
Dea r Tom: 

Sackville , N . B .. , 
? Novembe r 72 

I ha ve a short piF.ce i n the Nov ember Re ader' s 
Digest about a We s t Nov ie ' s dea t h i n I ta l y . They 
de cided not to use his n1:1.me, b ut I can 't h e l p 
wond e r i ~ whet h~r h i s pa r ents woul d like to know . 
I found h i s body ne ar t h e Hi til:.e r Li ne e nd in one 
hand he had a l e t ter he ' d writ ten, to h i s mothE r 
s hortly before he died , Vlhy he had it there , and 
my wonder i ng why , i s t h e theme of the stor y. 

Anywa y h i s name was Edwa r d Dri l l io and, a s 
I say i n the story , I found i t in your h i s t ory of 
t he regimen t . I re membe r ed i t f rom t he day I 
found h i m in a f i eld , so the his t ory conf irmed 
it . I ha v e no i dea whe r e h i s f amily woul d be , 
or whether, in f act , i t woul d be a good t hing 
t o t e l l th em . Maybe they ' d l ike to know , Maybe 
it ' s be t te r to l e t t h e wo und s t ay closed. 

What d o y ou thi nk? And , i f yo u th i nk I 
shoul d wri te t h em , woul d you.1kn ow whe r e I 
could ge t ti if • 8 th e f amily address? 

I ' m fi nal ly whacki ng away a t my Mur r a y 
t hesiso Vlha t a yar n . A bi tter f eud with J ones , 
the adm i ra l who f i r es h i m. A contr o v er sia l 
wi fe whom peopl e c a n 1 t stop t a l k i ng about . 
It makes the sobe r militar i sms come to l i fe . 

Al~r•s t , 

Doll.g l as How 

PS : I mtiy ca ll on you a ga i n . The Ki llem es t a te 
ha s asked me to do a ha ndsome bookl e t on I ke , 
founder of Mersey Pape r, so I ' 11 probab l y be doing 
s ome resettrch i n Liver pool. 



November 9 , 1972 

Hello Douglas , 

Glad to know that your ~1urray thes is 
i s coming along well, When you 've got i t finished 
I ' d be very interested in, reading i t, if you eould 
lend me a copy for a f ew days . 

With regard to Edward Dri llio , I don ' t know where 
you'd find his family today , The War Graves Commission 
( I ' m not sure of their e:iraet title) had a registry 
of all the dead , and i n what cemetery they were 
buried, This was for ~he benefit of next- of- kin , 
so presumably t hey had a register of the next- of-
kin as given by the soldier on his enl i s t ment , But 
after nearly thirty years the addres s might not be 
a ny good , 

• I was on the Mersey Paper s taff when the mi l l was 
built and for several years afterwards , so I saw a 
ll ttle of Killam on t.is fleeting vi s i ts , I n one of 
my novels (The Wings o.r Night) I described him a s 
"luther Kinnoul • -- ehaflters 20 and 37 if you • re 
interested , -

Drop i n any time you ' re down this ""'Y• 

Douglas How Esq , 
Sackville N, B, 

Cheers I 



Dear Tom: 

PO Box 4?, 
Sackville, N . B . 

2? uOct ?4 

As you knc:W1 from our chat, I have be€Il 
working on a bipgra phy o~ Izaak Wa lton Killam a nd 
his wife . It wa s commissioned by the Estate 's 
executors with the idea of giving the book to 
winners of the numerous scholarships and other 
awards which bear their name . I am also free, 
once that is done, to try t o peddle the story 
to mag azines a nd as a comm ercial book. 

I finished a first draft of some 100,000 
words l a st January and sent it off to the top 
executor, Donald Byers , Q.C., of Montreal . He 
and his fellow executors like it, by and l a rge, 
but fe El it is too long--as I f oresaw--for their 
purposes. Anyway , I am now wrestling with Dra ft 
Two after awaiting their word for some mon ths. 

In it, I have quoted a t some length 
from some of your own r e miniscenses about the 
e arly Mer sey days and abou t the threadbare 
background of thetiverpool area before Mersey 
got into operation. I picked these up in part 
from our chat a nd in part from some writing 
you did f or Mersey ' s ho use org a n. Byers thought 
W should get in writing Jour approval of this, 
and this hereby re quests s ame . Your coopera tion 
would be much appreciatedc I got morEa on Mersey 
than on any other Killam project, and it helps. 

