
48 Killdeer Ores ., Toronto 17, Ont . 

July 13, 1962 . 

Dear Tom: 

Our paths are to cross again -- sort of. 

A8 you ere aware , The Wings of Night is being made into 

a TV serial by CBC" 

What you probably do not know is that the 6- yea r-ol d 

Charity Haines chosen for the l ittle girl' s par t is our grandchild . 

Our daughter , Deir dre Haines , will accompany her daughter to your 

town in August for the shooting. Presumably you will meet the 

cast at sone time and I thought I should tell you my connection 

with the little gi rl. For six years she was my only grand- daughter. 

( I h ave 10 grandsons . } But the other day in San Francisco I got a 

second little g irl -- Celia Brezner. Two tips :tbr you . 

You can make friends rli th the child instantly if you call 

her Sarah . She was christened Charity and I like the name but she 

does no t and made her mother r evise the official registration to 

Sarah Charity. lc'.ost of us for get most of the time but her baby 

brother Ben always call s her Sarah. 

Talk about fate I My life is full of Sa rahs . My great-

aunt was Sarah; my mother was Sarah):'.,m.y wife is Sarah and now this 

beloved ch ild. 

Item Two . Sarah Charity is no genius, just learns fast . 

She learned to read at three, then taught her older brother . She 

has taken part in school plays and the family lea rns with pleasure 

that child stars seldom have aduJ. t theatrical careers . 

I ' ve given Deirdre your Halifax: 1;rarden of the North as 

her introduction to Nova Sootia . 

L0 ve to Edi th from us both, 

Deacon 



W ILLIAM A RTH UR DEACON 

Jan 22 , 1965 

Dear Tom: 

At the end of 1960, the Gl obe & Mail pensioned me off 

involuntar i ly for the crime o f bei..ng 70 . Several publishers offe red 

me contracts for an au tobiogr aphy; but I turned them down . I ' m not an 

int eresting cuss have slain no dragons . Only George Nelson aske d 

me what I would write; a nd I said an i.nforrml , opinionated histo ry of 

Can . Li t. f r om 1880. He f!JJ.Ve me a good contrac t and I ' ve worked down 

to 1940 and face the fi nal time - period. It has to be rather sketchy, 

you know , be cau s e all the books of all the best Canadian a uthors make 

a large total. . 

I have your Halifax: Warden of the North (1948 ) b ut shall 

not deal with your Hist . West Nova Scotia Regi ment . I know 1 t ' s valua-

ble but too l ocal for my purposes . 

I have and have read {generally have rev iewed) all your 

fiction from The Pied Piper of Dipper Creek (1938) to The Governor ' s 

Ledy (1 959 . ) 

** By the way, plea se help my memory here . I was i nrrnens ely 

taken with your detailed account of La dy Wentworth 's voyage to England 

and , especial ly, her stage- coach trip from (was it Portsmouth?) to 

London . Ra ilroads were running when I was a kid 1n Stanstead , Quebec ; 

and I mourn the gradual passing of the "bu.11- gines . " Now in some 

s ubsequent presentat ion of The Governor 's Lady - - maybe radio or t . v . 

-- thi s whole ove rland journey in England of Lady Wentworth was cut 

r ight out .. I v,as mad., But , at 75, I can ' t remember in what version 

it was cut out. Plea se tell DB because I want to express my anger t ha t 

such a v iv i d histor i ca l journey wa s omitted. It can never happen 
again . 
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I find it a bit odd that, when we a re both under contract to 

the same publisher , I find i t a bit odd taht I shoul d have have 

received no rev iew copy of any of your books sihce 1959 . Ha s Doubleday 

publishe d any o f yours ? 

Just ginnne the rax. I don ' t mind going to the mat with 

George , who is a personal friend . I imagine t h e machinery has br oken 

down - - t ha t publici:jy doe s n ' t yet know that I am a Doubleday au thor. 

Of course we who write and publ ish books a r e in a precarious 

state. The least we c an do i s tell each othe r '!here we stand. 

Warm regards , 

All I need is title , date and a word a s to nat ure of contents, 

such a s novel , short stories, hi story o r whatever. Thanks . 

Out of thousands of Canadians, wh o published books in the 80 yea rs , 

I ' m only dealing with 250 plus . Even so , it ' s pretty condensed. 

