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Q\ x 26 Newcastle St,,
Dartmouth, N.S.,
M May 14/47
Dear Mr, Raddall,

When I saw you briefly at Mr. Deacon's
lecture I told you that I might be out this summer
collecting folklore againe Since then I have been
taken on the staff of the National Museum (Ottawa), to
do field work in the Maritimess Recording equipment is
being supplied by the Library of Congress in Washington
as it was four years agoe

Except for recording a few tunes from
a singer at North River, I feel that I have pretty well
covered ILunenburg County, and it would seem to me a
good idea to go on now through Queens and Shelburne
Bounties, and then to the Pubnicoss I haven't received
my instructions yet from Dr. Barbeau, but I think he
will leave it to me to go where I think best, 4 though
I expect he will want me to do much more with the
French than I did on my last expedition,

The Library of Congress will want
records of folk songs, old time instrumental music and
dance tunes, folk tales and samples of dialecte. In
addition to these I will pick up as much as I can about
witcheraft, superstitions, weather and animal lore,
and all the other aspects of folklore that are necceaa~-
ary for the complete study of a district, but these
latter of course will not be put on recordss

Now I don't in any way want to tress-
pass upon your preserves, but since I don't possess



your wonderful skill in presenting my findings to the
publie, it is not likely that we would conflicte. On
the other hand you may know just the people I will be
looking for, and you may be very glad to have records
made of their materials The Library of Congress sends
the best equipment available, so it is a rare opportun
ity for the provinces

I am buying a car (says she hopefully) and hav
been promised delivery about the first of June, That
is the date when I should start out, which would be
the beginning of a four month tripe if the car is late
in coming I could do some preliminary work in this
or one of the other counties with the wchool inspector,
In fact “r. Crowell told me when I met him in Lunenbur
that he would be glad to do anything for me he could
down therej that is, in Queens and Shelburne, But
since you have been good enough to express interest in
what I am trying to do, I thought I would write you
first and ask what you advises I managed to get a few
Indiam records at Shubenacadie and Nyanza, but I would
like much more if I can get ite I have practically
nothing in lumberman's sha ties, and negro folklore
has been practically untouched except for some that I
got at Preston. English folk songs,of course,are al=-
ways treasureds

Is there any part of thé summer that would be
better for my work there than June,because it really
doesn't matter to me when I come, i want to spend one
month in P.E.I, as they were making efforts to finance
a whole swmmer's collecting there and I know they are
interesteds

My reading club read the Odor of Sanctity
last weeks I wish you o uld have heard our shrieks of
laughter, Some of us had read it before, but that made
no differences

Sincerely yours,

ot Gl
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Dear lir. Raddall,

Here is a story of frenzied finance which I thought
might interest yous The other dg , having for the first time in
memory received no stationery for Christmes, I went to the Book
Room to replenish my stocks The Wedding Gift was sitting there, so
I picked it up absent-mindedly, Wlshlng T could buy a copye Just
then Mr. Bendelertame along and, still clutching your book but for=
getting it for the moment, sald,

"My, Bendeler, I think you owe me some moneye." This
was for my Twelve Folk Songs which I had taken in there months agoes
He said,

"Didn't I pay you?" So I said,"No, I'm sure you
didn't " So he said he'd look it up in the bookse

"When was it?" he said."This year? Last year?" So
we agreed it was one or the other, but there was no record of anything

"Well,"he said," there were twelve of them weren't
there?" But I said,"Wo, I think t bhere were foure" It might just as
well have been six and probably wase

"All right," he said,"how much were they®." Sp I
said,"A dollar ten apiece," and then realized I should have said a
dollar twenty, but it was too late then.*

"I owe you four-forty then,"sd d Mr. Bendeler, and
started for the cash boxe But I stopped hime

"A year or two ago I got a copy of Robie Tufts bird
book, and then your fire came dnd I never got a bille"

"Was it paper covered or hard covered?" he asked.

