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October 1st, 1945.

Desr Miss Hardy,
4 It was most kind of you to write, and I am very grateful
for your suggestion about Sir Williem Alexander. He is indeed & most
interesting charscter, and his order of knighthood and his other airy
schenes for fame and fortune in this corner of the nev world have always
impressed me as romentic in the extreme, OF course I have specizlised

in the 1€th century, and it is quite 2 jump back to ¥illiam's time, but
that is no obstacle if the material were available for study.

I have a certain reverence for history, and in my hist;!}o)lcal tales
1 elways make a careful study of the background, partly for my owmn
satisfaction, partly becsuse I feel that en historical novelist has a
certain responsibility. In this case I feel that a very careful study
of the period in England end Scotland would be necessary, since a great
deal of the story takes place there. 'This is not to be undertaken
lightly. But the chief stumbling block is the dearth of information
sabout the Scots colomy at Port Royal, The actusl settlement of the Scots
in Alexsnder's romentic "New Scotlend" is surely the point of the whole
story. One would have to draw very heavily on one's imagination to
fashion it out of whole cloth.

Novertheless it is something to thdnk about, and I shall keep it
in mind, Fext time I am in Annapolis I shall have a look at the material,
if that is possible. T spent some days there in September but didn't
drop into the museunm because I kmew how busy you wust be.

I love the description of the Order of Baromets of N.5, as given in
the petent by Charles 1 -- " Ivery one of them snd their heires male to
weare and cerrie about their neckes in all time coming an orsng tamnie
silk ribbon, whereupon shall hsng pendant im & scutcheon argent & saltaire
arzure thereon, =nd an inescutcheon of the armes of Scotland " ... etc.

And the list of rights ... " the right to remit sentences, the right
of receiving gifts in marrisge, the right to erect gallows and gibbets, the

right of cul de fosse, of franche court, of sokmasn, of sak, of thole, of
thane, of inflangthief, of outhangthief, of outwark, of wavi, of week, of
venysome, of pit and grllows ... ete." It souncs rather like Louis

Carroll, or Dean Swift perhaps.

At the present I am hard at work om another novel, a sea story of
Hove Scotia and the Caribbean during the Napoleonic wars, which I hope
to finish ( indeed I have contracted to have it in my publishers’ hands)
next May, for publication in the autumn.

Again thenks, and 211 good wishes.

Sincerely,

Miss Leura Herdy,
Annapolis Royal .
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