
Dea r Mr. Raddall , 

26 Newcastle St ., 
Da rtmouth , N. s . , 

May 14/47 

When I s~w you briefly at Mr . Deacon's 
lecture I told y ou that I might be out this surmner 
collecting folklore again . Since then I have be en 
taken on the staff of the Nationa l Mus eum (Ot tawa) , to 
do field work in the Maritimes . Recording equipment is 
beine supplied by t he Libra ry of Congress in Was hington 
as it v1as four years ago . 

Except for r eco rdins: a few tunes from 
a singe r at North River , I feel that I have pretty well 
covered Lwrnnburg County , and it woul d seem t o me a 
good i d ea to go on now t hrough ~ueens and Shelburne 
60W1ties , and then to the Pubnicos . I haven ' t received 
my inst r uc t ions yet fr om Dr. Bar beau , but I think he 
will leave it to me to go whe re I think beat , a though 
I expect he wil l want me to do much more with the 
French than I did on my l a::it expedition. 

The Libra r y of Congress will wm t 
records of folk songs , old time instrumenta l musi c and 
dance tunes , folk tales and samples of dialect . In 
addition to these I \vill pick up as much as I can about 
witchc r aft , superstitions , weat her and an i mal lore , 
and all the other aspects of fo lklore that are n eceaa-
ary fo r the complete study of a dist rict , but these 
l atter of course will not be put on records . 

Nov, I don ' t in any way want t o t ress-
pass upon y our preserves , but s ince I don ' t possess 



your wonde rfu l skill in presentine my findings to the 
public , it i s not likely that we woul d conflict . On 
the other hand you may know just the peopl e I wil l be 
looking for , and you may be very alad to have records 
made of their materi a l. The Library of Coneress sends 
the bes t equipment available , so it is a rare opportun· 
ity for the province . 

I am buying a ca r ( says she hopefully) and hav1 
been promi sed de livery about the f irst of June . Tqat 
i s the date when I should start out , which would be 
the be ginning of a four mont h trip . I f the car i s l a te 
in coming I could do some preliminary work i n this 
or one of the other counties with the wchool inspector1 
In fact ~ . Croy;ell told me when I met him in Lunenbur1 
that he woul d be gl ad to do anything for me he could 
dmm there ; tha t is , in Q.ueens and Shelburne. But 
since you have been good enough to express interest in 
what I am tzying t o do , I thoueht I would write you 
first and ask what you advise . I managed to get a few 
I nd ian records at Shubenacadie and Nyanza , but I woul d 
like much more if I can get it . I ha ve practically 
nothing in l umberman I s shm ties , and negro folklore 
has be en pr act ica lly unt ouched except for some that I 
got A.t Preston . Eni;li sh folk songs , of course , are a l -
ways treasured. 

Is there a ny part of th& surrnner that would be 

~~!!~~tf:tt~~ l~m;~neib!:~s:oi!P!~~l~~e 
month in P . E. I t a s they were making efforts to finance 
a whol e summer s collecting there and I lrnow they are 
interested. 

My reading club read the Odor of Sanctity 
last week . I wish you rould have hea rd our shrieks of 
laughter . Some of us had r ead it before, but that made 
no difference . 

Sincerely yours , 



NAT IONAL MUSEUM 
OF CANADA 

Dear :Mr . Raddall 1 

DEPARTMENT o, 
MINES AND RESOURCES 
MINES AND GEOLOGY BRANCH 

26 Newcast le st . , 
Dartmouth, N. s., 

Jan.13/48 

Here is a story af frenzied finance which I thought 
might interest you. The other dW , having for the first time in 
memory received no stationery for Christmas, I went to the Book 
Room to replenish my stock. !.h1L Weddine ill,!. was sitting there , so 
I picked it up absent-mindedly , wishinn: I could buy a copy •• Tust 
then Mr . Bendelerb ame a long and , still clutching your book but for-
gett ing it for the moment 1 I said , 

"Mr. Bendeler, I think you owe me some money. 11 This 
was for my Twelve Folk Sones which I had taken in there months ago . 
He said , 

"Didn ' t I pay you?" So I said , "No , I ' m ru re you 
didn 1 t • u So he said he ' d look it up in the books . 

111i~'hen was it? " he said . 11 This year? Last year? " So 
we agreed it was one or t he other , but there was no re c ord of anything 

11\7elJ. , "he said ," there were twelve of them weren 't 
there? 11 But I said , "No , I think th ere were four . u It mi ght just as 
well have been six and probab l y was . 

"All ri eht , " he said , 11 how much were the;yt . 11 Sp I 
said , "A dollar ten apiece, 11 and then realized I shoul d h.::1.ve said a 
dollar twenty , but it was too late then • .,. 

11 I owe you four-forty then , "sa. d Mr . Bende l er , c1.nd 
started for the cash box. But I stopped him. 

11 A year or t wo aeo I got a copy of Robie Tufts bird 
bool-:: 1 and then your fire came Wld I never i?;ot a bill . " 

"Was it paper covered or hard c overed'? 11 he asked . 
11 1 haven ' t the slightest iciea, 11 I said , 11 because it 

was a gift and went out from the store. 11 

"A dollar and a half , 11 sad 1ili:-. Bendeler. "We 1 11 mace 
it a dollar," an<1,a.gai n started off for the cash. 

lt ffait a minute , 11 I said , 11 bow much is thles book of 
Mr . Raddall 's?" 

"Three dollars , 11 he said. 
"All right, give me forty cents , 11 So he .1!11:R±xwrapped 

up the book and gave me my forty cents . 
0 Mr. Bendeler , 11 I said , 11who is out , you or me?" 
"I haven ' t the 

slightest idwa , u he shlu., c'nd 



NATIONAL MUSEUM 
OF CANADA 

neither have I . 