Incidentally, I quote you at one point 
as saying that when you first went to that area 
you found game so plentiful that you actually 
saw men catching salmon from your office door 
up the Mersey . Did you a lso say you also saw 
deer shot from theee too? 

iom, as you know, Killam had a reputation 
for being a tough, cold, stingy man, and I have 
tried to bring this out. But he also a id e 
lot of good , and I have q uoted people from Graham 



2 

Towers on as s aying so. Towers, the l ater gov ernor of 
tbe Bank of Canada, formed a very high opinion of Killam's 
courage and wisdom as a Royal Bank executive in the ' 30s. 
Killam then was into the Royal for millionsbut Towers 
s a ys "The bank never last a cent by him." I found th is 
same recognition , even awe , of the man's integrity amon g 
ma ny people who knew him well. 

I wonder i f you'd ha ve a brief quote I could use 
a t this st age of the book. Something a bout his courag e 
in ca rrying Mersey on-- Towers says a lot of men wo uld 
have closed the doors in .t.he early '30s-- and what it 
has meant, and still means , to that area . Th Ere el s o 
is the CT Uestion o!ff his det r actors . I imag i ne there 

ar e still a lot of farme rs in that area who would 
cuss Killam's name a s the man who gave them as little 
as possible for their pulpwood • Is th is so, and i f 
so, perhaps you could work tha t in too . I would 
like to give both sides. 

I hope th is finds you and your good wi fe 
well . I ha ve had 1 perforce , to set Murray a side 
for the time be i ng to e ti rn some bread , tind ha ve 
become dir ecto r of 8't ension at Mount Allison . So 
as of nOIN I have no time f or a thesis b!i:t I will 
get it d one . I ha v e a bout 80 , 000 words wri t t e n on 
that too . Alli est, 

Dougl as How 

PS : I am also writing Mersey to ge t their 
OK . 



*********************** 
"Five hundred vis itors came to the official openi ng of the Mer sey 

paper mill, most of them from Halifax by specia l t rai n , Premi er Rhodes 
of Nova Scotia pushed a golden button, and the mill's mai n doors 
opened t o revea l t he machinery in motion, None of t he eloquent 
speakers on thi s occasion breathed a word about t he rec ent collapse 
of the New York s tock market , but to thos e in the know it was plain 
t hat Izaac Walton Killam had got a very big fi sh on a very thin line 
at the mouth of t he Mer s ey River, 

"A Canadian ba nk had l oaned hi m several million dol lars on the 
secur i ty of f irst mortgage bonds , He had planned t o sell a second 
mortgage i ssue and s ome of the c ommon s tock for s everal millions more. 
but that plan had gone with the wind from Wall Street, During the 
f i rst f ew years of t he mill' s operation we wer e payi ng construction 
b i lls out of money received f r om paper sales , a nd l etting huge debt s 
accumulate i n other directions , notably t he bills of the Nova Scotia 
Power Commi ss i on , whi c h ultimat e ly caused a scandal in the Nova 
Scot i a Legi s l a ture , 

"As contractors and ot her suppl i ers came t o t he end of the i r own 
financ ial r opes and threat ened writ a nd seizure, the bank had to put 
up mor e money or see its main loan go down t he drain, These additional 
loans wer e ma.de through the l ocal branch in Liverpool, whos e manager 
acted as watchdog for the head office in Montreal. For eac h I prepared 
the officia l form headed Loans Under Section 88 of t he Bank Act- i n 
whi ch the c ompany pl edged not onl y the mill and timberlands but every-
t hi ng el s e it had , from food and othe r supplies i n the logging camps 
to paper in t he holds of ships , 

"Long afterwards I was told t hat Killam pledged everything he owned 
hi ms elf , i ncludi ng hi s house in Montreal , dur i ng t hese early s truggles 
of t he paper industry at Liverpool. He had faith in it, and willy-
nilly so di d the bank, The mill had the outstandi ng advantages I have 
men t ioned , which enabl ed it to keep its head a bove the s lough which 
s ucked down so many indus tries in the 19JO ' s 1 but during its first 
ten years the company did not pay a c ent of d ividends , The outbrea,k 
of t he Second World War, a nd the subs equent tremend ous demand for 
news paper at f ancy prices, which went on and on af"ter the war , put-
the mill on ea sy s treet and Mr, Killam on fat profits ," 

Wi t h my best wi s hes , 
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