is no restriction on the 
amount of currency or film you may bring in (as long 
as it is within "reasonable" bounds). Customs 
officials are courteous and helpful. 

Behaviour 

Chinese tend to be rather formal at first; highly 
conscious of protocol and hierarchy. 

Cheerfulness and warm cordiality will tend to let 
your hosts relax a little, so that by the end of your 
tour your relations may be on a much more informal 
level. 

Flirting, patting, and off-colour jokes must be avoided. 
Such behaviour will deeply shock the Chinese and will 
mar the visit. The handbook for foreign students 
states: "In China, relations between men and women 
are solemn and legitimate". 

In general, complex jokes are unlikely to be understood 
but Chinese are extremely fond of slapstick outside of 
the · most formal occasions. 

It is in your interest to maintain good relations with 
your guides and interpreters. They can be useful keys 
to China's culture and politics but their instructions 
need not be dogmatically followed. You~ walk 
around town and to arrange a meal in 
a restaurant. 



Communications ` 

Mail service into and out of China is good. There 
are post offices in most hotels from which letters 
and parcels may be sent (there is an inexpensive 
book rate). 

Overseas - letter 
- airletter 
- postcard 

- RMB) 
- 35 
- 43 fen 

Airmail normally takes about 6 days frou1 China to 
Canada, and a little longer the other way. 

Those who wish to receive mail while in China should 
make sure to include the full title of the delegation, 
c/o the host organization in China or c/o the Canadian 
Embassy in Peking. Remember to address letters 
correctly to ~ublic of China. 

Use of Chinese characters for host organizations will 
facilitate delivery. 

Telephone service in China is good and overseas 
telephone calls (by satellite) are quite clear. To 
book an overseas call ask for the English language 
overseas operator. Calls can usually be put through 
promptly. Remember the time difference (note - all 
of China is in one time zone). China - 14 hours ahead 
of EST. 

Telegrams 

In some cases phoning Canada may be cheaper than 
cabling. 

Telegrams cost~ 1.40 (yuan) a word with a 21 word 
minimum. 

Nightletter !t 0.75 per word. 

Media 

I f you a r e an x i o u s t o h e a r,.: o r 1 cl n e w s w h i 1 e y o u a r e 
there take a short wave radio. BP,C World Service and 
the Voice of America can be heard in most regions of 
China as well as other western stations. The only 
other source of foreign news is the English and French 
summaries of foreign press agency reports compiled by 
the Chinese. Available daily in Peking but with a 
delay of some days in other cities (sometimes impossible 
to obtain altogether). 



Dress ,' ,' 

Dress comfortably, . not ostentatiously: Men may never 
need to wear a tie in China, nor will women need to 
wear evening dresses, although they may wish to do so 
at formal banquets. 

As Chinese curiosity can be unnerving it is best to 
minimize provocation. 

Dress conservatively as far as colour is concerned. 
You may not wish to look like a Christmas tree. 

Do not dress too revealing; avoid miniskirts and shorts 
or skimpy T-shirts. But it is quite permissible to 
wear skirts especially in summer. 

For winter carry sweaters that you can wear under a 
jacket. Not all rooms are heated, and Chinese custom 
is to increase the layers of clothing as the weather 
gets colder. 

Electric Current 

220 volts - 50 cycles 

Sockets may vary from international standard; adaptors 
for these are available in hotels - transformers are 
not. 

Inter_£reters 

Remember to speak clearly and slowly (sentence by 
sentence) if you wish to be interpreted efficiently. 

When preparing lectures figure that it will take 
1 hour for what would normally be a 20-minute lecture. 

Etiquette provides that the host organization in each 
city provides its own interpreter, these may not be up 
to the standard of the interpreters of the national 
organization, who are generally quite good. 

Vis it s 

No matter what your official business it is almost 
inevitable that while in China you will be taken to 
visit schools, factories, nursery schools and Communes. 
Plain tourism is always an important component of any 
visit to China. 