DEPARTMENT 
OF 

MINES AND RESOURCES 
MINES AND GEOLOGY BRANCH 

I am enjoying every word of it and recognize manyoof the 
:places • I wiwh I had knovm of the settlement of Port Mouton before 
going there , as well as incid en ts abibut many of the other places . 
Mi s s Letty is a delie htful character whom I hop e I will meet again 
before the book is finished •• I n these busy days I don 't get very 
much time for reading , but that spreads t he stories out , and pro~ 
longs the enjoyment . Thank you for writine it . I .hadh oped to find 
Horace .Johns tnnm story about the whale there , e.nd wil\ look forward 
to tha t in y our next volume. Tommy se.ys the id ea is yours and you 1ve 
copyriehted it . All power to you. 

The Mueemn kept me on until the end of De cembe r , and will 
take me on aga in in June. I still have~ ite a lot of notes to finish 
ty:piµg , although I ' ve been workine steadily. When I get al 1 the Rim 
Charles data together , I 111 send cop ies on to you , and pe rhip s you 
will find something there of interesYie 

For vari ous reasons I' ve decided to put my house up for sale . 
If it goes, I shall be very regrettful and , if it doesn 't, :re rh:J)s 
more so. I ' ll probably set a small house somewhere in t he country, 
but whe re , I haven ' t d ecided yet . If any of you come up to Halifax 
while I ' m s till here , I wish you could find time to C01J1 e over to 
Dartmouth . Our v.ii!ew is really lovely , and I 1d like to show it to 
you . 

Kindest regards to a ll the f amily, and congr atulatioreupon 
the succe ss of your nevi book , 

Sinc?erely yours, 



/t 

NATIONAL MUSEUM 
OF CANADA 

DePr kr . Raddall 1 

DEP,ARTMENT o, 
MINES AND RESOURCES 
MINES AND GEOL(X;Y BRANCH 

Victoria Beach , 
Annapolis Co ., 

Au{l . 30/48 

In Windsor on my way back from the Noel shore , 
everybody had a coBy of the Chroni(.:le to show Me with an eiccount 
of the speech you made at King ' s • It sounded most successful , 
but I ' ve been wondering ever since what Canon Ambrose could have 
said that he "almost stole your orchids" . One v10uld never think 
of him as a wit , so he must have excelled himself. It v1as very 
good of you to give my small efforts a puff , especially at that 
university where I spent two years on the staff . 

At Cheverie I found an excellent singer , but 
I ' ve made him s-J conceited he ,,iti 1 t be fit to live with . He got 
the shock of his life when I pl"tayed his voice back because he 
had no idea he was so good . 11 Now tell me , Miss Creiehton , 11 he said 
later 1 11 what did you really think of those records? It won 1 t hurt 
my conscience any. " So I assured him they were wonderful and he 
said , 11 Yes , that ' s just what I thoueht , " and he ' .ll probably t:=ilk 
about it till the day he dies . However his voice is one of the 
'best I 1 ve found , and if more blank discs arrive I muAt go back there 
and e;et everything he knows . They are the real thine. rgve suggested 
to Ottawa that the .;.iational Film Board migt-1; supply the discs because 
they need this sort of thinc;s for backcrround music . V/ashincrton 
has regret ttully used up its qnota for this r>roject for this year . 
I should know the verdict this week. 

I wrote .:.d:r. . Smith to - day and addressed the letter 
to Liverpool . I hope that is the proper address . It was interesting 
the way his sanes , or rather his sincrincr , improved as he e;ctused 
the idea . His chanties should be valuable , and his voice wa.s much 
better than I ex9ected . 

Kindest :reeards to all the family; it was so nice 
to see you alLagain . And many thanks for all you he.ve done for me . 

Sincerely yours , 



P . S . Miss Thomas looks welJ. ,and ha n jw.,t finished A. short story which 
she is mai ling to- day. I an sure she would want to be remembered 
t o you if she knew I was wri ting . 

f J 

-



De!'r Tom , 

25 ~~eHcastle St. , 
Dartmouth , N. S., 

De c . le/48 

1' .e ne-,, boolc on li:-ilifax is fascinetine 
I couldn 1 t :i11.t it d mm . In m.'1ny nays I 
thiflk ·[t is your best to d.?te , but thfl.t 
is ju:::-t my hill!l.bJ.e opinion . The nar 
cha:9tcrs actually ke:,::;t r:-;.E' n,• .. ck.s at nicht ; 
I h2d a ·11ays :re2lized our dcncer , but had 
neYer let r!lyfJelf dr:ell ur:,on it exce::,t in 
1942 i:rhen I uar.: :ceturnin__; from In6 iana 
and ,.,on66:red Tihat the :future mtiic;ht hold . 
The sin!cin,c; of the ship off George 1 r.:: 
Ipland is a vivid memo:ry .. Hrvin_; l)aen 
here you '.'fill realize t,1rit ,:e had a front 
seat , and hovr my deer fr-.ther enjoyed the 
shon! The uhole boo~: ir.._,Tesr:,ed 1e e~ 8~tch 
a uell bPl~nced sunnlinc up OJ one ··.-ho hns 
seen the :9icture clearly, 'lnd hufi di::itort-
ed none of -l-;he fccts . Tl-r·t hold::;; :for the 
e.qrl~r Or>ys: 8.8 '..7ell PS those ne remeL1ber . 

