
Mr .Thomas H. Racldall , 
Liverpool , 
Nova Scotia . 

Dear Mr . Re.ddall : 

Box 24-:? , 
Thorold,Ont . 
November 1 1940 . 

A week or so ai!o I ha.::. the pleasure of readin3 
your story 11 Blind McNair 11 in the Saturday Evening Post of a f ei,,, 
weeks back . I hesitate to use superlatives tut I think this story 
is a masterpiece . 

I n 1 t you he.ve succeeded in Duilding up and 
maintaining a mood with great success . But the mo2t outs"'.::ar.dint: 
point I thought , ,·•as the way you handled. the 11 love element 11 • I t 
seems to me that the situation as you buil t it up could have 
ver? easily led. you on to a w re orthdox finish . I am sure that 
the ::eneral r1_,n of contempo ~~ ' Americans F01;ld. have injected 
consiG.erable 11 goo 11 into the closin~ paragraphe and would have 
hac";. to enlarge and thereby weaken the end by at least another 
c.olumn . I admire your sense of the dramatic , and I congratuLlte 
yo1.1. on a po lishecl technique . 

I have no t read allyour published s"':;ories . 
Beyond a couple of Bl ackwoods whic'.1 Dorothy Wickt•rire lent me 
once , and 11 Blind. McNair 11 ,I fl.ave read only those that have appeared 
in McLean ' s . I am ashamed t;:i say tha"'.: I have not yet purchased 
your book,but I am rectifyinE-; this oversight in the very near 
future . 

Your first story in 1foLean I s we.s good but your 
last ,,ras imeasuree..bly better , to ;ny mincl at least . Howev e r , 11 Triion;,::-le 
i n Steel 11 seems to suffer Fhen compare-~ to 11 8lind McNa1r 11 and this 
perhaps is because no I ndian could ever approach an old 11 Bl uenose 11 

for de::_:ith of character . And. who 1,1ill say that a paper mill 
skeleton i"' comparable "'.:o a South Shore blacksmith shop for 
atmosphere '? 

I wculd like to rem' n ~ you of J oe Wentzell Fho 
lives c1.t Fort Point . I 'riave spent many e.n hour soaking in his 
reminiscences and it may be that you would find him interesting . 



If you ever c0me up this ~•:ay please look me up. 
I will take you over to Toronto an:.· introduce you to 
Dr.RobbinS of t½e University En e;·li:=:h Department. He is the 
an tit hesi:=: of the typical En[rlish profe~sor s.nd has s:•ent 
a good Ueel of time in lumber camps . He has I beleive ,th.e 
lci,rgest collection of lumbermen 1 c:: chanteys in Canada . I 
i magine such a meet ine; wou:.d be mutu:1.lly enterteininf ariJ. 
beneficial . 

I f you think it ,._ro1.1 lcl Ce of any help to you 
I will gl adly wrl :e to a movie company and plee..d to :have 
one of your stories filmed. J ust tell me v.r:l.ich company. 

I drrn I t know that I have any r lt·ht to act as 
a literary crl tic but I uould like to say that if the 
quality of your output increasee as much in the next 
ten ( even five) years , e.s it has in the last t~•~o or three, 
you wi ll be known as THE Canadi an Autho n and the much 
tooted Morley Callahan 1,1111 be --as he shou1..ct !"'..ave long 
ago been -- burl eel beneath his insipid d rivel. 

Yours very truly, 

Lorne Ca'2pbel l. 
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