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ERNEST STANLEY DoDGE 

Director 

Irving T. Deale, Esq. 
R.R. #4 Middle Musquodoboit 
Halifax County 
Nova Scotia, Canada 

Dear Mr. Deale, 

Peabody Museum 
(Founded by the East India Marine Society I 799) 

East India Marine Hall 

Salem, Massachusetts o 1970 

May 10, 1973 

Both editions of Charles Eddy Fay's book, Mary Celeste, The Oddyssey 
of an Abandoned Ship have long been out of print. The essential story 
is contained in the abridged edition; however, the full edition is much 
larger, totalling 261 pages and contains several appendices with docu-
ments to prove various points. You could probably get a copy to look 
at through your local library on irier-library loan from some large 
metropolitan library. 

You might be interested to know that we have sixteen large scrapbooks 
of ephemeral material relating to the Mary Celeste, which were accu-
mulated by Mr. Fay who made a lifetime hobby of the subject. If you 
are ever in Salem, you . are welcome to look at them. 

The two most recent books on the Mary Celeste are MacDonald Hastings' 
Mary Celeste published by Michael Joseph in 1973, and Rupert Furneaux' 
What Happened on the Mary Celeste, published by M. Parrish, 1964. 
These are both London publishers I believe. 
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DATE : 

F Y TO 
N OF : 

SUBJECT: 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

GF- ·t::RAL SERVICES ADMINISTRAT"1N 

June 13, 1973 

NNFS 

National Archives and Records Service 
Washington, DC 20408 

Crew of the British brigantine DEL GRATIA (your inquiry of May 21, 1973). 

Irving T. Deale 
R.R. 4, Middle Musquodoboit 
Halifax County 
Nova Scotia, Canada 

Crew records in the National Archives relate only to American flag vessels. 

We suggest, therefore, that you write to the Board of Trade, General Register 

and Record Office of Shipping and Seamen, Llantrisant Road, Cardiff, Wales, 

Great Britain, and to the National Maritime Museum, SE 10, Greenwich, 

England about the crew of the brigantine DEL GRATIA in 1872. 

Sincerely, 

i , 
B. HOWERTON 

ssistant Chief for Reference 
ndustrial and Social Branch 

Civil Archives Division 

Keep Freedom in Your Future With U.S. Savings Bonds 
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Mr. IT Deale 
RR 4 
Middle Musquodoboit 
Halifa.:x: County 
Nova Scotia 
Canada 

Dear Sir, 

PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE 

Chancery Lane 
London WC2A lLR 

13 Xugust 1973 

Your letter of 30 July has been passed here by the ~egistcy of Shipping and 
Seamen. 

Only a ten per cent sample of crew agreements after 1860 has been selected for 
permanent preservation in this Office. Dei Gratia (o.N. 64014-) does not fall 
in the sample for 1872 or 1873. 

The crew agreements may be available at the 

Memorial University of Newfoundland. 

JSH/cs 
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MEMORIAL UNIVERSITY OF NEWFOUNDLAND 
St. John's, Newfoundland, Canada 

University Library 

Irving T. Deale, 
5300 Morris Street, 
Apartment 53, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 

Dear Mr. Deale: 

August 29, 1973 

I have forwarded your letter to Dr. K. Matthews of the 
Maritime History Group at Memorial University of Newfoundland; 
as they have a collection of crew lists in this department. 

I trust that he shall be able to answer your queries. 

AL/eab 
c,c, Kl-'\ 

Yours sincerely, 

(Miss) Audrey Logie 
Government Documents Librarian 
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THE MARINERS MUSEUM Newport News , Va . 23606 

Ml'. Irving T. Deale 
5300 Morris Street 
Apartment 53 
Halifax, N.S. 
Canada 

Dear Mr. Deale: 

Area Code 703 - 595-0368 

September 14, 1973 

This museum does not have a model of the MARY CELESTE. 

We have enclosed a list of books on this famous mystery 
ship. Possibly some are in your local library. 

Our museum has published no material on this vessel. 

JLL:bnt 

Enc: Photo Copy 

Sincerely yours, 

J L ~d-ef 
John L. Lochhead 
Librarian 
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MEMORIAL UNIVERSITY OF NEWFOUNDLAND 
St. John's, Newfoundland, Canada 

Department of History 
Maritime History Group 

Mr. Irving T. Deale, 
5300 Morris Street, 
Apr. 53, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
Canada. 

Dear Mr. Deale, 

September 17th, 1973. 

Thank you for ,your letter dated 22nd of August in 
which you asked for information about the brigantine 11 DEI GRATIA 11 • 

I am afraid that we will need her Official Number in order to use 
our collection of Crew Ltsts. If she was a British vessel, this 
should be given in the Mercantile Navy List for 1872. We have 
copies of this publication for the years 1868 and 1876, but she 
appears in neither. 

km/dcp 

With best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 

Keith Matthews, 
D.Pftil. (Oxon), 
M.A. Dtp.Econ./Pol.Sci. 

Chairman, 
MARITIME HISTORY GROUP. 
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DATE: 

REPLY TO 
ATTN OF: 

SUBJECT: 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

October 9, 1973 

NNFD 

National Archives and Records Service 
Washington, DC 20408 

Information rel.ating to the Mary Celeste. (Your letter of September 24.) 

Irving T. Deale 
5300 Morris St., Apt. 53 
Halifax, Bova Scotia 
CANADA 

Enclosed are copies of Dr. Patron's analysis of supposed bloodstains 
and extracts from the log of the Dei Gratia and a bill for $1.30. The 
log entry for Monday, November 25 is from the Mary Celeste and entries 
from November 26 to December 5 are from the Dei Gratia. 

There are no transcripts of the proceedings of the salvage inquiry in 
the General Records of the Department of State (Record Group 59). Per-
haps these transcripts are in the records of the British Admiralty 
Court in Gibralter. 

Sincerely, 

ft\~~ o. 
MILTON O. GUSTAFSON 
Chief, Diplomatic Branch 
Civil Archives Division 

Enclosures 

Keep Freedom in Tour Future With U.S. Savings Bonds 



THE NEW BRUNSWICK MUSEUM 

Mr. Irving Deal 
5300 Morris Street 
Apartment 53 
Halifax, N.S. 

Dear Mr. Deal: 

277 DOUGLAS AVENUE 

SAINT JOHN, NEW BRUNSWICK 

CANADA 

ESTABLISHED 1842 

September 25, 1973 

With refence to your telephone call of September 21, 1973 
pertaining to the "Mary Celeste". 

TELEPHONE 
6 Sil 3 - 1 1 9 6 

I am sorry that I unintentionally misled you, we do not have 
the melodeon as I thought. The record I found referred to a photo-
drawing and the melodeon we have on display came from another source 
entirely. 

In 1946, the melodeon and a Chinese sword belonging to Capt. 
Briggs were owned by his nephew, J. Franklin Briggs, New Bedford, Mass. 
Mrs. George Orr, Rexton, N.B. has short sword and part of cutlass found 
on deck of abandoned ship by mate of Dei Gratia. He gave it to Captain 
Orr in New York. 

