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“MAN WAS MADE TO MOURN.”

Nort long ago, a gentleman in speaking of the
faculties of the mind took occasion to point out
what he considered the absurdity of the principle
involved in the Poem, “Man was made to
mourn.” He argued that because there was
implanted in man’s nature both a desire for plea-
sure and a capacity for its enjoyment, life should
incline to ease and pleasure rather than sorrow
and hardship.

I am warned that if I have anything to say in
vindication of Burns it must be brief. This is
not good. I had thought over an elaborate ar-
gument. I believed I had proved Burns was
right. But perhaps this is all for the best. I
will use the warning as an apology for the few
thoughts I have to present.

It is not my opinion that life is all dark.
There are many bright spots; we love to think
of them ; they give a charm to the past, and
strengthen us for the future. But there are
dark spots, dark spots that sink down deep, so
so deep that the bright ones are as though they
had not been. I do not say that weare chained
down to this or that course in life by laws of
fate. I am free to admit that we make the ills
of life ourselves. But here is just where the
difficulty lies. “Order is heaven’s first law,
and if it were earth’s first law, Burns would be
wrong, the gentleman right. But order is not
earth’s first law. It is rather disorder. Bothin
man's nature and in the world in which man
lives, disorder seems to reign. The weakness of
the better part of man’s disposition, particularly
the faculty that ought to be supreme, and the
instability of the will show but too plainly the

absence of order and the presence of disorder. |

Considering these two facts, 1st, man’s disorder-
ed nature, his power or want of power of over-
coming or resisting evil ; and 2nd, ,the disorder
that prevails in our world, and man's relation to
a disordered world, the question comes to be—Is

it possible that life may be passed in compara-

tive ease and pleasure? I hold it cannot be so,
but must be made up of trial, suffering, disap-
pointment and sorrow.

I do not stop to prove man’s nature is disor=
dered. It is self-evident. There is not one fa-
culty of the mind whose use has not resulted in
evil. This does not prove the faculties them-
selves evil. They have been given for wise pur-
poses, they all serve some useful ends. It is
their abuse that leads to evil. If man had the
power now, as the nature of his faculties implies
he had had at the beginning, to preserve the
harmony of these, order and happiness, not evil,
would be the result. But man has lost that
power. Conscience, his guide, is weak, the will
is weak, the good affections are weak, man is
unable to preserve order in the use of his facul-
ties, he abuses them and evil is the result. If,
then, the use of any faculty of the mind may re-
sult in evil, and if from the weakness of that
part of man’s mind that was calculated to be his
guide, there results a tendency to abuse these
faculties that were made for a good purpose, cer-
tainly the right conclusion cannot be very diffi-
cult to arrive at. Certainly the tendency must
be to disorder, evil, and not to pieasure, to hap-
piness. Add to this the fact that man
lives in, and sustains a relation to, a disordered
world, and the evil is increased. It is difficult
to see how life shall incline to ease and pleasure.
The desire for pleasure must be of an exalted
nature, a higher faculty must act a prominent
part. But neither of these things can be. 1Ifit
is sought to avoid the ills of life by indulging in
pleasures failure must be the result, and for the
reason already given. We can not use any one
faculty of the mind at the expense of another
without resulting in disorder, in evil. The very
difficulty to be avoided is increased. While ex- .
ercise is a law—is a law of development—this
must be. Conscience is no longer supreme,
Consequently there is not the power of will
necessary to check the predominance of any one
faculty. ~ And hence the desire for pleasure can
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be abused, it is not absolute good. Nor is the de-
sire for pleasure of a very exalted character. Itis
not calculated to administer to that deep-seated
want in man’s nature. It serves no high pur-
pose, its sphere is the senses, it is sensual,
passing.

But why all this? Is life given for ease, com-
fort? Surely not. Both philosophy and Scrip-
ture teach that man is made for another and
higher state of existence. He is here for moral
trial and improvement, that he may be establish-
ed in virtue by probation, that he may gain mo-
ral strength and form habits of goodness. And
not only so, but man has a nature that reguires
him to Jook beyond. His aim is the infinite,
the object is elevated. The mere gratification
of a desire for pleasure, and pleasure that finds
its object in the senses, can never satisfy. The
theory is against the very laws of our being.
Man’s life is short. He is surrounded by, and
compelled to battle with evil, to prepare him for
a world where there is no evil. And is it not
well known, that it is in this way, and in this
way only, man attains to his highest stature.
His organization is such’ that a life of ease is
not calculated to improve him. It is only by
struggle and toil and trial and disappointment
that he arrives at the highest development of
his nature.

Jt may be urged that happiness which results
from virtue has not beén considered. But this
is not the kind of happiness the world looks for.
The desire for pleasure is not of this kind. But
a life of virtue cannot bring contentment and
peace. Destined as man is for another world,
his affections must tend thither. It is reason-
able to expect perfect harmony when man has
attained to that for which he was created. Hence
it appears from the character of man’s nature, and

the character of the world in which he lives, and
- the character of the pleasure which he enjoys,
man was not made to be happy here. ,

The gentleman above referred to, although
perfectly orthodox, seems to have forgotten the
Bible doctrine on this point. It reads thus,—
“ Cursed is the ground x!or,;t'hy sake ; in sorrow
shalt thou ﬁ{ J;: all the days of thy life; in
the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread,” &c.
This is strong language, it means a great deal.

Cain believed the same
Books of the Old Test

Adam_believed “man w‘as'h m&e to mount:." busi

arfare | tion fuil to give us what

carried on in those days was of a most frightful
character ; the misery that followed must have
been of a very convincing nature. Read the
Exodus,—what a continued scene of discontent
and evil ; and they the most favoured of people.
Come to the New Testament. We read of hap-
piness hereafter, on conditions. And what do
they involve. A continued warfare. “In this
world ye shall have tribulation.” Lfe is repre-
sented as a fight. The great apostle of the
Gentiles says, “ I have fought the good fight,”
and speaks of his “ sorrows,” “imprisonments,”
“stripes,” &c. Similarly of the disciples, and all
(one excepted) died martyrs, This is a leading
feature—to point out the vanities of life. A great
deal might be said from this standpoint, but my
paper is becoming long, I wish to say a few
words from the experience of life.

