
, 

Mar ch 11t h . , 1954 

Mr . Thoma s H. Raddall 
Liverpool, N.S . 

Dear Si r : 

Some t ime ago I was speaking wi t h our President , Very Rever end 

F. J. Lynch, S.J . , and he to l d me t h a t i n a conversa tion with you 

a t King ' s College las t year you had signified your gr a cious wi llingness 

t o add re ss our s t udents. I trust tha t you are sti ll i n t he same 

frame of mi nd. Your appearan ce here would pr ove most sti mulating to 

our s t udents of Engli sh . I do not pre sume t o s ugges t a t opic be cause 

your f e l icity in choo s in topics for t he reading public warrants 

every conf i dence t ha t you will se l e c t a t op ic of inter est to 

universi t y students. If you happe n to be coming to Hali f a x in t he 

next month, I would be ve r y happ to arran e t he da t e a nd hour 

most sui t abl e to you. 

Sincerel yours 

1IL-®~~J. 
M. O' Donnell, S.J. 



en ... a t :..er •_o !1ell. 

I . o.ve 0ec:1 m.ny i n ...... . • , hence 

Le delay i ~1 a m;cri .1c yo, · vor-J kind letter of -t ~e oleve.1t l1 . 

/.t ·ri ce o· ~:ales College :t guve a lecture settini :.'orth 

cy vioua oft e litera art , 1 rtic llarly that of' t :1e ovelist . 

I enclose n copy ... or yo· Dal . .. you t hi !k t b.is \Ji d 

be of inter est or vci uo t o t he stu.le:1t n O~ 3nint ·:ary•s I 

S .}0 , be ha~ y t 0 i ve t t : .ere . · 0r I coulJ ._,i vo a n 

1 t c:.. : o. t ho uoI·~·i nc; p oolens of a. creat ive 't-Jl"iter , 

t 1 o pr.:i.eticnl ci<le of n. •. ovol iot ' s ca. :-eer . A 1· date i :1 .. 
,ril ( '.Jl1e-1 ::; cly \IC s:~11 hove · o :::--ore oucl en nno-t ... to:rr::s 1 ) 

- cnn dri vo U.!.1 t o t~1c cit y a.--rl L)loce r yso 1 f' .:it J service . -

, ·ill :r::iu rot , t 10 encloced t ypescript. t o :-:e , ple--.so --i t ' s 

i nccrcly , 

I 

.. overc. • 0 1 • o nell , . . . 



daint dl/(a't!J '1J, 'llniue't1J,it!J 
HALIFAX - CANADA 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

August 13, 1969 

Dr. Thomas H. Raddall, F.R.S.C. 
44 Park Street 
LIVERPOOL, Nova Scotia 

Dear Dr. Raddall, 

The Board of Governors and the Academic Senate of 
Saint Mary's University would be deeply honoured if you would 
accept the degree of Doctor of Letters (honoris causa~ at our 
Fall Convocation on Friday, October 3, 1969. 

Located as we are in Halifax, we would like to hon-
our one who has attained to such pre-eminence in the world of 
letters and who, I believe, belongs to Nova Scotia in a very 
real sense. 

Should you find it possible to accept our highest 
academic honour, I would be grateful if you could be prepared 
to deliver our Convocation Address. I would leave the subject 
of the address entirely to yourself. Normally we ask the Guest 
Speaker to limit his remarks to approximately one-half hour. 
The reason for this is the problem which faces many of our 
guests who are frequently on a very tight schedule, and we must 
limit our time accordingly. 

I would appreciate an answer to our request at your 
earliest convenience. 

HJL/cm 



Very H.everend Henry J . abelle, 

P!'esiden t , 

Saint , ~ar-.1 ' s '.lni versi ty , 

H lif ax, I • .S. 

Dear Sil: 

Au , '11 st 1 , • 1969 

It will b- an honour inc aed to me, t o address 

t he Fall Convocation on ctober 3,1969, t o r ceive 

a deg::ea of Doc t or of Lett.er (honoris causa ) . 

\ 

I .have ne-v;er enjoyed lon~ addresses {by myself 

or anyone el se! ) Md I shall keep mine within t hirty 

ninu tes. 

\ 1th my deep appreciation to the Board of 

Governors, the Acadeciic Senate, and yourself , 

Si ncorely , 

r 

\ 



daint dl,1_a'C-!f '1. 'llniue'C-~it!J 
HALIFAX - CANADA 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

Dr. Thomas Raddall, F.R.S.C. 
44 Park Street 
LIVERPOOL, Nova Scotia 

Dear Dr. Raddall, 

August 21, 1969 

Dr. Labelle will be away from the City for 
the next few weeks, and, in his absence, I wish to acknow-
ledge your letter of August 16. I know that the President 
will be delighted when he learns that you have accepted 
Saint Mary's invitation to receive an honorary degree and 
to address our Fall Convocation. 