We have a coloured photo-drawing of the sketch you want of the 
Marie Celeste off the coast of France at Marseilles, 1861, year of 
launching, when named Amazon. The original was owned by Mr. , R. ,L. Dewis 
grand-son of builder of the briquentine. Painted by French artist. No 
address is given but perhaps Mr. Dewis lives at Spencer's Island, N.S. 
where ship was built. 

I am sorry that I am unable to give you more up to date inf orma-
tion but perhaps you can trace the artifacts from the above. 

If you wish to have a copy of our photo-drawing please let us 
know. 

/vs 

Sincerely yours, 

.·/~~ 
(Mrs.) Valerie Simpson 
Registrar 
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your sourooo o_ oul< be a 

you :.:o,... b a 

li"or •yl;-' 0..:1 ·t· t yo 1 n,v ... ~co de mo ,1 th, a:t l would e 1.11 .. o.oca t 
you wo 1 d co i::r· der • y roq ee·t o tl e pho o "'e; ,incs. If there it q 



( 
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MKMORIAL UNIVERSITY OF NEWFOUNDLAND 
St. John's, Newfoundland, Canada 

Department of History 
Maritime History Group 

Mr. Irving T. Deale, 
5300 Morris Street, 
Apartment 53, 
Halifax, N.S., 
Canada. 

Dear Mr. Deale, 

October 2nd, 1973. 

Many thanks for your letter of the 27th of September, 
but I am afraid that the "DEI GRATIA11 seems to be almost as much 
a mystery ship as the 11 MARIE CELESTE". We have checked through 
our records and can find no information whatsoever upon her in 
the years 1870-1873. This is remarkable. I do hope that your 
search in the end will prove successful. 

km/dcp 

I remain, 

Your:;~1~ 

Keith Matthews, 
D. Phil. (Oxon J. 
M.A. Dfp.Econ./Pol.Sci. 

Chairman, 
MARITIME HISTORY GROUP. 



THE NEW BRUNSWICK MUSEUM 

Mr. Irving T. Deale 
5300 Morris Street 
Apartment 53 
Halifax, N.S. 

Dear Mr. Deale: 

277 DOUGLAS AVENUE 

SAINT JOHN , NEW BRUNSWICK 

CANADA 

ESTABLISHED 1842 

October 15, 1973 

TELEPHONE 
693 - 1196 

With reference to your letter of October 1 regarding the 
"Mary Celeste". 

The pictures yourre~uested will be sent to you and you will 
be billed direct by the photographer. 

According to the Webster Catalogues, Mrs. Orr has the cutlass 
that was found on the "Mary Celeste". 

My source of information was the "Catalogues of the John 
Clarence Webster Canadiana Collection of the New Brnnswick Museum", 
published in 1939. 

I hope this will be of help and wish you the best of luck 
in your research. 

/vs 

Smncerely yours, 

-i~L~ 
(Mrs.) Valerie Simpson 
Registrar 

P.S. The Webster catalogues are for sale - $10.00 for the three volume set. 



'--

Douin:: on :'Uhl'° c Ju:·ch::L ve.., 

395 Vtcll:tng on s-~. 

Doe .. Sirs. 

'iL:.1, 1: •. they photocopy vor.y poorly. 

Ocrt • 17, 973 

Ol Ju.ne 10 1061, 

If ·t • 11 poss· bl e~ I ~1oul • U . <J n roo.d~. lo copy o • ""r:d a. c ooLl..i::onts fro 
tl- c orlGLcl Ret;is-try Boo:: s) " If' no·.; poc""· blo; u rco.do: ~-G co y £::o 1 ·~11--

• orolilra would ou· f ice . 
On t10 

I f' I.f yo 

or •70 o) ,. :i oc:L:C'lc ... ~Y a::i of'.1. o cl c ·cr.1 1·· st f'or ·1e:.., v-oycgo fro :J 7 
Yoxk • .. o c,·• .:,1ult.sn: on no· .. 15 1 18 72 I ·7ould be ory plct COl.1 ·t 11(1.. o c.. 



copy of it as wo11 . 

Tho' 0£·-:-icial Iumbo_ o . ·the 4.nU!I nae 3767 0 .. hnc of' th Pia~ 
wo.s r.4.011} . 

Tho . .lt you. vor;/ muo 1 :to . oo- si ori11b my l"'oqv_ect • nd • £ thc:ro , 0 a.r.!Jr 
ohax·ce ':o ..... ·) otocopylng ~. lee.so lot me 0 .... 1 .. 

Re$pecti\llly you . .., , 



Apart -on· 53, 
H,. 1 •• fti.. , NOVfl. Seo • , 

C m.da, 

Oc·~obcr 2lti 1973, 

out 
Da • cs in rthich cho ap )Oa:ro ;:i the •• st are a.a ollo o : Doc • 16 & l 7, lo72, 
·r • c1 J., lG C. 25., 873 and Sop • 17, l 73 ., 

I:.:.. poss·· ol e , I would lL. e ·t • ~ve p 1otosta • -0 oo i ca o:f.' t.,10 above 1 -
fo:r·mo:c· on. If yov.:.-- f· lee oontai:.J. other .. G/G:ion on • ex· or the Hova 

•o., • an b:r-.Lgunt·~ ne oi q~. I woul be lcaood ·t:o have oopi.es OJ.. it, uc 
we s nart:Lc o.rly 3 c~ m i st of ,.,he ., a.·~"_;or abi:p o her voyar:;o • _ o-- u 

of a y otlcr so rces w1ore I 

T c Off· c al Hu.mb or of ti 

the 6,01 ... 

,; 
f 

---}·· - . 

Colen .;c •,. ~e 17920; tha:t of 



5300 Morrie Street 
A Cl-, I 011t 53 D 

23 Ootol,er, 1973~ 

y O.orge Y n. 
I am s ·Ull :t. 1 e ~osted • n the boo by 1 ,urence Keatil'lg ( he Gi--eat l:D. 

Cclonte , oa:.;:), bn·t \7i l l be u.na.ble to ord i, o anothe:r week or so. 

ha ls:.: rou very mu .. h :for you1., a.Ssista . .ce , lt 1s much ,.:pprocic.,.to • y 

You:ro v:i.nco:rely , 

C\.f ~~,-, l j/ .,/ l,-_£ 
TT'ir.Lng :r . Deale 



HOFFMAN RESEARCH SERVICES 
P. 0. BOX 342 RILLTON, PA':-15678 

-FREE WORLDWIDE SEARCH SERVICE-

We offer: 
Bryan, George ·s~ds. MYSTERY SHIP, THE MARY CELESTE 

IN FANCY AND IN FACT. 
Lippincott, 1942. First Edition. 
Good condition. $12.50 

Keating, Lawrence J. THE GREAT MARY CELESTE HOAX. 
Houghton-Mifflin, 1929. Printed in Great Britain. 
Four folding plates, plus color frontispiece (which 
is mostly loose in binding). Covers lightly rubbed, 
otherwise in good condition. $17.50 

IMPORTANT: We have located the above with source(s) offering subject to prior sale; 
an immediate order is essential. Phone order acceptable - (412) 863-2367. 

- YOUR SATISFACTION IS GUARANTEED -

TO ORDER: Return this card with your remittance (cash, check or money order). Your order will be immediately 
acknowledged and book(s) shipped promptly. We pay the postage. 