It is impossible to look upon life as it is inits
every day garb, and not feel man is doomed to
disappointment. In the hurry and bustle of life,
in our anticipation of the future, we fail to see
life as it really is. But let us take a few minutes’
observation. What do we see? A battle, the
battle of life. Men wrestling, jostling, pushing,
trying to rise and pass one another in the world.
One would think the end would confer everlasting
happiness. The wonder is man is able to put
forth the will. Man has a principle in his nature
that compels him to action. Everybody is sup-
posed to have an aim in life. In its accomplish-
ment hard labour is involved, and not a little
anxiety. We are sure of very little in this life
unless it be within our immediate grasp. Man-
kind u.derstand this well, and hence the battlé of
life, the pushing and jostling. Success measures
the man. Every pursuitin life is crowded with
anxious throngs, eager to run the race. The
prizeisin view. Its possession s the “ one thing
needful.” The question is—Does it pay ? |

A young man starts in lile to make himself
rich. Hard days ot toil are before him. The
common necessaries of life are set aside. Gold
gives direction and colour to every thought and
act. The days, and weeks, and years go by, and
at length the end is attained. He sets himself
to think, He finds himself an old man, The
touch of care has blanched his cheek. .He is
no longer with the friends of his youth. His
usiness now is to leave his wealth to another,
ge has accumulated riches, but he has prepare
ch, Pt /8 :;; : ; b Y A,
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the poor man leads the happiest life. But this
is the fair side of the picture. How often is it
that men fail in their fondest hopes. Many a
man has worked hard for years, and when just
in the act of laying his hand on the treasure it
is snatched from his grasp. Circumstances
have combined to take it from him over which
apparently he bad not the least control. That
man is well nigh crushed beneath the stroke.
Life presses heavily upon him. Ask him to go
out and enjoy the pleasures of life and he will
frown on you. So in every pursuit. Labour
and anxiety and contending effort fill up the
chequered frame of human life. Disappoint-
ment and wretchedness stare us at every corner
of the street, in every country. Its reign is
universal. Go into any of our large cities and
see the destitution and misery that prevail.
And with how largea proportion of the population
do want and disease go handin hand. Filth, im-
pure air, want of proper clothing and tood, tell
with sad effect on both parents and children.
Thousands of children are born into the world
whose lives end with their birth, and thousands
more it would seem had better be dead than
living. A burden to themselves and objects of
pity to those about them, they drag out the
few days of their wrétched existence and die,
and men are glad to get rid of them out of
their sight. And how much, alas! of the wn-
told misery, that ceases only with the death of
the afflicted, there is in our world of which we
never hear. Those who in earlier days had
seen better times, to whose homes want had
been a stranger. But time brought a change
and how sad the change. Too proud to beg,
they choose to die. Who will say there are
none such, Surely of all classes, the most de-
serving, these, of our sympathy. Theravages
of disease are not confined to poverty. Disease
stalks over our wide world sword in hand. It
seems, by times, that every effort to stay t.he
destroyer’s power is in vain. ‘* He beats with
equal foot at cottage door and palace gate.
e are unable to compute the sorrow.and sad-
ness and misery that follow in his train. How
many homes once happy, are no more. How
many hearts that once beat light are crushed
beneath the stroke. Life a burden. Every
hope destroyed. The three great plagues
that have swept over the face of our earth, have
shown such a scene of awful misery that we
shudder but to think of it, The aged must die,

~ but the young to die—there is something very,
;""-_f;';u At N AR Bs Aiba k. ; _

very sad in that. We often feel that it ought
not so to be. Yet how many are snatched from
us, even in our very midst. There is no power
on earth that can save them. Often it happens
that these are the ones most needed. The
widow's stay. The country’s hope. We have
but to go into our churches to see mourning.
Add to all this the many evils of intemperance,
and we have a catalogue that is truly appalling.
It is not my place to enumerate all its evils.
Most of us have seen and felt their influence
more or less. The vice is too prevalent to re-
main unnoticed. So great is it that one coun-
try claiming to be civilized, expends yearly for
strong drink more than for all religious pur-
poses. What does such a statement mean ?
[t means filling hospitals, poor houses, asylums,
prisons and penitentiaries. It means poverty,
disease, disgrace, broken hearts, broken homes,
death. It means theft, murder, crime of the
worst kind. It means public revenue (?) and a
country with resources undeveloped. Thou-
sands of happy homes have been destroyed,
and tens of thousonds of the most promising
youth have gone down to fill a drunkard’s
grave, and all through strong drink. Parents,
in number legion, have had their grey bhairs
brought down to the grave in sorrow, and all
through strong drink. And to-day how many
walk our earth carrying in their constitution
the iniquity, and on their shoulders the dis-
grace of parents and relatives. It has been,
and is yet a curse to humanity. We need no
stronger argument than the stand the civilized
world is now taking against it.

Side by side with this evil place war. War
that has lasted throughout the ages. I have
scarcely time to give a passing notice to the
ills following this brutal dealing of one nation
to another. It forms the subject of all his-
tory. Let us run over the accounts of war
as given in the Bible. Add to this the Gre-
cian and Roman wars—to this the wars of
Europe down to the present, follow it up with
those of Asia and America, and you wil have
a heap of slain reaching to heaven. Think
of what war means to people and country.
If we had the power given to bring before
us a panoramic view of all the misery caused
by war since the world began, we would witness
such a sight as would convince every one
that “man was made to mourn,” ©And along
with this think of the wars in uncivilized coun-

Vi
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tries. Think of the evil that prevails gene-
raily among the benighted heathen. What
wretchedness and woe.