Tn my opinion the achievemen t is considerable. Uore i 'l'lpo r tant 1s 

r apid progression from some pretty feeble s tuff 1880/1900 to highl y 

crei tabl e work, espec ially after 1920 . More so afte r 1940 . 



Jan. 25,1965 

_Hello BUl: 

Delighted to hear rron you again , and to know that you 
are doing a history ot Canadian literature - "opinionated" as you 
•at• r •ve always liked Van Wyck Brooka"l detinition: - "How does a 
bookman differ from a critic? He dllfers 1n that he assumes as 
given the whole o-1 1 u: sphere or values. nie bookman does 
not judge, nor is he asked to judge. He appreciates , he enjoys , 
he communicates pleasure. In the world ot the bookman, taste is 
the main atta1r, enthusiasm, gusto, relish. " 

I have had , no book published since The Governor ' s Ladr 1n 1960. 

GL had taken a lon& effort, with resear'ch in New Hampshire , .Eng-
land and Belgiwn. (I had previously" researched the Nova Scotia period 
in t.ll!/ Wen tworths I l1 ves. ) Attar the book tinal..1¥ came out I asked 
myself the inevitable question "what shall I do next?" and there 
was no answer. I had now published sixteen books ot various kinds 
and I felt that I should pause and take. st.ock. What d1d I reall¥ 
want to dot Two things had been nagging at my mind tor a long t1me 
- and long put aside because I had to earn a living and these 
things weren ' t the kind that enrich publishers or authors. One 
vu the st.oey ( call it histoey) ot Sable Island - the so-called 
•Graveyard ot the A.Uantic" - where as you know I spent a year 
1n my sea-wandering youth. The other was a collection ot true 
stories ot men and things connected vith Nova Scotia - all the 
way from the whole story ot the famous mystery ship Mary Celeste 
(not just the episode of her abandontlent oft the Azores) to the 
real story of "Grey Owl 11 • vho spent more time at:onRst the 
tticmaca than he ever did amongst the Oji bw13"s. (When he enlisted 
1n the Canadian army he vas living with Mic:macs at Bear River H. S. ) 
Thia would include the real stoey ot his ani,y career and his vou.nds 
- he was an art.rul dodger 1n these aa he was 1n everything else. 

So I toQk ott on a wonderful Sabbatical, riding in all directions 
- everything from pulling up sunke'1i, tcmbstones 1n a search for 
the grave of the first ca;ptain of the Mary Celeste, at a place 
called (believe it or not) Econmy, N. S. - to hunting up Archie 
Bel.any I a former platoon commander and one of his fellow snipers 
1n the Ypres salient, vintage 1915.(I located these 1n Montreal 
arxi Saskatchevanl ) 

Meanwhile Doubleday was getting worried bocause I vasn •t working 
on another novel . At their urging I went to New York for a chat 
with their top men and vi th Tom Costain. They wanted me to start 
another coatwne novel right aw33 • azxl Tom suggested one wr1 tten 
about the central figure ot Frontenac or of Champlain. I said ho. 



Both Frontenac and Champlain have been written to death, and 
1n acy case I preferred to stick to my chosen theme - people in 
the Nova Scotia scene, past and present. I thought there might be 
a novel in the ator;y or Charles and Madame la Tour , and the Double-
day men were quite happy about it. So I came hor.ie and apont moat 
ot a year digging up all I could about the La Tours. But in the end 
I gave it up, Madame was a magn1ficent creaUlre , but W'lf'ortunately 
&tter her death in the hands of Charn1&"'1 ' • men the story was one 
long anticlil!lu, because La Tour vas just a weak shifter, 

Then_ I spent months revising and bringing up to date my "Halifax, 
Warden or The North• , originall,y published in 1948, (Doubledf\Y 
is publishing the now edition this year. ) Also I vent on gathering 
material tor the collection of true stories. 