"I haven't the slightest idea," I said,"because it
was a gift and went out from the stores"

"A dollar and a half," sdd Mr. Bendeler, "We'll mdke
it a dollar," andagaln started off for the cashe

Wait 2 minute," I said,"how much is thés book of
lir, Raddall's?"

"Three dollars," he saide

"All right, give me forty cents," So he wemkxwrapped
up the book and gave me my forty centse

"Mr, Bendeler," I said,

L haven!

"who is out, you or me?"

t the slightest idga, " e 5834, and
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neither have T,

I am enjoying every word of it and recognize manyvof the
places . I wish I had known of the settlement of Port lMouton before
going there, as well as incidents abéut many of the other places,
Miss Letty is a delightful character whom I hope I will meet again
before the book is finisheds « In these busy days I don't get very
much time for reading, but that spreads the stories out, and pro=-
longs the enjoymente Thank you for writing ite I hadhoped to find
Horace Johnsbnts story about the whale there, and will look forward
to +that in your next volume. Tommy says the idea is yours and you've
copyrighted it. ALL power to youe

The Museam kept me on until the end of December, amd will
take me on again in Junes I still have @ ite a lot of notes to finish
typing, although I've been working steadilys. When I get all the Him
Charles date together, I'1ll send copies on to you, and perheps you
will find something there of interes¥e

For various reasons I've decided to put my house up for sale.
If it goes, I shall be very regrettful and, if it doesn't, perhass
more s0, I'll probably get a small house somewhere in the country,
but where, I haven't decided yetd If any o f you come up to Halifax
while I'm still here, I wish you could find time to come over to
Dartmouth. Our view is really lovely, and I'd like to show it to
youe

Kindest regards to all the family, and congratulatiors upon
the success of your new book,

Sincerely yours,

‘}%ﬁ-« ﬁ% 5
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Dear lir, Raddall,

In Windsor on my way back from the Noel shore,

everybody had a coQJ of the Chron ¢ to show me with an account
- of the speech you made at hﬂng se It sounded most successful,

but I've been wondering ever since what Canon Ambrose could h%ve
said that he "almost stole your orchids", One would never think
of him as a wit, so he must have excelled himself, It was very
good of you to give my small efforts a puff, especially at that
university where I spent two years on the staff,

At Cheverie I found an excellent singer, but

I've made him so concelted he w%'t be fit to live with. He got
the shock of his life when I played his voice back because he
had no idea he was so good, "Now tell me,Miss Creighton," he said
later,"what did you reallv think of those records? It won't hurt

my con501ence an/." So I assured him they were wonderful and he
said,"Yes,that's just what I thought," and he'll probably talk
about it till the day he dies. However his voice is one of the
best I've found, and if more blank discs arrive I must go back there
and get everythlnp he knowse They are the real thlng.I've suggested
to Ottawa that the Netional Film Board might supply the discs because
they need this sort of things for background music. Washington
has regret#fully used up its quota for this project for this years

I should know the verdict this weeke

I wrote Yr, Smith to-day and addressed the letter
to Liverpoole. I hope that is the proper address., It was interesting
the way his songs ,or rather his singing,improved as he got used
the idea. His chanties should be valuable,and his voice was much
better than I expecteds

Kindest regards to all the family;it was so nice
to see you all, againe And many thanks for all you have done for me,

Sincerely yours,

Folee foigts— S



P.S.Miss Thomas looks well,and has just finished a short story which
she is mailing to-day., I am sure she would want to be remembered
to you if she knew I was writings

]



26 Newcastle St.,
Dzrtmouth,N.S.,
Dec,16/48

Dear Tom,

The new book on Halifex is fascinating
I couldn't put it down. In many ways I
think it is your best to date, but that
is just my humble opinion. The war
chapters actually kept mé awake at night;
I had d ways realized our danger, but had
never let myself dwell upon it except in
1942 when I was returning from Indiana
and wondered what the future might hold.
The sinking of the ship off George's
Island is a vivid memory. Having been
here you will realize that we d a front
seat‘ and how my dear father enjoyed the
showd The whole book impressed me as such
a well balanced summing up by one who has
seen the picture clearly, and has distort=
ed none of the factss That holds for the
early days as well as those we remember,