These are not the only causes at work in our
world to produce evil. Accidents by ‘land and
sea, together with causes impossible to men-
tion here are every year adding to life’s ills,
Secret causes are at work, sapping society. Our
world is full of evil. Wherever we go, in every
land we meetit. The more we think the sub-
ject over the more clearly does it appear that the

poet was right. We must remember that the |

poem alluded to is confessedly one of Burns’
greatest efforts, It is one of the most highly
esteemed of his productions. How is this to be
accounted for? Does it not show it has found an
echoin the human heart? Does it not show that
it speaks truth—the language of the soul? Why
has this element found a place in all poetry?
It has a reason, and that reason I believe to
be founded on fact. It is my opinion that
philosophy and revelation and experience prove
“man was made to mourn.” If man was made
to be happy, he has certainly, up to this at
least, failed in the object for which he was cre-
ted. We cannot read the pages of history and
not feel the comparative nothingness of the
world’s pleasures. We cannot read the Bible and
not feel that this life is not the place for man
towork for peace and contentment. Nor does
philosophy, I humbly think, prove the con-
trary. One of the great questions with the old
philosephers was to find in what lay the “chief
good.” Every philosophy has its own system of
morals, which,to my own mind at least proves
they never formed the happinsss they sought.
Nor does the world, as it appears to-day, prove
other than that peace is not found here.” We
are all fast travelling to ‘anothet world. In a
few years we shall be at ‘our journey's end.
Then and not till then shall we be at peace. =
i P B " gigd oy

G e S A 5 A

' ¥ T il
$

. A WEEK IN NEW YORK. -

I the Fall of 1875 it was our privile
a short tour through the neigh

Repiblic 19 fr a8 New Yock,,
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somewhat reluctant in parting, d
|t we should aceompany therm as. fa

us to omnibusses, street cars, and South Ferry,
all of which conveyed us nearer our desired
dwelling place. After these changes we, in a
few minutes, find ourselves comfortably settled.

~ The first news which greets our ear is that
Moody and Sankey are holding daily meetings
in the Rink. We begin to feel greatly elated
with the thought of spending a week in the
Metropolis, especially of hearing the great
Evangelists about whom we had heard and read
so much.

The first few days we spent on board ship
with our friend, who expected in a short time
to cross the Atlantic. The company was very
pleasant, for we felt that to be without friends
in a place like this would perhaps proddce a
feeling of home-sickness which we knew to be
rather unpleasant. However, while privileged
to associate with them, we enjoyed the most de-
lightful weather, and everything seemed to be
conducive to our greatest comfort and happi-
ness.

No desire we felt more like gratifying than
that of hearing the Evangelists. So having ob-
tained a car bearing the placard “ Moody and
Sankey at the Rink,” we made a quick trip, and
arriving an hour and a half before the begin-
ning of the service, we were enabled to procure
a good seat near the platform, where the facili-
ties for seeing and hearing were all that could
be desired. Before the arrival of the Evangel-
ists, the choir, consisting of 250 trained voices,
sang a few hymns. In a little while Messrs;
Moody & Sankey‘took their seats on the plat-
form in the presence of over 6000 people. Per-
fect silence pervaded the whole assembly during

‘the Service, Moody rivetted the attention of his

hearers by 'his earnest appeals, while Sankey
with™ his melodious and heart-felt expressions,
made them to realize the importance of seeking
first the kingdom of God. We concluded that
it was not the music merely, but the distinct
and ‘earnest expression of the words that made

| the greater impression.
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we believe our friends did ; but when the pilot-
boat came in sight we had to leave the ship and
return. On our return, Long Island, New Jer-
sey, Staten and Blackwell’s Islands were pointed
out to us. We noticed also the prison in which
Boss Tweed was confined and from which he
finally made his exit.

Being now astranger in a strange land we
are unable alone to obtain a comfortable resting
place. A hotel was pointed out to us, the ap-
pearance of whichled us to believe that suitable
quarters could be obtained for the night. On
entering we first observed an extensive room,
nicely decorated and fitted up to attract passers
by. This we knew at once to be one of those
infernal dens in which so mcny have been en-
trapped and ruined. Not being disposed to re-
main in such a place long we paid for our bed
and followed our guide up, through, and around,
until we were shown into a room that was any-
thing but inviting. Before our escort had gone
out of hearing we thought it prudent to examine
our humble couch in case there might be any-
thing in the way of preventing happy dreams.
On investigation we immediately summoned our
attendant, and requested her to roll out that
hammock that stood up so prominently. She
complied, but not in the most pleasing manner.
However we seemed better satisfied to have
these little things attended to for our comfort.
It was also late and we felt rather tired to search
out any other abode. Here we were left to our
fate, Time rolled on until the mother of dawn
shed her beams of light into our darkened en-
closure. We were up and off moving once
again amid the bustle and stir of multitudes
who thronged the street. Some one was kind
enough afterwards to inform us that it was for-
tunate we escaped from our habitation right side
up. For this we were thankful. Such places
it appears were not often visited by Life Insur-
ance agents.

- The remaining days we spent very pleasantly.

We attended morning and afternoon services of

Messrs: Moody and Sankey held in Talmage's
Tabernacle, and visited also some of the most
interesting places of note, as, Central Park,
Greenwood Cemetery, Y. M. C. A, etc. We
will not attempt to give a description of these
except Greenwood, which we will notice

urther on. ;
Sabbath morning we heard Rev. H, W.
Seecher preach. Standing room was scarcely
: “Though crowded into a small com-

pass we enjoyed the service and came away
favorably impressed. After dinner we took a
walk through Greenwood Cemetery which com»
prises 400 acres. The Obelisk and Stone
Sculpture presented a grand appearance. While
we were here there were a number of funerals.
The bell tolled constantly, and the foot-path and
carriage-roads were filled with mourners. From
a particular height in the Cemetry we obtained
a beautiful view of the Bay of New York, the
picturesque hills of Staten Island and the dis-
tant Atlantic. We came away lamenting that
we could not longer behold the bgauties and
splendour of the grounds where the myriad dead
of the great metropolis find their last resting
place.

In the evening we listened to a Sermon from
Rev. T. DeWitt Talmage. His style was clear,
earnest, and effective, making himself distinctly
heard throughout the vast audience consisting
of about 6000 hearers. The singing was con-
gregational, with the assistance of cornet and
organ to guide the voices. '

On Monday morning we think of returning
to Boston, and about sun-set we find ourselves
steaming out of East River in the Bristol, bid-
ding farewell to the hubbub of a busy city.
When we arrived in Boston, it seemed to us as
though we might make it profitable to remain in
that place a few weeks, if we could do anything
that would be remunerative enough to clear ex-
penses. We started out pleased with the idea,
aund at the same time feeling somewhat encour-
aged that we would succeed, from the fact that
we were a native of that State. But to our as-
tonishment we soon found that Bluenoses were
as likely to obtain situation as Yankees. With
but little effort we were successful. Perhaps
because we were more of a Bluenose. We
were satisfied to have accomplished our object,
and although advised once or twice to take a
dose of Cayenne pepper before breakfast, yet
we felt that five weeks experience in a fancy
goods store availed us something in moulding
us for better usefulness.