Then I got the notion ror a novel based on Halitax during the 
Napoleonic wars , when hundreds ot French prisoners were kept 
there in hulks and on t,elvill.e Island . I had alv'l)'s been intrigued 
with the history of the Y.cNabs , of McNab ' s Island at the harbor 
mouth. Old Peter McNab bought the islarxi 1n the early days of 
Halifax and lived there like a Highland laird, with a little clan 
of servants and retainers about him. 1be French prisoners were 
allowed parole to work 1n arxi about Halifax - everything troa 
pick-and-shoTel on ~, roads to teaching French and dancing 1n 
the homes of the genn,y-. I began to see a plot in vol 'fi.ng the 
Mc.Nabs w1 th one of the French officer-prisoners. Folloved a 
long Job of research, including every detail of the old Mel.Ula 
Island prison , and ot the Y.cNab mmwtl.• McNab 1s Island had a 
stony point sticking out into the main harbor channel, and the 
Admiral used to hanE the bodies of mut ~ era on gibbets there, 
within sight of Peter McNab 1s house - much to filctlab ' s disgust. 
So that circumstance gave me the title ot the book, "Han~an • a 
Beach. " 

l"m well into the job and hope to finish it in tizi:e tor publication 
this Fall, After that I ' ll tinish the book ot true stories -
no tiUe tor that yet. After that the Sable Island book , though 
George Nelson thinks I should do yet another novel after the 
true story collection. That remains be seen. 

Governor ' s .Lady was not used as a play on radio or TV, so I can ' t 
think vhere you saw or heard Lady Wentworth Is Journey cut out. 

As they say 1n Nevtoundland, "01 drinks an ' looks t 1ards yel " 

Cheers, 

William Arthur Deacon, F.sq., 
48 Killdeer Crescent, Toronto. 



Publications Pro~.m 1 

'nle Centenninl C<1:1n1ss1on, 

P. O. Bo:t 1967, 

Ott.aw, lmta.11.o. 

Gontlemon: 

Aul!ll•t 2, 1965 

111th regazd to the application of Wllliaa 

Arthur Deacon tor a grant to enable hill to write A 

Popular !!18tor,y of Canadian Literature, 188o-t960, I 

enclose a statement qy Referee. 

51.nce:rely . 



Publications Program, 
Th<' Cc.nt(_>nn ia l Commission, 
P . O . Box l"U7. 
Utta,.,_a, Ontario. 

Gr• nt 1 eme n: 

This is the a n plication of Wil Ii.am Arthur Deacon of 

4:~ Killdee r Crescent, Toronto 17. for a grant of $5., 11) _ 

1:: nab]e m(' to comnlete a oo;)ular h i story of r:ana<lian Li.U·:--'<t 

from l080, when Charles G. D. Roberts, the r, 2n years ol cl. ,1,"-

J isbed his first volume of ,,oP try . He t,:as alrc•Ariy an M.A. an ,-J 

a :Jrofessor . This was the g r ea t tear, out of tht:' terribl e' med ' 

ocrity of ,; revious Canadian writing; and h, ca r:--ied \.-jth him 

his cousin Bliss Carman who remains, possibly our best lyric• 

lst. Roberts was also the inventor of the naturalistil: animal 

story, which has unique national c onnotations: ( in our ,:!av 1,e 

ha,J<:: seen an English woman, r esidc,nt in Afri.ra, bring u; a haby 

1 i on as a hous ehold pet . ) Also in my 1iay I have s ef' n ttw 

e rg enc·, of the Canadian novel, as hy "'a zo rle la Roche. 

L1hat I al'l covering in my book i.s this 8fJ :,cars , ~c 

) C> duri n? uhich Canada emerged , in a li.ter;iry .-:a:-•- from 

~0 s,_H·h a signi.ficant nove l by 1,orlf standards fl '.! ~'n.•,' 5o,ls-

\•'Ort i1 's Th,.. Atonern2nt of Ashley Morrlen ( l'hl, ) \"•1fort1·!lat" 1 · 

for . .,~. l..:lnaiian li terature ,,on't stand still. '-'o:,°F t !r1 

tom nti on hooks pub l'.shei af'.:(;'r 1 :10 2,ut a: ;_; Y"ars; of 



show p rogress in Canadian Literature from 1880 t o 196') . 

It's tremendous. 

Naturally, you wish to know who I am; and I refer you 

to page 272 The Canadian Who's Who, which says in part: Writer . 

c ritic, essayist; born Pembroke, Ontario , 1890; son of William 

Henry D. , a lawyer . Educated at Stanatud .Quebec; Victoria 

College, Toronto ; Univers ity of Ma nitoba; LL.B., 1918. Ca lled 

to the Bar in 1918, practised in Winnipeg 1 918- 22. Contributed 

to New York Times Boole Review from 1920 . Became regular con-

tributor to Manitoba Free Press literary suppl ement from 1921. 

