
Dear Mr. Reddell, Halifax, Nov 22nd 1959 . 
, ' •I !1ll interested in skiingDf the winter t ypa). 

Yoµr town has been given considerable publicity 
this summe r with an lme ric an "tourtst11 and his 
skii s . It was one of the best news shots and 
stories of the year , The 11 tourist" writes me his 
skiis are n ow in London Engl and vb.era he wi ll ski 
at Xmas with his wife in Switzerland. Pertiaps you 
might use this in one of your books . 

W~:, won dering if in your research you ever foun d 
any trac.e of +ndi ans or others with ski is only 
snowshoi!& I suppose. About 1920 start i n NS the 
ski~ cl"ub ' he re foun ded in 1 925 . At that time t he 
BLUENOSE ski c cmpany started in Li verpool l ater 
moved t o Annap olis and i n 1 932 was the largest 

in~J:1tish!!ll "!ir;~~J~O~~ ~l~r~J!i~ §,ti <ft~~ 
ana hope same day t o do an article on thl s .. 
Comments on these mat ~ ~a o. H .. _MAHON 

4 Cambridge Street 
• • Q!l, ' HalifaxNS 



Thanas H , Radde1' 
LiVSl.'POOl, N, s . 



t:r . D.H.r::ahon, 
4 car,..bridee str.,.,t, 
Hali.fax, N . s . 

Nov. 24, 1959 

l ' m nfreid I can ' t add lllllCh to the knalladgo you h>ve . 

Tho I ndi.anD of llova Scot in UGod sndlshoos . Nothl.ne like skis . 

I r811'.omber wall tho Liverpool ski factory, started by t ho late Clii"ford 
1:1.1.lard in the 1920' s . The business tta9 taken CNer and transferred to 
Annapolis by Annapolis interests about 1929 or shortly thereafter . The 
old buildinc;s of t he ski factory here peased into various hands , and 
burnod dawn two or throe ,ears ago while oorving as n Jaundr:,. 

'I11e ski factory waa an exnrnplo or Iallard 's business o.cur.ien , f er ho had 
nc local inspiration . One saw· a few children slithering awkwardly along 
the s treets here on okis during tho oerly 1920 ' • - ChristlllOs pr esents 
whose novelty soon wore off. I can 't rE:0'!!7'l!ber a oingle adult enthU61Mt 
until my fri.end J . Auatin Pnrl!8r returned to ra1ton. eern, Comit y in 
1926. !!e h.'ui spent t h..ree yoar3 wlth a wood- ?,Ilp r.dll at t:urray Bay,P.Q. , 
where everybcdy ak1 1d, and he had loo.med something of tho art . He w;ed 
skis an ,10'.ll'lleyD about t..>ie woods ol.ong t ho l!ersey Ri ver ot <1Very oppor-
t unity. ( He is now Vice-Procident of the lleroey Paper Compo.ny, and finds 
no tir..e for such f"l+rOilities ! ) 

The first ski expert to drift into these parts was a Swede named Tor 
Gloersen, a forester who camo here to worl< for tho ncwly-.fledgod J.!ersey 
Paper C= 1.., 1929 , Ho was said to bo a scion of Swedish nobility, and 
he wont bo.ck to S>:eden about 1933. During tho winters ho wo.o her e he g,we 
sar.e wonderf'ul deronstratioos or okUng , though he w:is hn:npored by the 
Oouth Shors1e lo.ck of s teep hills and long cl oared slopes . After that 
one oo,, nx,re and raore peopl.e uaing ski.o. but subjoot to these ha.'ldico.ps . 

t uatin Parker sh.or ed "1th three others (including myself) a log hunting 
cabin at Eacls Lake , where we frequently spent week-ends , summer and 
wi ntor . The journey there involved a t ramp or 2i· miles through tho woods 
fran the nearest mot or road. On one January occasion 1n the 1930 1s ha r-.ade 
a bet th:lt ho could beat me t o t ho car.1p , he on skis and I on sJ1CT.:shoes . 
I won it bands dam - or perhaps I should sey f oet-<1""'1, With my short 
"boo.r--po.w• snowshoes I could wanrµe qy way t hrough bush that gave hilt a 
lot of trouble , al though he could outdistance me uhere t here was a straight 
1-m, in the open . Th ore were juot teo a,.ny thickets . 

At Caledonia , tlorth eens , there aro sane fairly good slopes cloorod tor 
pasture, but I don ' t think much skiing is done , even there. Here oo the 
South Slx:n~e we have wl.Jat is probably t ho mildest clinate in all Canada 
east of tho Rockies . Not miough snow, and too many thaws . 
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