- Here, the procedure is usually a "brief introduction" 
and tea, followed by a tour of the facilities. The 
same procedure applies to official government visits. 
Often there will be a question and answer session 
following the tour. 

The 11brief introduction" is always an overview of the 
current political situation, followed by an accounting 
of the progress made since 1949, often with statistics. 

may wish to thank your hosts as you leave. (Your 

Climate 

cue for this will be a statement by your host about 
how grateful they were to receive you.) 

To gain the most out of a question and answer session 
it might be better to prepare your questions before-
hand, asking only the questions you feel are important 
and have a good chance of getting answered. 

China's climate ranges from temperate and continental 
in the North and Northeast to sub-tropical in the 
South. When preparing your wardrobe have your itinerary 
as well as the season in mind. 

Northeast - at Harbin in the North there is a climate 
not unlike that of Winnipeg with a median temperature 
of -18°c in winter and 21°c in summer with about 1s0c 
in spring and fall (no snow). 

North China - Peking has a very dry and cold winter, 
a dusty and windy spring, a hot, humid and sometimes 
rainy summer, and cool and fine autumn. 
Temperatures average -7°C in winter and 27°c in summer 
and 17°C in the fall. 

Central China - Wuhan has a damp and cool winter and 
an extremely hot summer. Winter temperatures average 

and summer temperatures average 32°c. Spring and 
fall are pleasant at 21°c. 

East China - Shanghai has a cool, damp winter 
and a hot summer (32°c), and a warm 

fall and spring (21°C). 

South China - Kwangchow (Canton) - a sub-tropical 
~inters are damp and may be chilly at 15°c 
(no heating), summers are hot at 32°C, while spring 
and fall are still very warm. 
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Photo~ 

Chinese black-and-white film (ASA 100, 135 or 120) 
of reasonable quality and price is widely available 
(although not always ready wound in cassettes). 
Colour film either slide or print is not generally 
available. The Chinese will process Fuji, Agfa and 
Kodachrome colour slide films, but you may prefer to 
send/take these out for processing, which usually 
do not pose a problem. (The Chinese do reserve the 
right to prevent exposed film and/or tape cassettes 
from leaving the country under special circumstances. 

Colour photographs of your hosts will be very 
gratefully accepted. 

Photographing in railway stations, airports and off 
airplanes, and from certain bridges ~den, 
but photograph;i.ng most tourist sites is allowed. 

Before taking pictures of people or of street scenes 
it is best to ask permission of your guide or of your 
subject. When in doubt, always check with your guide. 

Polaroid prints are fascinating to the Chinese. 

TaPe-recording 

before tape-recording speeches 
or lectures. 

Entertainment 

- More than likely you will be treated to some kind of 
evening entertainment in each city you visit. This 
may be a sports match, an acrobatics show, modern 
revolutionary opera, ballet, puppet show, or variety 
show. All drama revolves around some political 
theme in today's China, but it need not be~' 
and the technical quality is often very good. However, 
villains and heros are always very clearly defined, 
as in Peking Opera. 

Some Books to Read 

- Y o u m i g h t w i s h t o r e a d Ru t h L o r M a 11 o y's ~G_u_i d e 
~. William Morrow · & 
Co. Inc. (New York; 19 7 5). Ms Malloy is a Canadian 
and her book contains all the general information a 
tourist should know about travelling in China, and 
is written in a light, witty style. This book is best 
to read before you go to China. 



There are many excellent books about China you might 
like to read now or take with you. Here are just a 
few: 

William Hinton's~ (available in paperback). 
Takes you to a village in North China in the late 
4 0's and g iv es an ex c e 11 en t w o r _m's - eye view of the 
Chinese revolution. 

Stuart Schram's (in Penguin paper-
back) is a collection of unofficial versions of 
some of Mao's speeches published during the Cultural 
Revolution, in a very readable volume which captures 
Mao's with as well. as his political style. 