@

I wish I had thought of lgrgaret Ells
a;d John Martin n you were here., Next
time I must < them in to meet you here,

Greetings and best wishes to all the



. I can see yours being a
household on Christmas daye

Sincerely yours,

!‘LJZ... 4;..;811?‘

st be true th
nt thing 2 T
I forgot to tell you how proud I am to

lace in your bibliography, even
for z

eave the

- golkected a
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Dear

is something for you and Edith to chuckle over.

ligida French paid me a surprise visit, and we decided
to go to see krs, Richardson. We were sent to your friend Dewey
Nickerson,and we asked him what he would charge. He opened with
ten dollarse I looked a bit doubtful,so he came dowm to eighte
Somehow he found we were writers, so he said,"Do you know Tom
Raddall,"

"Oh yes," we said wikth great enthusiasm

"Well, To
know bﬁ&Jxm ,I§l
made it all right

personal friend of mine, and if you
right about the. price." So he
us the same eight dollars}

Such hero worchlp, all the way out on the hoat,Tom this
and Tom thate Did you know he had sumbitted Raddall as the name
of his new grandson,to be known familiarly as Reddy? Then when
he heard the Richardsons had the Seal Island story he had to see
the article and explain the lobster net again, We were highly
entertained, but our response didn't gain for us the expected
price cute Wherein would you say we wrred?

We're ddep in fog to-day,and rode the ocean yesterday in
the same damp atmosphere, My chief informant is one of the most
grotesque people I have ever seen,cripped from childhood,and
with a huge head and the most‘disconcertimg blue eyes that point
in opposite directions. To walk down a path in front of him gives
the strangest sensation, He is supposed to have said that he has
Yy twenty-six girl friends;that I am one of them and that he could
5 have me for the asking.

This place gives me the sreeps,but how interesting the
people are, I'1ll have lots to tell you no doubt if I go back

through Liverpool, I did enjoy my brief visit at your Wbube, Birdese
= DDAl Seellindes
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June 8/52

Dear Edith and Tom,
Twenty-five long years together,
The last time I saw you I thought you seemed contented
enough to start another twenty-five, May that be so,
and may the second jump be even happier than the first,

My old man near Chester sang
sixty-one songs in less than two weeks, Sixty-two
really, but I thought it discreet to erase the last

I've just been listening to the

one from the tapel
folk song program at six and heard three from my

collections sung, Makes it feel worth while,
I'm supposed to be having an
interview for Macleans, but the correspondent had
= been imbibing for some days before I joined him at the
Lord Nelson for lunch, fe looked at me through a
haze - it must have n a haze - paid me a compliment,
and ordered champagne., My capacity is limited, so he
did his best té finish the bottle, I'd call the whole
thing off if it weren't that he might lose his job,
Apparently its a chronic ailment and I feel sorry for
him, but Pierre Berton knew @ d was only anxious for
his story. My fishermen treat me with more respect, .
but don't tell him I said so.
I'm waiting breathlessly for the

new novel, Meanwhile how about that article for the
We have all July to do it in.

(T

7
~a S o

Dalhousie Review}
5 2 Please say hello to Tommy and
Francie; and Edith, I hope your man thought you
beautiful enough to be toasted in champagne,

With warmest congratulations,

f_p&. J,%



Novamber lat, 1953

Jear falen,

I wroYe iea iloors saying thet I would come to
the mesting in Yalifos on the 24th 17 I possibly could, and
I%a dsfindtoly plauming to coms. lHowever it's impossible for
we to waka sheolutoly positive engagements of this ldnd, for
somathing may come up roaquiring wy prosmec elsewhera, or
we vdght have a snowstorm making tho undred-mile drive
imposaibla on that partlcular day., Nendalier hns asked we
%o come up and aubogredh soue books for him, lni I'a writiong
him to say that T topd to gat up thors on the 28th o Jo
there are the two hirds and the atones If w1l goea woll I
shall bo thare, and T look forvard with pleasure to sealng
JO\I after this long time. Tdith probably will come with we
4o do a bit of Christwas shopping.