A detailed progrannne will be forwarded to 
you as soon as arrangements have been finalized. 

In the meantime, would you be kind enough to 
assist us with our planning by supplying the following: 

1. biographical notes which you would permit us 
to use in making a public announcement of your 
acceptance of an honorary degree - a glossy 
photograph, if available, would be most useful. 

2. names and addresses of persons whom you would 
wish us to include in our invitation list. 

3. your height and head size (for academic dress). 

If I can be of any assistance between now and 
Convocation, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely yours, 

CfZ~ ~~u1 

Carol Markesino (Mrs. J.) 
Executive Secretary to 
the President 



.~r s . Carol .:arkesino , 
Office of The resident , 
Saint llary ' s ~'ni ver si ty , 
lfalif ax , JJ. S. 

Dear ,:rs. , arkes1no: 

Auel st 27, 1969 

'!bank you for your letter of the 
21st. _I enclose a typewrit ten copy of t he bio0 raphical 
material used by my publishers . l t is rathe r l on 0 -winded, 
bu t your people will have no diff iculty ill sele cting 
whatever is per tinent to t he occasion. 

/ iy height is 5 feet 8 inches . and my head size i s 7½. 
Ple~se i ncl ude in your invitation list the f ollowing: -

Dr. and !rs . T. li. Raddal l Jr., )1 ,1a1n St r eet, iver pool , t, . S. 

Dr. and ,{r s . William Dennis, 2JO Havelock Road , ,live rview 
Heights, :oncton , l . I3 • 

• r . and !'rs . 1'. C. Bayer, Oakland. :-i:ahone l3ay , t . S. 

:~r. and r1rs . Lawrence ,{erlin, 2.566 Joseph St ., Halifax, ~. S. 

Mr . and E.rs. H. T. h1te , 1662 Edward Street , 1alifax , 1h • 

Sincereq. 

/ 



Mrs. Carol Mark~sino , 

Jf f ice ot the President, 

Saint ~!ary's Cniversity, 

Halif'ax , N. s . 

Dear .1rs. ~arkesino: 

Sep. 15, 1969 

When 1 gave yo? a list _of people I 

wished t P be invited to Convocation,. I did n~t real ise 

that ~iY son and daughter woul d like to bring t heir boys 
I 

and gi rls . 

Can y ou theratore arrange seatdng 

f or to r ehildren ot Dr. And Hrs. William Dannis , 2)0 -

Havelock Road , <iverview Heights , i:oncton •• .,. . ; and two 

children of r . and !1rs . T. H. Raddall J r ., J1 .~ain Street. , 

LiverpoQl, l, . $. 1 · 

With apologies, 

Sincerely, 



Dear Dr. Raddall, 

~alnt o'11f.a't!J 1:1. 'Unia:e-i:1.lt!J 
HALIFAX- CANADA 

September 16, 1969 

Thank you for your letter of September 15. 

We are very pleased to arrange seating for your grand-
children at Convocation, and I have today forwarded the reserved 
cards for their use. 

Sincerely, 
,tJ r,:n , / l '-Ca<JA.,1r- - -1 Jl v~ 

Carol Markesino (Mrs.) 
Secretary to the President 



Sept8!'1ber 20 , 1969 

.1r s . Carol i"arkesino , 

Jffioe of the President. 
( 

Saint •:ary ' s University , 

Hal i .fax , i, . S. 

Dear l-~rs . ~arkesiz o : 

·hen I begin rny Convocation addr ess 

I rnust of course address r,i,yself' first to the Pr esident , 

the Bo~u-d of Governors , the Acad91"lic Senate, and so on. 

Wil l you inf om ne , please , on the 

' proper order and t he corr ect nomencl ature of the .peo le 

t o whom I pay ~ respects ? 

Sincersl,y, 

::-

,, 



i 
\, J . 

Septeober 24, 1969 

&:!Mund .!orria, Eaq., 

Saint .:ary'• Univen1ty,, 

Hal.it' ax, t •• s. 

Our fiim.m:d: · 

I 

I enclose a •oaJ"bon cop1 ot my address 

to be deliv•~ at. the F~ Convocation on Oot.ober 

ihird .• 

I r.ry own tqpiat.· wluch neans an 

er-ror whenever rr;y oind wna ahead of ey tinr.,era, but 
' ' i 

I think zr;y red pencil ha• l!lade the correcUone plain. 