I ,·;i:Jh I h C. thou~;ht of -~r,..;aret Ell::; 
and John J';rtin --rhen you uere here . Xext 
tir1e I mu~ t u.s:i," the,, in to Pleet you he:i:-e . 

G:-cectin:-s Pnd ber;t 1 .. .-_i.shes to all the 



far!',ily . I CC...'1 3Ce yours bcin:.,; a 
merrr houcehold on ChristrrlR.s day . 

Sincerely yours , 

P . S . It mu~~t Oe true that ·:10ne11 lee_Ve the 
Y'.loct irn9ortcmt thin:..JJ :::'or the ~ostscript . 
I forc;ot tc tc ~1 you how proud I -'1m to 
b0ve a place in your biblioc;ra9h:r , even 
if it is only for he.vin 0 ooll.ected a 
bay1dy bc-llad ! Thanks . f.Q. 



NATIONAL MUSEUM 
OF CANADA 

Dear _Lorn , 

DEPARTMENT 
o, 

MINES AND RESOURCES 

MINES, l'ORESTS ANO SCIENTIFIC SERV ICES 

General DeJ.ivery 1 

CJ.ark ' s ~iabbor , 
Jn1y 18/49 

.ere is R0:1iethine for you and h(titi1 to chuckle over . 

1'.iaida Fr€nch riaid me a surprise visit , end we decided 
to e;o to see ..... rs . Richardson . '.le YTere sent to your friend De,rny 
Uickerson , end e :1.nked hin uhat he would charce , He Ol)ened with 
ten dollars , I looked a bit doubtful , so he Cf\l!,e dmm to eiEht . 
S011eho·1 he found we vrere writers , so he said , 0 Do you 1'"J1ov1 Tom 
'Radr'iall . 11 

11 0h ~res , " we said v,ith sreat enthusfa.sm. 

l ""/ell 1 ToM 1 s a c;re.P.t rier::ional friend of mine , and if you 
know ~ , 1011 J11aJrn it all ric;ht about the r,rice . 11 So he 
ll]ade it all ri ht by cht1rein:~ ns the sru,1e eicht dolJ.ars l 

Su.ch hero -.-,orshi:p ; all the Ylt?Y out on the boat , Tom this 
and 'l'om tht1t . Did yo. 1mm; lie hnd sumbitted RRddall e.s the name 
of his new c;randson , to be knovm familiarly af; Reddy? Then vrhen 
he heard the RicnRrdsons had the Seal Isl.?t.ncl r:;tory he hBd to see 
the article and explain , he lobster net f'eain , We Ylf.re hie:hly 
entertained , but our response d idn 1 t cain for us the expected 
price cut . '!herein would ~,ou se.~r we "Srred ? 

'"fe • re d8ep in foe to - day , and rode the oceE1.n yesterday in 
the sa :1e damp atmosy.ihere . JAy chief inf°r7:1nnt is one of the most 
grotesque !)eO!)le I have ever seen , cr!hpp,..ed from childhood , and 
vlith a huge head ancl the most disconcertine: b l ue eyes that poin t 
i n opposite o irections . 'I'o ·-•P.JJ: c'm-n e r-a t li in front of him 5ives 
the strane;est sensation . He is supp. sed t o have said that he h?..s 
t wenty - six Girl friends; that I am one of them and that he c ould 
have me for the askine; . 

This !)lace Gives me t'.1e e reeps , but how inter~st;i.ng the 
people ar~ . I'J.l hFlve lots to tell you no doubt if I c;o back 
throti.e:h L1ver,:lool . I did enjoy my br ief visit t 

a your house . Kindest 



Sincerely yours , 



DEPARTMENT 
OF 

RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT NATIONAL M USEUM OF CANADA 

Je, r C:di th an1 Tom, 

/olfvi l le , 
N. s ., 

J ,ne 8/52 

Twentv- five long -.,,~ars tonether . 
The 1 st time I sc>.w you I t."lou,..,ht vou se~med contented 
P,nouqh to tart another t.wenty- f Ive . f;ay that be so , 
~nd mav the sec0n,j jump be even hannie"r ttian the firs t. 

1.;y old "lan nP-'3r Chester sang 
sixtv- one s0n'1s in lec,s thcin two w~eks . Sixty-two 
really, 1iut I thou,..,t-it it discreet to erase the last 
one frofll the tape l I've just been li5tenin~ to the 
folk sonq proqram at six a1d heard three from my 
collectl.ons s· ng , akes it fe~l worth while . 

I 1 rn s 11pposed to 1 )e 1-iavinJ an 
interview for acl eans , but the correspond""?:nt had 

;::> h"'-en imbibinJ .ror sorre davs before I Joined hiTt at the 
Lord . elson for lunch . he looker at thrrrngh a 
haze - it ust 11ave b a haze - paid me a compliment,. 
and order~d chanpa1ne , Jy ca,acity is li~ited , so he 
dij his best tdl f"nish the bottle . I 1 d call t 1e whole 
thin~ off if it weren't that he miqht lose his job . 
-tp )arentl~r its a chronic ailm~nt and I feel sorr" for 
him, but Pierre Berton knew m d was onlv anxious for 
his storv. ;y fis ~rmen treat me with more rec::pect , . 
but don't tell hi11 l said so , 

1 1 ~ waitinq br~2thlessly fr the 
new novel . eanwhile how about that articl~ f')r the 
08.lhousie Review ] '~ have all July to r.o it in . 