Hof· an }osoarch Serv·· eee 

P ,. o. }3ox 342., 
n.t ., -··o·,-, .i:w.- I, s. .. () p • 

5300 t:orris ~-treet , 

.f....pt . 53,, 
HaUf'ax; Nova r-co·t · a, 

a ... o.da, 

October 25, 1973. 

1 t our, X did not o o .. " ·i;he boo ;;7E.ry Oeles·.,o : The OdysL>ey of an 

be.nuonod S 1 r, • y C • arle"' ~doy J:'ay , I o.pprec • a c JOlU' ef'f'or·~s vor-

much . 1 1 o p:c,oblo 1e, you • •• d not .01 on rrhioh e<U.tion .,, a for sru.e . 

ihe o uero two e i tion.a of: boo printtd in 1942-a ,..ge olu e, 
( 261 . •:.gee) oon cai ng , n th o.prion oes, dooUJnents uc d by iey 

to :,:i:-ovo ·ru1•r o_ bis poi .. 1to. Tho omalla od.i ti.on (82 pt.goo) cont :i. s 

only ·'10 body 0£ t ~e or·· Gi,iml to.:·t • 

I ~lroody have a copy of -tho s ::.uller vo1u e ., It 7ou co 1 tell t c 

•17hich o o you 1.av- for sale, I 

-ppreo·a.t·vely your"', 

:\'(. f 42 ,_i~ 
Irv: ,. T • Deale 



ti ·o. 

tlootw_crJ:i;o n co neot· on wi'Ch this oa:ee • ncluding .ny co "rosponde ce 

If it would be o .;..ey elp • :n loo, .. : ng you1" · -~lee,. tl Of£· c al 
Nu· ber of ..i;he Celootc 2.e 179 o. 



{ HOFFMAN RESEARCH SERVICES 
r.o. BOX 342 RILLTON, PA--15678 

-FREE WORLDWIDE SEARCH SERVICE-

We offer: 
Fay, Chas. MARY CELESTEs THE ODYSSEY OF AN ABANDONED 

SHIP. 
Salem Peabody Museum, 1942. 
Good condition. 
$15.00 

e still have not received your orders for the Bryan 
book at $12.50 and the Keating book at $17.50 offered 
to you by air mail back on October 9. 

IMPORTANT: We have located the above with source(s) offering subject to prior sale; 
an immediate order is essential. Phone order acceptable - (4 12) 863-2367. 

- YOUR SATISFACTION IS GUARANTEED -

TO ORDER: Return this card with your remittance (cash, check or money order). Your order will be immediately 
acknowledged and book(s) shipped promptly. We pay the postage. 



HOFFMAN RESEARCH SERVICES 
0. BOX 342 RILLTON, PA. lf 

- FREE WORLDWIDE SEARCH SERVICE-

Thank you for your order. Your book(s) have been ordered from our 
source(s) and will be shipped to you directly from them to save time in _ transit. 
Please allow a reasonable time for the arrival of your order, as books travel very 
slowly in the mail. 
Please keep this card for reference and write to us whenever you again need a 
book. It has been a pleasure serving you. 

Your order is being sh ipped to you directly from 
our sources. As the books have been located with 
more than one source, your order will arrive in 
...2.. .. parcels. 

Keating book subject to prior sale by source, so we 
ha ve ordered for you; remit $17.50 in week or so. 

- YOUR SATISFACTION IS ALWAYS GUARANTEED -



Atl&.'lt'i c • ,u-'-u'"' 1 Lrnu:ra oe o. , 
80 ''(:) C' .... ne >) u•. 

Ne,, Yorlr., • Y. . 

oira.: 
I no •• uvol ved in re...,o •"C' nc t e s ory 

5,00 :or· ·u Street 
A.; ,. 53, 

Oan.ada, 

Ooto' c: 25, 1973. 

antine ·- a .... :10..0 found abandon d of" "the zo:.t· o • .n Do .. . , 1872 I'm r:; 1r 

o • ,..:c ow the story I • o she 1.-i s insu:r d ui t 

:.iutuo.l , 

I wou d "be ory • 1torest;ed :t hotooo :· es of e.ny doou.::cnt..:; 

10uld • ucludo n lot era to or f'ro::.1 o:uyono connec·t;ou tit 

I would also be interested to kno, v nt pos:· tion, i' y, th .... t Chae,. 

If tlo~e is any --hare:;o for the photooo:pyi:g please let o now . 
The· you very uc_ ;for yo r co- operation. 

Irving T • Doo,le 



Gibraltar . 

;,oo M~a Street, 
Apart ent. 531 

Balit:1.x, 1Tova Scotia, 

oana4a, 
Ootober 25, 1973 .. 

I am (as are p1•obably ., y oth_.) resea.ro ing the s-tory o the !s.:z 
~~.:\~.~!~.• [ am aware of the Inqu.5.ry tlat took lace at G-1b al ta•.., in 1872-73, 

a 1<.1 I sl1ould ..... w_ri_ t-.e :records o.. t 1 s 111.qu ry would L"ti l bo - resorvotl 

in the i_es of the Vice-Admiral t - Oourt in tl1 bral tar. 
I wouJd be tores to ~ 1n o copy of' t ho docur:.onts dea •• nc 

w· h this ea1.1e , nol di•1g the ·to..., mony e;:tvon by Oliva _ eveau and o,'10r.n D 

epor·ts of the Surveyor of Sbippinea and of the Dive;-, and any oo:rrespoi d-

e: oo to o:i." ~rom ,;wyone connected 7i th the oaae. I - short, if a· all :poss-

ible, I i1ou.ld. like copies of any or all i:lfor111aviOn tho.t you oan fu:c sh. 

about this case , 

Also, perhaps you oau fu:rn:i. sh t.1e with the addresB ct tho • evrnpeper 

( i' 1 t is et:tll in existence) ~e .Gi,bm&S Qaro,n1QJn.(t M,d Oi -~ cial n~z ·t-to, 
If there i s a y olu.rge for: your sei"viceo, pleane do not hesitate to 

let "O .. 10w. 

Your co- opor2.t1011 is very uoh apprec '""tGt. 
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COPY OF A LETTER 
WRITTEN BY STEPHEN ORR 

OF REXTON , NEW BRUNSWICK 
TO IRVING DEALE, HALIFAX 

(Rec'd Oct . 30 , 1973) 



The Sword of the Mary Celeste Mystery 

There were two Swords in this case , one which you showed to me in 
the booklet you had with you on your Visit to Rexton. This was the 
type of sword used at the battle of Austria, the kind the knights used 
when they sought to conquer the Holy land, or rather I shou1d say in 
the Crusade , a sword generally used while fighting on horse-back. 
Supposed to be found by Captain Briggs in his travels . 

This sword was to all accounts, shipped back to the states with 
the captai n ' s effects , presumably to Washington . 

But the sword which my father brought home with him was found on 
the deck of the Mary Celeste . There were several slashes made on the 
rail , as though there was a fight , this Cutlass was blood-stai ned and 

broken the hilt was velvet covered and had two tassels . 
Part of the Dei Gratias crew had been put aboard the Marie Celeste 

and they with their captain took the Marie Celeste to Gibraltar . 
The Dei Gratia conti nued her trip to New York . My father (George Orr) 

was in New York at that time of her arrival and was looking for a ship 
back to Canada. 