Prank ¥i11i8 dropped in here a fow days ege and
2ot a further recording of old Will sudth. e then weant on

. %o Sape “able in the hope of sseing Dewey, and thence to
farmouth. The rgccrdings %o got aboub theicoast lash yeur
" wore & tromemdous success on the 03C, he tells ue, hama
4‘13 deniaion to &2t wore.
ihat a dreary ‘week Jmt pnntl I spent wost of
1% cooped up in a hunting samp af "agle lake with three
companions, plaging bridge { I detest cards) and stering
out, at-the conblnuous rain. At the and of the week I falt
sure w2 could have paddled a cance down the three miles of
trall to the motor road at Dig Falls. 4s 1t was I walked
{or rather splashed) out to my car, burdened with rifle,
knapoaok, haversack and sleeping bag, and wondering how far
“!oah had to lug his baggege to the Arke
Until, the 24%h, then,

Chearo,
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26 Newcastle Sta,
Dar tmouth, N.S.,
Nov.5/53

Dear Tom,
So pleased we are,

I meant to ask you and Edith if you could
stay with me for the few days that you'll be up,
and then remembered that you always like to stay
with your mother, 1 see by your letter that she
is now with your sister,and it maybe that they
haven't as much rooms Says she hopefully, The
Alcocks from the National Museum were the last to
occupy my spare room, lt would adore to have you
and Edith,

With or without staying here, are there
any friends ! could ask in for you? Authors in
ones, twos,or just executive? Or friends who have
nothing to do vi th the craft? If you've coming
all this way we might as well make it as festive
as we can, Tommy and Franct¢e won't ming being
parked for an extra night,or dp they keep house
by themszlves?

You kept me up till 12,30 Sunday reading
Tidefall,which says everythings I can't get it

back té the Library because the whole house is reading

ite 1 thought it was a most absorbing story. Proof,
12.30, More about that when you come,

A letter from Alice MacKay asks if the
incomparable Raddalls are going to Banff, They're
planning forkhe convention early,

i really mean that I would love to have
you and also to have anyone in for you. Don't say
"now we mustn't put her to any troublel Just let me
know what you would most like,but don't order angel
cake because I can t make it,

Cheers to all the family,

T -
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26 Newcastle St.,
Dartmouth, N.S.,
Nov.14/56

Dear Tom,

.Your rew novel has been complztely ruining my nights!
sleep., I'd keep thinking, !'justjone more chapter,' and so the
hours wolild roll on to be paid for in heavy lids the next day.
Which of course won't displease you at all, and to me was time
well spent, You know your woodslas well as your sea.

I think I told you some time ago that I was publishing
a long playing re€ord, put out by Folkways of New York, and
that several of Mr, Smith's chanties would be on it. Well the
record is out now and will soon be available in the stores,
The Bligh Radiosat 200 Quinpool Road will be carrying ite. I
would like to make a gift of one to Mr. Smith, but there are
so many poor folk on the record to be remembered that I have
to draw the line somewhere., But at least I can let him know through
you that the record has been made, and that his father's voice
is on it. I hope he will be pleased with it, and 1 thank you
again formaking that evening's recording possible.

My book of ghost stories is growing daily. I've been
Jotting them down since 1928,so there is a great variety of
material., I havefhigh hopes for it,.

if you would send me Francey's address I would love to
have her here some time. Love to Edith and congratulations on
the fine new novel.