Please say hello to TOT'" ,v and 
francie ; anrl 1th , I hope your an thouqf't you 
b~a1 tiful "!nou,..,7. to be tonsteii. in cl°!a"'lpaqne 0 

'it'1 war· "'St con ratul tions , 

f.....Q...__-t ~ 



I wr .. JJ iea '.OJJ'J ,.H\:lu~_; ... )1 \:oul ,1,:il.J"• to 
t'-ie n.e3tirte in ''oli!', ·: on t:-n 2lit'1 L I po:rnibl.t oould1 an:l 
!:' • l .. :.,~dt. .1 .. · _Jl ~-J..,l.c_; t.., W.CJ..;; . U,·/0.rJ:t ..:.t' '3 1L1,j;V3albl~ l.\ .. 
.Jo3 +,o ;.:r1'.~a e~o')l~1t->l;; ?()OiUva Ot'-i:n£:S!l'.,,,nta of thiq :dn•l• f'oi.· 
10, 'J!.'11 1, ; v :,..;o ") t 14.,'._,.-.1.,,._, , ,1 p.r.J,1.:i.:,c .... •Jl .• e.,;-,..,..-0. oi· ,,::i . lt·ht h,wo a &mw·J1~ru; malr.!.~ f:.ti ' lvn4r¾-cilo .:irlva 
1.,.:,._l,.;;Ji"-11. J •~1 -~ _,,.:•'...l :Ii i..J. ,,3;...;_,,,l,:)" ., •J , .. ,;,,..d WU 
to oc.w.c up ~rd '1U•..otre 111 :lO!. ') boo:C~ :or him, f'ni 1•.a. wr~ ting 
'•L.,: .I., ',.) ·~ "t .;,); ·~ ..,.i --",/ 1. :L "· ·,h .~ .. t,', • :1; 
't.1'J.er~ :U-d t 11a tw•.J 11i;rJ.e. Ji. t th.3 atcn3. if 'ull i_O&a w•Jll l 
,h ,J '1 1 tJ~ 1:• 1, ;..; ! :- ·1r ... J!· l."',.rL.,:-. ii.:.~~. ;:.:i_,~, m:i·o 'v :i::i. · ... ,.,s 
Jou 'tfto~ t111~ l onr tiJ.10 . ,.di.th :,rv":e'l;)lJ will OOl!la ..,.ith ;..,o 
+, • ~o '11 \ e. '"· • • • J .,'·.v11,>111t,;. 

'"'r,.1k. 'ill1S -irop;,od in ha1·0 e ~v'vl J,.y.; c,r,c t-1~il 
.-;ot • " ~~•~½ r l' ;:,o. l~nr: ._t i)l.·1 ·1:;.1 ,;JitJ1 . :'c t.ho,~ ,;f..int. ur. 
to "':ap-J 'c,blo in tl-•e hOi,)O of AltOirll Jo~GJ , ~111 t ,hU-.'lc O to 
_ ,r.:,otr"1'. ""• ..,•,J J.'. . .._;.J , ._v '!,·. ,,~,.. ~-u ....., .. nt. ,.:; ~·.;..;.. 
w'Jre _ •.r~r.,·tr,iou1 nve~<J9'\ on UP c,c . h~ t<llla r.i..e , !,.,;r.)co 
~·l ": 1 11 J~.OH f,,,:i L, :it, .. :C~,.~ • 

:hat. r. .fro 1rJ ,mo'.t juai. paet.1 r a1 ent l.wSt I r 
!~ C;.)Vj_l~J 1 in ·1 hv:n~:,c ::~i.;"'' at. · " . ...,::.., :1~;:. t-1~th ·throe 
co: .pn:donn, f)l·t.tln; bridw, ( J dC;.tai-t c: r .la) ani 8te.r.1r,c; 
o,1t. £>~, t.!1~ ~ont·n,.i....1~1 :-mli.. ,.t +,L.J od,d ~J.. .. ".lv:- uao:: _ .. ·,31t 
t?\U·C •~ ".:Oi.ll \ havo p.o.di'\lBd a ca;ioi.;. cloui• th~ t hree .;:.ilea of:' 
tr !l t,, ·'.'1e r:otor ;c,d n·. ";!.t... 'c.llu. i.3 .Lt. ,::i.• .. •n~1l!-~e.1. 
{or r .:t: or epl 1uihod' out t.o rI,,J" car , bur JenoJ. \'ii t h r1no, 
!~1 t:) Ja.01~ , h:..\'..:.:.·.:s!'I.-L: :m:,l :110,lpli\ .. h-1.i;, ;;,t1d ~.~.c;~:i1;Uiot, hc,w i'Q.:" 

'cr:h h::d to lue; hh tis.c;o:i.ze t.o tho i.rk. 
!\1,il t,t-,l .~',t,:,, ~.! .:.in, 



Dear Tom, 

DEPARTMENT o, 
RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT NATIONAL MUSEUM OP CANADA 

So pleased we are o 

26 1Jewca.stl St ., 
Dartmouth, N. S ., 

Nov . 5/53 

I m?ant to as~ you and ~dith if you could 
stay vi th me for the few days tr1at you 1 11 be up, 
and trien rememb?red that yr;u always like to stay 
with your nother . I see by your letter that she 
is now with your sister , and it maybe that they 
haven 't as much room . Says she hopefully . The 
JUcocks from the National 1.useum were t e last to 
occu:tDy "l~' spare room . It wou d adore to have you 
and .:;di th . 

Nith or without stayinq here , are there 
any friends 1 could ask in for you? Authors in 
ones, twos , or just executive ? Or friends who have 
no Piing to do \! !l. th the craf t 7 If you 1ve coming 
all this way we miqht as well 'ake it as fP-stive 
as we can . Tommy and franct s won 't mintt be ing 
parked fnr an extra night , or do t 1;ey keep house 
by thems lves? 