/ 

,) 

' 

,, 

I 
I 

,/ 

I 

S~ee~, 

f ;' 

' I I 
I 

,/ 
I 



SAINT MARY'S UNIVERSITY 
PROGRAMME FOR CONVOCATION DAY 

Friday, October 3, 1969 
2:30 p.m. 

2:00 p.m. - President's Office for robing 

2:25 p.m. - Academic Procession 

2:30 p.m. - Convocation (Master of Ceremonies - Reverend 
G. W. Tait, S.J., Academic Vice-
President) 

Following 
Convocation 

Processional 
Royal Salute 
Invocation (Chancellor of the University) 

President's Remarks 
Conferring of Degrees 

In Course 
Honorary 
Doctor of Letters 
Walter Donald O'Hearn (posthumously) 

to be accepted by Walter D. O'Hearn, Jr. 

Thomas Head Raddall 
Doctor of Laws 

Jean Victor Allard 
Victor deBedia Oland 

Citations will be read by Professor R. Crowther, 
University Orator 

Address to the Graduates 
Thomas Head Raddall, F.R.S.C., LL.D., D.Litt. 

Chancellor closes Convocation 
God Save the Queen 
Recessional 

President's Reception in Faculty Lounge 

The Stadacona Band will be in attendance. 

Parking space will be provided for the Chancellor 
and Honorary Graduates at the main entrance of the 
building. 



Four Honorary Degrees 
Awarded By St. Mary's 

By ANN SUKSDORF 
Staff Writer. 

One hundred s t u d e n ts 
received degrees from St. 
_Mary's University yesterday 
and four honorary degrees 
were conferred at the in-
stitution's fall convocation. 

Archbishop James Hayes, 
chancellor of St. Mary's, con-

ferred honorary degrees of 
doctorates of law to former 
Chief of Canada's Defence 

See Pictures Page 3 

Staff Gen. Jean Victor Allard 
and Lieutenant - Governor 
Victor deB Oland. 

Honorary doctorate of let-
ters were awarded to the late 

Walter Donald O'Hearn, ac-
cepted by his son Walter D. 
O'Hearn Jr., and to Canadian 
author Thomas Head Raddall. 

The students r e c e i v e d 
respectively b a ch e 1 or s 
degrees in arts, science, com-
merce and education, Master 
of Arts (education) and 

See FOUR Page 8 





Four 
(Continued from Page One) 

diplomas in engineering. 
In the address to the 

graduates, Thomas Raddall 
said one of the few people in 
the world today who are 
"really and truly" free is the 
independent author. But with 
the great change in time, 
there has been a deep cor-
rosion of taste in literature 

· and theatre. · 
He said writing is one of the 

hardest ways to make a liv-
ing, but the writer's real 
reward is the pleasure of 
creation. ' 
"NO MEAN GOAL'' 

Dr. Randall :;aid writing 
can be a profession and an 
art, and to succeed in both 
"is no mean goal." 

He said more and more 
people are reading the printed 
word. 

"But mark this, when you 
write about real Canadians, of 
English or French, and with 
the knowle<:lge of long residen-
ce and study among them, 
you are bound to get sling-
shots from some Canadian 
critics, usually from Toronto, 
who complain that this sort of 
thing is merely provincial ... 
and that you should be striv-
ing to express the life and 
soul of the whole country in a 
Great Canadian Novel. 

"But if Canadiens are to 
have a truly native literature, 
there must be some writers i:i 
every part of the country, 
who keep their feet on Cana-
dian earth and their minds in 
close touch with Canadian 
thought." 

Referring to the corrosion 
of literature, Dr. Raddall said 
that "there is a. rush of s~rib-
blers, male and female, eager 
to get money from a flow of 
sludge, iike goldpanners in a 
frantic new Klondike." 

America, he said, is not 
alone in this. In almost every 
European cou ntry today, "the 
same kind of scribblers are at 
work hurrying to get their 

· stuff into print, or onto stage 
or the screen, in effect hold-
ing up a cartoon of Bediam 
as a mirror of the modern 

. world." · 





Lieutenant-Governor Walter D. O'Hearn Jr. 
Victor deB. Oland ; 

THE CHRONICLE-HERALD 

General Jean Victor Thomas Head Raddall 
Allard 

ST. MARY'S UNIVERSITY yesterday conferr~d 
honorary degrees of Doctor of Laws on General Jean 
Allard and Lieutenant-Governor Victor Oland and 
degrees of Doctor of Letters on Walter D. O'Hearn 
(posthumously), accepted by his son Walter O'Hearri Jr. 
and Thomas Head Raddall. (Wamboldt-Waterfield) 
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C O N V O C A T I O N 

Friday, October Third, Nineteen Hundred and Sixty-Nine 

CITATION 

Thomas Head Raddall 



- • 

Most Reverend Chancellor: 

The name Thomas Raddall is as well known as it is 

mispronounced in Nova Scotia, where local tradition runs in 

favour of not consulting anyone in the proper pronunciation 

of his name and of not being open to correction from any source. 

