
llr. T. H. Raddall, 
"" Park St •• 

L1Terpool, N . s. 
Dear Sir: 

2311 Shakespear, St., 
Victoria, B. c. 

D1c1aber 2nd, 1962. 

With the annual circular recently receiTtd from 
the 8th (Ovaeaa) Battalion Aaeocietion. was a copy of your 
letter and poem, sent to Mr. Stevena, l e st April. I found 
beth yery interesting. Your addreea wee not given, ea I 
leaked it up through the ltcal Library. 

I remember your father very we 11. I think he ca1De 
to th1 8th originally aa a Q)IS-1, but waa soon 
and giTen charge of the ea-called Machine Gun section, though 
it my understanding that the Colt ia not really a uchine 

gun in the proper sense, tut • •light automatic•. I don• t 
think your father thought much of them. 

Being able to type, and write shorthand, al•o to 
operate a mimeograph, I waa •dr3 fted• the first Battalion 
Orderly Room Sergt; Could I have foreseen what I YiEtB letting 
my a elf in f11r? I had only one clerk to help mt, anly 
one typewriter, and at no The cerreupondence 
was and literally mountains of paper de•cended upon 
me in forae of ene kind or 2nother, of which I had 
find out what te do with. Th• •nice" adjutant I had in the 
beginning soon replaced by a aour bully ef a Scotcll-
policeman. H1 a trial in himself, but in additi1n I 
was working fir the moat part ,.11r•und the cl1clc 1 and mor1 

1ften than noti went without my meals. After about t~o 
weeke of I threw in the sponge and aeked t1 be returned 
te erdinary duty. I think toth the o. C. and the Adjutant 
resented ray defection, and later made me aware of it. 

Your father often came to the Orderly Room to 
consult on matters relating to hia Section, and our relationship 
waa always cordial, though after he .,,..a commissioned I they 
b•ca ,ne monr formal. 

During the time at Valcartier, there were three gru1t 
reviews of the whole Contingent I on a plain a tout a mile 
aouth of the camp. I was in you father• a company, on two 
of these occaaione, •hen we wert both privileged to be 

Hhe first of these reviews••• a heart-breaker. The 
troops wenjt by on a tat talion with coloured uniform.a 
from Tarioua Militia regiments, and a few in deniu and 
straw The laat reTie• did credit to old Sir Sam, 
as all were then in new, clean khaki with uniform 
The Scottish of course retained their trsditienal garb, 
but even they had new khaki jack.eta. 

Your father a forceful pereonality, and duriDE the 
tim1 he was adjutant in 1 16, thf~ troopa used to i•t a great 

kick our of seeing inapect groupa of ne• drat'teea 
that nre continually takin& the place• of tho1e who had 
fallen by the waysid1. Theae groupa of drafteea, wert 
u.aually tim.ed te be eent the batteli•n, the day after 

wt came gut of the line. The first day out in billets 
was usually devoted t1 resting and •cleaning up• en 

of mud and vermin. 

When the drafteea arrived, they w1r1 usually farmed 
up at some convenient lecatien, end ygur father end the 

R. s. JL. would inspect them. Your father gave each 
ind i v idual a real •going over•, to the no am.all amusement 
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•f th• troop• &athered at a reapectful distance to •watch the 

I, myself , le f t the Battal i on at Vimy, where 
•copped a packet• which ca uasd me to be in1'alided. 
t hat I ne ver aaw your father again in t he f lesh. 
waa a soldier•• soldier, a nd I hold memory in 
affecti • na t e remembrance. 

I had 
After 

He 

Formerly Re i. ' l No. 802, Sergt., 6 th Battalion. 

P . S . !la y I inqui r e 
father a t all, and i a , 

if you were ol d enough to rememter your 
,, ~ - ""' _.,,. ,un """" 



:·r. P. ·•.ChiB\.1811. 
2J11 Qlakespoore 5t., 
Victoria. J . C. 

Jcar :r. Chiu.,ell. 

Dec .6 , 1~ 

Thank you ror n nost i-:-rt.erestit\_; letter . I cnn 
remember father verJ well i.n/eed . 1 1.e.st saw him whm1 I was 12. 
vhen he c~ hcoe on conYru.oscent leave af'ter hi.a wourxls sustained 
at Ypres . ··y mother died in 1959. On r:ry vi.si.t to 'Tanitob.:i Cenet-
ery in 1958 I broucht n:. ay c. plcstic bo.efull or earth from ,.,.ather ' s 
_·rove. toeether with o 3Pri13 or the London fride crowine there . i'y 
""1.0ther kept t~.eoo in a srnll fla,,;erpot until her death, and I placed 
them on her graw in :rnl1f"ruc. 
J,. s you !la.Y, :?ather had a l ow opinion of the Colt machine gun, ill'ld 
for thct r..a.tter , of the Col t aut'Xllltic pistol, with -which rre.rr:, Can-
adian of.ricers an..-cd theI:SelVe3 in 1914-15 . (It seeti'.S qu.:lint to 
reflect that D.n officer • s side-am w.ns optional in those &yo , so 
lon-: as he paid ror- it hlll:self . ) ::-or tho rest of tho 1,,-0.r he car-
ried tl:e cunberacr..e but r eliable e'!:>ley-, whl.d.1 woul .• fire re-.:ard-
leos of Q1CI etc . I still have tho one th: t """ taken fran hi.a body, 
toe;et~icr \."'1th his field- elam:ies , thro· ,;h which ho had taken his lost 
look in lli'e. 

