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Des Barres 
h~d guests or not. His remarkable rise was accompa-
nied by a gradual angl ici1.ing of rhc family. Several of 
his children married into the Engli sh-speaking Quebec 
bourgeois ie. Lou i.,e-Sophic married Frederic Horatio 
Fish~r, a doctor from London. HCICnc and Sophie 
mamcd the Quebec merchants George and Henry 
Pemberton. Char lotte- Loui se became the wife of Dr 
Charles-Norbert PERRAULT. Joscph-Fran(;ois Pcr-
raulr• ·s son. 

On 23 April I 828. ar rhc age of 63. Dcsbarar, 
passed away at his home in Pctitc-RiviCrc-Saint-
C.harles. The fune ral ,crvice was conducted by Joseph 
S1gnay•. the coadjulor bishop. in the cathedra l of 
Not re-Dame at Quebec. The co rtCgc rhcn crossed the 
St Lawrence and wended it s way 10 Frampton Town-
s~ip by ro_ads difficult 11 1 that season. In keeping with 
hi s last wishes he was buried in the local chapel. for 
which he had donarcd land in 1825. Alrh0ugh his 
family showed some reluc1ance. his remains were 
transfe,rred from the chapel to lhe new parish church of 
Saint-Edouard around 1870. As found er anct benefac-
tor Des_barats was long rem~mbcred by lhe early 
selllers m Frampton : his son Edouard -Ol ivier was to 
conti nue developing lhe land !here . The Desbara ls 
name also became establi shed in the difficu lt and 
precarious fields of printing and publishing. One afte r 
another through the 19th century , hi s son, g:randson . 
~nd great-grandson - George-Paschal*. · George-
E~m~ard*. and William-Amable - headed the family 
pn ntmg finn . They carried on its work with di stinction 
and were often innovators in the fi eld . 

JF.AN-MARIF. LF.R EL i~ co llahoration with 
AILEEN DESBARATS 

ANQ- MBF. CN l-5. JO janv . , 25 avril, 18 jui n i788: 28 
mars, 24 avril 1794. ANQ-Q, CE l - 1. 2,1 sept. 1798: 
CN1• 16, 28 mai 18 19; CN l-26 . 29 avril. 26 5ept. 1809: 
CN l-11 6.9janv . 18 18: 15, 19 fCvr.,2 1 sept.1 82 1: 19avri l, 
13 aoO I, 6 sept , 11 . 15 ocl. 1822; 3, 21 fevr .. 9. 20 mai 
182J:26 .~ept.1 824:CN l-178.27fCvr. J796:26avri11 797· 
2janv .. 21 mars. 17, 22 sept. , 5 dCc. 1798: 24janv., 30rnai 
_1800: 16 mars 180 1; 2 fCv r .. 2 mars, 2 avril. J mai 1802: 22 
Juin. 27 ,;cpl. I R01; 27 fCvr. 1805; 15 ju ill. I 809: I R mai 
!RIO; 22 fCvr ., 7 mai 18 11 : J scp!. 1814: 9 mai 1815; 
CNl -208 , 7, 16 O<.'I ., 25 nov . 1820: 2Q mai 1821: 13 anOt 
1822 : 20 nrni, J, 7. 1.1 oc l. 1823: 5 anOI IR24: 10 ju in, 16 
sept. IR26: I" oc1. 1_828: CNl-230. JO avril 1794: 7 juin 
IROO: 6juin I RO I : RJuil l. 1802; 28 mai. 13 .~epl . 1806: IQ 
mars, 24 nnv .. JO dec. 1807; 24 oct. 1808: 25 janv .. 10 ma~. 
14 avril. 21 mai, 5, 22, 25 juin. 5 ju ill. . 7 nov . I 810; 27 mai, 
7 juill . 1812; 25 mai 1814: 6 dCC . 18 15 ; 19. 21 aoflt, 6, 14 
oc l. , 24 nov. 18 I 7: 9 fCvr. I 818: 16. 24 ju ill. . JOoc:1. 18 IQ; 9 
aoOt 1820: 4 mai 182 1; J I mai 1822: 26 mai. IOjuin 1824; 
CN l-253. 20fcvr. 1812:.ldcc. 182.1: 2Jjudl., 11 dee . 1824, 
8 dCc . 1826: CN l -262. 2J mai 1798, 16 noY. 1799, 7 juin 
1800: CN l•2R4. 10 janv. 17Q4. 25 nov . 1819; ZQ6-45, 26 
avri l 1828 . Arch . de la vi llc de QuCbcc. Jugc.,; de paix.. 
procCs-verhau x. des scs.sions spec ialcs rcla1 ives aux. chemi ns 
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et ponts, 1816-28 . PAC. MG 24, R 1. I: 182- 87; 2: 10<, - 7: 
RG68. General index. 1651 - 184 1 
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gouvemerncnt des Tro is, Ri vi~res te l qu"i l a CtC pris au mois 
de scptcrnhrc mi! se pt cen1 soix.antc ." ANO Rapport, 
1946- 47: R .. Q11ehec Gau/It', 10 April 1800: 20, 2Q May 
1802; J Apnl 1806: 27 April 1815. Q11eher M errnn, 26 
April 1798 . Beaulieu Cl Hamelin, LA prt'.Ht' qulhemi.~c. I · 
19. 2J. Hare cl Wa llot, Le.( imprimh da t1.f le Sm -Canada 
Le Jcu~e. Dirtirm11,1ire , l : 499- 500 . Offiar.'i of Briti.th 
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Chrislina Cameron cl Jean Trndcl , Q11Chrc a u temp.'i de 
Jame .'i f101trr.wn Cock/mm (QuChcc, IQ7fi) . Louis Lac111c, 
Lc.'i imprimeur.,; et le.'i /ihroireJ rn Blam ( 1552 - 18/U} (Pau . 
France. 1884) . Yvan L1mondc et Ill., L'impriml a11 Qru'hrc 
aJ{'t'rf.'i historiqrus UK - 2rY .tit'dn} (QuChcc t98J). 98 -
99, 109- 10, 276, 28.:'i. J.-E. Rny, Hi.tt . de La11::mr, 4. 
70- 71; 5: 86-R7 . He nri Tetu, Histoire dctfamilln Th11. 
llrmenfant. Dionne et Perrault (Qufbcc, l89R). 523- 24 . 
Claude Galarneau. '"Les mC tiers du livre QuChcc ( 1764-
1859 ). "· Cah1't>n de .'i Di.r, 4J (198JJ : 149- 50. 1.:'i9- 60. 
Eugene Roui llard , " Les chefs de canton.·· BRH. 2 (1896) 
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Dr.sllARRES, JOSEPH FREDERICK WALLET 
(baprizcd Joseph-frt'dfrk Valk! Des Barres). 
anny offi cer, military engineer. su rvevor . colonizer. 
and colonial administrator: b. November 172 1. ei ther 
in Basel. Sw itze rland, or in Paris . eldes t of three 
children of Joseph -Leonard Val lcr Des Barres and 
Anne•Carherine Cuvie r: with Mary CANNON he had 
si~ children and wirh Martha Williams eleven: d. 27 
Ocr. 1824 in Halifa, 