He was walking along the pier where the Dei Gratia was tied up 
when someone shouted ttHello Canada" . He went over and found an old 
ship- mate from his home town and went aboard and met the Mate Devereau 
who was then acting Captain . The result was that he was hired as Mate , 
he was 21 yrs old then. 

On the voyage back to "Bear River"-Nova Scotia He was told the story 
of how the .:ary Celeste was picked up and the Capt (Devereau) presented 
him With the sword as a souvenir of the !Aarie Celeste . This since then 
became well known all over the world . Conyan Doyle (The writer of 



Sherlock Holmes) once spun a yarn about it somewhat like , "the Nigger 

on the Narcissus . 

Of course this was mere fiction as the mystery was never solved . 
Devereau and my father thought there might have been a fight with 

the 11 L1oors" as at that time , the Moorish Pirates were sailing the seas 
and taking ships and prisoners whom they made slaves , and very few es-
caped . Then again there was a possibility that the ship had grounded 
on some quick-sand Island and the crew might possibly have landed and 
the island which seldom stays long, had washed away and with it the 
crew. 

By Devereaus story the table in the cabin was set , the tea and 
coffee was still warm and ther e were coals still hot in the stove . 
There was a sewing Machine in the cabin and a childs garment still 
under the needle as though someone had left in haste . 

All sails were set , all boats were intact and no effort had been 
made to launch or lower any . 

When my father j oined the Dei Gratia , the crew had just received 
their part of the salvage money , five hundred dol lard each , the land 
sharks were at them to fight for more so the mate was anxi ous to get 
away from New York . The mate and captain of the Dei Gratia had received 
one thousand doll ars each . 

The sword in the captai ns belongings had real ly nothing to do with 
the mystery as it was still in the cabin and not on deck . The ship was 

laden with alcohol But no one in his right mind ever drank 11Alkytt in 
those days . I do not know if it was the same as the" Br and 11 , the 

rum- runners used to carry or if it was just wood alcohol , the kind once 
used in a spirit Compass . Supposed to be pure poison , but I have heard 

of old soaks who got real thirsty and drank the compass dry . 

Stephen Orr 
Rexton, Kent Co ., 
New Brunswick . 



rTy nephew (George Orr of 19 Manhattan Drive ) Scarbor ough Ontario 
now has the sword , which I gave to him four years ago . He is a steel 
superintendent and was sent down a few years ago to put the I/Iillion 
dollar derrick or crane in the steel plant at Sydney . I have seen a 
story of it in the Star Weekl y Toronto paper . 

Vas sailing on the "Yarmouth County" when she called at Pitcairn 
Island and was also on her when she had a collision with a battleship 
of Halifax. I am sending part of his letter which I received shortly 
after the collision. So you can rest assured that no part of this letter 
is fiction unless I am mistaken in the name of the ship . The Warship 
I think was the Herrimac . the captain was transferred to the West 
coast afterward . 

Stephen Orr . 

"You can keep these letters they may help you if you start to write 
sea stories . " You can see why I have given the sword to my nephew as he 
sailed all over the world during the second war , started at 15 yrs old . 
these three letters prove some of it . 

N.B. The sword owned by Briggs and f ound in the cabin of the Mary 
Celeste was used in the battle of Austria and had the cross of Savoy 
on the hilt . 

Savoy was an Italian Duchy belonging to Sardi nian ~Tonarchy border-
ing on France and Switzerland , 

The army of Austri a won the battle of 1848 and Charles Albert , 
Duke of Savoy , King of Sardi nia abdicated in favor of his son , Victor 
Emmanuel II 1849 . 



The sword or rather cutlass was unmarked , had sic .-substitute 11 and 11 

could have belonged to any pirate , and was of the ki nd used in boarding 

a vessel , where they were unwant~d guests ; It is also possible that 

U. S. A. having at that time gained a powerful name in the world, that 

the Moors feared to take an American vessel , but prisoners or slaves 

would never be missed . The population of r:orocco was 8 , 500 , 000 persons . 

274,000 miles square . That was in 1860 yr . 



Grosoet e; I:ru:t . , 
51 1 a/ son A:ve • , 

Neri Yor I . Y • , l OOlO • 

.Dea..1" Si rs t 

5300 :rorris nt . • 
Ap_t . 5'" · 

Hal:L.~ax, :i'.Iova Sooti· , 

October 30 1 1973. 

Recently, I .urcbased a book u<- l l ld W.;lJ,l\i SA1J2~ Md ~~;Lia& 01!&:!i• 
1r1 tten by George Goldsiri t. - Ca.r·iie:r I au.a pub i !'Jhed by OUl" co patty• 

On PP• 138 a11d 139 i o , v en an abbrevia:tod htstory of the b 1 j~ •tine 
!EZ Celeste about nhich I feel I us corn.n1 • t . The author "' tfi,~e" ·-1mi; 

81 e ca.r1°i0d 8. co.rgo of 1700 g3. :ons of alcohol . This : s a g:;."'oss 1 0-

ctat1v ont . _he fact e t at s' e ca.rr..,. • • 1701 l?!!l:•,·I o ti ooho - c go 

of 1700 gallons on 282 -ton dd:v wou1 · 

a.leo states (c.s do ,.o,;uy authors) that: s10 t:fa,$ found on ~he 5 December 

1872 . ho , actually, it n:is Dec • 4. H • says the l olds weJ:e f at .n dl'Y , 

whe:ceas tl e log o ti1e Gini\~6, "'ta tos tho. oho was fou d na a~ o· 1.-:::d 

wi th 3?t feet of 'i7ater in ho1u ••• tt 

r~-r . Golds i·ih-Carter eoe::. on ·to Bayt .. t her 1 'El r1~s in~ So...l:;.rs11 

vf oh a :b":r enoh pe:i.nter ·•rote tis Ml£t Cc.lent • " T .. •• s e one v~.1· a.'tion 

of a ctOl.j7 which has been p rpetra:iicd y sevo -al authort:1 , ou.- of the 

Hoa: - · 

in l.929 . Thero- it> 11ot one t~ rec.a. of ovide oe to eu.'bs t~t' ate th.i. o clc. ·' • 

S e ·as !'."I .cd th .tar r <;,ilorat• on her fi. st Amcrioar ro,_ st cy1 th.i.s fact 

can be born:' out by a l • t .;le 'bit o:.t oheoltinc;. 

I feel that it •• s ot1a;teme1-ta .... t-ch a.a ~• 1 ade •• n ii'bia boo-" ·tlu ,-·-

have contribut ed to ·he perpet"Tati® of the J~m;x Gelaate u •. • ", and 

huv e done nothing to pr<rnel1t the true fat.r~s (~ of i1hich a:r:o on 



record), b t have o· ly served • o cloud he :leeae . 
One would ; on eadi 1g t' • s o..coount, tenc to include it rt' th KoDt" • gt s 

fallac .ou::1 boo~"', Co:uai1•-Doyle ts ttJ . lia~ Jephson 's S ate.10 :t11 and 

do an appef".l"\.: 100 fro · • e 

One ·muld hope ·t1at I.rr_. Goldsr -1th Carter b.o.s :rc,...carched tho other 

that on 'he i:a Cele.ote. 



