
ROLLINS COLLEGE 
WINTER PARK, FLORIDA 

September 23, 1960 

Doctor Tho.mas H. Raddall 
44 Park Street 
Liverpool, Nova Scotia, Canada 

Dear Doctor Raddall : 

Your Halifax: Warden of the North (1948) has been of high 
interest and value to Mrs:7'.ian~and myself in our search 
for material in Canada for a book we are writing on the 
Confederate Expatriation Movement. 

In 1938 I included a treatment of Colonel John Taylor Wood 
in my Flight into Oblivion. But we do need data on Commodore 
Josiah Tatnall , Colonel Bennett Hornsby and Lieutenant Richard 
Fielden Annstrong. 

We would be deeply indebted to you if you could direct us to 
sources of information about what each of these men did in 
Canada and how long Hornsby and Annstrong remained there . 
Perhaps you can send us the names and addresses of their 
children or close friends . If any of them wrote of their 
experiences in Canada, that would be helpful. 

Recently we were in Quebec and Montreal and were able to 
gather some information about fonner United States Senator 
James D. Westcott of Florida who went to Montr eal in 1862 
and died there in 1880 . 

Have you ever heard of a Confederate, G. H. Nye , who allegedly 
built in 1865 and managed for Hudon a cotton mill until 1876? 

With deep appreciation of such courtesies as you may be in 
a position to extend us, I am 

Since~ly yo? 

r:t Y-~ 
tic~ •rp!~~~ent and Weddell 
Professor of American History 

AJH/de 



Profossor A . J . F..anna • 
Rollins College, 
Winter Park • Florida. 

:penr Professor Hanna , 

Sep. 27, 1900 

I 1ra son-y that I can tell you very little about t he 
Confederate expatriat es who settled in Halifax, other them what you have seen 
alrccdy 1n :!hfl ll91::Yl• My lbnfornation was gleaned lnrge'.cy 
£ran Halifax newspapers of t he period, files of which are kept 1n the bllc 
Arclrl;ves of Nova Scotia , at lto.11.fax . 

Camnodore Josiah Tatnall, as you undoubtedly know, was the man who said, 
"Blocxl is t hickor than wnter11 , when (c.s ca:r.iarxler of a U. S. Kavy ~boat at 
t he Ye.ngtse in t ho 1850 1s) he CMe to tho "8Sietnnce of a British gunboat under 
attack by the Chinese . As far as I could discover froo t ho newspaper files 
Tatru:i.11 did not stay very lone in Halli"ax after the Var for the Confederacy . 
Ho1,:ever, as you \Jill re~dily understcind , I did not pursue rey- investigatia,s 
further than t he rotter I needed ror my book . 

This is true also of Ric!Ulrd Fielden Armstr ooe . Hyrnotes do not reveal aeythl.ng 
abrut his sabscquent life 1n Hallfnx1 and I cannot say whether he ren:ained 
t here or not . Colonel Bennett Hornsby (as mentianod ill nzy- book) was an 
energetic and succeasful deBler in Halifax renl estate £or years after the 
war , but I don't knoo what happened to him aft er' that . I ha"t'e an irnpreaaicn 
that he died in Halifax. 

Iu.rr.ediate'.cy in9ide t he Suimner Street ent rance to Camp Hill Cemetery in F.alifax 
t here is a sunll obelisk enzraved with the nrures of foor Southerners who died 
in Hallf'nx 1n 1864 or •65 . One naroo io followed by 11 C. S.A. " another by "C . s .u . n 
As I remember it , three of t her.i died on or about t he oame date, apparently f'ran 
an epidomi.c . Just what t hese men were doing 1n Hal.1£ax at that time the brief 
epitaphs do not reveal. I doubt if t he ce£letory official.a have records going 
back that far . 

I never heard of James D. t'estcott or G. H.Nyo. 

In 1949 I had a letter t:rom G.H. DlAck, of t ho t:irm of Blsck and Armstroog, 
Wi.tmipeg , Canada . Ile was born in Halit:ax in 1875 , Ile said 1n part: -

0 Grandf"ather Black, who was or i ginally of Irish descent, was living 1n new 
Or leans when t ho war between the North and Sout h started. He fought with the 

Navy on the side of t he South . The fnmily got out before t he Northerners took 
!Jew Orleans , and let:t Charleston on the lost blockade rurmer to Bermuda . Then 
the old gentlennn settl.ed down L11 Halifax a, Holli s Street, and started t he 
Plant Lino of stoamers to Quebec and Boston. 'h'hen t he I ntercolonial Railway came 
in , it killed his baai.ness , so he Jr.oved \<!est . " 

Sincerely, 
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