The many field s of inte res t of Joseph Frederick 
Wallet DcsBarre.s have made him a unique figure in 
the early history of the Maritimes. and the length and 
vigour of his career slill elic it admi ra tion . A member 
of a Huguenot fami ly thar originared in lhe Mont -
bt liard region of France. Des Barres rece ived his 
initial schooling at Basel, where he oblained a 
thorough grounding in sc ience and malhe'llatics. In 
1752 or 1753 . under lhc parronagc of rhc Du ke of 
Cumbcrla.nd. he cnlcrcd lhc Royal Mililary Acade my 
ar Woolw1ch (London) . England , and therr immersed 
hims~lf in the study of fortificatio ns. surveyi ng . and 
draft mg. Des Barres hroke his lies wi!h Europe in 1756 
when he left for North America to hcgin a military 
career as a lieutenant with the Roya l American~ 
(62nd. laler f')()th. Foot). Within rwo years he was 
serving as a~ ass istant engineer at the s iege of 
Loui shourg. fie Royale (Cape Rrelon Island). Hi s 
ah ilily there impressed his superiors. and he was 
commi ss ioned to prepare a chart of !he SI Lawrence 
Ri ver . which was used by James Wolfe* . His success 
led to furth er surveys in the Quebec area whi le he was 

participaling in the campaiims of 1759 and 1760 as an 
ass istant engineer . fo llowed in J 76 1 hy work on the 
Halifax defences under rhe supervision of John Henry 
Bas1ide•. The nex t year Des Barres ac ted as an 
assistant engineer at !he recapture of S1 John 's lsrr 
Charles- Henri -Louis d' Arsac* de TemayJ. and after 
the French surrender carried out survey ing tasks in 
Newfoundland in conjunction with James Cook• . 

\ In Ocrobcr 1762 Commodore Richard Spry arrived 
•in Halifax."10 become commander of the Roya l Navy in 
~rth America. Soon aft erwards he suggested to the 
.~iralty that a coastal survey of Nova Scoti~ would 
aicf in setrlemenl and improve " the SHfety of Navi~a-
tion ," and he recommended Des Barres. who had 
volun teered his serv ices for the task. A year later, 
Spry's successor. Rear-Adm iral Lord Colv iJI •. 
brought instructions from the Admirally to have 
DesBarrcs make "accurate Surveys and Charts of the 
Coasl and Harbours of Nov.1 Scotia ... Thi.~ pmjecl was 
one of several approved about this time hy the Board 
of Trade and by the Admiralt y for the survey of pan s 
of Britain's Nonh American possessions. and i i 
reflec ted the bias of its sponsor: whereas !he hoard 's 
main interest was in land surveys. the Admiralty was 
most concemed with sea-coasts and harbours. Jn part 
because of this divergence of interests. Des Barres was 
lo have onl y limited conlact with Samuel Johannes 
Holland•. who in 1764 began a survey of the northern 
colonies for the Board of Trnde. DcsBarres was 
undoubtedly happy with this arrangement since he 
resented Holland. perhaps because of the latter' s 
seniority and better connections: indeed. he may have 
suggested the Nova Scotia survey to Spry in order to 
avoid working under Holland . Des Barres 's tendency 
to think of new projccts is illustrated hy his suggest ion 
at !his time for the establi shment of a corps of pioneers 
which would construct roads in Nova Scotia. 