Sincerely yours,

oo B
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26 Newcastle St.,
Dartmouth,N.S.,
Dec.12/61

Dear Tom,

I know you are a friend of Martha
Thomas, and so am I, but I wonder if you
realize her financial difficulties. I always
knew she rode close to the wind, but to
suggest her to the Canadian Writers' Founda-
tion never entered my stupid head, I've just
come back from Ottawa where 1 spent a couple
of days with tne Don Thomson. Terry, as you
know, lives,breathes,and drzams of needy
writers,and it was sne who suggested that
Martha would be eligible., As soon as I came
back I got in touch with “rs, Jordon who
boards her,and then wrote Martha herself,
Her case is pretty desperate. For one thing
she has no immediate family, She has had flu
and hasn't made a full recovery so she can't
write, She pays $100 a month for room and
board and sometimes has drug bills of #70 a
month which she can't meet., She has kept up
her board bills al though how, I can't imagine,
although her income from her writing has been
steady{ She has had no new clothes for years,
her housekeeper tells me, and needs shoes
which have ‘o be specially made for her lame
foot.

She must bz very eligible,and I
don't doubt this will go through,so I wrote
and told her what was pending and asked a few
questions. ‘‘er letter was pretty jumbled from
the depth of hzr emotion and relief,and makes
me feel pretty weepy. I new have to get a
medical statement, and lerry thought it would



help a lot if you would write a letter of
recommendation, 1 don't know what you know
about her circumstances. Perhaps nothing, but
if she has ever talked to you about her
affairs that would help. Probably more
important would be an estimate of her work,
its quality and so forth. Did you know that
she once published a book,Stamalong Gert?
It came out about the same time as Tugboat
Annie which spoiled its sale, and is about
Victoria Beach.

L feel sure this is something you
will be pleased to do, for I know you have
made special trips to visit Martha, If I am
right will you address your letter to Mrs.
D.W.Thomson, 90 HAenilworth Street, Ottawa, and
it will be read by the Board. The idea having
come from Terry in the first place, there is
everynpossibility that the ball will roll
swiftly. Anfthow Martha knows her friends are
working for her, and that should make a very
different Christmas for her,

I had never realized before quite
what the Foundation could mean. Ferhaps I
should add that Martha gets the old age pen=-
sion,and well-to-do friends have been kind.

?ours,
*J \ oe

P.S. Anything to do Qith the Foundation is, of
course, strictly confidential.
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Decerber 1R, 1961

Dear Melen,

I'm s0 gled thet you wrote. For come time pest
T heve suspected that Mise Themas was 4n poor mmstm"eee.
t eLn*smtmacn‘ﬁﬂm‘eiraxx!d&srﬂned
1 M vith such gaiety that T hesitated to enquire
r Mnancos, Ebeisamvlruvamﬂ.mﬂ\dﬂxthe
‘-mw t‘-rz"e Lz aliays o sensitive personel pride which ome
st treet with care, T doubt very much that she womld
have confded in me as she has in you, in any case.

is defin’tedy a cose for the Canedian
Weiters ™25 Thomes doliberately risked an
M&“t ol aﬂn ‘~'r Yving 4n Cansde end writ ahort Can.
adian mone"andpeqne. You and T ard @ hendfl of others
I'mv wery well the struggle involved $n that, espec!nm

in the pect thirty 7ears; we have gome through 4t ourselves.

T chell wirite Mrs, Thomson 2t once, 23 you suggest.

1th my reganrds,

Sincerely,

"os lelen Crelghton,
26 Tewcestle Street,
Dartoouth, TeSe

d, Iis o yrhe ot
My s T Lt S, L
Sl it %

ol o et
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26 Newcastle St.,
Dartmouth, N.S.,
Dec.12/63

Dear Tom,

What a delicious surprise. Last week I couldn't hear The
Serial, but to-night I planned everything so I could listen. At the
first unexpectéd note of music I listened intently, and at the end
when Karen James sang that lovely song, "He's Young But" I thought
at first it was one of my versions, and then thought not, so I was
quite unprepared for the welcome announcement at the end saying that
the ballads were,mine, Quite apart from my personal involvement, the
music seemed to me most suitable,and I hope others will realize that
our own folk music should accompany our stories. I liked the one
episode I've seen. It looks kike a more professional than in the
Costain story. This must be a great satisfaction to you and { hope
you are enjoying it.