David & Nancy Milton's The Windwi_l_,l___!t_oJ:,_S_ubside. 
The Cultural Revolution viewed by two Americans 
who were in Peking at that time, and gives a picture 
of the passions which have ruled China's recent past. 

Jan Myrdal's~ shows a 
remote and rural China, with many of personalities 
in it from a village in North Shensi in 1960. 

Ross Terrill's Flowers on an Iron Tree, Atlantic 
Monthly Press 1975, is a readable look at five 
cities in China - many of which you will probably 
visit in China. Mr. Terrill gives not only a 
description of each city but distills its essence 
and importance to China as a whole, giving a 
capsule history of modern China along the way. 

Han Su-yin's the ~led Tree. 

None of these books is an academic treatise, and all 
were chosen as possible pillow companions for your trip. 
Those who want a more complete bibliography can find 
one appended. Those who wish a more complete guide to 
China should buy or borrow~~ 
to China, a book truly encyclopedic in its detail on 
China's history and places of interest (as well as its 
price). Somewhat outdated (not much revised since 
1965) it is still unexcelled and includes maps of every 
city you might possibly visit. 

(Od.ile Cail) contains much 
useful information for those who will be in Peking for 
more than a few days, including most of Peking's better 
restaurants. 



Eti9.uette and Protocol 

Hierarchy_ and Protocol 
.. 

Chinese have a strong sense of hierarchy. The leader 
of a delegation - and every delegation must have a 
designated leader - will travel in the lead car, with 
his counterpart, while other memb.ers will travel 
behind, either by .car or by bus. 

At dinners the delegation leader will sit with his 
counterpart host. 

Official delegations should provide the Chinese with 
a protocol order: Delegation leader(s) at the head 
followed by the rest in alphabetical order. 

Punctualit'i. 

Unlike some other Asian countries, punctual. 
You are also expected to be so. 

C1aPP ing 

You will generally be greeted by hand-clapping wherever 
you go. It is customary in China that one responds by 
clapping briefly in return. 

Criticism 

After a visit one will often be asked for "criticism 
and suggestions". Here you may be sincere if you wish, 
but try to be realistic and to the point. It is some-
times wiser to make a very brief point or no comment 
at all. 

TiPPing 

There is none in China. If you are particularly well 
disposed towards a staff member you may wish to give 
him/her a flag pin or some such similar souvenir. 

Ban.9.uets and feasts 

You will have at least one or two of these while in 
China (usually one in each city). Here there will be 
a speech by the host followed by many toasts - to 
friendship, to developing relations, to the health of 
the guests, of those present, etc. You will be 
expected to reply in kind. 
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Chinese are not heavy drinkers despite the ferocious 
power of some of their liquor (e.g. Mao-tai). You will 
notice that even during toasts they may not in fact be 
"emptying their glass" as in the meaning of the Chinese 
toast''~''. 

Chinese meals are made up of many different dishes and 
courses . and you are expected to taste a little of each 
one. Often your host will place food on for 
you. Plan for this and try not to fill yourself on the 
early courses. If you definitely do not want any more, 
place your hands over your bowl when your host tries to 
put some more on. 

Accommodation 

Hotel costs vary by city and type of accommodation but 
most hotels which serve foreign guests have certain 
similar amenities. The rooms are usually simple but 
functional, containing twin beds, a desk (equipped with 
stationery, pen and ink), an easy chair, a bureau, and 
a bathroom. Lighting is often poor. (One of the 
stron~est impressions of China can be the nightly gloom.) 
Each floor has a service counter where cigarettes and 
liquors can be obtained, refreshments and ice ordered, 
dining tables reserved, cables and messages received, 
and where you may leave your key while away. Laundry 
is picked up from the rooms and returned the next day; 
drycleaning takes a little longer. 

There is 
ionaries, 

Places 
hotels. 

to 

usually a store where 
souvenirs, postcards 

change money and send 

one 
and 

may 
toiletries. 

cables exist in most 

Each room has a flask of boiled drinking water (room 
t em p e r a t u re) and a th e rm o s f 1 a s k w h i c h c an. b e r e f i 11 e d 
by asking a service person. There is also a small tin 
of tea. (Sometimes also cigarettes and fruit.) 