Feeling that I have already trespassed on the

patience of my readers, I will close.
F. G. S,

Dartmouth, April 6th, 1877.

i

ERRATUM.—In last issue, line 38, 2nd column
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page 112, for * profanity” read popularity.
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Our relations with our exchanges throughout
the whole of this Session have been very plea-
sant. We have read them nearly all carefully
and with pleasure. We regret exceedingly that
all the students have not had the same privilege,
and the more that the only preventing cause
was the spirit of wanton destructiveness that
some of our fellows have displayed.

A paper will scarcely remain in our reading
room a day without being destroyed or carried
off, and thus all the students are deprived of the
benefit of their perusal through the fault of a
few. It is time for the lovers of right among us
to put a stop to this, for a really great benefit is
to be derived from reading our exchanges. It
widens our view in many ways. It gives ideas
of college life above and beyond what we see in
our own Al/ma Mater. And there is good to be
gained which it is impossible to define, which
can only be known by experience, but which is
none the less real, nevertheless.

The true and proper function of a college
paper is difficult to settle by philosophic deduc-
tion. and still more difficult to settle by induction,
A wide gulf separates our American and Colo-
nial exchanges one and all from the solitary one
which comes to us from the Motherland. The
Undergraduates Fournal of Oxford and Cam-

ridge differs 7ot0 carlo from our ¢
-Mﬂi much more fitt f‘m Pl
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say, for example, one of the religious weeklies of
our Province. As these represent several
Churches and their affairs, so the Fowrnal rep-
resents 5000 undergraduates and their common
interests. It is as much a necessity as are any
of these. It can scarcely be said to be literary
in any sense of the word ; it is purely a news-
paper. It is crammed full of news, and it is
clearly manifest from its columns that it does
not at all overrun the demand of which it is the
supply.

The American college papers on the other
hand are nearly all literary, at least in part, in
their aims and pretensions. The Lafayette
College Fournal is perhaps an exception, but we
cannot help thinking it somewhat out of place.
(The English language lacks a word bearing the
same relation to space that ‘ anachronism’ does to
time.) Some may be said to devote themselves
wholly to literature. Several of these are in
magazine form, and some are conducted not by
the students of the Colleges, but by particular
clubs, classes, or societies, These last are pe-
culiarly American. Others are newspapers as
well. A wide difference may be noticed as to
the sources from which their matter is drawn.
Some receive much assistance from professors.
Others select largely from standard or periodical
literature. A goodly number depend, like our-
selves, wholly upon the original contributions of
students, past and present,

The spirit generally manifested by our ex-
changes cannot be characterised otherwise than
as good. . Their treatment of each other in the
“exchange column ” has been very interesting to
us. Of course we have not neglected to notice
their treatment ol ourselves, but of that we are
manifestly not in a position to speak. The cri-
ticism has been very generally marked by man-
liness and good sense. There has been one
rather notorious exception, The downright
abuse in which the critic of the Niagara Index rev-
elled, piquant enough for once or twice, has
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staple of its serious matter, and with the natural
result of also becoming utterly silly and con-
temptible.

In our next and final issue we shall probably

have something to say about our own position

“and general policy.

Tuis is the time of all others when students
are supposed to be liable to indulge in that pe-
culiar form of transgression termed in technical
language “ cramming.” To the uninitiated we
may say that by cramming is meant a system
of learning by rote, rules, formulae, facts, lists of
words, dates and nondescript scraps of know-
ledge of all kinds, which summation of lore is
to be retained in the memory of the learner till
such time as examinations are over, after which
it is forgotten, never again to be recalled. In
the eyes of many cramming is the unpardonable
sin of students. We do not wish to defend it,
but before we condemn the guilty (?) ones, we
should see how much of the real blame can
rightly be laid upon their shoulders. We think
the system of teaching adopted by American
Universities is the direct cause of the preva-
lence of the fault in question. The greatest
number of them have curricula embracirg a
great variety of subjects. They hold but short
Sessions, during which the attention of the
student is divided between perhaps half-a-
dozen branches, each single one of which, if
thoroughly studied, would require his whole
time and energy. Under these circumstances
it is almost impossible for a young man of ordi-
nary intellect to get along without cramming,
Look for instance at the work required of an
undergraduaté at Dalhousie during the seco.nd
year of his course. Mathematics alone 1n-
cludes, Trigonometry, Algebra, Geometry, Men-
suration, Conic Sections and Navigation.
Classics is equally comprehensive and Chemis-
try and Logic nearly so. In some of the other
years the number of subjects is quite as large
as in the seécond. It is simply ridiculous to
think that a student can overtake and thoroughly

master so much in one Session. However dili-
gent he may be, or however faithful professors
may be in explaining the work to him, his
knowledge must to a great extent be superficial.
But we do not mean to say that our College is
by any means the worst in the land in this res-
pect. We could name others which could boast
of a greater multiplicity of subject than even
we. The bane of almost a// American Colleges
is, that they attempt more work than they can
profitably perform.  In other words, they have
too many irons in the fire. And mark the
result. The desire for original thought and in-
vestigation is strangled, superficiality is en-
couraged, and students of necessity are forced
to cram to save themselves from the disgrace of

being plucked.

Dr. McGrEGOR's Course of Popular Lecturrs
has been brought to a close. A double good
has been attained. These lectures have given
much and, we need not say correct knowledge
of science in its latest aspects. The beauty of
a thorough acquaintance with a subject in order
to deal well even with its elements, has been
exemplified. The Doctor excels by his apt way
of bringing the philosophy out of experiments.
The second good referred tois the awakening of
‘terest in a most inviting field for enquiry.
This tattling age cannot be coatent to let Dame
Nature keep secrets, and carry on operations in
private. It is too late now to raise a question
as to the culture derivable from scientific inves-
tigations. The lessons come close in to domes-
tic life.  We could not but notice last night, for
example, how intently the young ladies and gen-
tlemen were involved in the strange and pleas-
ing subject of Magnetism. What a world of
meaning and of mystery lurks about “ delicate
magnets,” “contact electricity,” and the law
that “ unlike attracts!”

