
PLANS FOR DALHOUSIE MEDICAL SCHOOL 

A reconsideration of the size of the medical 
class, of the dental class and of the interrelations between the 
two is required. On this decision will hinge many major decisions 
regarding the size of the Medical School Building, the number of 
staff members, and the financial requirements both in capital and 
operating expenses . 

. ,\~¼\ fewhen the first plans were considered for the 
new buildingV''there was very little statistical information upon 
which one could estimate the probable number of medical students 
and of dental students who might have to be accommodated. These 
data are now available for the period 1959-1964. 

Attached is a projection of the number of 
applicants for admission to medicine from the four Atlantic 
Provinces. It is assumed that the present class of 72 will have 
65 from the four Atlantic Provinces and a 96-student class will 
have 86 from this region. The Board of Governors decided in the 
post World War II period that ten per cent of the places in 
each class should be retained for non-residents. 

Column 2 shows the number of students that 
have been admitted from 1959 to 1963. It is assumed that in 1967 
there will be a new building which will house a class of 96 
medical students. 

Column 3 shows the number of applic ations of 
Atlantic Province residents. After World War II, there was a 
large influx of veterans and this peak continued for some years. 
Between 1954 and 1959 there was an abrupt drop from 85 applicants 
to the low point of 43, The table shows the increase since that 
time. 

Column 3 also shows the trends in applications 
projected to 1970. The attached graph shows the same figures. 
The number of applications from the Atlantic Provinces has 
increased during the six-year period, 1959-1964, in a straight 
line almost exactly. The projection of this straight line to 
1970 indicates that there may be 170 applicants by that year. 
The figure would reach 220 by 1975. Unless there is a decrease 
in the proportion of college students entering medicine, this 
projection will probably not be any lower. In fact, the recent 
introduction of a generous system of scholarships for premedical 
and medical students in Newfoundland is likely to increase 
the figures considerably. 
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Column 4 shows the number of students admitted 
from 1959-1963, who were residents of the four Atlantic Provinces, 
and column 5 shows the percentage. In 1959, the Admissions 
Committee purposely took almost all of the candidates, ninety 
per cent. The failur e rate wa s high as shown in column 6. The next 
year, eighty per cent were accepted, and there was still a fairly 
high failure rate. The figure is now approxima tely sixty-five 
per cent, and it is the belief of the Committee that a. few of 
the students who were not admitted might have been successful. 
It would therefore s eem that approximately seventy per cent might 
be a s a tisfactory proportion of the Atl antic Province applicants 
to be admitted to the first year class. It is emphasized tha t the 
others are not all unsuited f or admission to medicine. The 
remaining thirty per cent includes those who have withdrawn, who 
have entered graduate studies, who have gone to another medical 
school, or who are unable to finance their education, as well as 
those considered academically unsuited by the Admissions Committee. 

Assuming that the new Medical Sciences Building 
will not be available until September , 1967, the admission of a 
class of 96 at tha t time, with 86 from the Atlantic Provinces, 
would still permit only sixty-three pe r cent of the Atlantic 
Province applic an ts to be accepted that year, instead of the 
desirable seventy per cent. It is estimated in the final column 
that 10 suitable candida tes might be rejected even the ye ar the 
new building is opened. The percentage that could be admitted 
would rapidly diminish from 63 down to 50 per cent by September, 
1970, with 33 suitable candidates per year unable to obtain 
admission (suitable being 70% of total). 

Two options should be considered. The medical 
school might accept no students from regions outside the Atlantic 
Provinces, thus allowing seventy per cent to be admitted in 
1967, but there would still be 23 rejected by 1970. The 
alternative would be to provide for mor e than 96 students per 
class in the new Medical Building. 

The second table shows similar e stima tes for 
the Faculty of Dentistry, indicating the need for facilities for 
a class of 60 to 70 dent al stud ents by 1970. 

A teaching l abor a tory of 96 students could have 
two combined medical and dental classes operating at different 
times. This would provide a potential capacity for 192 medical 
and dental students in teaching laboratories des igned for 96, if 
operating on a double schedule. Obviously, if this plan were 
adopted, the staff requir ement would have to be r e-es timated. 

Discussions have been held with the Dean and 
other members of the Faculty of Dentistry to determine whether that 
Fa culty wishes to have the dental class completely separated from 
the medical students in the first two years. The discussion s eemed 
to indicate that the Faculty of Dentistry would wish to have 
dental and medical students taught together, at least until the 
enlarged School of Dentistry is available. 
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It seems obvious from the above figures that 
Dalhousie Medic al School will either have to Expand to a very 
large size or a second medical school should be planned for 
anoth~center in the Atlantic Provi nces. 

It is suggested as a ba sis for discussion, 
that teaching laboratories fo r 96 students be provided in the 

l 

new Medical Sc i enc e s Building but that a staff be provided to take care of a total enrol ment of 160 medical and dental s tud ents. It is 
suggested that the Dental School facilit i e s be incr eas e~ to permit an enrolm ent of 64 pe r class by approximately 1970 and that 
the Dalhousie Medical School then limit its enrolment to 96. It is suggested that JO students be admitted to d entistry and up 
to 34 additional med i cal students beyond the optimum class of 
96, a total of 130 per year, be admitted until the enlar~ed Dental School faciliti es a r e available. It is also suggested that another center in the Atlantic Provinces be encour aged to 
provide a new medic al schoo l by 1970 to take this enro lment of 34 and the increase beyond that number , so tha t Dalhousie Medical School can then r evert to a class of 96 medical students. 

