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'l'be Cura tor 1 

~rd 'fun sr ..,a~er •~3~, 
~ssachuse\h In.s ti tute or !echnolog;y , 
»o~ton , U. S • .A. . 

Dear r 1r, 

I have i n ay poueui on t he l0t;- book of a Spanish ship tor the 
yes.rs 179 1795. Her hOl!l.e port was Lo Guayre. (Ven.ezuola) and she i nilftd 
between that port and nntander, Spa.in . with calh at Havana, 
Tera Cruz , and Cadiz . 

I attach t wo crude sketch es of l1e wate rk:s on t he pPpe r in 
th.l s log- book, Md wnnd1;r i f you coul d tell em s o??et 1ng a bout them and 
the origin or tho papfl r, One apnenrs t o be the na: e ot the papor.ieker . 
~e otht:ir has thret'J circ ea cont,:1.l nin~ anchors and t he tlour- c!.e-lis , 
the upner one a,i.ruounted by ,. c-rose , und flanked by' what see.a"' p1, to be 
a pe.1 r ot aic- sMpen hands . 

Plen1e tor t.,,1vc this intrusion on 7our tine and patie'I.Ce. The 
boo.le 1a of hh toric T~l11e hare, tor t he ship was taken bJ" a lfo•P Scotia 
or1vnteer d"..tr i 'l& t i1.e Y.apole01lic WEI' , nn•' I a."..1 mrld nc e. s tudy or t his 
relic of t he ti11e. I 8l'lli inforned. la t the Inrd Hunter collectio11 
uni q_ur:, i n Aaerica Rnd the only- potJ.sibl e scr.1rca of in.foru.tion on. these 
Ancient wa.t•r.aarks . 

closed is n. sta.11,~ed envelope tor y~ur re"Ol 7 , 11' you will be 
so kinl. 

Si ncere , 
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MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 

May twenty-fourth mcmxlv 

Mr. • Thomas H. Raddall 
Liverpool 
Nova Scotia 

Dear Mr. Raddall; 

Your l etter and the tracings o f two watermarks 
have been received and we will tell you what 'lie can 
regarding these paper marks. 

Without an examination of the pape r• it would 
seem that the marks are French) made in i mitation 
of Genoese watermarks. This was probably .,done to 
trade on the reputation of the Genoese papermakers. 
1Nhile we have loca ted the name "Bigorre" there is 
nothing to indicate .where the name originated. There 
are watermarks very much 1 ike t he ones you have sent 
in papers housed in the st. Martin's Uonastery, Santi-
ago di Compostella, Spain. 

During the eighteenth century there was a tendency 
to imitate watermarks, one mill duplicating the marks of 
another more pro ape rious one. For this r e ason 1 t is dif-
fic ult to determine just where the paper originated. As 
you doubtless know , t he re are literally hundreds of 
thousands of watermarks and t o attempt a search for a 
particular mark is an almost endless undertaking. We have 
much material he re, but it means going through dozen of 
books and just at the present time we do not have any one 
who could undertake such a eoaroh. You may be sure t hat 
the pape r is of t he period a:pecified and it was made 
either in Italy or France, with a bare possibility of 
Spain. 

Very truly yours, 

Museum of MIT 

Curator 

Dr. Dard Hunter / m 
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