You kept me up till 12 . 30 Sundav reading 
Tide~, which says ev;e:::rything . I can't get 1t 
bac;{ td, the Library because the whole house is reading 
it . l thought i.t was a ost absorbing s t o r y . Pr oof, 
12 . 30 . ivio r e about rhat wf-ien you come . 

A 1 ?tter from Al ic e f,,ia c Kay asks if t he 
incomparable Hadi'a lts are going to Banff . They 're 
planning for~ he convention early . 

l really mean tha t I would love t have 
you and also to ha v e anyone in for you . Don 1 t say 
•1now \,ie mustn 't put h"c!r to any trouble ~' Just l e t me 
know wha t y1u wou 1 d most li ke ,. but rlon't order angel 
cake b~cause I can 1 t make it . 

Chee rs to all th~ family, 

~-



Dt.:PA!\TMl!NT 
o, 

NORTHERN AffAIRS AND N1\TJONAL RLSOURCES N!.110NAL MUS.l'.UM 0~ C!.N!,D.\ 

Dear Tom , 

.26 Newcas tle St ., 
Dartmouth , N. S., 

Nov , 14/56 

Your raw novel has been compl.:::tely ruining my nights' 
sleep . I'd keep thinking, 1 jus t.p ne more chapter , 1 and so the 
hours wo'Uld roll on to be paid for in h~avy lids the next day . 
Which of course \'.On 1 t displease you at all , a 1d to me was time 
well spent . You know your woodslas wel 1 as your sea . 

I think I told you some time ago that I was publishing 
a long playing re~ord, put out by Folkways of ~ew York , and 
that several of Mr . Smith's chanties would be on i t . Well the 
record is out now and will so on be available in the stores . 
The Bligh Rar:lio Vl'.at 200 Quinpool Roarl wil I be carrying it . I 
would like: t o make a gift of one to Mr . Smith , but there are 
so many poor folk on the r~cord to bG remembered that I have 
to draw the line somewhe r e . But a t least I can let him know through 
you that the record has been r<J.ade, and that his father's voice 
is on it. I hope he will be pleased with it , and I thank you 
again forfrnaking that evening's recording possib le . 

My book of ghost stories is g rowing da ily . 1 1ve been 
jotting them anwn si nee 1928,so there is a g reat variety of 
material . I have\h igh hope:s for it . 

f f you would send mP- Francey 's address I would love to 
h~ve her here some time . Love to Edith and congratulations on 
the fine new novel . 

Sincerely yours , 



Dear Tom, 

26 Newcastle St., 
Dartmouth,N.S., 

Dec. lZ/61 

kno w you a re a friend of Ma rtha 
Thoaas, and s o a m I, bu t I wonder if you 
realize h e r financial difficu lties. I always 
knew she roc!e clos e to the wind, but to 
suggest her to t he Canadian Writers' Founda-
tion n ev e r entered my stupid head. I've Just 
c ome back fro m Ot tawa wher e I spent a couple 
of da ys with t ne Don Thomson. Terry, as you 
know, lives, br eat hes, and dr ~ams of needy 
writers,and it wa~ sne who suggested that 
Ma rt ha would be eligible. As soon as I c am e 
back I got in t ouch wi th 111•rs. Jordon who 
bo a rds her, and then wr o te Ma rt ha he rs elf. 
ijer ca se i s prett y desperate. For one thing 
she ha s no i mmedi a te famil y . She has had flu 
and hasn't made a full r ec overy so she can't 
write. She pa y s $ 100 a month for room and 
bo a rd and s ome ti me s has drug bills of $ 70 a 
month which she can' t meet. She has kept up 
her boa rd bills al thou gh how, I can't i magine, 
al tho ugh h e r income from her writing has been 
steady/ She hdS ha d no new clothes for y ears, 
her hou sekeepe r te lls me, and needs s hoes 
which have t o be s pecially made f o r her lame 
foot. 

She mus t be very eligible,and I 
don't doub t this will go thr o ugh . so I wr ote 
and told her what wa s pending and asked a few 
que stions. uer l e tter was pretty jwnb led from 
the dep th of her emo tion and reli ef,and makes 
me feel pret t y weepy. 1 nww have to get a 
medical s t atement, and f erry thought it would 



help a lot if you would write a letter of 
r l?!commendation. l don•t know What you know 
about her circumstances. Perhaps nothing, but 
if she has ever talked to you about h e r 
affairs that would help. Probably more 
important would be an estimate of her work, 
its quality and so forth. Did you know t hat 
she once published a book,Stcrnalong Gert? 
It came out about the same time as Tugboat 
Annie which spoiled its sale, and is about 
Victoria Beach. 

1 feel sure t h i~ is som e thing you 
will be plea ~ed t o do, for I know you hav• 
made special trips to visit Martha. lf I am 
right will you address your letter to Mrs. 
D. W. Thomson, 90 Kenilworth Street, Ottawa, and 
it will be read by the Board. The idea having 
come from Terry in the first place, t h e r e is 
ev e rynpossibility that the ba ll will roll 
swiftly. Anjthow Martha knows he r fri e nds are 
working for her, and that should make a very 
diff e ren t Christmas for her. 

I ha d never r e alized before qul l e 
what t he Foundation could mean. Perhaps I 
should add that 1vlartha gets t he old age pen-
sion,and well-to-do friends ha ve been kind. 

