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Finding

m Coastal Braid)

by Colleen D’Orsay (reprinted

sit here writing with a heart twisted in two. I
Ifeel terribly for Raymond Taavel, his family,

friends and all of us who have been affected
by his untimely death in a multitude of ways.
I did not know Raymond, but like many I am
struck by the fact that he died the way he lived:
helping someone in need with little regard for
himself. Many news reports say that he was a
compassionate man; that this compassion was
so entrenched into Raymond’s way of living
and being that had he lived, he could not help
but feel compassionately toward his attacker,
psychiatric patient Andre Denny and in exten-
sion, Andre’s family. Indeed, Mr. Taavel’s own
family have been
quite remarkable
in their outpouring
of prayer for An-
dre and his loved
ones, even in the
midst of their own
most terrible grief.
Like many others,
it makes me wish
I could have met
Raymond during
his lifetime and
thank him for the
work he’s done for
SO many, even now.

I know Andre.
I've known him for
years and years. In fact, it was not unusual to
find Andre sitting in my easy chair when I
awoke and scowled down the hallway still in my
jammies, in search of tea. I am not a morning
person. Furthermore, anyone who knows me
well knows it is pointless to even look in my
direction until I've had at least one cup of tea,
maybe wo. I like routine. I don’t like my strict
order of things to be messed with; especially in
the morning, I don’t let many people into my
private world. Andre was, and still is my friend.
He would sit there so laid back, that he was
almost part of the furniture instead of someone
sitting on the furniture. I liked that about him.
I'd mutter ‘hi Andre,” and that would be all that
was required. He'd nod, hands folded and I'd
go about my business. I have a picture of him
holding my infant son. Andre is a massive, giant
of a man; so large that except for the glare of
my little dictator (aka Donald J.C. Marshall),
my infant is almost imperceptible in his arms.
The look on Andre’s face is one of pure and
gentle awe and amazement. He seems unaware
or unfazed that the dictator in his arms seems
prepared to take him on and go into battle come
what may. I remember being concerned that
Andre would hold him too tightly or not tightly
enough. I remember wondering if Andre was
aware that this was a real, live baby so I hovered
and stayed close by at his elbow. Andre was

awe an

Andre is a massive, giant of
a man; so large that except
for the glare of my little
dictator (aka Donald ].C.
Marshall), my infant is
almost imperceptible in his
arms. The look on Andre’s
face is one of pure and gentle

amazement.”

wonderful in that moment and so many other
moments before and to come. There were also
other moments that were not so gentle and care-
free, and for those moments I too grieve. There
were times when Andre’s medications would be
wearing off or not working. You could tell when
it was time for Andre to get his ‘nutty needle’
as he called it, because he would get twitchy,
paranoid and weird, making up wild stories of
nonsense and relationships that didn’t exist. I
didn’t like being around him in those moments
due to his size and unpredictability. I didn’t
blame him, but caution was prudence. My hus-
band would tell him to get himself together and
go get help. Td tell
him we wanted the
best for him and the
best was going to
the hospital. Like so
many others fight-
ing mental illness
and disease howev-
er, Andre found the
drugs ‘heavy and
zombifying.” Find-
ing the ‘right mix’
seemed to be ardu-
ous at best. Like so
many others, Andre
sometimes would
not take his medi-
cations regularly or
properly, or he mixed them with marijuana and
alcohol, of which he abused. When this hap-
pened, it was best to stay out of his way. Finding
help for Andre often meant police and locking
him up in the cells. Finding help for Andre often
meant finding no help at all.

Andre comes from a very fine family of
very fine people. His grandmother was Sarah
Denny, a cultural icon of the Mik'maw world.
For many years, Andre lived and was raised by
Sarah; a finer role-model could never be found.
His mother Janice to this day is someone who
always looks out for others, praying for those in
need, raising funds and awareness, and offering
everyday tidbits and helpful hints and advice on
her Facebook page and in the corner store she
runs with her husband Lance. As a child, 'm
told Andre loved to dance and drum, moving
to the rhythm and the ‘heartbeat’ of mother-
earth and his people. When he was 15 years-
old, Andre suffered a traumatic head injury. It
is thought that this brain trauma also helped
trigger his paranoid schizophrenia and episodes
of psychoses. The life of this family in the wake
of Andre’s illness has not been easy. They have
had many years of trying to navigate a system
of inadequate supports and seek help that was
never to be found. Their sorrow, sadness and
shock over what has happened at Andre’s hands
is heartbreaking. They are a family that has spent
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generations helping others, yet—though not
for a lack of trying—could not find help for
Andre himself. Through everything, Andre is
still their son, their blood and their loved-one.
He is a community member and a human being,
He is someone who is so much more than his
illness. Yet he is also someone who has caused
a tremendous amount of pain and inalterable
anguish for so many.