The above material was present ed at a Faculty meetini:r . Following a detailed discussion it was decided that the Medical0chool at Dalhousie Univ-sity should not be expanded beyond a class of 96 students . The clini cal f aci l iti e s, the number of ~taff members , the desirability of r etaining rela~1 vely small classc~ f~ 1ndividual and group teaching , and other f actors were considered . Faciliti es will be planned for a class of 96 medical s t udents, and a separate class of dental students beginning at 30 , and i n-creasing , when an addition to the Dental School is provided , to 64 . Pro-vision will be made f or suffici ent staff in the_ edical School to teach 160 medical and dental students. It would be possibl e fo r a very limited period to expand the me dical class from 96 to 130 , but the Faculty woul d prefer not to do this if another medical school can be established in suffi cient t ime to a l low Dalhousie to remain at an enrol ment of 96 per class . 

Office of the Dean of Medicine , 
Dalhou sie Univer sity, 
Ha lif ax, N . S. 
Feb.18th,1964, 



Class 
Entering 
in 

Sept. 1959 

Sept. 1960 

Sept. 1961 

Sept. 1962 

Sept. 1963 

Sept. 1964 

Sept. 1965 

Bept. 1966 

s,-pt. 1967 

Sept. 1968 

Sept. 1969 

Sept. 1970 

Sept. 1970 

Sept. 1975 

Sept. 1975 

To tal 
Enrolment 

62 

65 

65 

61 

71 

72 

72 

72 

96 

96 

96 

96 

130 

96 

130 
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Atlantic Province Resi dents 
Applications Admissi ons Per cent 

admitted 

43 

55 

74 

81 

89 

101 

(115) 

(125) 

(137) 

(148) 

(160) 

(170) 

(170) 

(220 ) a t lea st 

(220) II II 

39 

44 
53 

53 

58 

( 65) 

( 65) 

( 65) 

(86) 

(8 6) 

(86) 

(86) 

(117) 

(86) 

(117) 

90% 

80% 

72% 

65% 

65% 

(64%) 

( 56~~ ) 

(52%) 

( 63%) 

(58%) 

(54%) 

(50%) 

(69%) 

(53%) 

J\ cademj_c 
Failur e s 
to d,? t e 
( excluding 
withdrawa ls) 

11 

8 

7 

5 
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A 
Estimate 
of Number 
s uitable 
for admiss-
i:::m . 

30 

39 

52 

56 

62 

71 

80 

87 

96 

103 

112 

119 

119 

154 

154, 

B 
Estima te of 
quali f i ed 
Appl i ca.nts 
Re j ected 

- 9 

- 5. 

- 1 

J 

4 
6 

15 

22 

10 

17 

26 

33 
2 

68 

37 
*Birthrate levell ed in 19 55. College entry increas e might leve l by 1975. 
A- Assuming tha t 70% of applicants arewell enough qualified to have a 95% chance of completing the medical 

• .. cours e , this colum:1 shows the number of qualifi ed applic ants ·we should be able to take . Ba sed on 
1959 to 1961 experi ence 72% to 90% is to o high a~d 65% in 1962- 63 i s slightly l ow. 

B- The nu:-nber of qualified students who should be (or should -have been) admj_ tted , but have not been or Fill not be . 
, ...... 
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' A 

CLASS 

1954- 55 

1955- 56 

1956- 57 

1957- 58 

1958- 59 

1959-60 

1960-61 
1961- 62 

1962- 63 

1963- 64 
1964- 65 

1965-66 

1966- 67 

1967- 68 

1968- 69 

1969- 70 

1975- 76 

Tota. l 
Admi tted 

13 

12 

12 

13 

14 
18 

11 
18 

26 

24 
25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

A PROJECTIOI-1 OF APPLI CANTS FOR /' DMISSI ON TO m~NTISTRY 

Atlantic Provinces Res idents 
Accept ed Admissions Perc ent 
J\.QJJlic a ti ons j1,dmi tted 

10 

12 

10 

11 

12 

13 

7 

11 

19 

22 

27 

32 

37 

43 

48 

54 

75 

10 

12 

10 

11 

12 

13 

7 

11 

19 

21 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

25 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

95 

93 

78 

68 

58 

52 

46 

33 

A-::-

1 

4 

9 

14 

20 

25 

31 

52 

" 

[i :; bru c.r y u:tb , 196,L; .. 

The perc entage of s tud ents from 
other provinc es and other countriEs 
admitted has been approximately 
20% until 1963- 64 when it dropp ed 
to 8%. It is considered that each 
year up t o 10% of the admissi ons 
should be granted to outstanding 
student s fr om outside t he Atlantic 
Provinces. Thus, the number of 
qualifi ed applicants from the 
Atlantic Provinc es who will not 
be admitt ed unless the c apac ity 
of the school is incr eased will be 
as shown in column 11 A11 • 
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