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'/r 
.ir . ,:elvin B. Yoken. . 
Southeastern Lass. University , \ 
Horth rtmouth, ,~ass. 

\ 
Dear ,fr . Yokan: 

1 j ·-.,, ,, 

t I 
l I very ad that you have enjqfed my 

•';\.., i' 
\ 

b-Ooks , and it is very kind or you to write and i tell rie. 
! 

In ad ~ti on t o t wo small books pr ivately print ~ and 
i ssued in liriitec! editions in the early 1930 ' s •. I have 
had seventee , bopks published . Long ago, · as a ypung 
writer, I sa-u aut hors t urning out books l ong after they , 
should have stopped, and I determined t hat when I had 
written ' all t he t hings t hat interested and excited me 
I would draw the line and say "That ' s i t ! 0 

I have reached that stage, and now .I am engaged 1n 
putting ny papers in order and preparine to write my 
memoirs. 

As a young man I admired 'Ki pling and Sone'.-set Haugham, 
among othe,r writers 1n English, and De :1au~as sant and 
Balzac. Their techniques were diff erent bu' they knew 
human nature and how to set i t down on paper. I had 
a , eep interest 1n history also . and part icularly t he 
history of New England and the Maritble ;Pr ovinces of 
Canada, consequently I en joyed Kenneth ~berta • novels 
and the ,careful research behind them. li~yer l would 
not say t hat I waa deeply influenced b.i)flifiter. , iy 
continual aim was to be original 1n my chbice ot ma~ 
erial , and t o develope ey ovn t echni que in \ t he use of 
it. 

:v f avour ite book is "1be .-ymph and Lanp 11 , because 
it contai ns scenes and people from ·'3 pwn l ite. The 
scene w11,i ch I called" ar4.na" ie really' i5&ble I sland, 
where I was posted t o~ a y,ar as a radio~tel egraph 
oper a tor shortly after "he First Wotld W4r. 

\ t 

With deep appreciat ~on qt your letteft anc:l' my- own good 
wishes, 1 

i 
I \ 

s~ ~• r ely. ' / 

I' 
I ' 
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!r . '.el vin B. Yoken . 
Dep t . of ~dern Langua~es 
Sout hea t ern :.assachusetts Lniversity . 
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Dear Mr . Raddall: 

97 Delcar Street 
Fall River, Mas s a chusetts 02720 
5 July 1973 

Relaxi ng in my back ya r d today , I reread sever al of your works, and 
must herewith confess that I relished them more than before . And since 
I l i ked them a gr eat deal before, that ' s saying a gr eat deal -- to put 
it mil dly . On today ' s agenda, there was a rereading of PRIDE ' S FANCY, 
TIDEFALL and THE WINGS OF NIGHT. I didn ' t bother with THE NYMPH AND 
THE LAM~ for I know that book a lmost by heart, due to the f act t ha t 
I 've "sunk" my mi nd and spirit in i t on a slew of occasions . My younger 
br other, Steve , recently read for the f i rs t time HIS MAJESTY ' S YANKEES, 
and found this a very interesting, well-written book. Over the past few 
weeks, he ' s bee n insisting I read it, so I will before the end of the 
summer. For one enigmatic reason or anot her, I've never per used that 
book , whi ch I believe is one of your earliest nchildren"--if my eidet i c 
memory serves me justly . PRIDE ' S FANCY is the type of book I like to 
read on a relaxing day like today. I just don"t see why the book wasn"t 
a better seller in the U.Stat es. It had all t he ingredients--and still 
does- - to put i t on the top . 

A ' /\ ) I wish I could have a good tete-a~ te with you (avant 1nan 2000, at least! . 
My head is present ly teeming with 1,000 questions to pose you, so here 
are a few which are irresist ible, as well as pertinent. 

Do you have any par ti cular predilection--as of this day and age --for PRIDE ' S 
FANCY and TIDEFALL? Appr oximately how many copi es of each have been sold 
over the years, Mr . Raddall1 Of all your books, which one was the most 
popular in the States? Woul d I be corre ct to say THE NYMPH AND THE LAMP? 
La stly ... How go our memoirs? Are they progressing at a good, rapid pa ce? 

Yesterday we celebrated the Fourth. With Watergate so much on peoplens 
TV screens, journals and on most minds , there were mixed feelings re the 
usual ballyhoo . Slowly, the toal government system is gathering enough 
steam and energy and outrage to ex mine wrongs and wrongdoers of the past , 
and reach new and b eneficial reso ·ons on what the future will and must 
be like . This, it seems to me , is the promise of our Delara_tion of 
Independence ••. By the way , have you been following the Watergate proceedings , 
and how has the Canadian press {particularly in Nova Scotia) been treating 
this unprec ented event? 

May your summer be as pleasant, agreeable and stimulating a s the three 
marvelous books I reread t oday . 

With all kind and friendly regards, I am 
Yours mostfrdially , 
~ )- v-¼--

Melvin B. ken 

Mr. Thomas Raddall 
44 Park Street 
Liverpool, Nova Scotia 
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April 26/76 

near .,1e , 

Thahk you for your letter and your very 
kind invitation to Fall River. Alas , the penalties 
or old a F- d scend on me and prevent any more trav-
elling and public speaking. 

Arthritis forces me to move about with a pronounced 
stoop an a i i n~ gait . and I must have an op-
eration for cataract this summer. 

,y wife d ied about a year ago . She had been a ·11n 
for som t.1 e but I am thankful to S1.f.Y she did not 
suffer' any pain. and death c me in her le , .. . 

I coul dn ' t endure a hired houseke per under foot 
very t i I t urn aroun~. so I liye aloe and like 

it . Ac arlady comes in once a week to do all th9 
cleaning , duot ng , ,a in , et ., and I get along 
very well . 

I read with int erest the enclosures about your 
book, and I ould · d ed ap reciate an auto raphed 
copy . 

Your copy of ~The ings of Night• oes ack today , 
with ,y autog ph and ood v,.:shes . 

Dr. ~elvin B. Yoken , 
97 Delcan Street , 
Fall Rive , I.ass . 

Sincerely, 
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