By May 1764 DcsBarrcs had commenced the 
survey. which ga ve full rein to his surveying and 
artislic genius. Previou<, maps of inshore waters had 
been poor. inadequate in scale and unreliable in detail. 
Thanks to his painstaking methods. however . Des-
Barres was able 10 refi ne exist ing techniques of 
surveying and adapt others . Each summer he worked 
with a staff of assislants. usuall y numbering about 7. 
some 20 to 30 labourers. and small vesse ls detached 
from the naval es tahlishmenl. During the winte r he 
prepared rough drafts of the maps . The tortuous nature 
of the shore line was a major problem: DesBarres 
commented. "There is scarcely any known Shore so 
much intersected with Bays. Harbours and Creeks as 
this is, and the Offing of it is so fu ll of Islands . Rocks 
and Shoals as are almost innu merable . " In addition. 
conditions were sometimes harsh and occasionally 
dangerous - in 1767 he narrowly escaped drowni ng 
when landing on Sahle Island . 

Other problems were administrative in nnture . In 

Des Barres 
1766 De.sRam-s ,rnd Cr-,Jvi ll had a Jisa~rcemenl alioul 
the scope nfthe -.urvey. (l, lvill 1-oclievin~ 1ha1 nnly thr 
A1l an1 ic coastline ,;hou ld tic- chnrtr-cl and nc~Harrr1;. 
ho lding out for lh<· entire coa<;1 fo llrtwed hy a rcv ir-w nf 
all wnrk undertaken 1-ocfnre it ,,.-as incnrpora trd in "an 
accurate anrl perfect Map . ·· Dc-s l:b rrr ,; appaITntl y 
carried hi s poi nt with the Admiralty. hul that h0dy wn~ 
not as accmnmndatin f! ah<lUI expenses. In itiall y tml y 
the cos! of hirinf! a "esse l was allnwcd. !here WC're 
disputes over the waf!e~ of' the l,1 '10uf'"C' r<;. and Dc,;-
Barrc,;'s own cxpendilurC's were nnl full y rc imliur-cd 
Ncverthcle,;s, the survey con1i nurd ,; tr adily until it,; 
complelion in 177.1 . 

After rclurning. In England in 1774 . DC'sBam.-,; 
toiled for some yea r,; 10 pmduce his clrnrt,; and '" iC'w'i 
in a fin ished fnnn . They wcrr rvenllrnll ~- incnrpnntlC'd 
in Thi' At/anti< l'•h-11t1mf', a lar~e cn ll e1..·f irtn of chart s 
and views pmduccd hy r>csBarrr,; _ The Nrf' lllnf' w:-is 
puhli ,; hed hy him on 1-ochalf rif the Aclmira lr y. and 
appeared hctween I 774 and 17~4. 11 conc.;i.sls nf fnur 
se ries of chart s cnverin,IZ Nnva Sc01i a. New Enf! lan<l . 
the Gulf 0f .SI Lawrence includin,IZ Care Rre1nn and St 
Jrthn 's (Prince Edward) Island. and the cnasl c;nuth nf 
New York. accompanied liy ··various vicwc,; of !he 
North American coast · Although DcsBarrc~ was 
indebted 10 Holl and and his assistants for m ;m~· 
surveys. a fact whic h he ac knowlrd~ed . hi s rtwn 
contrihution is no! nq.digih le . Mnrcovrr. iii ,; in their 
art isti c quality 1ha1 th r c- hart s and views especially 
shine. since lhei r .tcc.:uracv is comliined with an 
aes thetic charncrer thal pla~cs Dc,;;Bam-~ among the 
more notalile of the century's minor artisls . The 
Neptune d0Cs cont ain some inaccuracies . liu1 lhese are 
probabl y accnunted for by the facl tha t De: Barree;; had 
rushed prcxiuc ti on in response to the mountinp. pres -
sure for put,li c-at ion. un rcs r in the Thirteen Colrtnies 
having created a de rmmd fnr accurarc naval charts 
Neverthe les-.. DcsBarres ·s chart .,;; srn·ed as stnndard 
gu ides for nav igatinn until the w0rk of Henry Wolsey 
Bayfie ld ,.. and Pelrr f-rcdcr ick Short land• we ll intn the 
19th cenlU')'. 

Wh ile in Nova Scot ia, DesBarrcs hccame c-on• 
vinced of the great fXltcnt ial of the Maritime cnlnnies 
for sett lement . He began to obrain land hy grant or 
purchase. and evenlually rnrne to own property in the 
Tatamag_ouche ref!ion. Falrnoulh Trtwnship. and 
Cumberl and County in Nnva Scotia . .1s we ll a.,;; ITTKt,; 
bC'tween the Mcm ramcook and Petilcodiac rivers in 
present-day New Brunswick. These acquisi ti nns , 
which made him one of the grea test landowners in the 
Maril imc colonies. were procured rrlativcly c- hcnply, 
partl y hecau.,;e he was friendly with Nova Seotian 
offic ials. The Tat amagouche ~rant . for exampk. 
came 10 him as the result of an ass,x-ia tion wi1h 
Michael f-rnnck lin•. Richard RulkC'iev"". Jnscph C-,orc-
ham •. and others . In addition . l"ksBams .lookrd 
aflc-r lhe interc,;;ts of other Nnva Scntian landowners 



Des Barres 
such as Frederick Haldimand* . Dc sOarrcifs dream 
was 1ha1 rcnls would provide money for his chart -
making activities. which were always in need of 
suppon. Some time before 1768 he huilt a headquar-
ters in Falmoulh Towmhip known as Cas tle Freder-
ick. and there worked on the surveys during !he 
winters . When he returned 10 England he lcfl his 
mistress Marv Cannon, whom he had met in 1764 in 
charge of the- Cas tl e and his cslatcs . O n her appoin1-
mcnt as his agent in 1776 she was given power of 
attorney in land transacliom, and was 10 consult him 
only for final decisions. 