For the record, I never saw Andre as ‘homo-
phobic’ or anti-gay. He knew of my orientation
and it never was of issue. Andre committed a
terrible crime and uttered terrible words and
slurs in the process; words used against gays,
lesbians, and the entire LGBTQ community

to intentionally hurt us. That is not okay, nor
is it okay with me. Our culture is layered with
layer upon layer of oppressive deeds, thoughts
and actions. . .like a cancer it creeps and grows
insidiously through our collective conscious and
unconscious acts. Furthermore, I believe the
act of murder in and of itself is a hate-crime.
I do not believe however, that someone out of
his mind on medications, delusions, and illegal
drugs is capable of meeting the requirements
needed to meet the legal definition of a ‘hate-
crime.” Our treatment or lack thereof of the
mentally ill and oppressed helps to perpetrate
further crimes against other oppressed groups,

...continued on page 4

An Activist’s-Eye View of

by Hugo Dann

his year’s rally for the
International Day
Against Homopho-

bia & Transphobia (IDA-
HoT) was the best in the
event’s 5-year history. It
certainly gladdened this old
activist’s heart. Even before
the rally, I'd determined |
to step away from being |
involved again. It’s time |
for others to make it their §

own, and the unfolding

pageant of this year’s event, |
bumpy but beautiful, as- SRS
sured me the future is in &
good hands. We talked his-
tory, GSAs, queer rights, and
religion; an inspiring, young
Trans activist took centre
stage; and it ended with a
wild, FUN, manifestation
of community; and I got to
hold Kevin Kindred’s hand!

In 2007, I was at a Way-
ves meeting, whining about
the “good old days” when
groups like Queer Nation
and ACT UP got our com-
munity onto the streets,
staging kiss-ins, and mass
die-ins (the entire Toronto
Pride Parade one year). Jim
Bain challenged me to stop whining and do
something. Wayves published a pamphlet,
and Raymond and I started planning a rally
that would see our community out, proud and
LOUD in the public heart of our city. Things
didn’t quite work out that way.

Shortly after we started organizing, a man,
suffering from severe mental illness, murdered
two members of our community, Michael Knott
and Trevor Brewster. We understood that, rather
than an angry protest, the community needed
to grieve. This year, while it was impossible to
ignore the eerie parallel, and Raymond was fit-
tinigly remembered by Pride’s Krista Snow, we
had already come together twice as a commu-
nity in sorrow. We may look back on May 17,
2012 as a turning point, when we shifted from
mourning to honouring Raymond, advancing
the change he lived for. There were opportuni-
ties at hand to do just that.

May 17 in Halifa

—

A very enthusiastic and colourful crowd joined together to celebrate and
let their voices be heard.

Rainbow Refugees NS was petitioning the
Harper government’s abusive refugee law; we
collected over 200 signatures! Amnesty Inter-
national had petitions against anti-LGBTQ
legislation in Turkey, and the imprisonment of
a gay man in Cameroon. NSRAP had a peti-
tion supporting M. P. Randall Garrison’s federal
Gender Identity Bill.

LGBTQ youth and the Youth Project have
always played an important role in every May
17 event. The Queerios kicked off the rally
this year, purple pom-poms in hand. 2007 was
their (as yet-unamed) debut. They presented
their own anti-homophobia cheers then too.
I remember one young man, a high school
student, who was wearing flip-flops and had
painted rainbows on his toenails. He was from
Sackville, when I asked him how hed gotten
to the rally, he proudly replied, “I took Metro

...continued on page 7
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Atlantic News

Good News at Sackville

United Church!

