
The ' ar cannot be i g nored , any more than i ts issue can be 
for ecast with certain voice . I t will hang like a pall over the liv es 
of all of us f or months or years . If that pall is to be lifted from t he 
human race , i t will be by the U11i ted effort of men vn. t h the will to 
conquer , and t he manhood to d ie, and of women wi th the nobility to 
i nspire, the cour age to endure , and t e zeal to· pray . 

And so for go od or i l l I shall speak to you of some a s pe cts of 
the ·war which a ffe ct us ere , ren ot e though we are fron the s cenes of · 
c onf l ict and the c hance of i nv asion . Like all who give any thought to 
t he present catacly sm and its a fte rmath my wo rds mus t be sombre and 
"sickl i e d o ' er with the pa l e cast o f thought" ; but they will not be , I 
trust , words of g l oom unreli eved by a trusting faith and a firm ho pe . 

For wha t t hen do we fight? How must we comport oursel ves in 
t he fi ght? And how must we make use of victory 1hen it comes? 

First to look ah ead to the Peace . ": 'le can take comfort in the 
thought that Peac e will come as it a lways has . If Peac e corn.es through 
our v anquishment e shall have little to s ay in its terms . So l et us 
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assume that Peace will come to us a s victors . How shall we discharge the burdens it will i mpose? Vhat terms shall we i mpose upon the vanquishedJ \Jhat contrivanc es shall we set up ~or the maintenan ce of t he Peace we have won? 

In the l ast var we fought with the comforting certa inty t hat with Victo r y for our arms , all future problems could easily be settled a round the Conference Board, and t hat measures could easily be t aken which w:mld outlaw war forever as an instrumen t of nati onal policy and , in particul r , make t he world safe for Democracy. Ve rewrote the map of Europe , we all owed for self- determination of eopl es, vre set up t he Le ague of Nat ions , we destr~yed the armaments of thee erey, we substituted c onciliat ion for the arbitrament of war , we p r eached he ec onomic folly of war and so on . We did everything which occurr ed to • e minds of statesmen horrified by 'l:ra r and determined to preven t its repetit on. 

Neve rthele s s .as we now know to our disillusiomnent~ our Victory , so dearly bought , di d not yield Permanent Pea ce . It yi e lded only an rmistice during which all these contrivances for peace, and all the · sedulous cultivation of the Vill to Peace, and all the proofs we gave of our own desire for the outlawry of war, were to fail utterly . 
I n the two decades which fo l lowed rn saw the internal col l apse of the old o r ders i n Russia , I taly and Germany a.~d"'the ir ruins the establishment 

of Communism, Fascism and Naziism. These"'were decades which s aw the 
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emergence t o domination of parties g iven over to t he methods of mass- murder, 
co~centra t i on c amps , relig i ous and racial purg es , and to the deni a l of all 
human rights conf'licting wi t h the Moloch of the St ate . These were decades 
of undecla r e d wa r s and of subjugation of s mall and innocent nations ; 
decades which have culmi nated a t l as t i n a g reat Via r which has brought to 
naught all that we ha d sought to s ecure, and had though t secured. 

Is i t any wonder t hen t ha t a great .Am.er i can magazine 
r ecently moved to say " There i s in Europe today a war tha t ha s no 
of peace . Who , fo r instance even if giv en absolute power, could 
peace pl an vii th any possible arrangement of bound aries and spheres of 
i n fluence which would s a tisfy all :parties, or , f or t hat mat ter, do ju tice to 
more than half of them? Whethe r the war ends i n victory for the or 
for Germany , or even in a stalemate, who will be siltisf ied? Who wi 
secur e? Unless some new i deal is born, the best that the world can 
f or is armistice, for a year , ten years >or like the l ast one , twenty- a e 
years". 



4 

We fight t hen i n the ult i mat e sense for Victor y as a means to 
Permanent Peace . We do so ·without t he old certitude tha t Victory will 
ensure lasting Peace . Neverthe less, fi ght we must for Victory , as the 
means of ensuring to mankind the opportunity to a ttempt by Reason - guided 
by rfor al Law - to fashi on a world i n which the anned mi g ht of any nati on 
s hall be i n capable of bring i ng upon ~ •1 the barbarity of Vvar as ve now 
know it. 

I n the more i mmediat e sen se we fi ght for ~ i ctory, a victory 
which will ensure our survival; and a victory which will mean not merely 
the end of a wa r of aggre s sion , but t he end of a reign of terror. 