Most hotels in North China (i.e. draw a line 
of and parallel to the Yangtze) have central 
or provide electric heaters. Extra blankets 
provided. 

just north 
heating 
are also 

There is no 
are usually 

air conditioning in 
equipped with fans. 

most hotels but rooms 



Dining 

There are TV lounges in most hotels, broadcast 
from about 7-11 p.m. each night; programmes consist 
of nev.'S (in the form of newsreels), and a cultural 
programme or film. 

Some hotels have radios (even SW) in the rooms. 

Accommodation is nearly always pre-arranged by Luxingsbe 
or the host organization. 

Most of your meals will be taken in hotel dining rooms. 
Here you may have western breakfasts but other meals 
will more often consist of Chinese food (cooked with 
western tastes in mind). 

Do not worry about not being able to use chopsticks. 
You may either use a spoon or ask for a fork, usually 
available in places serving foreigners. 

No visitor to China need worry about the quality of 
the cooking. 

Accommodation in various cities 

- - ~! o s t of f i c i a 1 d e 1 e g a t ions now s ta y in the new 
17-storey wing of the Peking Hotel. One of China's 
newest and most luxurious hotels (complete with push-
button curtains) located at the corner of Wangfujing 
and Changanjie just two blocks from Tiananmen, it · is in 
the heart of Peking's business and administrative 
centre, just outside the old imperial city. Rooms here 
are about $25.00 a day, two-room suite about $50.00. 
Service staff include many young students assigned 
for language practise. (You may find different floors 
have different language specialists, corresponding to 
national origins of the guests.) The older wing is 
staffed by many who have been there since it was under 
French management. The rooms are also considerably 
cheaper in this wing. 

Dining hall serves both western and chinese food. 

Other hotels accommodating foreigners: 

- (Hsin Chiao) - Southeast of Tiananmen in 
the old Legation Quarter; with a sixth floor dining 



hall with a panoramic view of Peking, serving 
Western food, and a ground floor dining hall serving 
Chinese food. Both restaurants are excellent. 

- Na tiona1it ies (Minzu Fandian), next to 
Nationalities Cultural Palace (one of architectural 
wonders of 1958) which include'fhe Great Hall of the 
People, Revolutionary Museum, Agricultural Exhibitlon 
National Gallery and Agricultural Exhibition. 

- in the old shopping area by that name, 
not far from the area for antiques, Liulichang. 

Hotel - just south of Capital Hospltal. 

Some of China's mos;,: hotels are the old 
foreign-owned ones, still completely preserved by the 
People's Government. 

~: VIP visitors often stay at the 
Hotel, away from the downtown (the old Cathay Mansions). 
Others stay at the Peace Hotel on the Bund (where you 
can have an excellent chocolate sundae on the top floor 
restaurant); the~, once the tallest 
building in China - on the other side of Soochow Creek; 
and the International Hotel. 

In (formerly Mukrlen), capit2.1. of Liaoning in 
the Northest (formerly Manchuria), the tourist hotel 
was once the 11ukde:!. R.ailwa~- Hotel, wit),_ wide corridors, 
high ceilings antl a marble lobby; an iateresting 
landmark. Among the relics of those days are billiard 
tables which have been preserved by a caretaker whose 
tenure also dates from the 1940's. VIP visitors are 
housed in a guest house Northeast of the city. 

Province) has one huge hotel near the 
shopping district (Renmin Daxia), built in a grotesque 
Stalinist-cum-traditional Chinese style, and another 
smaller guest house on the outskirts of town (The Sian 
Hotel). 

(Kiangsu) -- the Nanking Hotel is renowned for 
its quiet setting amidst a rose garden and its service. 
Some. of its rooms are air conditioned. 

Soocl_1_0_'1,,l_ - The Grand Hotel is also set in a garden just 
a few minutes walk from the Grand Canal. 