Xours, 

{~ 
P.S. Anything to do with the Foundation is, of 
course, strictly confidential. 
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The Canadian Authors Association 

Dear Tom, 

Potron Hi, f>tce llency Mojor-Genero l G eorge P. Va nier, DSO., MC., CO. , 
Governor-G eneral o f Conada 

Affi liated with 
La Sodl!ti de, Ecrivain,Canadien1 

Direct reply to: 

26 Newcastle S t., 
Dartmouth , N. S. , 

Dec .1 2/63 

What a delicious s u r ori se . Last week I couldn't hea r The 
Serial , bu t to - ni gh t I planned everything so I cou l d list en . At the 
firs t unexpecta d no t e of music I l istene d i n t ently, and at t he end 
when Ka r en James sang tha t lovely song , ''He 1 s Young Bu t " I t ho ugh t 
a t first it was one of my versions , and then thou gh t no t, s o I was 
qu i t e unprepa red for t he we l come announcement at t he end say ing t ha t 
the ballads were . mine . Quite apart fro m my pe r so na l i nvo l vemen t , t he 
mus i c seeme d to ine most suitab l e , and I hope othe r s will rea li ze tha t 
our own folk music shou l d accompany our stories . I like d the one 
episode I 1ve seen . It looks .hl:ke a more p r ofessional t han in t he 
Costain story . This must be a g r ea t sa ti sfac t ion to you and 1 hope 
you are enjoying i t. 

You have probably seen by the papers t hat we a r e offering 
$ 1000 for new ly r ics fo r the Map l e Leaf -forever, a g if t from Gordon 
Thomp son . I don t know whether you s aw George Sa lve rson on televis i o n 
the othe r ni gh t , but I felt he ' d g iven it to o negative a n approach , and 
tha t is why Gordon and I concocted a s tat emen t for t he papers wh i ch 
came out as a Canadian Press interview . This p romises to be qu i t e a 
lot of fun . One e ntry the othe r day ended by saying she hoped we all 
would live ''li ke map l e l eaves to ge the r . '' This mi ~h t be an idea for a 
new valentine; will you be my map l e leaf? 

Will Bi rd ha s no doubt written to as k you t o tak e pa rt in 
the convention in J une j i t wou ldn ' t he r iqh t without you . Except for a 
few inci den ts I must s ay being president has been a n expe ri e nce 1 
wou ldn't have missed fo r anyt hing . Muc h ha rd wo rk , mostly in c orres -
po ndence , bu t t he Au t ho r an d Bookma n is i mp rovi ng all the time (that 
began be fore my term) and we now have an editor fo r the Poet r y Mag a -
zine who promises to lift t ha t to its pro pe r heights . The e xecut i ve 
has been loyal an d faitlnful in attending meetings , and when I r e t i re 
in June , I think Fred Swa~ze will be prepared to ta k e over , and he 
shoul d be qood . Like Don Thomson and me , he real ly c a res about t he 
Association . I've made verv good f ri ends throu gh it , and can point to 
ma ny times when it has helped me . We all look forwa rd to t he time when 
you wil l be one of us aga in . 

Good luck t o t he serial and wha teve r e lse you are work ing ~ 
now , and accept c , ngratulations not from me only, but from all our 
memb ers who wil l be wa tc h in g fr om coast to coast . 

Lov2 to Cdi th,and all best wi shes, 

{__.A,_ 
Na tional President 



DEPARTMENT OF NORTHERN AFFAIRS AND NATIONAL RESOURCES 

Dear Tom, 

26 l'.ewc as t le St., 
Dartmouth, N. S , , 

Feb , 19/64 

h~ve been t yp i ng ou t a story Jim Howe of Annapo lis 
Roya l ga ve me a few years ago . lt deals wit h 1n d i ans tapping 
ash trees to select those wi thout kno ts fo r mak i ng baske ts . 
They were asleep on a hi 11 top when they were awakened by t he 
noise of tappinq coming from t he trees in the middle of the 
n i gh t and for some reason this so terrifie d them that even the 
young boy wit~~~ screamed and the dog howled - nd they left 
the p lace in• • It would seem to be a forerunner of dea th, 
and the oldest member of the li ttle pa rty did die a few months 
l ate r . 

Jim thought this h, d something to do with the creation 
my th that Gloo scap shot arrows in t o t he trees and younq Indians 
stepped forth , but I can 1 t see any connection . Kay Hi l l has never 
come ac ross any such belief , and I wonde red if you W~lili El :ii: had . 
I 1m working on a book of Popu l a r del i e fs and Su pe rstitions , and 
wo ul d li ke to i nclu de this s t o ry, so any l i gh t we c an throw 
upo n the reac tion of these people to t he so und of tapping from 
the trees would be a valuab le addi t io n . The t App in g was the 
same sou nd the lndians t hems ~l ves made when they tapped . 

•/oul i y?y be li eve that I 1v e never h d a wo r d from the 
CBC abo ut the musi c used fo r the Winqs of Nig ht ? However I belong 
to Capac , and h ve asked them to look i n to it . There ought to be 
a nice fee await i na me t here . I enjoyed the series very much a nd 
saw n~a rly a ll of it . The James are here now, a n d we are wonde ring 
about the 1mistak e i n t he c o u r troom s cene that you mentioned a nd 
we cou ldn t spo t . Did anyone, and w i l l you enlighten us? 

All good wishes to you and Ed ith, 



secen:ber 15/6J 

!Jeor "elen: 

The inspiration 'or tlova Scotia folk sane music 
in "Vin3s or Ilicht 11 really beloncs to Ron 'eyr.ian . the dir-
ector of t he TV fill,, and his playwright . : ctually I was 
not consulted on tho TV script , except on ono or- two minor 
poir,ts . bdeed the otan:fard contract on , is r equired to 
sicn , on selline the r ights in a story, contains a clause 
to the e!'fect that the author will have no say 1n the film 
or TV production. 