Appointed literary editor Toronto Saturday Night 1922, p lanned 

and l aunched literary supplement for that paper, 1925. Resigned 

1928 and became li terary editor of Toronto Mail & Empire, 

later absorbed to become literary editor of The Globe and Mail. 

Continued till 1960 , when became a free lance writer. Syndic-

ated weekly reviews to a number of leading Canadian dailies 

1928-32; member of contributing staff Canadian Home Journal 

1927-28; supplied monthly book department to The Passing Show, 

Montreal 1929-31. Since 1 93 0 has been corre s ,ionde nt for The 

Ar gus, Melbourne, Australia; Canadian corres;:iondent for Satur-

day Re v iew of Literature, Ney,, York 1925- 33. Fir st Canadian to 

devote himself wholly to c riticism and earn a living at i t, 

De '.rnty Administrator of Printing and Publishing Div i s ion 

o f Wart ime: Pri ces an d Trade Board durinc, Scc on J Worl d Wa r 

lflL. 2- 1946. 

Cha irman of Governor-Gc.nera l ' s A•,:ard i, Boa rd lS!;!: •• 1 '?19 

Charter me'!lber of Canadian Authors Association l '.:21; 

honorary member sin ce 1955; national ;,resident 1946-48; 

honorary ~res id ent Toront o bran ch since 1955. 



Has ;:- ublished the fo llm, .;,ng book s : Pen.; an::! r:rn.t _:: , 

1923 , ( c .s cays ;) Pet e r McArthur, 1921, ( b i.og ra ,, hy; ) Po~-

cen, 1926 ( e s s ays; ) The Fou r Jameses , 1 ()2 7, ( hmnor; 

0,)~n House, 1931 ( sym;:, osium o f Canad ian o;,inion; ) 

My Vi sion of Canada, 1933; The Literary Ma p of canada , 1930; 

Her e Comes The Censor, 1 94 0 . 

NOY unde r contract to Do ubl e day canaCa Li;ni tEd f or a 

sele c t i ve history of Canadian Litera ture from 1880- the 

book concerned in this a µpli catio n . Writing ya s b r cut, ht t o 

a halt las t year by the s eriou s ill nes s of my Yi f e . Medica l 

a ut hor i t ies ha ve now de cided that s he wi ll f a re bette r in 

her own home if a nu r s e -housekeep er ; skill ed in thi s s e rvi cL , 

is i ns t alled t o take over household management a s well as 

nu rs i ng dut ies. This will not only fr ee me from persona l anx-

ie:ty, but wi l l afford me the time neces s ary to comp l e t e t he 

wri t i ng task . Added cos t s wi ll be $2,500 . a year ove r a t wo 

yea r peri od, $5, 000. in all. 



.j, !:t: 

, . . •,, 
. _;:, ,~ 

I 11m just about dotting the last i ''and .\ _, 
-:-.·!iitt•'· ' !.. t. . . ·. ~./:f'' 

crossing ~e las~ ."t 1n "Hangroa.n I s Beach". It is 1to_o 
·--t"Z.}l~\•f., . . " h 

late tor~ ~bl.i~&'ti~ this year, but in a week ~or tw· .. ,. .. · . 
I 111 send al1~ • copies of the typescript to you 

. ,, 
to Georg8 Shi~~• •: . . • _ 

~.-.rt-l l;, • ' A , 

.... _',.'~:,:~ •t vi.shes to Lil¥ and yourself from 
,"j:1/7< 

E. and me. Any , chance 
' \.-

for another autumn visit? 

Cheers, 





WILLIAM ARTHUR DEACON 

Aug , , 7 , 1965 

Dear Tom: 

Thank you very much for your kind note to George Nelson 

disclosing that you had filled out the Referee form in my favor . 

The Govermnent sets great store by these statements because they 

avoid civil servants using their own judgments . 

I fear my stuff will be in before I have read Hangman' s 

Beach . I don ' t think it matters becau s e you will have a hard time 

bea t ing The Governor ' s Lady. You wi l l have a hard time beating that 

one , I m.ntion 16 of your titles , 

My title is The Rise of Canadian Literature. I start with 

Roberts ' s first book of poems in 1880; and I ' m supposed to stop at 

1969 ; but of co urse I don ' t . What the Hell ? If something very good , 

and that I happen to know about, was published late r why no t mention 

it ? Anyway, that ' s what I ' m doing . 