Des Barres began submitting bills for the Neprune in 
1775, but the Admiralt y decided that , given the high 
costs. parl iamentary approval would be needed before 
payment could be made . This dcds ion in it ialed 
proceedings Iha! dragged on uni ii 1794 and were never 
salisfactory 10 DcsBarres. The confusion in his re-
cords - the result of an unusual arrangement whereby 
he was permitted to receive the profit s from the sale of 
charts while working for the crown - makes rhem 
almost impossible to interpre t. But in October 1782 
the Admiralty reported favourab ly on hb reques ts for 
compensation. 1hus vindicat ing his hones ty and con-
firming the va lue of the Nepllme. 

Deeply involved wi th the war in North America and 
its aftermath. the government did not acl on Des-
Barres · s ca,;c immediately . However. the need ro estab-
li sh refuges for the loya li sts came to DesBarrcs·s 
ass istance, since in May 1784 it was cleciclcd thal Cape 
Breton would be separated from Nova Scotia and 
made an independent col0ny for that purpose. One of 
the few persons with an int imatC knowledge of the 
island. De_,;;Barrcs had been comulled when discus-
_,;; ions abou t its future were under way, and he had been 
enthusia_,;;tic, claim ing that the fi sheries co_uld he 
developed as they h;id heen under French rnle and Iha! 
the coa l mines cnuld pay for the operation of the 
government. He was quick to make a case for hi s 
apJXl in tment as lie utenant governor in partia l cornpcn-
,;ati(,n for the 20 years spent on surveys and 1hc 
V:p.-:1,1.'. x!rn. :, i1c l ia;, , . .-, ; • .. i ,_ ,.,; 1.•,11 mrw -- . ,.r, \.i 
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During 178."\. however. Ahraham Cornelius Cuyler"' , 
a fonner mayor of Alban y. N.Y . . had begun to plan 
for rhe immigra tion of loyali sls from Quchcc. and 140 
arrived in Octohcr 17R4 al Louisbourg and St Peters. 
DcsBarres had also been gat heri ng selllers. mostly 
po0r Engli _,;; hmen and clishandc<l soldiers. and 129 
pcr_,;;(rns landed frnrn lhe Rlenheim al Spanish Bay 
(Sydney Harhour) one month later . Dcsl3arres's se t-
tlers were joi ned hy some of Cuylcr 's group. and the 
lieutenant governor himse lf arri ved al Spani sh Bay on 
7 Jan . 178.5: hy spring the colony's capi tal. named for 
the home secretary. Lord Sydney. had been founded. 
DcsBarres laid out the town al ong: typicall y Georgian 
lines. inl c- ndin g: that it shoul d have- the advanfaJ?r of 
controlled development. The proposal was unusual 
for its lime. and a later commentaror ha:-. c la imed that. 
had ii been full y carried through , ii would have 
resulted in " !he nnly im.iginalivc planned projec t in 
18th century Nova Sco1ia . ·· 

But while Des Barres shone a_,;; a planner. he failed in 
human relations . More accustomed to milila ry disci-
pline lhan to the compromise needed in c ivi lian 
government. he rash ly lried to impose hi s will on 
others and earned their enmity and opposilinn . The 
chief source of controversy was the ,; hortage of 
supplies . It soon became evidenl Iha!. !hanks to a lack 
of planning in 1-falifax and Britain. there were inade-
quate prov isions to support 1he settlers and garrison of 
Sydney. Moreover. when government supplies be-
came availahlc, they were allo t1 ed only to !he troops 
and loya li sts. The sertlers sponsored by Dcs Barres 
were thus pl aced in an unen viable position . Des Barres 
c laimed thal as lieulenanl governor he alone had the 
righl to distribute the:i.c supplies , hul Lieutenant~ 
Colonel John Yorke, the garrison commander, insi.'i-
tecl thal he had been ordered 10 take charge of them . 
The ac rimonious dchatc between the two men lasted 
from late 1785 well into !he .'i pring of 17~6. and was 
accompanied by several confrontat ions hctwcen Dcs-
BmTes',;; supporte rs and the troops . The tiny soci"ty 
of Sydney was divided by !he dispute. which .'ilack-
• <)l_,j :, , ,' • .,"1,; l' .\(l'll l \". !" 11 ;,. ilrt ,1 (."· 11· ·! J P 1t'tt f"•.•!1 11 ··, 
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Sydney had reprimanded him for artempting 10 pro-
mote one of hi s favouri te schemes. the establi shment 
of a whale fi shery. by encouragi ng. whaler.. from 
Nantucket Island and Martha "s Vineyard. Mas'.!- . . lo 
se ttle in Cape Breton. Sydney had rcprcwcd Parr for 
the same activi ty. He was also di~turbed hy Dcs-
Barres·s failure 10 wait for instrucli ons hcforc entL·ring 
inlo agreements with whaler_,;;_ and his cx.pcndilurc of 
fTIOney without prinr approval on _,;; uch irems as 
~acks . The arrival of the pctiti<ms and supportin~ 
fcf\crs from Parr apparcnll y dec ided Sydney lo reca ll 
~ arres lo explain his condurt . In ~pile c1f Dc-. -
BaJ\oes·s sending Gihbons 10 Lnndnn 10 present his 
case. Sydney ordered him to Rri1:1in in Nnvcmhcr 
1786. Jusl under a year laler Dcs8arrcs handed over 
power to his successor. Wi ll iam Ma1..·armick •. and kf1 
Cape Breton . 