He,li.fa . In..:>U "D.llCe Co 

. CO.:!' Si:.'S I 

5,oo :orrifJ st . , 
Apt . 5J, 
~lifax, 

lPor eom.e time, :no -1, I have een reeearch1n0 material on tb.e 'bri..,, tti o 

------· !t0cer1tl .. , I :..'c.rl1 C. "ross t~ :pie rG of th:t r:m: O!l&,,fal~ on a 
ct1lcnd" -r put out by .. ,:,11 ,;.,;: I11r•uranco . Tll-e pioture was a r productio- o 

c. p .:i.n-uine done by Lesli o Victor .;imi th. I a.o not mow the year •' a ·t that 
:. ti oul£:,:r oo._on.da:: ues u b 1 ohed, l. ·, . havo nru:·rowed it clovm to 

no bct1ocn 1942 p 1958. I wonder 1£ you ho.ve o. y j_nformatio:n on t • o 

I woul . vory i uc o avo a. p:toture rd this reproduction of t 10 

s.h.1.p, • noss blo, and 11ould also appreoiate &n:1 1 formation you could 

• ntinc. 

Tha:c.2c you iu aclvru co for your co- operation ., 

Respoo t,;fu1 .y yours~ 

(">- {: ·,, 1· /J;~. 2 . 
' . , 



BRANCHES 

351 CALIFORNIA ST. 

TELEPHONE 
425 - 4800 

CABLE ADDRESS 
WINCHESTER NEW YORK 

SAN FRANCISCO,CALIF. 94104 J. H \v I N C H E S T E R & ( 0 .. f N C. 255 WEST STH STREET 
TELEX 

ITT: 420675 
WUI : 62525 
RCA: 232717 

..C"" -\N PEDRO.CALIFORNIA 90733 

ESTABLISHED 1866 

Slea,nship Agents and Brokers 
. () FC : 82651 

D IR EC TORS 
R. E. BE CKMAN N 
R. R. BECKMANN 
JOHN 5. HADLEY 

J. J. SM ITH 
C. P. LAMBERT, JR. 
P. J. OVERZAT 

Mr . Irving T. Deale 
5300 Morris Street 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
Canada 

Dear Sir: 

November 2,1973 

19 RECTOR STREET 
NEW YOB Ii, :\.Y . 1000 6 

We have your letter dated October 25,1976 requesting documents with respect to the MARY CELES'IE. 

Unfortunately, we have no documents or papers with respect to 
the Celeste. However, we suggest that perhaps you can contact Marsh & McLennan, Inc., 
1221 Avenue of the Americas, who had published a booklet on the subject some 
time ago. Marsh & McLennan, Inc. are Average Adjusters and Insurance People. 

Very truly yours, 

J.H. Winchester & Co., Inc. 

CPL/fja 
{;~ 
Director r 
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Port Greville, 
Cumberland Co ., N. s . 

-De · ~. • -:- er· l i' i 

in to 0 1r 

o.t no ·o ... .. ...... - 1 
J. l· , .J E.. • 

0 cbco, .. d · or co ... SU .h t • .U[, , 

,,. - r 

VT- l . 

5300 ':o r le S • , 

Ap . 53 , 

Cl•l. 

oollo ... -
C 1 ., 0 to VO d -

,ttl 1 

01.1 1, e • 



r r . Irving T. Deale 
5300 Vorris Stree t 
Apartmen t 53 
Falifax , Nova Sc ot i a 
Canada 

Dear Sir 

SUPREME COURT, 

GIBRALTAR 

2nd November , 1 973 . 

Thank you f or yo ur letter of the 25th Octobe r , 19 73 . 

2 . As f a r a s I am aware the only r e cords I h ave 
ar e t he Registra r ' s no t es of evid ence t ak en duri ng 
t he c ourse of proceedi ng s i n th e Vice Adm i r alty Court 
wh ich I can furnish you on payment of fee s £5.75. 
Your s fa ithfu lly 

-
Fel ix ~ . P i z zarello 
Regi s trar 



George Orr , 
19 Manhattan Drive , 
Scarborough , Ont . 

Don ~-!r . O :-r: 

5300 .!o r i o s· . , 

rovembe_~ 2 • l 73. 

r , a d ave been to Re::to 11 N' . • a, couple o..: tinea , an l1ave ,;al .. e o 
• yo r· cle S c_ 10n t7 o !"l.."' oltl .10 b t o tit . e 1ee tel 

OVC r;,y , 

I e.:r ····.cularl y :.n. ··cron C • l .• s ao ect o:t the 00.:.8 , :;r·nco tho e 
a Yer:i~ "'· :..n rul.i oz ·'-'1e 0 .~,... 1.ri ch .... le:.,V ,. ..., 

a out fl.0 ~the re.for -: ce -tha h0rc ~re :::co .. , -to be C ood 

o s~ords 1 ol ea . 
(.,UVO atl or 1n.c 

I ... OU-d -:::y 

vo vc<l . 

e._ e y , 

I 4 -t ·_4 
Irvi g T. Do le 



,,oo 1,:0-"r i o s '•, 
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PUBLIC ARCHIVES ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 

OF CANADA DU CANADA 

Our File No. 73- 16108/6111 

Mr . Irving T. Deale , 
5300 Morris Street , 
Apt. 53 , 
HALIFAX , Nova Scotia . 

Dear Mr . Deale : 

395 Wellington Street 
OTTAWA , Ontario 
KlA ON3 

5 November 1973 

In reply t o your letter of Oct ober 17 , 
I am pleased to inform you that the Public Archive s does 
have shipping records for the vessel s AMAZON and DEI 
GRATIA as follows : 

(a) AMAZON , # 37671 , Parrsboro , Nova Sc otia , 
Shipping Register~, volume 70 , pages 55- 56 , reel C- 2452 . 

(b) AMAZON , # 37671 , Sydney , Nova Scotia , 
Shipping Registers , volume 79 , ·page 139 , reel C- 1530 . 

(c) DEI GRATIA , # 64Pl4 , Digby , Nova Scotia , 
Shipping Registers , volume 261 , page 8 , reel C-2432 . 

(d) DEI GRATIA , # 64 , 014 , Digby, Nova Scotia , 
Shipping Registers , volume 264 , page 9 , reel C- 2433 . 

If you wish , a photoduplication order for any 
of the above mentioned documents can be prepared for you . 
It is expected that good , clear microfilm enlargements fr om 
the negative reels could be obtained . In the unlikely event 
that good copies could not be produced fr om the negative 
reels, photostats could then be prepared from the original 
shippi ng registers at no extra cost . Since the original 

.... 2 
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documents in many of our shipping registers are in 
poor condition, it is preferable to try to obtain 
microfilm enlargements from the films. 

Microfilm or photostat copies of any 
of the above-mentioned documents can be obtained 
at a cost of $1.00 per page. If you are ordering 
copies, please do not send any money. Our account 
will be submitted after the work has been completed. 