SUC Council member Anne Pirie and PFLAG facilitator Janet Hammock read

the revised Bulletin
by Janet Hammock, Facilitator,

Sackville NB/Amherst NS Chapter,
PFLAG Canada
A few months ago I received an
invitation from the Sackville (New
Birunswick) United Church asking if
I would speak for 15 minutes to the
church council about the meaning of
gender identity. Discussion had arisen
in council about a quite new para-
graph in the church’s weekly bulletin:
The United Church of Canada
and the Sackville Pastoral Charge
strives to be a safe place for all peo-
ple to worship regardless of race,
creed, age, cultural background,
or sexual orientation.

The council was considering add-
ing the words “or gender identity.”
Although I am not a member of this
church, I am one of the leaders of the
Sackville NB/Amherst NS Chapter of
PFLAG Canada, and our meetings
have been held for many years in the
United Church, so I welcomed the
opportunity to speak.

After explaining the meaning of
gender identity, gender dysphoria,
transgender, and transsexual, I spoke
from my heart about my first experi-
ence of meeting and getting to know
a transgender person.

I met “Linda” in 1998 ata PFLAG
meeting. She was obviously a man
dressed as a woman. I experienced
a sudden, strong feeling of compas-
sion, mixed with shyness, and crossed
the room to sit by her. Her fear was
palpable.

We met at a restaurant for coffee
not long after, and I was surprised
to see she was dressed as a man. She
explained she was not yet comfortable
dressing as a woman outside during
the day. Linda has come a long way
since that time. She no longer self-
identifies as trans. She is not “out” as
trans because the whole point of her
transitioning was to finally be the
gender she has always known herself
to be. She now takes her place in
society as a woman.

Trans people who are in the early
stages of transitioning are compelled
to go through an extremely awkward,
difficult period. They are required by
law to dress as the gender they know
themselves to be for an entire year
prior to taking hormones which will
result in major changes to their physi-
cal appearance and voice, culminating
often in sex reassignment surgery.
Their outward appearance during
that phase is ambiguous and can lead
people to shy away. For me, learning
not to gloss over my uncomfortable
feelings but to pay attention to them
and accept them, has been an impor:
tant step in my journey to accepting
difference.

Because many aspects of society
that others take for granted are not
available to them, trans people suf-
fer. Family members may cast them
out. Their workplace may reject
them. Such isolating circumstances
frequently plunge trans persons into
deep depression and even lead to
suicide.

The church, a place where trans
people should be able to find refuge,
has not had a very good record. But
that is changing as people with gender
differences find the courage to speak
out, and as church goers increasingly
question their attitudes towards peo-
ple of difference.

Imagine how “Linda” might have
felt when she was beginning her
transition if, when she entered the
Sackville United Church, she had
read the three little words council
is considering adding to the church
bulletin: “or gender identity.” When
the mipister asked the congregation
to shake hands and greet the persons
seated around them, imagine that
Linda, perhaps feeling scared and
awkward in her dress, felt as warmly
accepted as everyone else. Imagine if
people in the congregation sought
Linda out to serve on a committee,
to bring sandwiches to the tea, to
greet people at the door next Sunday,
to read the Scriptures during the
Christmas service?

Imagine what would happen if a
tiny step were to be taken by coura-
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geous people in churches all over the
land—one small step towards the
elimination of all discrimination and
non-acceptance based on ignorance
and fear, towards understanding,
through opening church doors and
hearts to all who wish to enter. The
end to discrimination begins with
individual commitments to look into
our own hearts and acknowledge and
cast out the fear we find there. The
happy outcome of our meeting is
that now the Sackville United Church
weekly bulletin reads:
The United Church of Canada
and the Sackville Pastoral Charge
strives to be a safe place for all
people to worship regardless of
race, creed, age, cultural back-
ground, sexual orientation or

gender identity.

Local lesbian
band Perpetual
Detour to release
debut album

“Sometimes while you're writing a
song, you wonder if anyone is going
to want to hear it....and if they do,
you wonder if they will want to hear
it again”.