We like the practical way in which these lec-
tures discuss another vexed question. They
have introduced the ladies to the inside of our

forlorn looking pile. Why might not some at
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least of the regular College classes—as Rhetoric | age of twenty-one years and upwards, and quali-

and Modern Languages, be thrown open fo
their admission? We know that the matte

does not press upon our Governors as it does
upon some of the Old Country Universities,
which have grown quite disorderly because wo-

r | fied to be an elector under the provisions of
¢ | this Act in some county of this Province, or
shall have a legal or equitable freehold estate 1n

possession, of the clear yecarly value of eight
dollars.”

By section 40 of the Dominion Election Law

men—whose influence is the source of courtesy | it is enacted that “ all persons qualified to vote

—is shut out. But despite the uniformly de

- | at the election of representatives in the House

corous behaviour of our students, there are |Of Assembly or Legislative Assembly of the

other reasons why the subject should be wel
considered before being rejected.

l several Provinces composing the Dominion of
Canada, and no others, shall be entitled to vote
at the election of members of the House of

Commons of Canada for the several Electoral

ProF. MACDONALD has our thanks for back | Pistricts comprised within such provinces res-

numbers of Blackwood's Magazine, London
Quarterly and Contemporary Review ; also Prof.
Johnson for the Edinburgh Review. These have

pectively.”
Section 31 enacts that “ The Chancellor and

Vice-Chancellors of Ontario and the judges of
any court now existing or to be hereafter cre-

joined a large collection of their predecessors in | ated, whose appointment shall rest with the
the GAZETTE office, all which might with advan- | Governor-General of the Dominion, shall be dis-

tage be soon made over to the College Library.

qualified and incompetent to vote at the election
of a member of the House of Commons of

THE FRANCHISE.

Canada.”
Subject to this last exception, the qualification

. ) of Dominion voters is as stated in section 40.
IN the first section of the Election Law of 4

Nova Scotia it is enacted that “ Every male

By section 20 the qualification of Candidates

subject of Her Majesty, by birth, or naturaliza- for the Dominion Parliament is thus declared :

tioa, being of the age of twenty-one years, and

not disqualified by law, who shall have been

assessed for the year for which the register

hereinafter provided for is made up, in respect
of real estate, to the value of one hundred and
fifty dollars, or in respect of personal estate, or
of personal and real estate together, to the value
of three hundred dollars shall be qualified to
vote at elections of members to serve in the
House of Assembly, for the county in which he
shall be so assessed.”

This section states the qualification necessary
for every vote, and forms the sole basis for the
exercise of the franchise, with the exception of
paupers and employees, within thirty days before
the day of election, in the Post Office, the Cus-
tom House, the Inland Revenue Department,
the Light House Service, on the Government
Railroads, in the Crown Land Office, or the
Local Public Works and Mines, who are by
statute excluded. G R ;
+The qualification of candidates by
sectic gff the ng is as. %1.19 8
ble of being elected a membe
sembly shall be a mem i

“ From and after the passing of this Act (passed
in 1874) no qualification in real estate shall be
required of any candidate for a seat in the
House of Commons of Cabada, any statute or
law to the contrary notwithstanding.”

These enactments we consider to be unsound,
injurious to the individual and nation, and con-
trary to what ought to be the true spirit of our
political institutions.

On examining this legislation, we notice that
a certain amount of real, personal and real, or
personal property alone entitles a man to have
a voice indirectly in the "government of his
country ; in affairs in which he is deeply con-
cerned, and in the control to some extent of his
own destiny. On further examination we find,
as in the Election Law elsewhere provided, by
a majority thus entitled to the exercise of the
suffrage, he may be enabled to become a Mem-
ber of Parliament, and dispose by his simple
yea or nay of the votes of thousands; while his:

8th of\yn ualification, as in the Local Parliament, is.
son | of in

ferior value to that of the voter, and in that
‘Dominion Parliament absolutely nothin 2
y appeats inconsistent and absurd.

" g
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It has been held by profound thinkers in
political science, that in a representative de-
mocracy, there is the danger of alow grade of
intelligence in the representative body, and in
the popular opinion controlling, and that these |
two great evils are attempted to be done away
with or abated by a more or less restricted
suffrage. Now it is evident that if the property

qualification, which forms the basis cf the suf-
frage in this country, secures a higher grade of |
intelligence among voters it also should produce
a like effect upon representatives. If this re-
quired property qualification produced the re-
quisite grade of intelligence it might be conten-
ded that none but proper representatives would
be elected ; that it does so, no person has ever
yet ventured to maintain, and every day we see
it practically contradicted. It may also be
stated that if those who adopted this property
qualification as the sole basis of the franchise,
did so for the purpose of giving protection to
property, or becausc of some inherent right
connected with a certain amount of property,
then those who possess twice or three times as

much as above specified, should have twice or
three times as many votes.

But is not because of inconsistencies alone in
our Election Laws that we find fault, bu_t be-
cause the fundamental idea—that of making a
property qualification the sole test for the exer-
cise of the franchise—is, in our opinion, un-
sound. Thata man has a right in or to his
property, and also to the protection of that
property, is a fundamental fact recognised by all
wise governments, nor should it be wholly ex-
cluded in any system of suffrage, but that it
should be made the almost sole qualification, as
in our Law, we emphatically deny, and shall
endeavour to disprove. It has been stated by
Mr. James Mill, in his Egsay on Government,
that the end of government is “to increase to
the utmost the pleasures, and diminish to the
utmost the pains, which men derive from each
other” a statement which Macaulay, in a fierce
attack on this Essay, has endorsed as truc.
That our Franchise Law, as it now exists, has
any such end or tendency as that mqntlonfe? by
Mr. Mill, we deny, and an examination 0 actsf
will support our denial. In the Province o
Nova Scotia there are about 400,000 1nhabntan{]s,
of whom about 18,000 native born and of 5 e
age of twenty-one years and I'ngards fan:: lis-
franchised, ure denied the privilege ol having

their voice reckoned in the disposal of affairs in

which they have the same interest as other peo-
ple ; are degraded by being servilely compelled
to obey laws, in the creation of which they had
no part or lot ; are called upon to fight, to pay
taxes both direct and indirect, and render obe-
dience to those who need not necessarily con-
sult their wish, and who often act in opposition
to their interests.