Water 

~· - has three hotels serving forl:,igners, all 
of ·which overlook the lake and are excelOlent spots 
for strolling, although they are at some distance 
from the centre of town. The food is excellent. 

(Canton) - most foreigners stay at the 
Tung fang Hotel - across from the complex housing 
the China Export Commodities Fair. Accommodates 
several thousand of those who come each year 
(April 15 - May 15) (October 15 - November 15) to the 
Canton Trade Fair. This hotel has a newer 11-storey 
structure and an older eight storey structure. The 
older section has a ~illiard room (eighth floor, old 
section), a dining room in each of the structures, 
shops, post offices, and a large bar, the "Purple 
Cockatoo". 

There is also a Kwangchow Fair Liaison Office to 
assist businessmen with their appointments. 

- Many people drink the water in the larger cities 
without ill effect. But for caution's sake boiled 
water . is provided in hotel rooms and hot (boiling) 
water is available almost everywhere. 

Medical Care 

- Medical care is provided in Chinese hospitals for those 
foreign guests who unexpectedly fall ill. You can 
expect to be treated well, according to Western medical 
practice, and can try Chinese medicine if appropriate 
and if you so wish. However, those with serious 
problems are usually encouraged to return home for 
treatment, an advice we usually concur with. 

In serious cases, it is advisable to contact the 
Canadian Embassy for assistance. 

Chinese do not have RH negative blood and do not stock 
it. Visitors with RH negative blood should be prepared 
to tell physicians should problems arise. 

- Given the climate in North China, colds and coughs are 
common in winter. · Visitors travelling at this time 
might wish to take favourite cold medicine and cough 
lozenges along. 

In summer especially, diarrhea is not infrequent, so 
take along a remedy suggested by your doctor. 



you are examin e d by a Chinese doctor - Chinese 
generally consider "high" blood pressure at a level 
considered normal in Canada - if you have had your blood 
pressure read recently you might want to jot it down for 
reference. 

ShoPP ing 

In most cities you will be taken to. 
a store reserved for foreigners selling export quality 
goods as well as antiques, carpets ano. jewellery. There 
are also special antique stores which sell various 
antiques and curios (none more than 200 years old). 
Make sure you keeP the red sea1 on th? item and your 

vith antiqu2s you have pl1.rchased, 
otherwise you will not be allowed to take them out of 
the country. In some cities you can also arr.;.nge for 
things to be shipped home. 

I-or simpler native crafts there are handicraft 
You might wan~ to wander about the streets and pick 
them out yourself, but make sure you have a mandarin 
speaker with you. Otherwise transactions might prove 
impossible. 

- have special shops for old books. 
P e k in g's i s on v.· h e r e mo s t o f t he a n t i q u e 
shops are, and Shanghai's is Ask your 
guide in each city to show you stores or 
fan shops. 

Some good buys: 

Rubbings are inexpensive and take up little space, 
and make excellent buys. 

Scro 11 s - usu a 11 y copies of paintings ·- _a -.r:. e in expensive 
but good copies of famous paintings o:r good originals 
are expensive. 

Silk - usually an excellent buy but you will need to 
have your guide with you to buy cotton, as this is 
rationed. 

Furs, fur hats - especially good buy . 

Porcelain - a good buy if you can find a way of 
shipping it home. 

NOTE: - You might want to check with Can'3.dian customs before 
you leave on your trip to determine what kind of goods you 
may bring back. A brochure entitled "I Declare" is 
available at all Canada Customs Houses. 



Extemai Affairs 
Canada 

Miaires exteneures 
Canada 

· -· NC}.1E/ NOM 

MARY SUN 
PCS T OFFICE BOX 
C :,SISR POSTAL 5 o O { PEKIN}, GENERAL POST OFFICE 

BUREAU DE POSTE CENTRAL 

Correspondence and Christmas greeting carc!s addressed to 
tne above-named person may be fonvarded through the facilities 
cf the D epartment of External Affairs provided the sender com-

with the following conditions. 