Perpetual Detour, Halifax-based
all-female alternative rock band, has
been asking themselves this question
for the past few years, and is ready for
the answer. This summer, they will re-
lease their debut album, featuring 10
original songs. Two years in the mak-

Pe;rpetual Detour.

ing, only finishing touches remain,
including artwork, printing and press-
ing. The girls have already had success
with earlier released tracks; “That’s too
bad”, was featured on Livel05’s Live
Underground and “Ran Away” spent
8 weeks on the Radio Café’s New
Music Countdown. They are hoping
for a similar reception with their full
length album.

The band formed in 2008 when
AJ. LeBlanc and Meagan Lanchbery
started writing songs together. After
initial efforts proved promising, they
realized they had something worth
pursuing. Rachelle Gionet and Jen-
nifer Stewart joined the project,
completing the band and its signature
sound. From the beginning, the girls
have dedicated themselves to making
great music, all while juggling long
nights, out of town gigs, and full-time
day jobs.

Since they stepped out of their
basement studio space and on to
the stage, Perpetual Detour has
performed shows in PE.I, New
Brunswick and across Nova Scotia. A
highlight for the band occurred July
2011 at the Harmony Bazaar festival
when it was accompanied on stage by
Juno award winner Melanie Doane.
“We were asked to perform another
original song so she could join us on
stage during the artist jam,” says Leb-
lanc. “It was an amazing experience

we will remember forever”.

“The LGBT community has
been very supportive to us since we
started,” notes Jennifer Stewart. The
all-lesbian band’s first paying gig was
in PE.I for an event held by M.A.C
Leather during pride in 2010. This
was soon followed by two shows in
New Brunswick for the now defunct
G.N.G. Perpetual Detour has played
several shows at Menz Bar in Halifax,
including its video release party for
“Find the Time”. A main stage per-
formance at Halifax Pride in 2011
was the icing on the cake. “We are
proud to be a part of this amazing
community which has given us some
great opportunities. We are very
thankful for all of the support and
enthusiasm”, adds Lanchbery.

This year is shaping up to be an-
other busy one for the girls. It started
with a bang in January as they nabbed
spot on the Halifax stop of the “This
Ain’t Romance Tour”, sharing the
stage with For the Birds, Swaying
Tuesday’s and Storey Above at The
Carleton. On June 24th, Perpetual
Detour will open for The Scott Way-
ward Band at Gus’ Pub. Then it is off
to Lockeport July 27 to 29 for the
Harmony Bazaar Festival of Women
& Song. “We are very excited about
being invited back to play at The
Harmony Bazaar! To be able to share
the stage with such talented perform-
ers as Sarah Harmer and Serena Rider
is very humbling and inspiring,” says
Gionet. Weekend passes are on sale
now and are just $50.00 until July 1

“ Bkhige Phatography

To preview the album, or for more
information on Perpetual Detour’s
summer schedule, visit www.perpetu-
aldetour.com. The girls also invite you
to “Like” them on Facebook and fol-
low them on Twitter @Perpetual D2R.

Heather Green’s
Record

Heather Green, a California native
who now calls Halifax home has truly
embraced the spirit of song writing
in her new record “Your Last War”.
Produced by Halifax’s multi-talented
Daniel Ledwell (In-Flight Safety, Jenn

Grant, Kathleen Edwards and The
Weakerthans), it is without a doubt
the most motley series of songs yet by

this emerging East Coast artist.
“Your Last War” is a true repre-
sentation of the community Green
has carved out in Halifax. Ledwell
is not the only haligonian to put a
stamp on this record; there are many
...continued next page




Wayves — June 2012 — 3

expang its partnerships within the
GLBTQ communities.

The BASH for AIDS Auction will
also display many pieces of art created
by some very talented local artists in
the Northern Region of Nova Scotia.
'The evening will begin with a 6pm
viewing and at 7pm the Auction will
begin. Also during the evening you
can put bids on silent auction items.
There will be refreshments and a cash
bar. The BASH for AIDS promises
to be a fun filled night so come and

continued from previous page

other contributions by talented East
Coast artists, including Erin Costelo,
Rose Cousins, Ria Mae, Naomi-Joy
Black-Hall Butler, Don Brownrigg,
Margot Durling, Heather Gibson,
Rick Edgett, and Jenn Grant.