In a young country such as this the
larger number are the architects of their own
fortunes, few have anything other than bodily
strength, intellectual power, energy and perse-
verance with which they can compel the forces
of nature to minister to their necessitics and
wants, so that their right to the suffrage must
depend on their own individual exertion in the
acquisition of property. From the age of twen-
ty-one to twenty-seven the accumulation and
possession of property to a large class, and that
class the most intellectual and moral, would be
extremely burdensome—we refer to those who are
acquiring the education necessary to enter upon .
the study of some one of the learned professions,
and are subsequently engagedinthe study of those
professions. The sons of farmers may also be
mentioned, many of whom remain on the home-
steads after they have reached 'manhood. and
labor in the expectation that within a number of
years they are to receive compensation. All
these persons our political institutions stamp s
nobody, while hundreds, who either by accident
or by being content with a low level of existence,
have acquired a certain amount of property are
entitled to the exercise of the franchise. These
latter are not only entitled to legislate for them-
selves but in many instances to fix 1rr¢vocably
the fate of the others. All men, we believe, are
entitled to the recognition of their manhood
unless great evil would thereby result. But to
seeintellectualand moral supremacy made subser-
vient where it is of the greatest value we con-
sider decidedly wrong. By our Law, as it now
exists, at an age when ideas of morality are at
their best, when the intellect is lgeenest in t}\e
perception of right, when party ties aud preju-
dices are weakest, we see thousands not only
excluded from having a voice 1n the government
of themselves, but servilely compelled to subrplt
to that of others. This law not only bears 1n-
justice and absurdity on the face of it, but has
practically been shown to be injurious. In sup-
port of our assertion we need only refer to our
Legislative Assémbly within the last ten years,

and compare it with the days when universal
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suffrage existed—a kind of suffrage much more
extensive than is here contended for. In those
days the brightest intellect and genius of the
land was to be found within our Legislative
halls ; many of our best laws were passed ; most
of our great public works were begun ; our fin-
ances were flourishing, confidence and respect
was entertained in and for our rulers. That
arguments of great weight can be used to-day
against universal suffrage as it is commonly ac-
cepted and understood which could not have
been used in the past is admitted, nor do we
wish such a kind of suffrage. The exercise of
the franchise we consider the indisputable right
of every Nova Scotian over the age of twenty-
one years, provided he is in possession of what
is known as a common school education, and not
a pauper or insolvent or in any condition of ab-
solute tutelage. The right of aliens and foreign-
ers to vote, the representation of minorities,
female and graduated suffrage are questions upon
which our politicians as well as statutes are
equally silent, and to which at present we have
neither time nor inclination to devote attention.
We speak at present on behalf of the thousands
of young men who are disqualified from voting,
a class who are less liable to be influenced b
bribery than the petty land or householder with
his numerous progeny, and who should not be
prevented from the exercise of a right unless a
greater evil would result. A class whom our
political institutions should instil with a spirit of
self-improvment, patriotism and self-respect by
giving them a voice and direct influence in that
science which Macaulay says *is equally re-
moved from the barren theories of sophists, and
from the petty craft so often mistaken for states-
manship by minds grown narrow in habits of
intrigue, jobbing and official etiquette : which of
all sciences is the most important to the welfare
of nations, which of all sciences most tends to
expand and invigorate the mind, which draws
nutriment and ornament from every part of phi-
losophy and literature, and dispenses in return

nutriment and ornament to all.” P

CORNERS.

—————

Or all the corners with which we are acquaint-
ed, the one that has connected with it the most
pleasing remembrances is the ckimney corner.
There, first, we learn to love and. to be loved,
Home is the centre of all those co centric

social gatherings of every description. How-
ever far the different members of a family may
wander from home there is always an inﬂueﬁ(}b
which seems to draw them to the common
centre—home. What more pleasing $ight are
we permitted to gaze upon than a happy family
circle? How nice to see love reign supreme
among the members of the same family! The
chimney corner is especially pleasant at Christ-
mas time. The absent members of the family
come home at this time of the year to spend
a few days together. Those at home welcome
them, as one after another they arrive to cheer
and enliven the “old folks at home.” How on
Christmas eve, perchance, they sit around the
family-fireside and enjoy each others company.
“ Wi’ joy unfeign'd brothers and sisters meet,
And each for other’s weelfare kindly spiers :

The social hours, swift-wing’d, unnoticed fleet ;
Each tells the uncos that he knows or hears.”

They make their plans for the following day and
and retire to bed but not to sleep, or if they do
sleep they do not need to dream, for their dreams
have been realized in being once more under the
parental roof. The pleasure they feel on the
following morning when they awake and find
themselves at home is only equalled by the
pleasure they have during the whole day, as
they meet friend after friend, and are welcomed
heartily by every hand. The week passes amid
joy and excitement, and once more the different
members of the family are again scattered. These
bright times in life tend to strengthen the cords
of love which bind the members of a family to-
gether. A great deal of the joy arising, from
these meetings is caused by the remenbrance of
the years gone by. When we look back upon
the past, we see only the bright spots. Hence
the pleasure we take in talking about the *“old
times,” and meeting round the family hearth
where these happy days were spent. Man is
velc'ly often dissatisfied with his present position,
and compares it with the so-called happy days
of childhood on the one hand, or with what he
hopes to be on the other. Now, we know that
there is a great deal of nonsense written about
the “ happy days ” of childhood. We need only
to watch children, and we will see that their
i‘roqb_l'e"s and sorrows are as great in proportion as
re those of persons of more mature years. Yet all
this does not alter ;he' fact that we can derivg a
eat amount of pleasure from #kinking about

circles which run through our societies and |
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hood often do I remember to have heard at our
school examination one of the old men get up |
and tell us to our great astonishment that “ he |
was once a boy, and that he always liked boys
ever since.” Examination day was, however,
one of our brightest days. We were thenarray-
ed in our “ Sunday best,” and had no doubt but |
that we should make a good recitation atschool, |
for we were well drilled during the previous

week. Yet the joyous shout which was heard

as soon as the school was dismissed plainly

showed that we were glad to be free, and after

we had had our play out we at once “ made for”

the * old house at home.” Not only do we like

to see the chimney corner, but we take plcasure

in visiting all the familiar objects round and

about the old homestead. The garden in which

with great delight we used to spend our spare

hours is a place to be visited. Wealways had a
corner of our own in it to take care of, ﬂow_er
seeds to sow in it, and weeds to root out of it.

