
15 . 11.1 971. 

Dear Mr. Raddall, 

I have jus t read your book , The Go vernor ' s 

Lady,and I enjoyed it thor oughly; I am onl y jus t beginning 

to catch up wi t h lost sleep ! Although I r ead a grea t deal 

I am not very keen ' on his torical nove ls; I prefer history 

unvarnished. 

In connection with Halifax you mentioned an Assis tant 

Commissary- Geberal of that place and this pu t me in mind of 

a member of my mother's family, Thomas Williams ,Commissary-

Ge ner a l of Halifax who married a daughter of General Amhers t 

al t hough I understand t hat he had no daughterst) and was 
the father of General Sir William Fenwick Williruna , Bart . 

de fender of Kars,born 1800 in Halifax and died 1881 

and is buried in Brampton Cemetery , London . 
I have a good memory and recall scraps t ha t my 

gr a ndfather Henry Re es Williams and my mother to l d 
me years ago and I am trying to piec e these s craps t obc t.i1• 

together. The name Williams i s anything bu t r a re and 

to s ort out any one particular· Will iams i s not easy . 

Perhaps you have c ome across references to Thomas 

Williams'Z If not you might be able to pu t me in 

touch with sources from which I cou ld find out more 

about him. If you c ould I s h ould be so grateful. 

My family has been connected with Hythe for a long 

time. My great- grandfather, Capt . John Ken t, was 

s tat.ioned here in the days when Wellington was building 

the Royal Nili tary Canal . My mother lived here 

for some time and my s i ster and I live here now . 
I t is rather changed s i n ce the l as t war but still 

a charming p l ac e ,in spite of efforts to pull it down 

by developers. 

Hy father,who pr actised as a doctor liin Dover f or 

many years, also loved Hy the and often b r ou ght us as 

children to t ake boats u p to West Hythe for picnics. 

If you can spare the time to pu t me on the right 

track to finding anything concerning Thoaa.s Willia.ms, 

the Commissar y-General, and his family I shall be 

very gr ate ful to you . All I know about his f a t he r 

is that he was Thomas Williams of Carnarvon , not 

very helpful. 
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Dr . Thomas H. Raddall , 
Liverpool, N. S . 

Dear Tom, 

November 25 , 1971 . 

I am pleased to have your kind letter of the 23rd instant relating to the records 
of the Queens County Historical Society . These records will be photographed within the 
next few months and will be returned to the Perkins House in the spring , as you suggest . 
I am grateful to you and your associates for lending them t o me . 

Thomas Williams , grandfather of Sir William Fenwick Williams , is sa i d to have 
served in the Ordnance Department for 45 yea r s , There is a sketch of his life in the 
History of the County of Annapolis by W. A. Calnek, page 629 , and in " Notes on Thomas 
Williams of Annapolis Royal l! by James D. Ritch i e in volume 17 of the Collections of 
the Nova Scotia Historical Soc i ety , pages 47- 49 , as well as in a paper entitled 11Historic 
Families of Annapolis Royal, Nova Scotia", which was read at a meeting of the Nova 
Scotia Historical Society by Judge Savary on March 9 , 1909 . 

Although Calnek says that Thomas Williams may have been born in Annapolis , 
Savary notes that in Fosterts Peerage and Baronetage , published in 1881 , it is stated 
that he was from Carnarvon, Wales . Thomas Williams married Ann , daughter of Capt. 
Edward Amherst of the 40th Regiment. When Williams died on April 22 , 1789, he was 
said to have served in the Ordnance Department for 45 years . He had also been a Justice 
of the Peace , a Judge of t he Inferior Court of Connnon Pleas, storekeeper of the Ordnance 
and Commissary of Prov i sions in t he garrison of Annapolis . He also held other offices 
and it appears that he was in Annapolis Royal at least as early as 1751. His son , 
Thomas, was the fa t her of Sir William Fenwick Williams . 