How we s hall fight i s for our gene r a ls and statesmen to tell 
us . It i s f o r them to recast their menta l attitudes, to adapt t heir 
methods to the ne v con ception of warfare the enemy has forced upon us . 

We entered this war v,ri th t he thoug ht that Democratic peoples 
dedicated to the pursuits o f Peace, g iven a fe v y ears, could match i n 
destructive and defensive c a:ra, city a g r eat and mili tant power, with a v,ar 
ma chine fabricated over year s of feveri sh and purposeful prepara t i on , 
and s e t in motion without wa r ning . This was a danger ous p ilosophy ; for 
democracies have never been as efficient i n the initial stages of 1ar as 
di ct~ ~-? ... J:'Tna tions . Now it a ppe a rs as ve may not be g iven the years of 
grace"Tto put us on a bas is necessary to a totalitarian war. 'de have 

' I\ 



5 

discovered t e fatal difference between National Resources and ·Fighting 
Stren th. Already , though belatedly , Great Britain has been forced to 
abandon that philosophy and to recognize tha t defeat must be averted i n the 
i nitial stages mf victory i s to come in t he end . Byte nos t revoluti ona ry 
step in i ts constitutional history the Gov er nment has been g iven absolute 
power to conscript a 1 persons , all property and al l ene rgy in the nation al 
effort . Great Britai n has become a war- time dict atorship , a dictatorship 
whic , however],: preserves the democrat ic principle .:.n t hat the Gover nment 
remains subject to the control and criticis ,1 of the people ' s representatives . 
To this extent we min i mi ze the delays which democratic ei'fort involv es and _ 
enable quicker and more w.1i fied effort . We · still require time , however , in 
which to bring t e w ole we i ght of our resources to a war- time f ocus . 

I t is in th i s period rhic 1 lies i mm.edi a telJ before us, t hat ·re must 
excel the enemy i n t he i ntangibl es of cha r acter, courage and fortitude , as 

at present he exce:ts us i n prepa redness and i n t . e tangible thin6s of war. 
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I believe we c an so excel him, and in the end aefeat him, if we keep constantly i n view vhat it i s ve are fi ghting for, and if ·ve cultivate a certain state of mind . 

For what do e :fight ? Our own PrL.'lle Ui n i s ter has de cla red h i s belief "that only by t he destruction of l az iisr.1 and the resistance of rut 1less aggression can the nations of t e British C.ommonwe t h hope to co nt i nue to enj oy t he liberti es , ich are t .eirs under the Bri tish Crown , and the world i tself be spared a descent i n to a ne v and t e rri ble age of barbarism" . 

The British rime Minister has decl ared his gove r nment ~s resofuution " to wage yar until victory i s \TOn , and nev er to surrender our-selves to servitude and s hame whatever the cost and the agony may be ; ...• (and that) ... The British and French have advanced to rescue not only Europe but mankind from the foulest and most soul - des troyinc tyrrany which has ever darkened and stained the pages of h istory" . ese · a i es do not fi ht alohe f or , as Mr . C urchill says , "Behind them gather a group of shattered states and bludgeoned races - t e Cze chs , t 1e oles , the No rwegians , the Danes , t e Duthh , the Belg i ans , u pon all of ·,hom t he l on , n i gh t of barbarism will descend , unbroken by a star of hope , unless v,e conquer , as conquer we must , as conquer we shall" . 



? 

Put ot erv.rise , vre fi ght against a concept of civilization whi ch 
deifies the State, and rhi ch subordir~tes all human v a lues of reason , 

freedon , personality , and conscience to t e one ca rdina l virtue of 

obedience tote pagan Caesar of a total i t arian State. Ve fight against 

it , moreover , because it is dedica ted to establishing its sway over evecy 
natio n of the ·world i:•1hom it c an ov ercome by force of arms and bruta lity. 

-.'le figh/ i t because its vict9,ZY me ans the ~ ructi on of all religion s 
which f e cognize t he spirityc{l value of m;rfl. 

"On ce more .the nations go 
To meet a nd break and bind 

crazed and driven foe" . 

Into what frame of mind , i nto what temper of soul must e 
> 

put ourselve f or thi s struggle? 

