
March 23=<"d, 1951 

Dear Charles, 

It was nic e to hear from you and to seu your wri te-of-hnnd 
e.gain. It will soon be five years singe 1 wns in Ottawa a:9eaking t o the 
CAA b?"anch the:re. It doH n I t s e F.t11 possible thot &o much time c ould have 
passed ao quic kly. A sign of age, they aay. 

Here are the 11hort and simpl e annals of my lone book for 
juveniles. Tfhen His Majesty ' s Yankees appe.tlr ed in the U. S .A. a number of 
people wrote me, pointing out that this wss a chapter of history almost 
unknown s outh of the border. a kno,,...lsdga of which wn& nec essary t o anyone 
trying to understand how two na tions , Canada end the U.S. , ca'lle to exist 
aide by sidA- in tha enormous s prawl of the continen t . Some i nsisted tho.t 
an edi tion of the book, ed1 ted for juvenile rending, should be made avail-
able to school libra ries i n the States . Thh seemed a. good idea, but I 
was busy with other things and nothihg was done until J a cques Chambrun , 
the New Tork agent, the nu:.tter to Winliton 1s, I think i n the 
spring of •4s . As you know Winston's do a hu«e bus iness in the U.S .A. , 
mo s tly in n.on-fictlon , but they haire a good list of reading tor juveniles. 
They were kc,en to bring out an edition or H.M.Y. edited for reading by 
bo;yn of 12 to 17, were prepared to do the editing them :1 elvee (although 
they wanted me ta do that , a t first) , and to tnke M.n option on my o ther 
coetuma piecas, Rog<1r Sudden. and Pride ' n :rancy, ta be edited and pub-
lished in t lw same f 1>shion . I agreed, of cnu.rBe. The7 advanced $1,000 
a,;e.inst royaltieu and brough t out the new edition under tile title Son 
of The HaWk in the spring of 1'9,. "j,- D -

In the negotiat i ons with Wins ton 1a I told Chambrun to 
make i t clear that my CaMdian publie i1er3 , Mc Cl elland & Stewart , 1Tera to 
have the Canadian market for the book:, However , almost at the last minute , 
Winston's urged me to lat thea have the whole No:rth American field , pointing 
out that they could then print a larger edition. Tb.is would reduce their 
cost per copy and enable them to advertise the book 111ore extensively,, and 
in fact to make a major effort with it , whioh would mean more royalties 
for me. 1'han I put this up to McClelland & Stewart they were alt,rrned, 
thinking that it was a thin- edge-of-the-~ e sor t of business , and thAt 
I was contemplating a comph,te switch of publishers . I reaasured them on 
that point , and they waived any further inter est in the book, since they 
had 11 ttle or not~ing to lose, and I might have a good deal t o g,:iin , 

Chnmbrun, in the canny f aahion of agents, kep t uy copy 
of the c on t rac t with Winston's , so that he could 11 keep a close eye on it''. 
SO I can ' t tell you exes. tly how it ran. As I recall 1t the royalty rate 

... was 1(1,( on the f i rst 5 , 000 copies and a str a i ght 1;;j thereafter, payable 
annually. ( In other words the royalties for are due now, and I have 
received the Canadi an royalties, whi ch were payabl e separately under the 
agreement. ) No mention was made , on the Jacket or anywhere else. so far 



as I know, that Son of The Hawk was an edited version or H.U.l , (I wish this 
had _be&n done , for some of cy frhndfl ~ught copies of tho juvenile thinki ng 
it waa my l atest novel.) H.M.T, was 11JY first novel, and although well received 
by the critics it di d not enjoy fl big SB le i n tho U .s. , indeed it hes been 
out of pr i nt in the U,S, since 1944. Bence 1 Ruppose W1 ne ton 1s connidered it 
purposeless to m'9ntion the original t1.tle , a lth'Jugh in CMnda th1:, original 
book had a good sale, 1e still in print and still has a small but steady sale , 

I have found Wlinton 1s a very good f i rm t o deal with , eggrds sive in their 
busin4s~ , a n~ I am looking f or-,..nrd with interest to the royalty cheq..ie !or 
U ,S, aales , which Cb.'Ulbru.n should forward any day now . H .II .Y ., as you know, 
lambasted American as well as British stupidities &!ld c.:rualth 1:1 i n their 
treatment of the Ji'ova Scotiana , and while some of these matters had to be 
omitted in reducing ths sho of the origin!l.l book., Son of The Hawk contains 
a good deal of them. !hu'J 1 t in to some extent controTerainl on both sidea 
of tho bordor. and the sal es may Mve been affected by th'3.t !Bet , as ware 
the sal es of H.M.Y. (You 'll be amused at this, Rod Kennedy • ..-ho once apent 
half an how. telling me what a wonderrlJ.l book B.r~ .Y. was , ref used. to let 
Son of The Hawk be reYiewed in his paper. In f act he wrote a vi. lent letter 
to Wi nston •s , claiming that the whole theme of tha book wss false , and 
deliberately anti - B:ri tish, and practically heresy . Ha was t:ilking through 
hh bat , a mattor At 1thicb he is 3dept ; and I daresay o. number of American 
jingoee of tha SAma sta.m.9 have .Jbj aoted t o the book a.s anti - American, for 
no more reason . tty book sets forth some harsh fncta . h i t<1erto unrevaaled or 
carefully w~i tewalw.ed in the hhtory books , which won 1t ouit an ardent 
flng-ft'a.Ver on either side or the borfor . Th.lo i s !:So11uiithing you don ' t have 
to .,,orey about . ) 

t eugg-:,;;t that you contact 'Vinston 1s And &how them yOUJ' Secri,t of The 
Ri ver . The 'llla!'1<:ot for Juveniles in the U.S. 1s i1or:a-,nse a nd th.t/ Fl.re always 
l ooking for something ne-w. 

Mr. Ch:<U"le$ Clay, 
142 0 1CoJ¥lor Stree t , 
OttaWR , Canada. 

Sincer e l y , 
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