Unfortunately, the Archives does not 
have a body of crew list records and therefore, we 
are unable to provide you with information regarding 
t he crew l ist for any of the voyages of DEI GRATIA. 
I also regret that we are unable to explain the 
notation in the Barrsboro registry, "See archives 
file 1940 No. 445". 

JC/mer 

Yours sincerely, 

e~u~ 
C. MacKinnon, 
Head, 
Research and Inquiries Section. 



Mr. Irving T. Deale 
5300 Morris Street 
Apartment 53 
Halifax, N.S. 

Dear Mr. Deale: 

THE NEW BRUNSWICK MUSEUM 
277 DOUGLAS AVENUE 

SAINT JOHN , NEW BRUNSWICK 

CANADA 

ESTABL ISHED 1842 

November 5, 1973 

TELEPHONE 
693-1196 

While going through Museum past correspondence, I came 
across a letter dated September 18, 1961 relating to the "Mary Celeste". 
Mr. Stanley Spicer of 525 Squires Street, Fredericton, N.B. was 
writing an article for a U.S. magazine entitled "Motor Boating" on 
the "Mary Celeste". I am sure, you have heard of him in relation 
to other books he has written on maritime subjects but perhaps he 
could be of assistance to you in your search for information. 

Also we recently were notified that the original painting 
of the "Amazon" has been located at Fort Beausejour. 

We hope these two items will be of interest aad help to 
you. 

/vs 

Sincerely yours, 

(Mrs.) Valerie Simpson 
Registrar 



Mr Irving T Deale 
5300 Morris Street 
Apartment 53 
Halifax 
Nova Scotia 
Canada 

Dear Mr Deale 

DEI GRATIA 

NATIONAL MARITIME MUSEUM 
LONDON SElO 9NF 

TELEPHONE 01-858-4422 

5 November 1973 

Thank you ver:y much indeed for your letter of 3 September concerning 
the above ship . I apologise for the delay in replying to your letter , 
but our crew lists are kept at an outstation because of lack of space 
in the central Museum, and it takes time to go over and search them. 

Unfortunately we have no crew lists for 1872 , but I understand that this 
may well be at the Memorial University in Newfoundland , who took many of 
the crew lists when they were looking for a home . I do hope you are 
successful here and please let me know if I can be of any help in the future. 

Yours sincer ely , 

Caroline Jarvis (Mrs) 
Museum Assistant 
Department of Manuscripts 
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THE HALIFAX INSURANCE COMPANY 

GENERAL OFFICE 

November 8, 1973 

Mr. I. T. Deale 
5300 Morris Street, Apt. 53 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 

Dear Mr. Deale : 

1303 YONGE STREET, TORONTO, ONTARIO M4T IW9 416•924-7311 

Thank you for your letter of October 31st regarding our calendar picture 
of the MARY CELESTE. Unfortunately, however, because of the time factor 
involved, we cannot give you any information on either the ship or the 
artist as our files have been destroyed. 

I regret that we cannot be of assistance to you in this matter and thank 
you for your interest. 

Yours truly, 

~/1,,p~ 
Sandra A. Hopkins 
Secretary to Vice President 

sah 



ATLANTIC MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY • CENTENNIAL INSURANCE COMPANY 
MARINE , FIRE AND CASUALTY INSURANCE 

HOM E OFFICE 

ATLANTIC BUILDING • 45 WALL STREET• NEW YORK , N . Y. 10005 

Mr. Irving T. Deale 
5300 Morris Street, Apt. 53 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada 

Dear Mr. Deale: 

November 8, 1973 

Your letter of October 25th regarding the MARY CELESTE is ack-
nowledged and, under separate cover, we are sending you a copy of Mr. 
Charles Edey Fay's book, "The MARY CELESTE, The Odyssey of an Abandoned 
Ship." 

Mr. Fay was a vice president of the Atlantic Mutual Insurance 
Company, the sole surviving insurance company which had coverage on the 
vessel or her cargo. For this reason, and because of a great personal 
interest in this sea mystery, Mr. Fay did a good deal of research and 
in 1942, in commemoration of the Atlantic's 100th anniversary, the first 
printing of his book was issued. 

Mr. Fay's scrapbooks, which contain much information on the sub-
ject, are the property of the Peabody Museum in Salem, Massachusetts, 
publisher of the book. The scrapbooks were on loan to us for some years 
but, at their request, we retur ned them to the Museum late in 1972. I 
do not believe we would have any documents or correspondence on this 
vessel here in our files but, if I turn up anything of interest, I will 
send copies on to you. 

As you no doubt know, quite a few books have been written on 
this mystery over the years. In our library we have copies of: 

''MARY CELESTE, A Centenary Record" by MacDonald Hastings, 
published by Michael Joseph, London 

"The Secret of the MARY CELESTE and Other Sea Fare" by 
Gresham Bradford, published by Barre Publishing Company, 
Barre, Massachusetts, 1966. 

"The Great MARY CELESTE Hoax, Famous Sea Mystery Exposed" 
by Laurence J. Keating, published by Houghton Mifflin Co., 
1929 



Mr. Irving T. Deale - 2 - November 8, 1973 

''Mystery Ship, the MARY CELESTE, in Fancy and Fact" 
by ~orge Bryan, published by J.B. Lippincott Company, 
1942. 

There may be additional books of which we are not aware on this 
mystery and it is mentioned more briefly in other books, including "This 
Baffling World" by John Godwin, published by Hart Publishing Company, 
1968. 

We hope this information will be of assistance to you. 

Sincerely yours, 

Secretary to the President 



PEABODY MUSEUM, SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS 01970 

Trustees 
AUGUSTUS PEABODY LORING 

President 
RUSSELL WALLACE KNIGHT 

Vice President 
WALTER MUIR WHITEHILL 

Secretary 
LEVERETT SALTONSTALL 
FRANCIS LEE HIGGINSON, JR, 
HENRY SCHOFIELD STREETER 
MARY WELD PINGREE 
FRANCIS WHITING HATCH, JR. 
RICHARD WHEATLAND, II 

Honorary Trustees 
FRANCIS BACON LOTHROP 
RALPH LAWSON 
ALFRED PORTER PUTNAM 
STEPHEN WHEATLAND 

LAWRENCE COOLIDGE 
Treasurer 

ERNEST STANLEY DODGE 
Diruto,r 

Founded by the East India Marine Society 1799 

Mr. Irving T. Deale 
5300 Morris Street Apt. 53 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
Canada 

Dear Mr. Deale: 

November 9, 1973 

Ernest S. Dodge has handed to me y_our letter of the 4th to see if I could help 

you, but neither he nor I have any knowledge of living descendants of the 

persons concerned with the MARY CELESTE incident. I am sorry to say I 

do not know who owns the sword, although we do have one or two objects 

which came off the vessel, such as the sewing machine and a small writing desk. 

PCFS:ga 

Yours sincerely, 

~? -• · C-1~/4 
Ph~ hadwick Foster Smith 
Curator of Maritime History 

signed in Mr. Smith's absence 



TELEPHONE, 01-623 71 0 0 
EXTENSION No. 

TELEGRAMS, LLOYDS LONDONEC3 

TELEX , 886691 LLOYDS LON 

YOUR REFERENCE:-

OUR REFERENCE,- DS/ TMD / GD /1133 

Dear Sir, 

LLOYD'S, 

LIME STREET, 

LONDON, 

EC3M 7HA. 