This is , of course, the standard practice of tho mot.ion pic-
ture businoss, evolved £rool a long e~r.6:llnce of book auth<rs 
screa'ling t:Urder whenever their otory iS 'twisted or mutil-
ated to suit tbe fill, pla;ywricht . Actually, 1f the film 
people bad consulted oo oore , I could have saved them several 
lxld boners, including one that -- when detected - makes a 
farce of the courtroan t r ial, 1<?hicb is the pri.~le part 
of the story . It will be i"'lteresting to see how many people 
do detect the atuchronis:l:, 

On the ~hole the play nnd the direction wore very eood, and 
the cn.otini was exce1lont . I eo"'. fess I was dubioos when 
t e~ia.n informed me that "a f'olk- singer named Karen James" 
would pl:ly the part of Tally in m: story. rowevor when 
l sa-..r l'.iss James on location hero for the outdoor shots I 
was ~te happy about tho choice . ...,uite a.part trttJ her 
sincin~ talent ( a talEmt I ha.d not given Tally in 11\\' story) 
oho had c,actly t he ca,bimt1<"1 of health:! good looks end 
rather sby cha?T.1 of the person I had L11 mincJ. ., and she played 
the part beautit'ully. 

The film device of havin:; ,,ell hear her singing a .. ova cot1a 
:folk ballad before actually seoi.ne her . arrl the use of hor 
son;; as ooti!' ~sic tor t he opening . fitted the story wel.l 
1ndeed, and the a.cknCMledi;cr..ent to yru was not only graceful 
but the proper thing to do. 

I have not hoard f'rcn ·ill Bird abO"Jt the convention. next 
June . ',s you knew, l have never l1kcd the notion of anyone 
( including me) pontificatin;:; about the literary art . Art 
corr.es by instinct, and no one can lay dc,t,m rules for it 
without betraYiJlc: himsolf as a stuf£od r..hirt or a .fooL. I ' ve 
seen and heard too much of that when out.hors and wo.ild-be 
nut: .. ors meet • 

..di.th joins me 1n greetines . 



Feb . 21 , 19(,l;, 

I ntl1er i:ieard of tapping au ash (or orr,1 othor troo) to i"ind out 
ti" it had knots , beca-.ise there would 00 a v1.31bla 31g.i of 3"J.ch knots on the 
surface . :i:'ve we.tched an Ind:l.ai1 s~lootil~ ~leal~ ash -.-10.xl f-:;r baJkots and for 
ax handles, a.'ld all he diJ was t<:, walk a.rwnJ ·th~ tree lcokir:g at the trunk 
as far up as the bi·anches. 

However , quite apart i'rom that , I thi.nk J1m Howe ' s otory is a variant of an 
old and wiuely heL supe:i.-at1t1un .l.J1~bt t.l'~ !':1.:..r.aco . &:>!au:-_..";?.! 1.1 tl}e foreat , 
t hey "-OUld hror loud era.eking sounds , a3 if' so-ne ghostly ax-man was busy 
folllng a tree . 'Then they w-oulci !,ear the crash of tt-.e. tree fe.lllng . It was 
reckonod very ba.J. luck hear K::~lCL'NCCG' .. 'hJIT - 0 THE INVISID~ T"tIBE FEI..l..ZR." --
and 1 have aaaro one ar two !·:ioo.acs dc,ol,;i,.rci ths.t do.:.th follok."tld in their 
far.ilico after haat"ing t.~se S"'1.ll'lds . The sounds were always heard on n calm nieht . 

I t-.av£: heard these sounds nwsal.f, and so has every wood.SI!Jal.n. An old dead tree 
that ha.s be,-ou t1i..anJiue £or gtif1er-..:.tiono, ~c-c1inut. clll wind.a . SOl"EMJnes re:inhes 
the end of its endurance in t he r.d.ddl.0 of a ca1r.? night . In other words the 
r ot at tlie Ol:l.se , 01· in u:oue veUk opot f'n1.,......hor up th,'.) t runk. f'~..n,i.11.y eats away 
the la.at fibre::i that 1.eep the treo f irit.l.y m•a~t . As t ha rot i s uSU3lly deeper 
on one side , the fa•oo be~.luo .:.0 tot.to~~ in that di:-ection . A.a :\.t eoes farther 
nnd f'arther you ho::.r the:! loud cr·;;.cks or t he re:1Aining s0W1d wood giving way. 
arxl i:.heu i:.l.1e \!1"'.aah . Ti1e-.·a we~"O no !'a:ta.J.itios 1."1 !f!:J !'ardly within years art er 
heQ.ring tr.ose sOtl?li,;W; out of course I'm not sa.per stitious! 

In ''Lc.;ends oi. the 13.ctiacs11 by O:il..'.-;.s f.mxi (1,;ho started his lm.g rd.ssionary 
carcor D.r.tone the i·:lcmacs hara in Qu88nl3 Count y) you will find a rootnote at 
the bottom of !)('ge 387 deGcribing briefly the inv1.sibl.e tree-f'eller, and 
glvincr him an alternative name , WEDOOASK'u1JCOJW1::JIT , vhi.ch is merely a diff-
erence: of dialect . In R£.ncl's "Dj.ctior.ary or The Lcngutlge of' the l•a .cmac 
Indians" . page 108, he gives tbs name as KF.ASKUNCOGWEJIT ani adds still 
another vc.riant , KOO.-\SKtmOCC\•.t;JIT. All mean tho S3ne thi."lg . 

lilit h rezard to the TV version c€ "\~1ngs of Night1' . the error uas not JW.n1.fest 
to most viewers because o.pplrently most of the court~ acenes ended on t he 
cutting- r-oc,m floor ; a t uny 1~ate vory 1.ittle of the t rial was shown . Anyone 
who hac:! read the book , and knew aonething about r ifles , would have spott ed 
t he error nevertheless . 