Thomas Williams, junior, married Anna Maria , daughter of Lt . Thomas Walker 
and his wife , Margaret Dyson. Margaret Dyson was evidently descended from Corporal 
Francis Yates in the Royalist Anny . Thomas Williams , Junior, was a colonel in the 
militia and he t oo was Connnissary and Ordnance storekeeper at Anna pol is Royal in 
succession to his father. He died on July 11, 1806 , at the age of 38 . 

One of the sons of Thomas Williams , Junior, was William Fenwick Williams . It 
would be easy to provide additional information on Sir William Fenwick Williams but 
I do not suppose that you need it . However , if additional information is required , I 
shall be pleased t o try to provide it . 

With cor dial regards , 

Yours sincerely, 

CBF- wm. 
. &v~ ,._,...,__...e,../ef~~,, . 

Provincial Archivk . 



November 26.1971 

Miu Aileen Kent. 
14 Douglaa Avenue. 
I\Ythe , Kent,Ehgland, 

Dear Kent: 

I'm ao glad that you enjoyed my book, and it ver,y 
kind of you to t ell me. 

I reviaited J\Ythe in 1958, ar,j spent aome daya at the 
old White Harl, rambling over the town and OQU.ntry11de. Although my ' 
father rlll'loved to Canada with hil family when I was only ,,halt-past-nine, 
I tound that old memorie• came back Ter,y readily. In the School ot 
Musketry, where I wa1 born, the caretaker of th• little museum dug out 
an old group photograph ot the etatt, with my father 1n the tront row. 
I vae intereeted t,o eee, too, that hil name 11 on:a the Hythe var manorial 
be11de the aJWl1 oanal, although he had transferred to the Cenadian 
Amy before the var, and 1n tact vaa oommanding a battalion of Canadian 
inrentey (the Winnipeg Rifles) when ho died in battle in 1918, 

I still ~ananbor vividl,y the lite in HTthe u • boy, 
the glorioua pionio qr oharabanoe to .J:b'mchuroh, the walks on the _ 
Roughs, and of courae th• and canoe, on the old canal. 

Nov, about your anceetor Williama. 1he Public Ar-
chive• ot Nova Scotia have the following Womation: -

Crom 
Williama oame/Carnarvon, Wal.ea, and hie wit• vaa Ann, 

daughter of Captain F.dward Amher1t ot the 40th Regiment. When 'lhomaa 
William• died on April 22, 1789, he vaa aa1d to ha•e eerved in the 
Ordnance Dlpartrnent tor 45 yeara. While stationed at Annapolia Royal, 
No•• Scotia, he va1 alao a Ju1tice ot the Peace, a Judge ot Interior 
Court ot CClnmon etorekeeper of the Ordnance, and Commiaeaey ot 
Pro"fi.1ion1 in the garriaon at Fort Anne. He ••em• to have been 
at Annapoli• at leaat aa earl¥ aa 1751. 

H11 aon waa the father ot Sir Frederick Fenwick Williama. 
Thoma• Williama Jr. married Anna Maria, daughter of Lieut. Thoma• Walker 
and hia vire Margaret Dyaon • .Margaret waa a deacendant ot Corporal 
Francia Jr. became Commi11ary and Ordnance Storekeeper 
at Annapolia Royal 1n succeaaion to hi• father, and he val Colonel 
of the Annapolia militia, He died at the age of J8 on Jul,y 11, 1806, 

With my beat wiahe1, 

Sincerely, 



December 4 t h. 1971 . 

Dear Mr . Haddall, 

14 . Douglas Avenue , 

Hy the , 

Ken t . 

I t was very nice of you to take all t hat tr ouble 

over my anc estors although i f I had known you were going to do al l 

the work I mi ght have hesi t a t ed to ask you . I am ver y gr a t eful. 

Going t o Wi l liam Fenwick ' s b irthpl ace told me something t ha t I 

d i d no t know and t ha t is that h i s f irs t name was Frederick . At 

the V . and A. museum i .£ was gi ven as s i mpl y William Fenwick Willi ams . 