From the sultry and sexy track
“Dirty Love”, to the humble whimsi-
cal feel of “Sweet Little Something”,
Greens songs tangle the fancifulness
of traditional love songs, with the
overwhelming power of incredible

also hopes the weather will hold out.
“We had a good turnout last year, but
hopefully, we will have an awesome
turn-out, this year.”

- “Sponsors for this year’s Pride
Week include Ginger Design, Uni-
tee Designs, Picaroons, CHSR,
Signature Sounds, Crowne Plaza,
Boom Nightclub, QTC, and Pinzilla
Buttons; “All of which are local spon-
sors,” Blanchard proudly adds. He
paid special tribute to Picaroons and
Boom Nightclub. “Picaroons.was an

strength, wit and cunning. Group
fundraising or use the on-line fund-
raising option. To register a team or
for more information you can call
AIDS Moncton at (506) 859-9616 or
visit the website at www.therbcamaz-
ingchase.myevent.com

News from
Northern AIDS

Plans are under way for the 2012
BASH for AIDS Auction to be held

thythms and bewilderingly beautiful
melodies. Ledwell plays countless
instruments on the record, furnishing

the vocals with heartfelt sentiment,
~ while avoiding clouding the honesty
and beauty of the strong concise lyr-
ics. Green initially commands the
stage with an endearing bashfulness
that quickly disappears when the first
notes are sung. Shifting from cordial
conversation to witty wisecracks her
live performance is as multifaceted
as her music. For more, visit www.
heathergreen.ca

New Group: Out &
About Fredericton

Out & About Fredericton’s mis-
sion is to create an open and fun
atmosphere for the overall queer
community including all gender and
sexual minorities & their allies in the
Fredericton area.

Over the summer, Out & About
will be planning group events/outings
such as picnics in the park, kayaking,
queer soccer-baseball, visiting art
galleries, going to the movies, BBQs,

bike rides, and participating in many-

other activities offered in the Freder-
icton area!

Follow our Facebook group far.the
upcoming program. There will be a
little bit of something for everyone!

You can also write to us at out-

-andaboutfredericton@gmail.com to
get more information and/or send us
your ideas!

New Chair of
Fredericton Pride

by Gene Campbell .

If things go the way Jon Blanchard
hopes, we could see a bigger and bet-
ter Pride in Fredericton (August 5
through 12), as well as more daytime
activities appealing to a wider age
group. Blanchard has been involved
with Pride for several years. Last year
he served as Vice-Chair, while the year
before he was the ‘Jewellery’ Chair-
man. He succeeds Bruce Dionne as
Chair.

“T just wanted to be more involved
in the City. I was always busy work-
ing, then just staying home, so, I
wanted to get involved in a city-wide
thing, and Pride was it!” Although

Jon Blanchard,
Pride Week is still several months
away, some events are already under-
way, such as a monthly fund-raiser, a
50/50 draw held at Boom Nightclub
downtown. A dance has been held at
the Crowne Plaza, and another dance
is being planned. “Possibly a spring-
fling!” said Blanchard, a mid-20’s guy
who hails from Saint John.

‘The major event of Pride Week is
the Parade. Last year, because of street
construction, the march-along took
place on the Walking Trail, beginning
on the grounds of the Victoria Health
Centre, along Limpert Lane, and
ending at Officers Square. “We are
going to try to hold the Parade along
the street this year We still have to
get all thé paperwork done for that.”

‘This year, Pride is making moves
to hold more daytime activities, “so
we can get more people out and
involved. We have always wanted
greater involvement from the entire
community,” Blanchard said. “We
want to get more younger people in-
volved.” He is quick to add, “But we
still want to have the older generation
in there, as well. We certainly don’t
want to cut them put!? In the Com-
mittee’s steps to involve more young
people, the Chairman said, “We have
already been in contact with GSAs in
some of the local schools.”

Other plans include a calendar,
jewellry sales, drag-shows, etc.. “If
anyone out there has any ideas, we
would love to hear from them. As
well, we are always on the lookout
for volunteers. If anyone wants to
volunteer, send us your name. If there
is anything you would like to do, let
us know. Even if you don’t have any
ideas, but would still like to become
involved, give us a shout!”