There were several rearnns for LksRarres· ,;; fai lure 
Cape Brelon had a low pri(lrit y with Brili '- h offic ials 
and there was no pat ience with disputes in a minor 
colony. Moreover. a conservative Home Department 
showed no imaginalion ahoul coopcralion in the 
implementation nf DcsBarres·s far-rer1ching. ~c heme_,;;_ 
Then too, ambitious Jr,vali ,;; ls such as Cuv ler and 
Mathews were unwilling to suhmit to Dc;Barres·s 
control. and were prepared to use their innuence in 
Britain. And lastl y. Nova Scot ian officials resented 
losing Cape Breton and were jealous of a contender for 
government support: !hey would hinder the develop-
ment of the colony as much as p<1s1; ible . 

Des Barres ·s career in Cape n rc ion complicated his 
claims for compensation even more. since he had OCen 
compelled lo purchase {J .000 wCtrth of supplie~ . Tn 
pay the hil ls, he had to pled~e Nrptunr plates and 
mortgage some nf hi !- estates. F(1r the ne x.t several 
years DesBarrcs's confusing finan cial records were 
examined. whi le he demanded every penny he fe lt was 
owed him in numerous lengthy pc1i1 in11s \,·hich re •,,; ' 
the singulari ty of r urpos(' th :11 r hMar1ni1cd h 1<= '"· :. •11 ' 

lifr . Th(' t 1•·: r~n1.., ,. .. , ..,i · . •' ,...,,. 
£4 .1.000 !hat fnrmrd t11 -_ 10 t ::t' c l 11rn. rn;i 11 ,: -• 1 "" •r,·· 
:!!I H hJ'! . ·.1 :.1 .: _;r , i 1 . ·•,.·L11!tn• •i<! , \ h tn 1i i -''1-1 h1.., i . . ,,.; 
\Vi!]! 1r,i Vv' i11 J h .1 1n 1·..-r arr.:• , cu C' !my ,JI \,;,·a1 . Al li,-~ui!h 
: .r;, ali nf ih~ :\l.·,,1111 1(' ,_i;i'>!l< .• ,., ... dl"' ··r11t·, i . ap r :11 1_: nf-
\· :v c a ,J'-" ' ,,, -. \ \ t· i c- \\!(1•;1d,.::1rd i1• l"N.:' De-.-
l\ ;:rr~~ . 
P l\) <;j ,.1, , 

;~rq l••t"I..' :•r nfJ1;1 l--: lc tn h1111 . 
-tid 11 i1111 . hi .., c,ix 11~\- .., r\ nsio1~ 

, ,1.•,l. :,nil h(.' wi; , c , en \'r:1n1 c-d 
1t r ni' il! \'c"I Vt'TTll'r fnmi ! i )O In 

l>r '- t1 ,-l :TC\ ~ ;:ic; 1i. ir. 1·,4-._. an ,: ,111: !-f'U, ('°Ol('ll1 '·" Ii i"• 

::• !;: ,:~ -.h011 ~d h:i•·l, c:rr iin.! :~~- h:1: 'f'\" end pf ,, irn;p. 
, ar• .-:t i : did 111• 1 he 1•·;• ,,-.i :,·~·n)'n 1ltl1n ,ha l h; ~ C't"";-\, f c; 

iP C;-ip;.: :1rr ir-. r, \1·:d ·" , :"x- ,•11 >:r~:a! rn;·\1,.!b t :-- tj t n·. !nm 
.- : .,: !-., ; .~ !.:;, ·~: ··;-·· -·:·:;7,:•:-c: : '.: ··- :-··:!:::•~:! ,:· F:-:i' 
1,-; ,1( • j1 f •" '-'-i ll,' hi·, :~,r "-111 : w ;1, fl!!I ._ a1 i.-.,l!cd •· 11d r, 1,, ~. 
1t.:1h. l' fw n a1. ;i i~· :1p1' ,,. l-l_' :i•· \\ ,,, ,:1,;~-., ,, ,. -t: 

Des Barres 
lieutenanl governor nf Prince Ed ward lc;land. to 
succeed Edmund FanninJ?• . 

During r=,mnini(s tenure the ah,;;cn lce landlord <.. 
whn owned most nf the land on the Island. had he-come 
suspiciou_,;; of certain dcvelopmcntc;,_ nnl atily 1hr 
movement for ec;.cheat for non -fulr1lmc nl of nhli j!a -
tions. Since the landlords fcarC'tl 1ha1 thev h:t<i 1101 
nercised J?reat innucnre nn fhC' adminic;.trniinn nf lh C' 
Island . l)e_,;; Barrcs , .. ·as insl rnctcd ti v 1hc Rritish 
go'"c-mment lo in ves li ~a lC' !he silu111i"on and make 
re form s. e,;;pcc ially in the judicial c;,y•-te m. which lmd 
lxen the suhject nf cnmpla infs from srvcral quartc- r,; 
De!- Rarres cxpcricncc tl ~ren t diflicull y in rear hin~ lh(' 
Island . :rnd ii was not until Julv I R05 lh::1 1 hr arTi\"C'd in 
Char l01te1own. He hm up: hl \\;ith him h i,;; tC'ndC' nc-y h 1 

propoc;.e imaiina ti '"e rtan -. liut. 1ul0r'C'd t'iy 1hc Cape 
Bre ton c,:pcricnce. slmwed j!renl<'r l:ll" I and willin~ 
nrss tn comprom ise 