You have probably sezen by the papers that we are offering
$1000 for new lyrics for the Maple Leaf Forever, a gift from Gordon
Thompson. I don't know whether you saw George 8alverson on television
the other night, but I felt he'd given it too negative an approach,and
that is why Gordon and I concocted a statement for the papers which
came out as a Canadian Press interview., This promises to be quite a
lot of fun. One entry the other day ended by saying she hoped we all
would live "like maple leaves together,” This might be an idea for a
new valentine; will you be my maple leaf?

Will Bird has no doubt written to ask you to take part in
the convention in June} it wouldn't be right without you. Except for a
few incidents I must say being president has been an experience 1
wouldn't have missed for anything. Much hard work, mostly in corres=-
pondence, but the Author and Bookman is improving all the time (that
began before my term) and we now have an editor for the Poetry Maga-
zine who promises to 1ift that to its proper heights. The executive
has been loyal and faithful in attending meetings, and when I retire
in June, I think Fred Swagze will be prepared to take over, and he
should be good. Like Don Thomson and me, he really cares about the
Association. I've made very good friends through it, and can point to
many times when it has helped me. We all look forward to the time when
you will be one of us again,

Good luck to the serial and whatever else you are working a
now,and accept congratulations not from me only, but from all our
members who will be watching from coast to coast.

Love to Edith,and all best wishes,

Lo

National President
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Feb.19/64

Dear Tom,

1 have been typing out a story Jim Howe of Annapolis
Royal gave me a few years ago. It deals with lndians tapping
ash trees to select those without knots for making baskets.
They were asleep on a hilltop when they were awakened by the
noise of tapping coming from the trees in the middle of the
night and for some reason this so terrified them that even the
young boy wit: them screamed and the dog howled and they left
the place in « It would seem to be a forerunner of death,
and the oldest member of the little party did die a few months
later.

Jim thought this had something to do with the creation
myth that Glooscap shot arrowa into the trees and young Indians
stepped forth, but I can't see any connection, Kay Hill has never
come across any such belief, and I wondered if you wxxi®x had.
I'm working on a book of Popular Beliefs and Superstitions, and
would like to include this story, so any light we can throw
upon the reaction of these people to the sound of tapping from
the trees would be a valuable addition. The tapping was the
same sound the lndians themszlves made when they tapped.

Would you believe that I've never had a word from the
CBC about the music used for the Wings of Night? However I belong
to Capac, and have asked them to look into it. There ought to be
a nice fee awaiting me there., I enjoyed the series very much and
saw nzarly all of it, The James are here now, and we are wondering
about the ,mistake in the courtroom scene thav you mentioned and
we couldn't spot.Did anyone, and will you enlighten us?

All good wishes to you and Edith,

{‘uu Qu;_/dk
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December 15/63

The inspiration of liova Scotia folk song music
in "Wings of Night" really belongs to Ron Weyman, the dir-
ector of the TV film, and his playwright. Actually I was
not consulted on the TV seript, except on one or two minor
points. Indeed the standard contract one is required to
sign, on selling the rights in 2 story, contains a clause
to the effect that the author will have no say in the film

or TV production.
This is, of course, the standard practice of the motion pice
ture business, evolved from a long of book authors

screaning murder whenever their story is twisted or mutile
ated to suit the film playwright. Actually, if the film
people had consulted me more, I could have saved them several
bad boners, including cne that -- when detected —- makes a
farce of the courtroom trial, which is the prinfigble part

of the story. It will be interesting to see how many people
do detect the anachronism.