As I ' ve suid , I ;,,..:iba 1t consulted on the script nor on tho production . Hence 
such mattera as t he backeround music were outside my ken , and I don ' t kn.ON 
where you stand lr1 your claim far .,, fee . It will be interesting t o see . 

Saw you on Froot Page Ch&.llen:;;,e \.he other nie;.."lt and enjoyed the show. Borton' s 
ready parcxiy of O Canada made me wonder (r.ot f'or the first time) how much of 
FR: i s really ad lib. 

Cheers . 



Dear Tom, 

26 Newcastle St., 
Dartmouth, N.s., 

Feb.27/77 

I 1 ve just finished reading your Memoirs ,and as I went along I jotted 
down memories of my own. I had never heard the place where the blind sister was 
letJt to drown called the Blind Sister Ledge. I think it was my '-'Lady of the 
Legends' ' CBC documentary that has a Sambro fisherman telling that story ,and 
a singer named Betty Belmore made a very good song up about it. 

Miss Hoyt. Dear Miss Hoyt. My brother Terry and I trudged all the way 
over there for years and took part in her recitals. I always felt sorry for ~ r 
because she seemed to have so few of the pleasure,....s of life. But t~e were fond of 
her. 

You mentioned your study. I remember on my first visit being shown 
it and being so interested in where you worked. Then I thought of:. our trip to 
Eag~e Head and Mrs . Joudrey: Ka:t}na? I think that is what you c~lled_her. How 
serious she was about her w1.tch1.ng . And Moose Harbour. I have a nice picture of 
you and Edi th there. It must have caused you great grief when the fire came. 

The Merkels were good friends of mine too. I saw a lot of them at 
Granville Ferry when I was working the Victoria Beach shore. And I remember James 
Gillis in Halifax,but I remember him better when I recorded him in front of his 
property at Lake Ainslie. His entrance was barricaded prci bably because his house 
was too dirty to be shown to visitors. And to see him standing out on the road 
sawing away on his fiddle and then singing with his eyes tight shut,and reciting 

''Miss Ma c Ka y:· It was one of the :most comical things I've ever seen,he was so 
deadly earnest. 

Evelyn Tufts. The last time I saw her was on the train at Digby. She 
was dressed to tee nines,and looking most flamboyant in striking contrast to the 
well tailored person I was meeting. I knew her in Wolfville too when she and 
Robie lived together. 

Frank Willis, a good friend. We worked on a number of things together 
in the early days of the CBC . What a lot of changes w've seen in our time. 

I hope you are well and thct" t your eyesight has improved. I often 
think how kind you and Edi th were to me on my visits to Liverpool. What will 
you do with yourself now if you are not i~ri ting? 

Best wishes, 



March 2, 1977 

Dear Helen , 

Thank you for your i nteresti n~ letter , We have i ndeed lived 
t hro\l#lh much the same time and known many of t he same people. 

Re ~ard i n~ the Bl i nd Si s t er rock off Sambro, I chuckle every time I 
hear or read about t hat si l ly l egAnd of the blind woman fastened to 
t he rock and left m t o drown . As t he Bl ind Sister i s permanently under 
water , even at low t i de , it would be interest inR t o know how the 
fastening was done . 

The nautical fact of the matter i s t hat t here are several rocks i n 
a row , more or less , of f Sambro , and seamen hav e l ong known them 
as The Sisters . All but one are c los e to the s urface , and the sea 
br eaks on them and makes t heir presenc e vis ible . The outermost rock 
i s deeper and much more dangerous becaus e the sea doesn ' t break on it , 
a nd many shi ps have been wrecked there . 

Seamen call it the Blind Si ster in much the same s ense as a modern 
motori st referri ng t o a blind cor ner or a blind al l ey , Back in 196? 
Bil l Harper of t he CBC got some wonderful film shots of a big ship 
hard aground on t he Blind Sister in a heavy s ea . Every wave t hat hit 
t he shi ~ sent spray as hi gh a s the mast head , I was working with Bill 
on a f/ijlm about Halifax ( "A City ' s Story") a nd we used some of the 
shots , and wi s hed we had room for more . 

You ask about my health , In general it ' s very good , hut I ' m havi ng 
troubl e with my ey~s i ght , Had a ca taract removed from my teft eye 
last s ummer , and in April I mus t return to the hospital for a s i mi lar 
operation on the rio:ht, 

The operat ion itself is nothing , I dread the long weeks of rec overy 
in which I ' m unable t o read properly , a nd then the longer period of 
getting used to a new thick lens i n my gla sses , Si nce the operation 
las t August I haven' t been abl e to drive my car , 9r even to walk 
outd oors wi th ease and c onfidence . The new l ens makes the ground look 
much nearer than i t really i s , and consequent ly I walk somewhat l i ke 
a sailor with three sheet s in t he wi nd , not knowi ng exactly when my 
f o~t will fetch up , As t he fel l ow sai d t o the hangman , "It takes an 
awful lot of getting used t o , w I t r i ed cont act l enses but couldn ' t 
manage them , 

When my eyes i ght has recover ed suf f ic i ent ly I shall resume r esearch 
i nto Nova Scotian hi stori cal matters , add i ng the papers to the coll-
ection now in Dalhousi e Li brary , 

With my regards , /-? 

'j~{' 
Mi s s Helen Cre i ghton 
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