I ' l l never fo r get your kindnesft~~ ,tanding beside me on a 

cruise of Halifax harbour, What I do for h s 60% of the things you 

pointed out and explained . Is the r e a local tourist market for a 

50¢ pamphlet on Things to See on the Halifax \Va ter front ? I can ' t 

recall half the things :you told me; but it was all so fascinating I'd 

gladly buy that lecture in printed form. 

Regards to your wife , 

It was my grand- daughter, Charity Haine s , who played the little girl 
in yoUI:' novel that was filmed in situ . I recall she was too good a 
swimmer for the part . 



WILLIAM ARTHUR DEACON 

Oct. lG, l9G5 

Deur Tom: 

l~y apol.)gi.es to you for (a) not aclmonledc;ing :10ur .. ost 

'-elpfUl let~er of January 25th nor (b) your kindness in August in 

becomi!lg one of my referees . George forrmrded a copy to me . Of your 

letter to hi.rr. about it . Alro Itm looking forvrard to !-Iancm.2n t s Beach 

thls fo.11 ~iecause I h:..:.ven • t read a nen Canadian boolc in a lon,:; time . 

Nor any other new book • 

.'hen I retired Georee kept at me to write :ci.y autobiography , 

uhich I refused because my life has been uninteresting ••• except that 

I got a thrill out of se e~ ng a.11 you new Can ~ authors come on½ to 

supply me wi_ th fasci_nating readingg I enjoyed seeing Can., lit . c;row 

'in power o.s well as in quantity.. That ·w:.IB my happy life . I TTasn ' t 

sure I could do i t - - but I ought to be doing somethi.ng and , God knows J 

I rms no good for anything else .. So I wealcened snd signed . 

I've written a l ot but i.t is a very sloi7 busi.ness . I hadn ' t 

realized how much I had forgotten of' what I had read . A f'ellow reads a 

lot in 40 years Jhen that is his business . To give you an idea of the 

scope , this year Literary History of Canada was publ i.shed . ·:rri tten by 

15 professors who , bet·aeen them , filled 945 extra large pages ; and the 

thi.ngs sells for $18., I suppose it will be good for class- room use . 

n;ne will be nothi.ng like that -- more sketchy, concentrating on high 

1 i.ghts both as to authors mentioned and individual books . ,Then I began 

1,7ith the first boo}c of C. G. D. Roberts i_n 1880, I had no conception of 

,1hat I ' d be faced vii th i_n dealing wtth au tho rs rfilo publ 1 shed betiVeen 

1945 and 1965 . 

How at a e 75 !!lY memory isn ' t •,rhat it rras . Fortunately mos t 

of your books are on my shelves at home ; and I ' m looking forward to 
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Hangman ' s Beach this fall . It \7111 be a great relief m read a neTI' 

book for a change; and of course I ' m sold on you anyway . As reviener , 

I ' ve al.rtays been sold on you anyway and you , as author , probably had my 

rev'i.ews and understand how hl ghly I regard you . But all I have room 

for 1s a Sl.l!!F"ary. r • 11 see that Hangman ' s Beach gets in; but History 

of tbe West Nova Scotia Regimen t (1948) may not be mentioned . I tl!tink 

H riould effective t.o begin with Halifax: Warden of the North (1948 . ) 

Happily, as I say, copies of most of your books - not all -

are on a special shelf in my study; and there is not much point in 

mentioning those out of print . I think I ' ll ask Ethel Blais here . 

I 1•1as tre:nendously pleased when you brought Mrs . Raddall to 
V d 

the Toronto Con,Centton . I ' m just an hon . men . now . Nobody is feader 

than en ex-president . But I ' m grateful to you . As to Can. Lit., you 

brought the Mari times into Co nfederation . 

I' ll never forcet the trip from Bedford Basin , acress Halifax 

to the south . I could not remEmber half the history you told :rre in 

that hour; but I did get a lasting impression . Especially of your 

courtesy. I had a hell of a time getting aboard , from ship to ship . 

I wanted to get down and cravll on my hands and knees . Somebody ldndly 

gave me a hand. 

'Jell , Tom, you as writer and I as reviewer have played our 

parts. You will gp on but I ' m on my last lap . I ' m trying now to sum 

up ; but it doesn_' t really mat"';er i7hether I do . Canadian authorship is 

accepted and each of us has played our parts . I think it was worth 

doing. 

'.'farm regards , 
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