(a) C orr0spond Pnce must be written on lightwe ight airmail paper 
and enclosed in a lightweight airmail envelope, clearly 
addresse d, giving the full given names and surname of the 
a ddressee, to the address indicated above. 

( b) Th e envel ope must bear s uffici en t postage to cover tran s -
mi ssion to Ottawa. 

(c) Sender's name,md return address must appear in the upper 
left -Land co ;ner of the en veiope. 

( d) Except for th<> five letter .::c ronym fol!o '.vi:-,g P . O. Box 
no mention o f the foreign destinat;.0n should r.ppear on the 
envelope. 

(e) With the exception of imp ortant persona l or business papers 
and card s , enclosures a re n ot p err;iit t e d. En ve-
l<'pes c ,,nt air,inc important do cumen t s be endorsed 

do (..nments". 

2 . No record i s ma int ai ne d of p ersanal co,resp onde nc,~ for-
w a rde d tinoug:1 d e partm ental fa cilities a nd no respons ibility is 

for delays or for loss of ma terial acc e pte'.l for trans•-
rr. .,ss10n. 

3. This facility exists only for the forwardin g of correspon-
de:-ice, Christmas cards and import an t busin ess and personal 
do,:,um en ts. Parce!s , books, periodicals, newsp aper clippings, 

postcards and greeting ca rd s ( e:<cept Christmas 
cards) are NOT accepted for transmission. 

OTTAWA, CANADA, KlN 8T7 

Nous serons heureux d'expedier de Ia corresponc/anc e-per-
sonnelle ou d 'afiaires et vos cartes de Noel a la p c rsonn e n om · 
mee ci-dessus par des s ervices du Ministere , s i 
I'expediteur observe Je s conditions ·suivantes: 

(a) Les Jet/res doivent etre ecrite.s sur papicr mince ("p ,;r 
avion" ) et inserees da ns ch, mem e type ; 

doit clairement indiqll!er (a l a machine ou en 
let/re s moulees) Ies prenoms ,et nom d u destitrnta .ire et 

t e l qu'indiqllCS ci-de,i;s us . 

(b) L.'enveloppe doit a lfranc!i fr, pou r 
Ottawa. 

(c) Le nom et I'adrcsse d e doivent au 
coin superieur gauche d e l'en v•eLopp e .. 

(d) Sa ui l e sigle de cinq let/re s in ,;;;;: rit 500", 
au cune mention 3 I'6tranger n e doit 
figurer su r l'enveloppe . 

(e) A / 'exception des docum e nts perrsonn e ls 011 d'affa ires in: -
portantes e t d es caries de Noel. !es nc 
son! pas p ermises . L es qui de& 

7 ' : F ,̀ rtc r 1a mer!io,I " P 15ce ̀  
join/es •- docum en ts importants..\ 

2. La corre spondance e nvoyee d e: nos 
lair pas l'o bj et d 'tm controfr c- t le Min i s terr 

ne p eu t assu:r.e r aucune re spon sabi l iti:: en cas de: retard 
p e rte de doc,;men ts. 

3. Ce sen' ice s 'appliq11e 1a correspon dance am 
cartes et aux d ocuments p c, rs<11n 11 efa ou d'nffa ires impor· 
/ants . Les colis, les livres , Jes p eri.0.diicJt1es, /es coupures cfo 
joumaux, l es photographies, Je s cart,~s po s t a les et les ca r/es 
de souhaits (sauf Jes caries de No e1) toe sonl pas accf'[ites 
pour transm iss i on par no s services. 