13th November, 197 3 

I thank you for your letter of October 21st, addressed to 
Lloyd's Register of Shipping, which has been passed to Lloyd's 
for attention. 

Very little was published in II Lloyd I s List 11 relating to the 
MARY CELESTE as you will see from the enclosed extracts, but 
I suggest you try to obtain a copy of 11 MARY CELESTE" by Charles 
Edey Fay, published by the Peabody Museum, Salem in 1942, which is 
by far the best book on the subject, and will answer the questions 
you raise. 

I am forwarding under separate cover some pamphlets about 
Lloyd I s which I hope you will find of interest. 

Mr. I. T. Deale 
5 300 Morris St. 
Apartment 53 
Halifax 
Nova Scotia. Canada. 

Yours faithfully, 
,,. . 

T. M~ Dinan 
{for Shipping Editor) 
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Mr• Irving T • Deale 
5300 Morris Street, Apt. 53 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
Canada 

Dear Mr. Deale: 

November 14, 1973 

MARY CELESTE 

Thank you for your letter of November 6, 1973 and while we appreciate 
J. H. Winchester & Co.' s kind thoughts; Marsh & McLennan is not the 
source of material concerning the MARY CELESTE. 

However, one of the larger insurance Underwriters in New York, the Atlantic 
Mutual Insurance Company, is very interested in this vessel. As I recall, 
they are the only Underwriters who had an interest in MARY CELESTE'S ill 
fated voyage who remain actively engaged in marine insurance today. In 
fact, this company has dedicated a room in their home office at 45 Wall 
Street to the history of this vessel. This room contains many artifacts 
recovered from the MARY CELESTE along with several important documents 
from this vessel. 

I have, therefore, taken the liberty of forwarding your letter to Mr. Raymond 
Marine of Atlantic Mutual who stated he would be very happy to assist you. 
Should you wish to contact him directly, his address is Atlantic Mutual In-
surance Company, Ocean Marine Insurance, 130 John Street, New York, N.Y. 10038. 

I also personally wish you luck in this endeavor. 

JJD/ea 
cc: Mr. Raymond Marine, Atlantic Mutual Insurance Company 

130 John Street, New York, N.Y. 10038 

Marsh & McLennan Incorporated 1221 Avenue of the Americas, New York, New York 10020 212/997-2000 

.. 
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COPY OF A LETTER 
WRITTEN BY STEPHEN ORR 

OF REXTON , NEW BRUNSWICK 
TO IRVING DEALE , HALIFAX 

(Rec'd Nov. 19 , 1973) 



I did not keep the letter from Briggs relation , but I am sending 

a clipping from the IIoncton times March 18th 1952 
I did not know your name until I wrote to you , or I would have 

asked if you knew an Angus Deale or his brother Ray Deale , I sailed 
with Angus in 1917 . Was discharged in Halifax en Dec . 3 , and left 
Halifax on the fourth , the explosion was on the morning of the sixth 
December . 

Ray and Angus and Sam Whitman came from Conquorall Bank , N. S. 
(The Sword looked like this}. 

I never kept the letter from 

Briggs , U. S. A. , but I found 

this story of the sword . The 

old guy who wrote it must have 
forgotten what I told him as 

he raised the salvage money a couple of hundred . I wrote the story two 
weeks before my Father died as that night he told me the story and it 

was published after his death . This was written 15 yrs after so I pre-
sume this "Beerstt fellow had forgotten . But , anyway , I guess he had to 

change things as he would get another pay check for it . 
The only thing I found was this story and a picture from a calendar . 

I did find a couple of letters from Hal Banks , head of the s.r .u. a t 
that time , "the man from Alcatraz" . Maybe you have heard of how the 
CSU was done away with and how the Canadian Gastapo (RCi::P ) put SIU men 
on all ships . George was in British Guina then , on strike , they fined 
him $1000 and he had to pay his way back by plane . 

Hal Banks killed some captain and escaped t o U. S. A. 



gM ollblk fl~ 
Atlantic Mutual Insurance Company / Centennial Insurance Company 

Property, Casualty and Marine Insuran ce 
New York Branch Office 

130 John Street 
Telephone 943-1800 

(Mail Address-Box 150 Peck Slip Sta., N.Y., N.Y. 10038) 

November 21, 1973 

Mr. Irving T. Deale 
5300 Morris Street, Apt. 53 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
Canada 

Dear Mr. Deale: 

We are in receipt of your request for information on the Mary Celeste. 

Enclosed you will find a pamphlet giving a fairly complete account of 
the ship and the mysterious incidents surrounding here. 

Whether you are aware of it or not, we are the only Underwriters 
actively engaged in marine insurance today who had an interest in the Mary 
Celeste. In addition, we have created a small museum located in our Home 
office. Here we have retained some original documents and furniture that had 
been removed from the vessel . Thus we consider ourselves one of the more 
prominent sources of information on the subject. 

If adl itional information is needed perhaps we could be of assistance 
again. 

RJC:gd 

Sincerely, 
, -J..---
AAt '..Vi .,v/_,, 

Ralph J . Constantino 
Marine Deft 

Home Office • Atlantic Building, 45 Wall Street, New York, N.Y. 10005 



Atlantic 1:utual I nsurance Company , 
45 Wall Street, 

New York , N. Y. 10005 . 

Dear Sir: 

5300 Horris Street , 

Apt . 53 , Halifax , 
Nova Scotia , CANADA , 

November 28 , 1973 . 

I must , firstly , thank you for your letter of 8 November , and for the 
material which Atl antic has been so ki nd to send me regarding the Mary 
Celeste . I have also recently received some material from the Atlantic 
Branch Office on John St., N. Y. 

In my own "personal collection" , I have all the books on the Celeste 
mentioned in your letter of the above-mentioned date , plus many more which 
have devouted a chapter or a few pages to the subject . I also have photo-

• static copies of a few documents pertaining to the Celeste , and to her 
f orip.er self , the Amazon , including both Canadian Registries of the Ama zon , 
at Parrsboro, N. s ., and Sydney , Cape Breton, N. S. I have a copy of a 
petition written by Alexander t.IcBean ( or IfoBai n) to the Lieutenant- Governor 
of Nova Scotia on Oct . 14 , 1867 asking for permission to register the 
Amazon in the Port of Halifax , N. S. (granted , but never registered) and 
a copy of the reply (by the Attorney- General of N. s . ) . Even at this early 
date , the whole busi ness , as seen from these letters , smacks of "dirty 
dealings . " The Amazon was registered in Sydney at the hour of 12 :45 a . m. 11 
I also have a full size copy of the "Bill of Sale" of 4 shares belonging 
to her first Captain, Robert W • McLell an; these were sold by his widow in 
1863, after his untimely death (on board the Amazon in 1861) . 

I have several pictures in my possession. There is a copy of a photo 
of Joshua Dewi s , builder of the Amazon , taken a few years before 1896 , 
when he died . I also have a picture of a Cairn and the plaque on the cai rn, 



which was erected in memory of the .Qtl~, at Spencer ' s Island , Nova 
Scotia (her biDthplace) on August 7 , 1963. I am in the proc ess of obtaining 
a copy of the painting of the Amazon, done in :1arseilles in Nov., 1861 . 