Oc ,;; Barrcs was cnncrmed 10 discover the <: !ale t1 f 
the l,;; lamrs economv. and ti v !he C'nd nl I R(I~ he had 
fnrv.•arcled In Lon<lc~n hnlh -a cen,;;u<= and a dC'tailc-d 
account of 1he cmps :ind li\"C'Stock in the colnny n1c 
relative ly hack ward condition 0f the Ii.land pnirnpled 
him to artempt chan~ec;.. and he planned In create a 
more prni. perous fulllrc hy erectin g: puhl ic huildinf!s 
and impnwing. communications . T11 accmnplish his 
aims . he ada p!C'd the militia or~ani,ation 10 fulfi l the 
statute latiour Jaws: hv I R 10 new roads were hcin~ 
ope ned and puhli c hu ildinf! S pl anned !.H"r Jnhn 
Pl aw"' J. Dc-,;;8;:i rres aJ-.n devoted muc-h 1ime 10 que'- • 
tions of defe nce. organirin~ the militi a nn a pn"'rcr 
basis and tryin~ to in1ere,;; t hoth ln<"a l and Hri tish 
pt-iliticianc;. in impnwinJ? the Island·,. rnililary poc; ili0n 

Al lhe same lime. lhc- licu tenanl ~f1\TmCtr wa•. 
invol ved wi th a cmnplCK po litical .., ituatinn On !J, 
arri va l Dec;.Rarrc '- had fnund 1\i :11 r :11, 11 i11r ·• q •;, r · ;-•:·.-, 
cfr1m i11;1 !l"'(I !l w r r H t 1:~"rr!, , , 
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Des Barres 
accusations were made that a secret committee had 
been formed to control the Loyal Electors. Members 
of the society refuted the charge in affidav its to 
DcsBarrcs which were hi ghl y cri tical of Stewart, 
Chief Justice C:esar COLCLOUGH. and two other 
judges. When the judges learned of the attacks they 
demanded and obtained pem1ission from Des Barres to 
ex.amine the affidavits. which they !hen used to start 
legal proceedings against some of the Loyal Electors. 

After a fiercely contes ted assembly e lection in 18 12 
the Loyal Electors increased their representation . 
When the "old party" supporters boycotted the house 
in September, a rump composed mainly of Loya l 
Ele.ctors requested from DcsBarrcs an explanation of 
hi s role in 1hc affidavi ts affa ir . The licutcnanr gover-
nor denied that he had authorized the use of the 
affidavits for legal proceedings. and the assembly 
thereupon condemned the judge.,;; · ac tions. Shortly 
thereafter DesBarres took the opportunity tri suspend 
Colclough. with whom he had been on bad terms for 
some time. 

But thc.se event.,;; had been overtaken by others in 
Britain . The proprietors. alerted 10 the controversy hy 
Colclriugh and others. had attacked DcsBarrcs fo r 
being under 1hc domination of Palmer and had 
attacked the Loyal Electors as sympathetic to the 
Americans. Lord Bathurst. !he colonial secretary, was 
sympathetic to their arguments and in Augus t 18 12 
recalled DcsBarres: Palmer was stripped of hi .,;; public 
offices . Des Barres was almost certainl y not a.s heavil y 
influenced hy Palmer as was alleged, since he was 
percipient and headstrong enough not to be led by 
advisers. It seems likely thal the Colonial Office, quite 
apart from the proprietors' lobbying. felt that in 
wartime a younger. more militaril y acti ve man was 
needed to replace one of 89. 

After his super.session DesBarres left Prince Ed-
ward Island for Amherst. N.S .. where he lived until he 
moved 10 Halifax. in 1817. His vitality was far from 
exhausted. for he conti nued trying to prod the British 
government into paying more of hi s claims. and spent 
a great deal of time on his land problems . It is reputed 
that he celebrated his hundredth birthday by dancing 
on a table lop in Halifax . There he died one monlh 
short of 103 and was buried beside Martha Wi ll iams. 

Over many years his problems with his lands had 
grown more and more complicated. and they had 
become inextricably involved with hi s personal rela -
tionships. Mary Can non had remained in charge of his 
estates and during his tenure in Cape Breton had sent 
timber and produce to Sydney. Their relationship 
deteriorated. however. after the arrival at Sydney late 
in 1785 of Manha Wil liams and two of her chi ldren by 
DesBarres. Will iams. a native of Shrewsbury. Eng-
land, is a shadowy fi gure . It is not known whether 
DesBarres had bothered 10 marry her before she 
arrived in North America, but thereafter he remained 
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loyal to her and se vered personal connections with 
Cannon. who continued to defend hi s land titles in the 
courts again st creditors and again st temmts increasing-
ly seeking 10 own I heir own property . 

During the years in Cape Breton and England 
Des Barres had had scant time for hi s estates . In J7Q4, 
however. when prospects hrightcned for the se ttle-
ment of the Neprune and Cape Breton claims, he had 
taken a renewed inlercst in the prorcrties . Claim ing 
that he cou ld not obtai n informaticm on them from 
Cannon . he appointed Captain John MacDrinalct• of 
Glenaladale as agent in her place. MacDonald discov-
ered 1hat Cannon had nm up £4.000 worth of debts in 
DcsBarres's name and feared that she would sue 
Des Barres for thal amount: he also found out that she 
was having an affair with an Iri sh lahou rer at Cas tle 
Frederick . DesBarres acted coolly. remaining in 
England and ignoring the es lates. hut nt1t making any 
provis ion for Cannon and their children . By ahem! 
1800 one of thei r daughters. Amelia. had takc-n charge 
of the es tates: like all hi s children she was loyal to him 
and tried to enforce payment of rents. 