In t h e Burke ' s Peer age etc . where I looked him up hi s name was given 

as W. F . W. and t here wa s v er y little to get hol d o f . Havi n g ances t ors 

with a name like Wi l liams is i nfuria ting , there a r e so many millions 

of the same name . At any r a t e I n ow know tha t my l o t did not come 

from South Wal es but f r om t he no r th o f it . My mother ' s other ances t -

ors ca me from South Wa l es but their name was Rees and they were much 

easier to find . 

I t r ied to find the gr ave in the Brampton Ceme:ber y in which Fr ederick 

Fenwick Wi lli ams is buried . It was a very hot day and t he cemetery 

is- or seems- sever al miles long and the only cus t odi an on d u t y was a t 

the other end , quite out of s i ght. I had none too much t ime so had 

to abandon t he sear ch for tha t time . T thought I might be able t o 

find a b it more information than Burke had g i ven. I shall try agai n . 

Fenwick WI s . five sist ers must hav e populated New Brunswick and 

part of Nova Scotia with Robertsons , Smi ths , Vale s ,Whi tneys a nd Arno l ds 

( maybe the same family as Benedict? ) Hi s elder b~ ther was killed a t 
11 

New Or l eans whe r e mJ great- grandfa t her , Captai n John Kent, was also in 

1814 . J . K. go t home t o Shor ncliff just i n tine t o be at the battle 
of Water l oo. He upset Wellin g ton by writing a verse that was shown 

to Welli ngt on by a fe ll ow o f ficer and Wellin&on sai d , 11 ! shall no t 



forget th!i.S , Ken t 11 • My great- grand father was a keen Picton man,like 

many other offi cers and men and this must have irked Wellington . The 

verse ran , Where Anglesey his laurels gained 

This column rose to tell; 

Could Cymri c gra t i t ude d o more 

And Say wher e Pi cton fell? 

a re f erence to the column on the field to the Marquis of ~nglesey but 

n o me morial to Gener al Pict on . 

J .K . neve r rose above t he rank of Cap t a i n ,al though he was said to be 

a good sol d i er . In the Peni nsular Wa r h e was shot throug h the leg a t 
Vimi ero and refused to have the leg ampu t a t ed . He was invalided out, 

( he was i n the 95 t h , the Li gh t Bobs ) recover ed and r ejoined . He was a 

grea t friend 0£ Sir Harry Smith . They me t on a transport and J;K. 

heard a youngs te r s obbing and asked hi m wha t was the ma tter. The boy, 

some years younger t han J . K. , said that he was homes ick . 11 Oh , Kent ,I 

wi sh I had your cha nces 11 , he said . J . K. stayed pu t and Harry Smith went 
to the top but they remained friend s and Har r y Smi t h was ab le to help 

J . K' s s on , John Rober t , a young Naval officer, ou t of a s crape when his 

ship was off the coas t of Af r ica . John Robert , b y the way , was bap t ised 

at the Fol kestone Parish churc h of S t . Mary and S t . Eanswith in 1815 , 

while his parents were a t Sandgate. Our association wi t h Hy t he goes 

back as far as that . 

A large miniatur e water colour of J . K. in the unifor m of the 95th . 

was painte d while he was i n Spai n and is , I underst and 1 the only pain-

ting of that uniform i n existen c e . A copy is in the V ,and A. I made 

ano t her copy myself. 

Now I had bette r unwind or you may be bored . 

Thank ypu again for your help . My gratitude and a happy Christmas 

to you. 

Yours s incerely 1 



/ 
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Miss Ai leen Kent , 
14 Dougl as Avenue , 
Hythe , Kent , 

· Dear r.1.i es Kent1 

February 11 , 1974 

I am appalled to hear that the fine 
ol d buildings of the Small At'llls School may be razed 
and replaced by commonplace offices or storehouses . 
My father was one of the School staff from 1903 to 
1913, and I was born there , When I revisited Hythe 
in 1958 I was delighted to find that the barracks , 
the officers ' mes s , the former lecture hall , and 
other build ings in my childhood memories , were still 
intact . 