It is doubtful that Atlantic does not have any of the material that I 
have , but if so , and you would like a copy of any of the material that I 
possess , please do not hesitate to write . 

If it would be at all possible , I would like a listing of the documents 
and other material that Atlantic has , either in the r ary Celes te Room or 
elsewhere . I am also very interested in the model of the Celeste that you 
have , and wonder if it would be possible to get a photograph of it (I will 
pay the cost of photography) or , if not, there i s a possibility that I 
may be in New York next spri ng, and perhaps I would be permitted to make 
a photo of it myself . 

In rnr . Fay 's book, there is a photostat of Atlantic's Insurance inspection 
record of the Celeste . Is this in Atlantic ' s files , or would it be in the 
Peabody ' s coll ection of Mr . Fay 's scrapbooks , or perhaps i n papers of I.:r., 

Fay ' s Estate? 

In closing, may I thank the people of Atlantic again , and state again, 
t hat i f you would like a copy of any -•- material that I have , just 
write, and I will be only too happy to send it . 

Sincerely, 

v7~·1,J~ 
Irving T. Deale 

cc to John St . Branch Office 
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ATLANTIC MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY • CENTENNIAL INSURANCE COMPANY 
MARINE , FIRE AND CASUALTY INSURANCE 

HOME O FFICE 

ATLANTIC BUILDING • 45 WALL STREET • NEW YORK , N. Y. !0005 

Mr. Irving T. Deale 
5300 Morris Street, Apt. 53 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada 

Dear Mr. Deale: 

December 11, 1973 

Thank you for your letter of November 28th regarding your "per-
sonal collection" on the MARY CELESTE. 

We are pleased to enclose a snapshot of the model, which was 
made for us according to the known specifications of the vessel and which 
we keep in our MARY CELESTE Room. 

We do not know that we have any documents here which would be of 
interest to you but you indicate that you may be in New York next spring 
and we suggest that at that time you come in and look through what material 
we have on the vessel. 

Sincerely, 

Secretary to Mr. Eckmann 

Enclosure 



MEMORIAL UNIVERSITY OF NEWFOUNDLAND 
St. John's, Newfoundland, Canada 

Department of History 
Maritime History Group 

Mr. Irving T. Deale, 
5300 Morris Street, 
Apartment 53, 
Halifax, 
Nova Scotia. 

Dear Mr. Deale, 

December 12th, 1973. 

Thank you for your letter dated 3rd of December and 
your inquiry about the 11 MARY CELESTE 11 (nee 11 AMAZON 11 ). As you 
asked, we have undertaken quite a large scale search for documents 
concerning this vessel and I must report that she was indeed a very 
mysterio"us ship. We possess only two documents pertaining to her 
which I enclose. The first document 11 An account of the changes 
in the crew of foreign-going shi p11 refers to a voyage which • 
terminated at Swansea in January, 1866. This is the only record 
pertaining to that vessel in our crew lists, although Greenwich 
Maritime Museum, which has the records for the years 1861,1862 and 
1865 might also have records of this vessel. The second document 
is •a transcript of the vessel's registry and all information on it 
must be taken to be 100 percent cor -c;:~1c.t.c.J<Xou will note from this 
that she is recorded to have been .car•~at Cape Breton in 1867, 
and her Certificate of Registry was cancelled. I have checked through 
the Canadian Registry through the years 1868,1869 and 1870 and there 
is no record of her being re-registered again in Canadian ownership. 
Generally speaking, where vessels were wrecked and rebuilt, their 
official number did not change and a notation that they have been 
rebuilt and registered anew is placed on the Registry transcript. 
You wi 11 note that this was not done to the II AMAZON 11 • Thus, if the 
11 MARY CELESTP was indeed the 11 AMAZON", who rebuilt and re-registered her 
and under which port was she re-registered? Was it Canadian, British 
or West Indian, or perhaps American? If you could tell me which port 
the 11 MARY CELESTE 11 as distinct from the 11 AMAZON 11 was :..registered in, 
we might be ab 1 e to track down a few more details. Gerta i ffly she 
is a most mysterious vessel. I am afraid that the search for 
this information took three or four hours of a research assistant's 
time and we must regrettably charge not only .60¢ for the xerox copies, 

. . . 2 
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but $6.00 for the research. I enclose an invoice to this effect. 

If there is anything further we can do for you, please ask. 
I am beginning to be as intrigued in this vessel as you are. 

km/dcp 

encl. 

With best wishes, 

I remain, 

Yours s:;x;l~ 

Keith Matthews, 
Chairman, 

) 

MARITIME HISTORY GROUP. 



Indian and 
Northern Affairs 

Mr. Irving Deale 
5300 Morris Street 
Apartment S3 

Affaires indiennes 
etdu Nord 

Halifax, Nova . Scotia 

Dear Mr. Deale s 

Fort Beausejour National 
Historic Park 

Aulac, New Brunswick 
19 Die 73 
Your file Votre reference 

Our file Notre reference 
18/1-V 1.22 

In repl7 to JOUr telephone request of 14 Dec 73 concerning baTing a cop7 
made of the painting of the .Amazon/Marr Celeste which we haw here, approval 
has been given by' onr regional otficeo We will be glad to haw a print 
made for 70l1J however, we would want to retain the negative here. 

The photographers inform me that the coat of a colour print will be between 
$12.00 and $1S.oo. Thq also sq the7 will not he able to duplicate the 
size of the original painting, which ls approxiaatel7 18" x 24", but that 
tha7 will make th! largest print the7 can, unless you wish to specify 
aome other particular size. 

If this is agreeable to yoo., you cm send a check for $15.00, made ont to 
Marjorie Robb or David Taylor, to cover the of the print. We will 
have the photographers make the print and then send it on to you. 

At the same ti•, would please outline (for our records) the reason 70u 
want the print, what kind of research ,wu. are doing and whether it is private 
or connected with a museum or some other organization, etc. 

I hope th1 s arrangement appears satiafactor7 to 7<Jll• If you have 8D1' 
questions or ccmaments, please write us at this or call (506) 536-0720. 

Sincerel;y yours, 

/llay~/~ 
Marjorie Robb 
for David Taylor 
Area SUperintendent 
Historic Sites/New Bnmnick 



THE ART INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO 
MICHIGAN AVENUE AT ADAMS STREET/ CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60603/ TELEPHONE: (312) CEntral 6-7080/ CABLE: ART! 

VICE PRESIDENT FOR 
COLLECTIONS AND EXHIBITIONS 

Mr. Irving T. Deale 
5300 Morris Street 
Apt. 53 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 

Dear Mr . Deale: 

December 31, 1973 

Rudolph Ruzicka was born in Bohemia, 29 June, 
1883. The last record we have is that he was still alive 
in Boston in 19 62. He is not now in the Boston telephone 
directory. 

There is a Francis A. Ruzicka, a life member 
of the Alumni Association of our School, 12 8 North Oral Drive, 
Columbus, Ohio. You could enquire of him if he is related. 

Your best chances would be to check in 
one of the Halifax libraries to see what publications by 
him may be listed. 

Sincerely yours , 

John Maxon 
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