I think that first we shoUld recall with g r atitude that h i story 

tells us tha t our race has met and repelled t he threat of conques t before , 
once i ndeed within our 0 1m vivid memory . Befo r e tha t , our forefath ers 
ha d f a ced and repel led t he march of Napoleon . Perhaps we ca n do no bett er 
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than to adopt , noyv, the attitude •;hi e h they adopted , th~n , as expressed 
by ,lilli am Pit t in 1803 : 

"We oug ht , to have a due sense of the magnitude 
of t he danger with which we are t hreatened; we ought to 
meet i t i n t a t temper of mi nd which produces just confidence , 
which neither des pises nor dreads the en emy ; and while on the 
one side we ac curately estimate the danger with whi ch we are 
threaten ed a t this awf 1 crisis , we must recollect on t he 
other hand ·wha t it i s we have at stake , what it i s we have to 
contend for . It is for our property , it is f or our liberty , 
it i s for our i ndependence , nay, for our existence as a nation ; 
it is for our ch aracter , it is for our very name a s Englisbmen , 
it is for eve r ythi ng dear and v aluable to man on t his side of the 
g rave ." 

It goes without s ayi ng t hat vrn must respond i n unstinted a ction 
to whatever demands are made upon us by our Government . What i s of equa l 
i mportance , however , i s that we develop reserves o f fort i tude , UJ.a~~ wh ich we 
can draw, alike for calmness in the face of calamitous news , andr tn e moral 
streng th to endure t he personal shocks and sorrows which may beset us . We 
must , as Kipl i ng said in 1914 : "Fa ce the naked days 

In silent fortitude , 
Through perils and dismays , 
Renewed and re - renewed . " 



That fortitude has never failed to come before , and it wil l not 
fail us in this hour , i f vrn remembe r the justice of our caus e , and the 
utt e r necessity of i ts triumph i f Christian civili zation is to survive . 

bove all i t will not fail us if we have constant trust i n Hi m who is a God 
of Mercy and Justice . 

We have had ample demons tration of the ruthlessness of the foe , 
and of hi s determina tion t o enslave the bodies and minds and souls of al l 
humanity . As we watch his appr oach to the homes of our fathers we must 
never doubt tha t Rig ht 1as we see it ,will triumph over hideous Wr ong . 
We must shake off t he paral yzing eff ects of his rapid victories o ver 
l esser peoples , we must not bovr down be fore the spectacle of his .enormous 
eff iciency , we must not enervat e our r esolution by panic~ dread of fifth 
columnism, we must bear with unshaken equanimity alike the clamour of 
propaganda and the inner gnawi ngs of uncer tainty . 

~e mus t bear c onstantly in mind the deep truth of the poet ' s 
s aying that "the c oward dies a thous and deaths , t he brave m.r·n dies but 
once" . As the human spirit treads t he dark road which lie s ahe ad let us 
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seek unremittingly to keep the l amp of reason., and t he t orch of f aith , burning 
as brig htly a s possible i n our minds ~and in our he art s . Let us cherish all 
the ach iev ements ,and all t he ide als of f r ee gov ernment ,wi t h which our · 
anc es tors have endowed us . Le t u s i n thi s hour when t hey are i mpe r ill ed , 
s ay -

" This i s our herit ag e 
And he re do we engage , 
Each man unto his son 
Intact t o pass i t on ." 

Le t us , whe n some batt l e is sue s i n defeat say , wi t h ilil t on v 

" That though t he field be l ost ? 
11 i s no t lo st ; t h ' inconquerabl e wi ll , 

And cour age never to submi t or y i eld . '' 

Let us nev er doubt t he capac i t y of t hos e i n the i mmediate ba t t l e- l ine s 
to bea r the enormi ti es of pagan wa r fare . We hav e t he testi mony of t he 
hi s t or i an , Vins ton Chur chi l l >to t ie val i ant spir i t of ma n i n t he lat e war , 
who "met the awfu l agony ri th new r es erves of fo r ti t11g~ . Agai n and ag ain 
to t he hi deous bomba rdment , again and ag ain from the hospita l to t he f ront , 
aga i n and a ga i n to the hungry su bmarines , he strode un f l i nc hi ngl y . And 
withal as an indi v i dual, pres e rve d t hrough t ese tor ments t he gl ories of a 
r ea sonabl e and compa s si ona t e mind" . Tor ments like unto these , an. d 1,vors e , 
must our warriors endure t oday . The le ast they can expe ct from us i s the 
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knowledg e that , lilrn the:qi , we a re bearing our allotted share of the 
burden ttin silent fortitude", ·without panic , without dismay , and rith 
faith in them an d confidence i n God . 

We must carry on i n t ~e faith that " to a nation t he white 
escutcheon of unsullie d morality i s as priceless as to an individual " , 

and i n t he ho pe that before long every nation will be firml y convin ced 
-uJ. t he Sermon on the Mount was infinitely more than " t he id ll?. chatter of 

a thoughtless Man" . 
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