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I o no ll0" 1 , 

t hat, a ong wit some o rer~, 

n my be s ng . c..n c.:::: e~ t o exh o hers r dy 

. l'Y'. I1 act so e of y y th ·nk "'- yon !l e ob i to be 

s eg ~nrs t .... ::i ever j _t bee .u e , ..... d. thcr: wi b me , h~ e hi ., yes. r 

c.d.ded 0 t •;hich m t gg1o,,.- , I h ... 1 C me b ck t t r, ..._ 1 aft 

f'e 'l ome t ... . 

Fir t of e 1 how ver, l et ... ,., e tl-\nt he vene e. l itlati on 

i hat confro t u he y he t t hi:J . nter . l.. I e it, our 0 g :i i d 

a e f e.c d ac,, e er i .. r will in all pr b ' l ity . 
.. h pe ... k of di ihen t ok k ·t few yec.ro hence . Since 

929 t ng have gr _tea ·1y ; h ,., re n .: world.-w· d s ·gn of m-



p oveme t . 

B t we sho. 
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va Scot ia en H~ i f x a r e bun 

r ec.hit ~ly, ju ~t a ~e were 

o re in at im ovemen . 

w in r ea hing the dcpr es i on . 

A e grower, miner and t ee l work r ar e a r e yin m r oved positi 

i n thi s rovincc9 But ·e m ot not f orget hat mise y h 

l a t in~ in o r po r e_t cl ~se F m • ly ft er f m • 1 h 

b e~ 1 wly accum-

been fnl ng f om 

eaoy circ stanc g i 0 i:'fic lt circum t ances, and fro di i cu c i r um-

- e.nce i 0 cheer pove y , Th trone he.ve been . e ened, and the e k 

ve grown i 1 a.'ld we ry. Evon if employment w re miraculo cly i mprove , 

here are many men nd l'JOme who er not i n phys i cal condition t o avai t he 

e ves of t. B there ha be , of co r se , no m·r a ulo' u_ urn i e 

pl uyment y • 
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In the wor , th n ed this w er i 0 reater than ev r 

bef r An 1h t of he purses from ,hich are to upply th need? 

It is obviou ly t ue th t t he re are fe ~rer pur es o draw from th n t he re 

- re. P o_ 1 -:1 o a fev, ye s ae:o ould be co ted up n o con ribute t o 

o ga ·sed hari es are now ee in diffi ult i es th msel An there ere 

undou te ly some , ~ho hough 9 i n ist es d. "fficu ty, h ve ei h r a 

malle i~ ome , o who ave wn u on their esource to hel ind · id al s and 

cau~ei::, an ho cannot ive as much o h omm ity Ch ~ a they fo merl did . 

B tit i und ub dly iuot as true e need n t clos our eye to all hat. 

thAt here re ma in o r midst v:ho v not , in the p t, ontrib t nyth ·ng 

ik a mu h a he co be nd to contr ib e is y ar . When ay "co 

be made o contri b e" I run not thinking of he metho sued b f ormer Ensli h 



ngs t o ext Bet mone f om unwill ing s j ec t" . not 

to taJc p ir of t humbscrev a o ~i h you on your canvass . 

t e r e r men in Hel · ax w o have neve yet had the Community 

v ·sing ny of you 

me n tha 

est p up t 

them i n th igh way. ey kno•:, wha a cheet i ; but o hey k ow th 

me i ng of Community? o they kno i tha it i s liter ally the t r u h t ha th y 

annot be \~• 11 ei h e in pur e or i n heal th, if men and women n ch · 1 r n in 

the ir own city are moneyl e d i117 1 know no , t ha one ne.t ·on cannot 

pros pe if o her nation are peupet ized . The ship oads of re aration old 

t at oured into the Uni ed St ates have not sav he United Stcte f r om he 

a te t dist r e s to be f ound anywhere i n t e wor ld to a . 

na i on cannot pro per vhen oth r nations a e indi t e s . 