Even the trees under which we sat, and whose
bark even now shows our initials, are objects to
be visited. The brook in which we used to fish,
the pond on which we used to skate are also
visited with pleasure by us all. Last, but by no
means least, the girls who were the companions
of earlier days, demand a share of our attention.
We do not feel the bashfulness that once was a
part of our boyish nature. It is also a notcieable
fact that the girls treat us with far more respect
than formerly. But enough about the chimney
corner and the thoughts suggested in connection
with it. .

The next corner which I wish briefly to
touch upon is the corner of the pew in church
I have often been amused, and sometimes an-
noyed to sec a particular member of a family
come into church after the service had begun,
and after the other half-a-dozen members of the
family had taken their seats. Now, no seat will
suit this last member of the aforesaid family ex-
cept the one at the farther end of the pew; and
the cyes of the whole congregation are fixed on
this individual until he arrives at the sacred
corner. If he cannot by any possibility reach
this spot the sermon does him but little good.
He seems restless during the whole service.
He turns this way and then that way, triesevery
means to make his nose bleed that he may have
an opportunity toget up and go out, but his nose
though quite willing to bleed at other times now
is decidedly opposed to such a perfqrmang;.
He then tries to go to sleep, but he misses his

accustomed corner and there is no go—to sleep
for him. At the close of the service he resolves
that the next time he comes to church late he
will stay at home. Some persons like a quiet
corner in a church; others like a conspicuous
one, where they can see and be seen by every
one. Some persons like what is called an “end
pew " on one side or other of the pulpit, because
they can see everybody who comes into church
without twisting and turning their neck as they
would require to do in other pews. I pity a
stranger who goes into one of our country
churches and is conducted to a seat far up in the
synagogue, especially if that seat be on either
side of the pulpit. The eyes of the people are
upon him oftener than upon the minister. If
that stranger happens to be the new school-
teacher he will probably hear such expressions
as the following,-—*that’s him,” or * see the
master.” I say I pity such an individual, for I
have undergone the ordeal myself. It is hard
to bear the gaze of a whole congregation, when
you are a stranger in the community z’l,nd know
that many persons are “ taking stock " of your
articles of dress, general appearance, and the ex-
pression of your countenance as being the index
of the man. .

The next corner [ wish to speak about is the
street corner. From the time of the Pharisees
of old who prayed at the street corners (in or-
der, I suppose, that they might be seen from
both streets) down to the present time, street
corners seem to have been favorite places of re-
resort. The policemen are supposed to disperse
crowds when they take up their position on our
street corners, but rarely do. they perform their
duty. Anamusing scene might have been seen
lately at a street corner in this city. A police-
man had been endeavouring to arrest a man,
while two or three of his companions were help-
ing the man to resist the.aforesald policeman.
All this time a brother policeman was peeping
round a neighbouring street corner, and not
until the arrest had been made did he appear on
the scene of action. Street corners are alsothe
stations from which news-boys with stento-
rian voice proclaim that they have the city
papers for sale. I must, however, not make an)lr
further mention of these papers, or what
might say would be sure to be reported, recorded,
chronicled, and heralded all over the land. He_re
also that half-grown class of young men ?nltlh
which our city swarms, do congregate, especially

on Sundays ; and if one is to judge from what
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of their conversation he hears in passing, I would
say that it is not exc/usively on religious topics.
People in purchasing a house, or in buying a
site for one will generally prefer a corner where
two streets meet. And why? Because they
can have a view of both streets, and can see all
the performances which take place in and about
the corner. The country merchant also has his
shop if possible on a corner, in order that he
may get custom from people travelling by both
roads. The country schoolhouses, lodge rooms,
churches, &c., are often placed on or near a cor-
ner,in order that they may have a central posi-
tion.

Next let us look at a man who has been cor-
nered in an argument. He is not in an enviable
position by any means. 'He can see no means
of getting out of his present position, for perhaps
if he attempts to move he is gored by one or
other of the horns of a dilemma.. If he has con-
tradicted himself in the course of his argument,
his opponent will be sure to corner him in that
point. If he has departed from the truth, and
his opponent shows this up to him and to those
listening to the debate, he is placed in a most
unenviable position.

These are only a tew of of the corners which
have suggested themselves to my mind; but I
suall not give you any more at present but shall
ask for one in return, namely, a corner in the
“ Gaszette” for the above. F. W. A.

OUR EXCHANGES.

e -

THE University Monthly is published by the
Literary Societies of East Tenn. University,
and is in magazine form. It contains two very
good articles, one upon Rosseau and one upon
Philip Freneau, the fiercest quill driver of the
early days of the American Republic. The
Monthly, in criticising something in an exchange,
says, “‘Echoes’ remind us,” &c. We don't
understand. Was it the actual echoes, or were
there several articles each one entitled “ Echo ?”
The most natural supposition would be that
there was one article with the title “ Echoes.”
If this be so, we would like to suggest that
verbs agree in number with their subjects,
Perhaps it wasonly a misprint. ' .

This is what the editors of the Acadia Athen-

aum say of the man who “ communes daliy
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with the master spirits of the past and present,
&ec., &c.”’:—

“Itis his to climb the towering mount of contemp!ation
when sleep sheds grateful repose upon limbs weary of count-
ing-room and shop, and whilst the cool night breezes of in-
spiration fan his brow, to commune with silence and with self.
He may see, but he heeds not the phantom forms that glide
with bewitching mystery before the restless eye, and lure many
into shades whence they never return.”

s

The Athenaum is almost the only one of our
Exchanges which indulges so, and even in it we
see signs of improvement. But there are more
than two columns full of this pompous verbosity.

Claps.

CAN a Senior on his way to see his girl be said to have
pressing business ?

THE glory of woman is her hair. It may be all very well,
but we don’t want any glory in our butter.

A WicKED little girl in Elmira female college wants to
know what the little devils will swing on, now that Hell-gate is
blown up.

Junior, (translating slowly on check) munguan, never ;
animis, mind ; ignis, fire ; via, away ; (Triumphantly) “ Never
mind ! Fire a way !”

AND now the recitation room will resound weekly with the
Sophomoric ““ Give me liberty or give me death I” and the ave-

rage spectator will rise up in his might and say, “ Give him
death.”

A THEOL0GICAL student supposed to be deficient in judg-
ment, was asked by a professor, in the course of a class ex-
amination, *“ Pray Mr. E——, how would you discover a fool ?"
“ By the questions he would ask ” was the rather stunping re-

ply.
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Suceessors to Duffus & Co. Established 1826.
IMPORTERS OF
SILKS, LLACES, SHAWLS, MANTLES,
Hosiery, Gloves, Haberdashery, I'lowers, &re.

