
Dear Dx• Raddall: 

209, Spring Garden 1rerrace , 
Halifax , N. s . , 

March 24th , 1965 , 

I ' alwaVs get rattled on Long Distance -- it ' s not 
just m'r Scottish ancestr,r , but the idea of time being 
J;lj.easured inexorablV in dol l ars and cents! ( }lease excu s e 
11 v 11 out of alignment ) 

1.rhank You for agreeing to be one of mv referees . 
The others are Phirllis BlakeleV and Helen Creighton. I 
thought that You , besides being a f'iction writer and an 
historian , would q::, preciate more than most people the diffi -
culties in getting a living who11v from writing . 

This is the situation . I expected to live this Vear 
mainlv on the proceeds from a second television serial . CBC 
has now cut off the progx•am for budget reasons , fill.d I am 
left with three rewrites of the first two episodes , which is 
no good to anvone . Of course I shall go on writing single 
scripts for radio and TV on speculation , which usual l v means 
a lot more writing than selling! I wouldn ' t mind this if 
I had not also had requests recentl,..,. for books for ,,.oung 
people , for I cannot now afford the time to research and 
write them . 

Dodd 1-lead wants another collection of Glooscap tales 
eventuallY and I have about twenti.- new ones roughed out . 
However , theV won ' t want this at once , since tbe-u- are just 
bringing out mv second ( short ) book called BADGER THE 
MISCHIEF N.AKER and it seems theV can use onl"'" !bhe Indian book 
a Vear . Tbei.r would look at a book on JOHN CABOT right awa' r 
though . I ive alread'~ submitted an outline and sample 
ehapters and I know there I s going to be a lot mo re 1-·rt:;iading 
to do on this controversial subject , and a great deal of 
background to get up -- for instance , Vent,it e during tbe 
Renaissance ( how did the boV Cabot get his schooling , for 
instance? ) then ph,.rsical details of Spanish , Portuguese , and 
English ports of the time , beliefs , manners and dress of 
the age , plus a thorough stuav of earrr ships and navigation . 
You 1-10uld tmow of course what all this would involve , leaving 
no time for earning dailY expenses . 

Wow , besides , McMillan of Canada suggests I do a 
biographV of !-IA.DANE LATOUR for the Great Stories of Canada 
series . This too would mean a great deal of stud '"r and some 
travelling - - to Boston and Saint John , possib l -u- to Quebec 
and Ottawa . · 

I hadn ' t thought of a9plVinc to C~ada Council until 
the other da'T when a friend put one of th Sir progr81'llUe s into 
m'r hands , and it seemed to me that I might qualif'V . I wrote 
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and asked if' I was eligible and, if so , in what categorv . 
The\r sent back forms f'or CategorY 4a ( Senior Arts ) re -
marked CategorV 10 (a special emergencY categorY) - - it 
seems tbeir other CategorY 10 forms are designed more for 
academics than for c1°eative artists . Thev tell me that if 
I let them have the completed forms back , with all support - --
i ng documents and lettem from referees bV April 1st , theV 
ma7T be able to exar1ine mY request f'or presentation on 
June 1st, othe1°wise I shall have to wait until Fall. So 
would You be good enough to get the letter off bV t he end of 
the week? I enclose the form and a stamped , addressed 
envelope -- and thank ,rou verv much again , for taking this 
trouble on mV behalf . 

Hope Your work goes well . M, .. best to Mrs . Raddall , 
and I ho pe if' :"ou two ever get up this waY , Vou won ' t pass 
mv door without coming in . I hope the tVpewriter man gets 
heie soon, or this 11 v 11 will jump right of'f' the machine ! 

Sincerer•~ 



Dear Dr . Raddall: 

209 , Spring Garden Te rrace , 
Halifax , N. s . , 

June 17th, 1965 . 

I 'm terribly sorry to bother you again , 
but woul d you referee me again? 

The Canada Council replied that they 
were S'Y'I'tlpathetic to my appl ication but felt that in 
my own interes ts it would be better to apply to the 
Centennial Commission, promising to adv ise them that 
any application from me would receive the support of 
their judges . 

The Counci 1 seems to have left the doo:r 
open , if the Centennial Connnission ' s response is un-
favorable , since they say 11The Counci l would be in-
terested in knowing the outcome of your reques t to 
the Commission , or if be cause of the nature of ·your 
books - - directed as they are to young peop l e -- there 
is any undue delay in your receiving a decision from 
the Commission . 11 

So it looks hopeful in the long run . 
But oh the de lay ! 

I will be very gratefu l to you then if 
you can spare the time to f i l l in and forward the 
enclosed , and thanks in advance . (I bear-Barbara 
Grantmyre choso the aame three referees -- poor you ! 
And Helen and Ph jllis!) Why don 1 t you apply and use 
us as referees? Or , prefe rably, drop in for a 
drink or a meal with me sometime when youand Hrs . R. 
are in Halifax? 

Sincerely yours, 



Dear Dr . Raddall: 

209 , Spring Garden Terr ace, 
Halif'a.x , N. S., 

August 14th, 1965 . 

You ' ll be interested to know what ' s 
happened in all this grant- appl ying , I expect ! The 
Centennial Commission turned the application d01m on the 
ground s tha t there were so many others t So , a s instructed, 
I noti£ied the Canada Council and today Dbc~ived a l et~er 
saying the y would give me $2000 plus $185 £or travel - -
it 1s l ess than I asked for , but I ' m not complaining L I 1m 
clucky to ge t that much, I think, and it means that arter 
I get clear of some radio work to which I ' m connnitted, I 
can get do~m to some book-writing, h 1ray , h ' ray! So 
thank you again , Dr . Raddall, for your kindness in 
refereeing me . I hope you ' ll be gl ad too that your l abor 
wasn 1 t wasted ! MY second children ' s book is just out, but 
I have no extra copies at the moment -- when I have , I 
shall send one along t o you , ho ping yo u can make a pl ace 
on you1• shelf for some child ' s literature ! 

Yours sincere l y , 
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