When DesBarres was appointed to Prince Ed\l·ard 
Island in 1804. he replaced Amelia with a son-in-law , 
James Chalmers. However. Chalmers·s heavy-
handed approach 10 collectini:i: ren ts drove some 
lessees to sell out and move. By this time DesBarres 
had lost contact with agricuhural and seltlemenl 
conditi ons on his estates . and no manager could 
sati sfy his final visions of landed wealth . Believing 
that Cannon had " fraudulently and corruptly betrayed 
[hi sJ !rust and confidence" in her manap:ement of his 
land. in 1809 he went so far as to take her to the Court 
of Chancery in Halifax.. bur the case was still 
unresolved at hi s death. when it was presumably 
closed without any decision . Meanwhile he was 
unahle to dives t himself of his land since disputes with 
tenanls over land va lues had prevented price.,;; from 
being set on his holdings. His chi ldren by Martha 
Williams inherited the problem. evenlU al!y squab-
bling among themselves and gaini ng little. Carmon 
and her famil y were tota ll y ex.eluded from hi s estate. 

The long career of Joseph Frederick Walle! Des-
Barres unfolded during the pioneer J:X!iod of four Mari-
time colonies . There can be no dispure that his greatest 
contribution is the Atlantic Nep tune . which stand .c. as a 
landmark in Canadian cartogrnphic achievement. His 
enthusiast ic visions for Cape Breton were not realized 
and hi!ii impatience with government and opposition 
spelled failure to hi s efforts. In Prince Edward Island 
hi s admini slration was more success ful and saw the 
formation of what has often been called the first 
political party in the colony . Difficullies over land 
resulted in a time -consuming waslc of energy which 
soured his later years. DesBarres ·s private life was not 
altogether unusual .i n so far as colonial offi cia ls in the 
18th century often' had families on hoth sides of the 

ocean. However. ii must be said that in hi s treatment 
of Mary Cannon and her family he showed callous-
ness. ingratitude. and suspicion 

For himse lf he demanded complete justice . and he 
showed " Ingenuity and Ct1ntrivance .. _in ohtaining it 
during the years of subtle battk:s over his Neptune and 
Cape Breton claims . His pcrc.onality " never dem~n-
strated an abu ndance of the pleasing traits . ·· accord mg 
to a recent biographer, Geraint Nantglyn Davies 
Evans. and could hardly have been agreeable . Yet his 
enthusiasm and sheer hrcadth of vision appealed to 
women, politicians , and officials alike. These charac-
teri stics brought DesBarrcs his successes but the 
attention to detail he showed as an artist hroughl a 
certain pettiness to his personal affairs and led to hi s 
failures 

R. J _ M ORG1' N 

The collection of pla!cs which ccmsti lutes TIit> Arlantic-
Nep tunt' . pr,hli.rht>d fnr tilt' UJt' r,f th f' R~_rnf Nan· nf Grt'al 
Britain was printed in Ulndon at variou:- t1me:- hctween_ 17~4 
and 17R4. The work is sometimes dcscrihcd AS appeanng. in 

four editions, dated 1777, I ?RO . 1 7~ 1 . and 1 78 4, hu1 1hesc 
dates apply onl y 10 the four ve rsinn~ of the mai~ title page and 
not to 1he rest of the ronten ts, which hear vanous da les and 
diff('r so widely frrim copy to C()py th at. mi two kn~wn se_1s an: 
alike. and nn definiti ve li sl rif the vana nl plates ,s ava1\ahlc 
despite considerable hib~i()graphi_cal invc.c, ti gation. The rnn_i -
plcxities of thi s puhlica!mn are d1c.c11 s~ed_ al greater le~gth 1.n 
Evans·s biography (c ited bc lc,,wJ and 111 Rohe~ L~nge l s 
article, "The lufantic Nep runt' ,". New Ynrk Put:-,1,c L1hrary. 
Buff . . 40 ( 19Y6) : 571 -6()_-:\ . A facsimi le reprint of nn(' nf the 
copies bearing the 1780 title page has hccn publ ished in fnur 
portfolios of unbound plates. Barre. Mass .. 1966- flR 

DesBarrcs is also !he author of Na 11t ical rrmarb and 
ohsen·ations on thr nNuts and horhn11n of Nnm Srn11a 
(!London?], 1778): Sun·r_,·s of Nflrth A~rriro. rnt it fed 
Ar/antic Neptune . (London. I 7R I). a partial catalrigue and 
price li st of the Neprrme platec,: A Hn~f'men'. rn/lmitted .h., 
Ueutrnant Colonel Doharrr.t.f()r nms1derm1on: rrspert,nR 
his senfres . durinR the war nf l 756 : - the urifir,· of hi.f 
sun-evs . .. of the roast.{ and harhor,rs of North America. 
intiruied ·· Th~ Atlantic Neprtme ·· : - and his prflCeedinRS 
as lieutenant Ro,·ernor .. of Cape Breton (n.p., [17Q~]l: 
and of U'flerJ to l.,ord • • • •• on " A c-01·eo t a~a1nst 
emiRratinn to America ·· . which was puhli<;hed anrin~·· 
mously in London in 1 R04 