'The Committee is going one step
further this year and applying for
Charitable Status. “Hopefully, it will
go through smoothly.” Blanchard

Our Cover - -
Our cover was designed by Cam -
Macleod, while waiting for a
train to start moving again. We
assume that it did.

-
Wayves On Line!
Did you miss the last issue of Wayves? Or did your favourite distribution
point run out of copies? Don't fret! Now you can visit www.wayves.ca,
and download the current issue, and the archives too! We have lots of
back issues on line too. If youd like to be notified when the current issue
is online- email us at submissions@wayves.ca!

immense supporter last year, and they
are gung-ho to help us again. Boom
is also a big supporter.”

He added, “Anybody interested

should simply go to our Website

[frederictonpride.org]. You can find

out out about what is happening,
about upcoming fundraisers. Pride
can be reached by email via the web-
site—click on the Contact link. They
can also be found on Facebook and
Twitter. Both sites contain a collec-
tion of pictures taken last year.

Moncton AIDS

joins Youth Group

AIDS Moncton is excited about the
newly formed partnership with the
Greater Moncton YMCA to provide
Safe Spaces for LGBTTQ youth aged

14 — 18 yrs. The youth meet weekly

in the Y’s Youth Zone; the group is
led by a volunteer team of LGBTTQ
adults & allies. This Safe Space is
a place for youth to socialize, learn
and provide support to each other.
AIDS Moncton will be coordinating
a prom for LGBTTQ youth in June.
Space is limited. Further details to
follow. For more information, call
AIDS Moncton at (506) 859-9616
or e-mail at sidaidsm@nb.aibn.com

The RBC Amazing Chase in

support of AIDS Mencton will take
place on Friday, June 22nd. Teams of
5 people from businesses or groups of
friends compete in a battle of speed,

Important

WAYVES Dates!

Issue Content Deadlines: Fridays:
June 1, July 6, August 3; that is,
the first Friday of each month
(skipping January.) You can send
your news, ideas, comments,
criticisms, columns, cartoons and
more to submissions@wayves.ca
any time!

Production Meetings (Halifax):
Mondays: June 4 July 9, August
6; help decide what goes in the
next issue, 6:30 PM, at a Place
to be announced in Halifax. All
welcome, every meeting,
Magazine Layout (Halifax): June
10, July 15, August 12; help
build the paper—no special skills
required, just enthusiasm, and
joining us even once, or for a few
hours, helps a LOT! 9:30 AM.
Email us for location. 4

We're on the stands, in the mail,
and online on the fourth Friday of

every month!

at the Best Western Glengarry Hotel
in Truro on Friday, June 8, 2012.
The BASH for AIDS Auction is one
of the key fundraising activities held
by the Northern AIDS Connection
Society to support programming
of the organization. “This year we
are expanding our silent auction
component to include more lifestyle
product or items that are not neces-
sarily all art items,” says event founder
Al McNutr.

The Northern Region of Nova Sco-
tia includes Pictou, Cumberland and
Colchester -East Hants. “This region
has high rates of teen pregnancies,
STIs and Injection Drug Use. “There
is alot to be concerned about and our
programming such as our clean nee-
dle exchange and Hepatitis C Aware
Project in addition to outreach work
and youth programming are helping
make a difference. “I'm proud of the
Direction the organization is head-
ing,” says McNutt. In 2012 NACS
will be taking its popular Colchester
Youth PhotoVoice Program to Pictou
and Cumberland Counties and will

enjoy. For more information call the
office at (902) 895-0931 or via email
nacsed@eastlink.ca .

Port City Rainbow
Pride Gearing Up
For Pride Week.

by Brian Boyd, PCRP President
After last summer, and the entire
Port City Rainbow Pride committee
quitting simultaneously, once again
the LGBT community stood together
and put Pride on with great direction
from Troy Morehouse and Michelle
Petite. With elections held in October
after Pride, an entire new committee
was formed.