But it should also be understood that the addition of an S, the 

changing of a vowel or the misplacing of an accent is clearly 

an indication, in this part of the world, of popular affection 

or admiring regard. Since Mr. Raddall must be used to hearing 

at least three variants of his distinguished Cornish name, he 

may therefore consider himself thrice blessed. 

Thomas Head Raddall was ten when his family re-

moved from Hythe, England in 1913. He was fourteen and in 

the Chebucto School when the Halifax Explosion destroyed much 

of the City in December 1917. Thomas escaped, however, with 

concussion and a slight cut. 

In the following year two things happened which 

gravely affected his life: he lost his father, Colonel 

Raddall who was killed in battle at Amiens while commanding 

a battalion of Canadian infantry; and he added, without per-

mission, three years to his age, declared he was eighteen, 

trained as a wireless telegrapher and shipped aboard the 

transports "War Karma" and "Prince George" in the North 

Atlantic. 

After 1919 there followed a spell of service with 

the Canadian merchant marine, a year of which our guest spent 
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on that 'Graveyard of the Atlantic', Sable Island. 

In 1922 he left the telegraph service, studied ac-

counting and found a position at a small wood-pulp mill on the 

Mersey River. What ever time he could spare, he seems to have 

devoted at this period to wandering in the woods and exploring 

afoot and by canoe, the forests on the Mersey watershed. 

From time to time a figure would emerge from the 

undergrowth to talk to loggers, observe river drivers, hunters 

and trappers, converse with a band of Micmac Indians and dis-

appear again into the silence of the woods. It was Thomas 

Raddall adding to his experience and collecting the material 

he was later to call upon as a writer. 

In 1927 our guest's life was affected by the plea-

sures of domestic harmony. He married Edith Freeman, -- a 

young music teacher -- and settled in the small sea-port of 

Liverpool. 

In this old colonial town, with its tales of 

pioneers, its traditions and its gently pervading smell of 

sulphur, Thomas Raddall began to write; a little, slowly and 

carefully in the evenings, after work at the paper mill. 

Failure brought disappointment; disappointment, discourage-

ment. Manuscripts returned 'rejected' or Beelined' until 

1933 when Blackwood's magazine agreed to publish a few tales. 
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Of the many Blackwood subscribers all over the world 

who must have admired the tales of Thomas Raddall, two helped 

him greatly: Colonel Theodore Roosevelt, Jr. and John Buchan, 

later Lord Tweedsmuir, Governor General of Canada. Encouraged 

by their enthusiasm, Thomas Raddall gave up his office job in 
1938 and became a professional author with what Buchan described 

as "a rare gift of spare-limbed narrative". 

Then there began to flow from his pen a variety of 

works, the titles of which are familiar to so many Canadians: 

His Majesty's Yankees, Roger Sudden, Halifax, Warden of the 
North, The Governor's Lady. 

The scope of Thomas Raddall's skill seems as wide 

as his popularity. He has turned his hand from short stories, 

to historical novels, romantic tales and history; in doing so 

he has received three Governor General's Awards, the 1956 Lorne 

Pierce Medal and the Doubleday Award for Canadian fiction. 

In all his seventeen books, including eight novels, 

five volumes of short stories and four of history, Thomas Raddall 

has written about this country, and more particularly this prov-
ince, for which Canadians and Nova Scotians have honoured him. 

Dalhousie University refers to him as Dr. Raddall; he is also 
Fellow elect of the Royal Society of Canada. 

It is said of him that "he is a meticulous writer, 

never satisfied, believing with Flaubert that there is one 
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perfect way of saying anything and that the writer should seek 

it at all costs". 

Since the present speaker is not satisfied that the 

'one perfect way' of summarizing the accomplishment of Thomas 

Raddall lies within the compass of his abilities, he begs leave 

to enlist the support of Lord Tweedsmuir further: 

"I confess (he said) to a special liking for a story 

that has something of a plot and which issues in a dramatic cli-

max, a type which has had many distinguished exponents, from Sir 

Walter Scott through Stevenson and Maupassant to Kipling and 

Conrad. To this school Mr. Raddall belongs, and he is worthy 

of a great succession." 

Most Reverend Chancellor, 

I have the privilege to request that you honour 

Saint Mary's University by conferring upon Thomas Head Raddall 

the degree of Doctor of Letters, honoris causa. 
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