IN THAT IT" IS TO FO RWARD AN UR GE:NT 
PERS O•iAL MESSAG E, !T WOULD SE ADVISABL•E TO T E LEG RAPH VIA 
C01 ,,..SRC !AL CABLE, US ING THE RES S: 

SUN 

DOMCAN 

PEKING 

S' l L Esr NECESSAIRE D' e'.NVOYER UN ME SSAGE PERSONNEL URG ENT, 
0N F E ? A BIEN 0· UN 
E:-.; UT' '-.ISA NT Cl-HAUT. 
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bette r to be mer c ifu l to the offending part y and se t an ex am -

ple o f the kin d of c o-operati on t hat is fostered in eroup so li-

darit y rathe , tha n exact one 's poun d of fles h an d furt her 
1 

a li ena te the off e nd e r f ro m th e group. " 

Howev e r, eve n Confuc i us was awar e tha t actua l i ty ofte n 

fal l s sh ort of t h e i dea l . Despite a n inh er en t belie f i n t h e 

goodness of ma n , Co nf uc ian ist p h ilo so phy recogn i ze d the ut i lit y 

o f fa or p os iti v e wa s pe n a l law wh ich embo di e d the 

et hi c al pri n cip l es of Co nf uci a ni s m an d it.t raditi ona lly sup -

p l eme nte d li; i t wa s d es i gne d to ens ure th e preserv a t ion o f 

na tura l order th ro ugh the applic a ti o n of physi,ca l coercio n. 

l ooke d up on a s a necessary ev il al t houg h in an ideal 

soc i e ty it wa s u nn e cessary . 

Law in I mpe ria l China thu s developed as a hybrid o f 

Confucianism and legal i sm , b ut the d om inance of Confuci an ism 

ensu r e d an em p h a s i s upo n am i cab 1.e se tt 1 em e n t of d isput e s . 

Whe n disputes arose they did s o within a complex soc i al se t tin r, 

and against th e background of a variety o f norms c-ovc rninr; 

proper conduct re l ative t o speci.:fic social roles; h:-rri ~ n · 

was preserved b y t h e existence of a status - conscious , hier~ 

ach icall y organi zed • s ociety. Di spute re s olution t hus necc ,·si -

ta t e d a co ns i d e ra tion o f t he p ar ti cu l a r d i spu te withi n its 
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In add i t i o n to a h :I c a 1 pre d i c, p o sition th a t 

f:...:., u 1· c d d 1 >'r,`'7. e r,_, ~, o 1 u t 1 o n b y d i a t i o n dll d c Iu i F P , , . (` 

nature of I rr. perial gov e rn menta l i ns ti tutior,s for c1djud:ic ;:i. Li ,·. 

of disputes p r u du ced a s i milar pr e f erenc e for mediate d 

se ttl eme nt of conflict s . Virtuous c i t i zens wou ld, of course , 

in accordanc e with Confucian v; l ue s, se ttle co nf lictr. u m j ca'::1 y, 

thereb y avo i ding the ne c essirt y of s t a r t i n g a l aw su i t. " As 

fo r thos e wh o ar e t ro ubl esom e , o bs ti nat e , an d quarre l some ," 

said th e K ' ang - hs i Emper or , " l e t them bp ru i ne d in th o law 

courts that i s the j us tic e t ha t i s due t o t hem " . 

Des pit e the exist ence i n old China of a hi e r ac hic a l 

struc t ur e o f in s ti t utio n s c om prising t he jud i cia l s ystem , 

including a n e l abora te metho d of appea ls , the rol e of th e 

c ourts i n dis p ute re s ol u ti o n mu s t b e min i mize d . Co un t y 

magistrate s , traine d in Co n fuci a n cl ass ic s , were J udges of 

firs t i nst a nc e , but th e y we r e primar il y a d mini stra ti v e 

o f fi cers r~sponsible for the f unction i ng o f l oca l governmen t; 

th ey had little tim e to atten d t o thei r j u dicial duties . 

I t mu s t be remembere d t ha t the obj e c t of t h e jud ic ia l 

s ystem wa s to punis h t hos e who v i o l a t e d na tura l orde r an d 

thereb y to resto re h armony . Rest i .tuti on and compens ation 

we re not the pr i ma ry concern of courts d es igned to en forc e 

p ena l law . 