Unfortunately, due to personal
reasons, the president of the commit-
tee resigned in March. On April 3, at
the monthly meeting, nominations
were held to fill the vacancy. Brian
Boyd, who was the current vice presi-
dent, was the only name offered and
he is now the new president. Richard
Hill then took over the vice president

...continued next page
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Want to tell your friends where to get
their own copy of Wayves? Your first
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you can download the current issue,
a back issue, and also get the complete

list of our distributors in Atlantic
Canada and around the country. If
there are none handy to your home,
write to submissisons@wayves.ca
and tell us where we should be!
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With the new committee in place,
discussions resumed on Pride celebra-
tions and putting special emphasis
on it being Saint John’s 10 year Pride

- Week. With plans on working with
the Saint John Theatre Company,
PFLAG, AidsS], Gay/Straight Alli-
ances Of the local high schools and
much more, it will shape ten years
of Pride in Saint John to a fantastic
week.

If you are interested in volunteer-
ing for Pride or becoming a member
of Saint John Pride Committee,
please contact me through email
(brian_boyd1@hotmail.com) or face-
book; our Pride website will be up and
going as quickly as we can get it done.

I hope everyone has a great Pride
week in their cities. Let’s remember to
support each other and nothing can

hold us back.

ARCPEI & Pride
2012: New Board
and New Plans

Opver the past couple of months, there
have been several questions about
ARCPEI With so few board mem-
bers and volunteer numbers waning,
could the non-profit organization
continue to be a valuable asset to PEI’s
LGBTQ community? Was there even
a future for ARCPEI? Thanks to a
" successful AGM, and two productive
board meeting this month, ARCPEI
is well on its way to reinventing itself
and becoming a solid organization.
Under Co-Chairs Eric MacKearney
and Shawna MacAusland, the new
board is working well and everyone
is pumped up and excited for the up-
coming year. First up on our agenda
is planning and hosting PEI Pride
2012 (see below). Some great things
are in the works. Like our new board,
Pride 2012 will be a wonderful mix
of old and new.

ARCPEI, Board of Directors:
Eric MacKearney, Co-Chair; Shawna
MacAusland, Co-Chair; GeorgaD-
awn Moase, Secretary/Volunteer
co-ordinator; Gloria Aghdasy, Treas-
urer; Colleen McKie, Media Liaison;
Danny Evans, Pride Coordinator;
Don Graham, Pride Coordinator;
Amanda Glydon, Director; Amanda
Jendrick - Director; Alice MacPhee,
Director; Michael Chipmen, Direc-
tor; Tye Shannahan, Director; Sha-
meen Aghdasy, Youth Rep.

Pride PEI: July 1 - 7, 2012 Pre-
sented by ARCPEI, Pride PEI 2012
is fast approaching. Planning is well
underway, so mark your calendars
for July 1st to 7th, to celebrate LG-
BTQ Pride in PEI If you wish to
sponsor an event, enter a float in the
parade, perform in the variety show,
volunteer, or show your support in
some other way please contact info@
arcofpei.com. This is your chance to
get involved and show your support.
Here is a list of the 2012 PEI Pride
events (locations and times TBA).

* Sunday, July 1: Potluck at Primrose
and church service; Fireworks at
Victoria Park.

* Monday, July 2: Flag raising; Youth
Dance at Stratford Town Hall.

* Tuesday, July 3: Family night pot
luck, karaoke and games.

* Wednesday, July 4: Coffee House
at Beanz. ;

* Thursday, July 5: TBA ;

* Friday, July 6th: Family BBQ

* Saturday, July 7: Pride Parade, mar-
shaling at 12 Noon, Parade at 1 pm,
starting at Shaw building,. Followed
by BBQ and Variety Show at Con-
fed Landing; Pride Gala at the Guild

If you would like to volunteer for

Pride, have a float in the parade, or

showcase your talent at the variety

show, or if you would like to contact

ARCPEI, please email: info@arcofpei.

com.

Never mind what
your mother told
you—acting out
can be a good
thing.
DaPoPo Theatre is presenting a two-
week intensive workshop in theatre
and performance for youth age 16-21
who identify with a queer perspective.
Acting Out! will be led by Garry Wil-
liams and Richie Wilcox and include
skill-building workshops in multiple
disciplines including; acting, voice,
movement, political theatre, improvi-
sation, singing, dance and physical
theatte. All genders, orientations and
perspectives will be welcome.