eforo the war, as an instructor a-t;. i:ythe and later in various mi~ 
iti.n ccntreo in Cano.dB, he had r~e a specialty or the machine-gun. 
and had sul:d.tted to hicher autha-ity a number of car ef'ull;y written 
reports or essays on the role it should play 1n futuro warf'nre . Of 
course, Aut'iorlty in thooe d.lya still thoueht two :'axl.r,i enough far 
one rcciI:':cnt . f-£ter 1914 r:nny or his pre 1.ctions cane true. 

In the winter of 1 16-17 • ho •'a!:i JX)Ste<l to ;)ricade st.arr to lo.''0-rk rut 
the operational role or then-e' s in the fort.Lcc:tlin.:; Virr,y attack . 
,•,fter the dieJ was ct1st . on t'.1e mornin,:;:; of Virzy. ho DOde his way 
u;, to t!le fJ.chtin;; troops "'1d reroined with than, roving u;, ond drun 
to in::;pect tee sitinc of tho c;uns in vieu of t:ie expected Gernen 
counter-o.ttocks. ,e was never really hai;.~,y o.;:ay fr~ the f.ezincnt, 
aOO after -he recovered fra:i his wourds sustained in June ' 17 he W-38 
clD to return to the Cth as cocon<l- in-cor.t "'nc!.. :1s letters on... 
diarico reveal hio pride in the !DD' s , their record throughoot t he 
wm-, on .... the eroo.t things they wcw.d yet do . 

It 1a a cnttcr or erec.t rccret to r:-o , as I know it must be to vet,,rans 
like yourself , that no real on:::i detailed 1-:1story o£ the t irmipec .iifies 
in n1r One ws ever written. About 1930, a!'ter enquiry at Ottawa, 
I 1ocated the of.ficer who waa su:JPoSed to write tl:e reeinental hiotory ; 
but he confes sed he wao a busy lrn.,yer and 'WOUld never be able to i'irrl 
ttc tirB. ~, then, o:' course. moot & the officers and men had scat-
tered to var' ou.~ p,:,.rta of Canada, with adJresseo unknown. 

~ / ;e;ff?, 



2311 Shakespeare St., 
Victoria, B. C . , 

Dece,ober 17th, 1962 . 

llr. T. H. l!dda ll, 
4-4 Pa rk St., 

Liverpool, N. s. 
Dear llr; Radda ll: 

Thank you for y our k i nd ackn owl edgment of 
my previous letter. Yes, it •as unfortunate that the Battalion 
hiatory never got written. The pa rent Militia unit isaued 
twe souvenir tookleta, one in 1933 , and another in 1~5b, f or 
the 50th and ?5th Anni'Teraariea. Both theae contain 
•thumt: ... nail"' sket ches. Your father's picture is included 
in the 1933 Edition . I don't know if you have seen ei t yer 
of these booklets. The earlier e d ition is hard to get now, 
tut if you do not have one , t here is a chance one mi ght be 
got (perhaps frem t h e effect s of some deceaaed), by 

advertis ing in the Winni p eg papers. 

You will no doube have one of the greup 
phot og raphs of t h e officers taken at Valcartier, in which 
yo ur father is the only one wearing "cotten kit" - the 
rest all teing in serge. 

There is an officer at the extreme right 
of the gro up , a rather "akinny 11 man. He was Capt. 
Eadie, and for some reason, he did not ga with ua frem 
Valcartier, tut joined in the field some t ime later as 
• reinforcement officer. I re member with h1rrer , the 
shocking fate which befell him. He was s itting in a 
latrine "up t h e line•, one of lhose open ... te-the air 

afairs , when a ahell came a nd b lasted him. He fe ll, 
mortally wounded into the filth bel1w, and we had te 
fi sh hi m out , with the filth se ep ing i nto hia open wounds. 
Ught He d ied stout two hours a f ter we g ot him ont~ a 
stretcher, and out of there. 

Incidentally , i n t hat off i cer-group 
men tio ned , onl y know of one who is alive now. The 
frent rew is all g one , withmut exce p ti ont 

Cemplimenta of the Season, 

Yeu~~•rely, 

):~~ 
/ 
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