Even t he mi lionai e 

cl it is the 

ame wi thi s t ate . h ve Fin&i.n , and S eden, and Denmark and it r l and 



- 5 -

made such prodi g ious e f forts to make all of t heir it i en , ~ 

h ighly educated? Eecau e t hey bel ieve t hat an i norant citizen is a 

anger ous c i t izen. But the same t h ing a _p l i es to i knes s and to unemployment 

t o igno ranee . No c i ty can ha ea good ave r age he 1t h i f i t ha a l a r e 

slum ar ea . Thet is not mere ly bee use t he l um brings down e verage , 

i t i s be use t he s lum i nf ect t he whole c i ty. And i th e a re many unem-

ploye t he r ich me chant ca nnot pr sper, be ause t here ar e fewer consume s to 

buy his merchandi se . But if he and o her wil l i ve some of thei r god 

away, kee the unemp oyed from et i ng per manentl impo eri shed and il l, ere 

is a r ea t chan e that i n the fu ur e he V. il find con mer ~ho an pay. 
i n 

Men Ams terdam kno~ t a t a fa.mi ne in Chi a , or an ea rthquake i e Ma l y chi-

el ago s an ly affects the market n i amonds in t heir cii Y, though n di a-



monds are ol o he wre peesanta in those ::1. ·s countriew. nd so 

every octor, every la er, as well as every b iness man in H 1 f8x, is a e t ed by 

chole a infant i n Water Street. Th t • t he meaning of Community, and it's a 

Liter 1, demonstr able fat. 1d it was reali ed 2200 years ago , when it wa 

id" e y man is a member of a ommu.nit, unless he be a god, .o a beas n. 

If we an meke hese t hi unde tood, o r ther a oreciat ed 

or they ere so in that any one c~n understand hem - we shall find rn ny ho 

c eatly a ment the aid he ive . Fo example , I wa in a small company 

the other da , here th ' s ver argument was advan ed , nd one man presents .i : 

I ' ve been giving t en dollar to th e ommunity Che st, but I can ju t as eas il 

give wenty , no, that I see it in h " ay". This I heard with my o n e rs , 

bu I have since been tol d , i ndirP tly , of a ealthy men who id he had alwa s 



A_J . tr . $-

given ten dollars, but perhaps he should give a hundred." I'm sure that 
there are more men in Halifax than these two who could be made to see the thing 
in the same way. 

.:. t.,.r.)., ~t..,,.,Hl: t ' l , The Public Heal th Clinic serves as an outpatient hospital 
for all the hospitals in ita neighbourhooa ; it ministers to the sick who are 

quite unable to pay doctors. 

fessional services gratis . 

'lhe doctors who work there give their pro-

All the other expenses have never , up to date, 
cost the community a single peney. I am going to take a moment to go into 
~hi s matter for there has been a very general misunderstanding about it. 
Nine years ago the Rockefeller Foundation of New York built the building, on 

ground belonging to Dalhousie University. But there was no endowment whatever 
for current expenditures. For a while the expenditures were not very great, 
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for the Massachusetts Relief Commission provided the nurses. But even during 

the first few years Dalhousie University contributed on the average about $ 10, 000 

annually, which was mu.ch more than we could a f ford to pay. Th.en, five years 

ago, the Relief Corr.mission withdrew its nurses, and the expense to Dal housie 

jumped to $ 17,000 a year . For five years the University has struggled on, 

with this crushing burden, and no sick person has ever yet been turned away. 

But Dalhousie last year encountered very ser i ous financial difficul ties , and was 

absolutely unable to go on. We appealed to the City, to the Provinc ial Govern-

ment, to the Community Chest,and they have all given us some aid. They have 

taken over about half of the burden. In recognition of this local interest 

the Rockefeller Foundation has added t o its already great gif~ and established & 

new department at the Cl inic, for the prevention of disease . It is in this 



respect, namel y its pr eventive nature , that makes the institution unique , among 

t he institutions which serve the community of Halifax. [ 1f it were not for the 

Public Health Clinic hundreds of sick children and adults would have chronic cases , 

and be thr own upon the other institutions where the cost of maint aining them would 

be much greater . We aim at stamping out diseases that can be stamped out, 

diphtheria in p' Tticular; we save~ a wage- earner and supporter of a family 

from becoming t oo ill to work; in one clinic we do much to prevent insanity; 

and so on. 1J And we do all this , i f a patient can pr ove his inabili t:, to pay a 

physician, absolutely f r ee. 

In f act t he Public Health Clinic is as good an illustration of 

the meaning of the word Community a s could be found . 

One final word. All over Amer ica the pooling of char i t ies 
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in one Community Che st has been tried and found valuable . Once tried the 

scheme has never been abandoned. But it has also appealed, year after year, 

to an' increasing number of citizens. Especially so in recent years . If 

the depression has had one benefit it has been this: to make men ~ el and know 
J::4. ckwv- ~'7,c- . . 

more and more that they cannot live to thems~1ves alone, /\ In some places , worse 

stricken than Halifax, if this had not been so, society would have dissolved al-

together. But we must all t ry to make Halifax more conscious of it this winter , 

for the need is greater than ever before . 
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