However my int erest is not merely a personal sentim-
ent . These handsome and truly venerable buildings 
should be preserYed as a local and national monument . 
It was here , and on the School's shooting ranges1, that 
t he Ol d Contemptibhs came to practice with rifles 
(and t wo Vaxim- guns to a battalion! l . in the few rem-
a ining years of peace before 1914. I can remember 
columns of them marching down from Shorncliff Camp 
t o shoot under the direction of the School staff . 
I a lso remember t ent camps of Territorials in the 
fields which then formed a green stripe between the 
Dymchurch Road and the ranges . All unconsciously they 
were training for the sto])-gap role they were to play 
s o superbly from Mons to Ypres in 1914. I t was their 
superbly accurate rifle fire , brought to perfection 
on the Kythe ranges , which made up for the shortage 
of machine~guns in those critical days, and staggered 
the German masses thrown against them, 

I do hope that these buildings will be preserved for 
s ome useful human purpos e ( such as a home for elderly 
people ) as well a s a lasting memorial to the British 
Army of 1914. 

Wi t h my best wi shes , 

Since rely, 



2 . 3 . 1974 . 

Dear Mr. Raddall, 

14 . Douglas Avenue , 

Hyt he , 

Kent. 

It was so nice of you to be so prompt in 

sending me a l e tte r for the l ocal paper. Not quite so .J 

nice of me t o keep you waiting for a r eply but I wan te d 

to be able to say that the letter had been published , also 

to send you pho tos.I took last year of the build i ngs in 

question . 

I have been i n Surrey fo r a few weeks wi th only flyin g 

visits to Hy t he . Last week ' s F olkestone He r a ld did not 

put in your le tter but it may come out to- day and I hope 

to see it on my next visit home on Wednesday 6th . 

The whole business seems t o be the usual hush- hush affair , 

no thing much told to the public a nd no meetings , a t which 

views could be a ired, much in evi dence as far as a d vance 

advertis ing is concerned. Ther e have been pe titions but 

no decision has been given , to the public at an y rate. We 

rathe r exoect tha t, as i n the case of the Chapel of the Rolls , 

the buildings will fall down in t he nigh t ! 

I hunte d f or the photos . when in Jiy the on Wednesday last 

but , as I was very pr essed for t ime ,! could not hunt very 

long ; snow was threat ening and I had to ge t back to Surrey 

be fore it fell , whic h it didn ' t . But I will look a.gain 

next week . Meanwhile , very many thanks for your kindness . 

I will let you know what happens . 

Yours sincer e ltftv/eeu #rl /7, ----



P . S . I am particularly interested in t he Small Ar ms 

S choo l buildings because my grea t - grandfa t he r, Johh Ken t 

of the 95th. was s tationed i n t h i s d istrict durin g t he 

y ear s before and after Wa terloo. The Georgian house s 

in Sandgate , in one of which he lived , a r e s till t here . 

He was a t New Orle ans and came home three days before 

Wa t e rloo and was a t the battle t he r e . He must have known 

t h e build ing s in question very well. I hope I a m not 

r epea ting a stor y alr eady told? 



5 . 3 . 1974 . 

Dear Nr . Raddal l , 

14 . Douglas Avenue , 

Ilythe , 

Kent . 

Your letter was publi shed in the Folkestone 

Herald and brought an unusual r esponse . I had a lette r 

this morning from an old friend of yours of Hy t he days 

and I enclose it . I told h i m I wo!,tld do so because i t 

wou l d explain much be tt er than I c ou l d all that he told 

I t appear s tha t he me t your f a t he r i n Hythe in 1 9 15 6 r 

19 16 i n S t ade Stre et. He n0i·1 l i ves in Essex and I had 

to wonder how he g ot hold of the Herald ! 

I shall be goi ng home for a day or t wo a n d wi ll t hen 

try to find the photos . of the Se.all Arms S chool buil-

dings which I promised you . So , until then , all bes t 

wishes . 

Yours sincerely , 
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