Acting Out! runs June 8 to 10 and
15 to 17 in Halifax. Workshop par-
ticipants will be invited to continue
with the second phase of Acting Out!
working with mentors to develop an
original work which will be show-
cased in Halifax, July 19-21, as part of
the Queer Acts theatre festival during
Pride Week. Registration is now open;
Tuition is $225 and scholarships
are available for youth who require
financial assistance. More informa-
tion, including how to apply, is at
actingoutdapopo.blogspot.ca/.

TransMasculine
Camp Out

TransMasculine Camp Out is a
safe place for people of the whole
transmasculine experience to come
together and talk about some key
issues we face in Nova Scotia, and to
strategize solutions as a community.
This camp is a three day workshop-
filled weekend event for folks ‘that
identify as FAAB transgendered,
transsexual, trans men, FtMs, gender-
queers, intersexed, two-spirited, and
questioning folks, as well as anyone
that feels that they belong to this
spectrum regardless of label. The cost
is yet to be determined; we hope it
will be on a sliding scale, or if we can
raise the funds, free for everyone. For
more information please check out
Transmasculine Camp on Facebook.
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hree times over the last month, I have

heard, “I don’t feel safe on the streets,”

“walking at night,” or “walking in certain
areas,” from men and women, of various ages,
sexual orientation, and cultural backgrounds.
One felt this way immediately after Raymond’s
death, while the others were in unrelated conver-
sations. My immediate response was to minimize
their fears and speak about avoiding risk areas,
or unlighted parks, and lonely stretches of the
big wherever. My gut reaction took me to an
earlier time, when as women/girls we needed
to prepare ourselves for the transition into what
was considered a ‘man’s world.” Hearing these
expressions of feeling unsafe plunges me back
into a place I fear to return to: the closeting of
women/girls, not just by others, but by ourselves.

Fear is an unkind emotion: heart racing;
breath shallow; wind rushing in the ears. It
hurts to be afraid, limited in action and choice,
awareness and emotion, thought and voice. Yet
fear is an ally too. It tells us, as anger does, that
something is, or might be, wrong. Fear shouts,
or sometimes whispers quietly, “Be alert, look
around, check out-what’s going on.” Maybe it’s
a home based fear, hearing your partner’s voice
raised in anger; a first alert from your auditory
memory bank, that something bad happens after
that, in word, in deed , or both. Or maybe you've
been robbed, or attacked on the street, and the
sound of hurrying footsteps behind you evokes
that knife of fear, plunging in your gut.

In today’s world there are a diversity of ways to
address our fears. Responses range, as they often
do, from therapy, support groups, workshops, and
readings; to social and political change, through
demonstrations, education, social justice and
community groups; learning through research
that addresses the socio-economic factors that
underpin our fear response. The connectors here
are change and diversity. Change speaks to the
human drive for becoming, it doesn't mean never
feeling fear again, or that bad things don't hap-

pen, or that being
safe is an absolute.
Diversity is not just
about race or re-
ligion, gender or
sexual orientation;
it is about choice,
and about direc-
tion too. How one
chooses to address
a fear response, in-
ternally and externally, will align with one’s
personality, stage of life, current abilities and/
or fear jtself. Choice is in the moment and
fluid, at least in my humanistic, immanent,
transformative, quantum, interconnected un-
derstanding of life. Diversity gives us choice,
much more so than when I was a child, a
young woman or even in my 40’s and fifties.
What the choice is today will, and ought to,
change over time. Isnt that an exciting and
fearful thought!

After this labyrinth walk through the topic
of fear, I return to thoughts of those who
shared their fear. The reflection that drove
this article speaks to' my own fear, that if we
don't address the internal and external envi-
ronments that grow ints walking monsters,
we will all suffer the chains of restriction and
suppression. If one person’s fear is not heard,
that fear seeks other outlets.

I have often said that fear-based actions
or beliefs only grow more fear, and keep
us shallowly rooted. But ignoring fear as a
map for understanding, choice and action
also restricts our growth. Composer Virgil
Thomson (Pulitzer Prize for Music, 1949)
wrote, “Try a thing you haven't done three
times. Once, to get over the fear of doing it.
Twice, to learn how to do it. And a third time
to figure out whether you like it or not.” M-
thologist Joseph Campbell wrote, “The cave
youfear to enter holds the treasure you seek.”

Andre Denny
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