On the whole the play and the direction were very good, and
the casting was excellent., I confess I was dubious when
Heyman informed me that "a folk-singer named Karen James®
would play the part of Tally in my story. However when

1 saw Iiss James on location here for the outdoor shots I
was quite happy about the choice. GCuite apart from her
singing talemt ( a talent I had not given Tally in my story)
she had exactly the combination of healthy good looks and
rather shy charm of the person I had in mind, and she played
the part beautifully.

The film device of having Neil hear her singing a Nova Scotia
folk ballad before sctually seeing her, and the use of her
song as motif music for the opening, fitted the story well
indeed, and the acknowledgement to you was not only graceful
but the proper thing to do.

T have not heard from Will Bird about the convention next
June. As you know, I bave never liked the notion of anyone
(including me) pontificating about the literary art. Art
comes by instinct, and no ome can lay down rules for it
without betraying himself as a stuffed shirt or a fool. I've
smamdboardtoomchafthntvhmmthwan;dumldpbe
authors meet.

Al Edith joins me in greetings,



CJW M/ &b ’ Feb.21, 1964

Dear lielen,

I never heard of tapping an ash (or any other tree) to find out
if it had knots, because there would be a visible sign of such knots on the
surface. I've watched an Indlan selecting clear ash wood for baskets and for
ax handles, and all he did was to walk arcund the tree lcolkdng at the trunk
as far up as the branches.

However, quite apart from that, I think Jim Howe's story is a variant of an

old and widely held superstitlon amongst the Micmacs., Encawped ia the forest,
they would hear loud cracking sounds, as Af some ghostly ax-man was busy
felling a tree. Then they would hear the crash of the tree falling., It was
reckoned very bad luck to hear KEASKUNCOGWEJIT - “THE INVISISLE TREE FELLER" ew
and 1 have heard one or two Micmacs declare that a death followed in their
fanilies after hearing these sounds. The sounds were always heard on a calm night.

I have heard these sounds myself, and so has every woodsman, An old dead tree
that has been standing for generations, against all winds, sometimes reaches
the end of its endurance in the middle of a calm night. In other words the
rot at the bause, or in some weak spot farther up the trunk, finally eats away
the last fibres that keep the tree firnly ersct. As the rot is usually deeper
on one side, the trree begins to totier in that direction., As it goes farther
and farther you hear the loud cracks of the remaining sound wood giving way,
and then the erash. There were no fatalities in my family within years alfter
hearing these sounds; but of course I'm not superstitious!

In "Legends of the Micmacs" by Silas Rand (who started his long misslonary
career among the Micmacs here in Quemns County) you will find a footnote at
the bottom of page 387 describing briefly the invisitle tree-feller, and
giving hin an alternative name, WEGOOASKUNOOGWEJIT, which is merely a diff-
erence of dialect. In Rand's "Dictionary of The Lenguage of the Micmac
Indians", page 108, he gives the name as KEASKUNOOGWEJIT and adds still
anotherr variant, KOCASKUNOOGWEJIT. = All meen the same thing.

With regard to the TV version of "Wings of Night", the error was not manifest
to most viewers because apparently most of the courtroom scenes ended on the
cutting-room floor; at any rate very little of the trial was shown. Anyone
who had read the book, and knew something about rifles, would have spotted |,
the error nevertheless.

As I've said, I wasan't consulted on the seript nor on the production. FHence
such matters as the background music were outside my ken, and I don't know
where you stand in your claim for a fee. It will be interesting to see.

Saw you on Front Page Challenge the other night and enjoyed the show, Berton's
ready parody of O Canada made me wonder (not for the first time) how much of
FFC is really ad 1ib,.

Cheers.