Li t ig a t i o n wa s i n f a ct s o una tt racti v e i n traditional 
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(i i) 1 9 ] : I n c r f'a s i n g .r, u r, 

: ;; f 2uL nzcr n d i r. t e r :.!al unrPst in the 19th c t::ntur y rest.:lted 

in legalist r es urrgenc1c: th~t -,,·:is e.i rn0rl 

a t creating a strong c entra li ze d a dministration that c:ul d 

reven t further humiliation at the hands of foreign powers . 

This proc e ss of wes ternization was gr e atly accelerated by o
. 

h 4
L 

fa ll of the ch ·'i h g dynas ty in 1 9•1 1. The ~ew Chinese l~ z·. l'.o rc; . 

ha v i n g c a s t as i de t he i r . Co n f u c i an i s t o r i e.n ta. t i o n tow a r d ·, 

me diation , s ough t t o subj ec t. the Chi nese people to a r,r ea te, r 

de gree o f governme nt3.l c0ntro l, both administrative an d 

judicial, and thereby to transform Chin esP. societ y. 

Howeve r, the C h ines e heritage cou l d no t he destroyed 

. 

i n a day , an d thro ughou ~ the period 1911-19 4 9, exce pt possibly 

dur ing the pe riod 1928-19 37, Nationalist energies were dire ct ~d 

not aYconsolidating , bu t at maintain ing, Nationalist rule , 

Wa rlordism , civil strife , includ. ing the strugg le against the 

commu~ists , and th e Sino-Japanese wa r, drained Nationalist 

e nergies . ·. -Eu ropean - type codes , as far as the l arge r pa rt o f 

Chinese territor y wa s concerned , ·existed in th e ory but not 

in actualit y . 

Even if the Nationa l ists h a d been able to ben d al l 

the ir energ ies t o westernization they would prob a bly stil l 

have failed to era dic ate the Confuci a n he;it age of di s pute 

resolution by me ans of informal mediatio n, so closely assoc ial ct 

wit h t h e semi-feuda l wa y of life. ~ode rni za t1on of methods 

of dispu·te ;..esolut ion in 20th c e ntury· Gh ina was .nepessa-ry and 
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1;.inor crir-,inal c ases . as th e past d c 11: o n s t r a t e d, 

2 : d e6 n 1 n i s t r 2 t icm v 1 thcu t b3 r ea ucre t i r: t 1on, and i t ` ì S 

th'?refore ideal ly suit".c'd t o the ta.Rk of implcmenti , :g r:ocial-

is t t he or y. Me di atio n, ho wev& r , did no t s im p l y r.1ean co1.. -

premise ; the disputants were e n couraged by off i cial madiators 

to a gr e e t o a mu tu a 11 _Y s at 1 s f a c to r y s o 1 u t i o n bas e d o n the 

princ i ple s of the n e w philo ~_ophy . This wa s p r eferr ed t o im -

pers o na l ad judication in accordance with l aws i mpl emen ti n g 

the new phi l osop hy . 

In the period 1935-45, me diation wa s adopted as th e 

pri mary method of settling disputes a mong the people ; its 

ideologica l superiorit y wa s stresse d a n d b o t h i n-c o u rt an d 

ou t -of-cour t me di a tion em pha size d . Me di crtion, it was beli eved, 

facilitated am ica bl e d i s pute reso l ut i o n whic h in tu rn, it. wa s 

aruged , strengthene d t he unit y o f the people , reduce d the 

nu mber of laws uits, fost e red production , and gen e rally aided 

socialist construction . Prior t o 1949 , therefore ,' principled' 

mediation , a device designed to unite theory and practice , 

emerged as t he primary metho d of Maois t Marx i st-Le nini s t 

dispute resolut ion. 

Post 19 4 9 

The.problems conf o nte ri by t h e communists o n accessi.o n 

to po wer i n 1 949 were enormous . Re-organization and , mod e rn-

ization o f Ch i nese sem i-feudal soc i e ty was not something tha t 

cou ld be do ne ov e rnigh_t . Suffice_ it to say that media tion 
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