BL. Add . M SS 217 10. 21R2R. ~7RQO (copies at PAC) . 
PAC. MG I I. [CO 217] Ncwa Scotia A. 106: Cape Brehm/\ ; 
JCO 2201 Cape llrclon B; MG 2). FI . JWilham Smi1hJ. A 
caveat aRa i11st emiRralinn ta Americ-a : wirli thr slaft' of th e 
island of Capr Brrtnn . frmn thf' year /7,'U. to thr prnrnt 
year: and SII RRtsti(mJ/ar the henrfit o_( the Bnti.rh urtlt>menrs 
·in North Amrric-a (London . 180."\l. DNB . ,G . N ._ D Evans, 
Uncommon ohd11ratf' : rh e u,·rml pun!ir carrers of l . F . W 
DrsRarreJ (Toronto and Salem. Mass .. t9(iQ) . R. J. M('lr• 
gan, "Orphan nutp0s1. " J C. Wchc;;'.er, Th e fi(r nf Jnur!i 
Fr f'drrick Wallet DN Barres (Shedrnc. N.A . . JO~ ."\) _ M1 -
ch8el Hugo-Brunt. "The ori~in of colPnia\ settlements in the 
Maririmes ,"" Plan Canada (Trirontol. I ( JQ59- 60l : 102-4 . 
Lois Kemaghan. "/\ man and hi s mistress: J. F W De~-

Desbrisay 
Harres and Mary Cmnon ... Aradien.df ffn:-<lerictnn). 11 
\ I QR J - 82 !. t1 (l . 1: 2."\ - 4 2. R I J. J Morgan . .. Joc.eph Frederick 
Walle! DcsRarre~ and the f(lun<ling pf Cal"'(' BIT'l<1n cnlnn~•. ·· 
Re,·. de/" uni1·. d"Orrawa. JQ ( I l)f,ll ): 212--27. J C \\"r:h'-ICr. 
"Joseph Frc-derick Walk\ ()c,; 8,11Tts and n,,- Arlan1i,-
Nep t11nt' . ·· RSC Tran.1 . ."\ rd c.cr. 21 t 10~7). c.ccl 11 21 - 4 0 

DK~BRJSA Y, THF,OPHILl'S. Church 0f En~land 
clergyman, H'. ofrice hnldcr, and p<1litician: h. Q Oct 
1754 in Thurlcs (Repuhl ic of Ireland ). ,;on nf1l1 nma~ 
Dcst,ri say • and Ellen Lander,; (l.andenl ; m . 177R 
Margare t Stewart, daup:htcr of Peter S1ewi\rt•. and 
thev had six sons and seven daup:hter~: d . 14 March 
187.J in Prince Edv.,ard lslancl . 

·n1cophilus Dc~hrisay·s "ppointment n~ ~(1vemor's 
chaplain for St John 's (Prince Fd,,,nrd l lc, lant.l wac, 
ohtained fnr him in 1774 hy hi ,; father, 1he lieutenant 
govrmor. A student at Trinity Cnll e_!!r . l)uhlin. 
Theophilus wac, already in deacon_·., tin:kr; . Hr was 
ordained to 1he pries thcxx1 by the h1 '- ht)r (lf Wa!crford 
on _"l Jul y 177.5. allhough he wa" no! ye! nf cannnici~l 
age. and hr 1hen se t out forC harlollctown. lnlhe S1ra1t 
of Canso the vesse l on which he wa,; a pa,;scngcr was 
captured hy American pri valeers w_hn had _lU '-1 plun • 
dcred Charlottetnwn . F01lnwin~ h1 s relca"e . he ar -
rived late in the vcar at the capital t1nl y In di scover that 
there ,.,.·ere no fund~ fr,r hi s su ppnrl :rnd the £.1 JKlO 
allocatecl hv 1he cn)wn in 1772 l0r C(1 no.;truct ion 0f a 
church . co~rt -ht)U~e. and jail had !-icen appftlpr iated 
hy Governor Walter Pallcr.on .. to ray ~nw·mment 
salaries . 

Dcshrisay fnund a herth (\TT a man-of-war. which he 
srrved as chaplai n for two yrar; . In 1777 he wa,; 
assured a qipcnd and he took up res idence a<. hor<' 
When the pari sh of Charlotte wa<. created in 178 1. 
Dcshrisav he-came the firs! rector . Later he served as a 
justi ce ("If the peace and an (1ve rseerof r(1adc, . By 7 Ou 
·1782 he had hecome a memher of Cr,unci l. hul hi !-
rcsignation wa'- accepted on J(, April 17~4. Reap-
pointed on 1.5 May 1787. he ~i ~l n01 _attend :rn_y 
meetings after 24 Septcmher. and 1t 1s po'-s1hlc !~al his 
disappearance from the rcc0rd i._ con nC"cted w11h the-
rei nstatement in Octohcr of Phillips Ca llhcck•. 
Thomas Wrigh1•. and 0ther~. who had Ix-en c;;uspcnd -
ed earlier in the year. 

Dc shrisav·s mini stf)' was complica ted by his re la-
tionship th~u gh hlood or marria~e with many in his 
cure 0f soul s. For example. he encounlered hnl h 
pastoral and fam ilial difricult ic-~ when in t~r earl y 
I 780s Chief Ju sl it·e Peter Stewart arc-uc;;ed 111'- w1fr. 
Mrs Desbri sav 's stepmother. 0f havi ng tic-en "com -
promised .. hy" Governor P:1ttcrstm and e~pclled her 
from his hed and board . 

From J 780 111 I 801 Oesbri say rnade hi~ h<)fllC at 
Covehead. a rnral retreat on the lsland"s nor1h shore. 
saving that he considered Charlottc1o\1..-n " a w_ick f'd 
p1 3ce .. and himself "mr,re relired and happy 111 the 
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