General Household Goods,
MOURNING GOODS, WEDDING OUTFITS, &c. &

New No. 155 (OLD No. 2) GRANVILLE ST.
HALIFAX, N. S.

M. MACILREITH. A. McKAy.

M. MACILREITH & Co.

MERCHANT

TAILORS,

NO. 139 HOLLIS STREET,
HALIFAX, N. S.

Fashionable
HATTER
. AND
FURRIER,

‘ Opposite
) OrpNANCE  GATE,
&

PROVINCIAL BOOKSTORE,
Granville Street.

Students’ Histories of Greece, Rome, France, &",'; (;alhr.ﬂ"'!
and Haughton’s Manuals ; ‘Todhunter’s Mﬂlll,(‘llm‘lICfll Wf:rl\s :
Colenso’s Algebra and Arithmetic ; F()\\'l)('s,‘ }‘r(‘scmu; ﬂ:\(
Wilson's Chemistry, March’s Anglo-Saxon Grammar, . |]u; 0-
Saxon Reader; Lewes’ llistory of Philosophy ; M;u‘:‘u ay.ls
History of England ; Hallam’s Constitutional ]l.lst‘()r'y‘l:% ;fnctt
and German Grammars ; Greek anfl l,atm,Ch:ssngs s .l e kqe S
in all styles of binding ; Balfour Stewart's Physics ; Jenkins
Electricity and Magnetism.

Books of all kinds imported to order. '
Sgl(;scsriptions received for all English and American Maga-

zines and Newspapers. C. C. MORTON.

W. NOTMAN,

PHOTOGRAPHER TO THE QUEEN
MONTREAL, CANADA. U

BRANCHES AT TORONTO AND HALIFAX.
Class Photographer to the following Universities :

Daruoustg, HARVARD, DARTMOUTH,
YALE, PrinceToN, WESLEYAN,

ILLIPS
PRINCETON SEMINARY, Pu ! :
ANDOVER “ EXETER ACADEMY.

HALIFAX STUDIO, 39 GEORGE ST,

HALIFAX.
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Dalhouste Gazette.

i »

Books in every "

P ¥hotograph

Department of L
terature, -
Bibles, Prayers, |
Church Services,*
Hymn Books, *
School and Col- *
lege Text Books,
Music Books, &‘c
Stationery of
every descnphon,
Blank Books,
Memorandum, -
Copy, Drawing, &
Pocket Books,
Opera Glasses.

———

BUCKLEY'S
ENGLISH & AMERICAN

- BOOK STORE

(nRANVILLE STR. —"HALIFAX N S. |

1 Albums; the best
stock in Lewer
Provinces.
Fancy Articles in
&’reat variety, for

edding, Birth-
day and other
Presents.
Writing Desks,
Writing Cases,
Work Boxes,
Ladies’ Compan-
ions,
j| Stereoscopes and
Slides.

BROWN, BROTHERS & CO.

3, 4 & 5 ORDNANCE SQUARE, HALIFAX,

Importers and General Dealers in

Drugs, Chemicals, Dye Stuffs, Patent Medicines,
Spices, Brushes, Combs, Soaps, Pomades,
Perfumery, Toilet Articles, &c.

SURGICAL AND DISSECTING INSTRUMENTS, &c.,

IN GREAT VARIETY.

Manufacturers of Tinctures, Chemicals, Essences, Perfumery,

&¢c., &%

Fresh Arvivals atl the Bee-Hive.

My Fall Stock of Tweeds, Cloths, Coatings, Beavers, Pilots,
and Doeskins, all of which will be made up to order in the
most fashionable styles and best workmanship. All who re-
quire good fits and reasonable prices will please call.

94S. K. MUNNIS, Upper Water St., Corner Jacob.

JUST RECEIVED AT THE “ BEE-HIVE.”—The larges}
stock of Ready-made Clothing, Gentlemen’s Furnishing Goods,
&c., &c. All in want of Fashionable and cheap Goods will
please call and examine.

FAS. K. MUNNIS, 114 Upper Water St., Cor. Jacob.

INTERNATIONAL HOTEL
Hollis Street, Halifax, N. S.

THE LARGEST FIRST-CLASS HOTEL IN NovVA ScoTiA.

Those who favor us with their patronage can rely upon
receiving the best of attendance from polite servants, Our aim
will be to make the Hotel a HOME FOR OUR GUESTS.

The House is centrally situated on the principal streets, in
the immediate vicinity of the Banks, Club Houses, Merchants’
Exchange, Post Office, Custom House, and other public build-
ings. CHARGES MODERATE.

ARCHIBALD NELSON, Proprietor.
Coaches are in attendance on the arrival of Trains & Steamers,

1876 —THOMAS & CO.—1876.
Cor. Barvington & Sackville Sts.,

Our Stock is now complete in all its branches, consistin
Fur Caps, Gloves, Gauntlets, Muffs, Tippets, Boas,
Seal, Astrican and Boachara Sacques.

GENTS’ FUR COATS, in Beaver and Buffalo, with Gloves
to match.

Trimimings of all kinds, cut ahy width to suit the purchaser,
and a full stock of Buffalo, Wolf, Bear, Coon and Lynx Robes,
all of which we offer low for cash.

A few very choice LADIES’ SEAL SACQUES,at $8o each,
which we purchased at a bargain ; will be sold as such.

Call early and inspect the Stock. Accommodating clerks
who can always make a sale are constantly on hand.

of
ies

United Seivice Book and Stationery Warechouse,

Every description of COLLEGE & SCHOOL BOOKS.
Complete assortment of Artists’ Materials in Oil and Water Colours
Drawing Books and Paper.
mm, Lambert & Co.'s Celebrated Gold Pens and Pencil Cases.

Vﬁdm and New Year's Prosents in GoldPenuL
and Poncﬂ O-u Winsor Newton's Boxes of superior Water Colors
Oolo\u-ad()monp : and in Boxes of Mathematical

mwwh,wmmmm Books,

' Mﬂmmgﬁrﬂm
Mﬂrﬁu[al;far, WIL 0SSIP,
Umdsmhﬂook ol

to3 Granville St. |

W, G. ROSS;

WATCH AND CLOCK MAKER,

AND mmm nt