26 Newcastle St.,
Dartmouth,N.S.,
Feb.27/77

Dear Tom,

I've just finished reading your Memoirs,and as I went along I jotted
down memories of my own, I had never heard the place where the blind sister was
lefit to drown called the Blind Sister Ledge. I think it was my“Lady of the
Legends' CBC documentary that has a Sambro fisherman telling that story,and
a singer named Betty Belmore made a very good song up about it,

Miss Hoyt. Dear Miss Hoyt, My brother Terry and I trudged all the way
over there for years and took part in her recitals. I always felt sorry for ber
because she seemed to have so few of the pleasure”s of life. But we were fond of
her,

The explosion. That was an excellent description. You were closer to it
than I was and saw more of its horrors. Very hard on an impressionaﬁle youth,and
the years th&t followed while you were at sea were rugged.

You mentioned your study. I remember on my first visit being shown
it and being so interested in where you worked. Then I thought of our trip to
Eagle Head and Mrs, Joudrey. I(art}na? I think that is what you called her. How
serious she was about her witchirng. And Moose Harbour, I have a nice picture of
you and Edith there. It must have caused you great grief when the fire came.

The Merkels were good friends of mine too. I saw a lot of them at
Granville Ferry when I was working the Victoria Beach shore. And I remember James
Gillis in Halifax,but I remember him better when I recorded him in front of his
property at Lake Ainslie. His entrance was barricaded pratbably because his house
was too dirty to be shown to visitors, And to see him standing out on the road
sawing away on his fiddle and then singing with his eyes tight shut,and reciting
‘Miss MacKay, It was one of the most comical things I've ever seen,he was so
deadly earnest.

Evelyn Tufts, The last time I saw her was on the train at Digby. She
was dressed to tke nines,and looking most flamboyant in striking contrast to the
well tailored person I was meeting, I knew her in Wolfville too when she and
Robie lived together,

Frank Willis, a good friend. We worked on a number of things together
in the early days of the CBC, What a lot of changes w've seen in our time.

I hope you are well and thagt your eyesight has improved., I often
think how kind you and Edith were to me on my visits to Liverpool. What will
you do with yourself now if you are not writing?

Best wishes,

%U% ﬁm‘?ﬁm




March 2, 1977

Dear Helen,

Thank you for your interesting letter. We have indeed lived
through much the same time and known many of the same people.

Regarding the Blind Sister rock off Sambro, I chuckle every time I
hear or read about that silly legend of the blind woman fastened to
the rock and left m to drown. As the Blind Sister is permanently under
water, even at low tide, it would be interesting to know how the
fastening was done.s

The nautical fact of the matter is that there are several rocks in

a row , more or less, off Sambro, and seamen have long known them

as The Sisters. All but one are close to the surface, and the sea
breaks on them and makes their presence visible. The outermost rock
is deeper and much more dangerous because the sea doesn't break on it,
and many ships have been wrecked there.

Seamen call it the Blind Sister in much the same sense as a modern
motorist referring to a blind corner or a blind alley. Back in 1967
Bill Harper of the CBC got some wonderful film shots of a big ship
hard aground on the Blind Sister in a heavy sea. Every wave that hit
the sh% sent spray as high as the masthead. I was working with Bill
on a fijm about Halifax ("A City's Story") and we used some of the
shots, and wished we had room for more.

You ask about my health. In general it's very good, but I'm having
trouble with my eyesight. Had a cataract removed from my keft eye
last summer, and in April I must return to the hospital for a similar
operation on the right.

The operation itself is nothing. I dread the long weeks of recovery
in which I'm unable to read properly, and then the longer period of
getting used to a new thick lens in my glasses. Since the operation
last August I haven't been able to drive my car,er even to walk
outdoors with ease and confidence., The new lens makes the ground look
much nearer than it really is, and consequently I walk somewhat like
a sailor with three sheets in the wind, not knowing exactly when my
fobt will fetch up. As the fellow said to the hangman, "It takes an
awful lot of getting used to." I tried contact lenses but couldn't
manage them.

When my eyesight has recovered sufficiently I shall resume research
into Nova Scotian historical matters, adding the papers to the coll-
ection now in Dalhousie Library.

With my regards, o

L

Miss Helen Creighton el
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