
923 Lincoln 
St. Paul, Minnesota 
April 3, 1964 

Mr. T.homas H. • Raddall 
44 Park Street 
Liverpool Nova Scotia 

Dear Sir: 

While doing research for a forty-five minute oral speech on "Canadian 
Literature of the Twentieth Century", the idea came to me to question 
Canadian authors about their writings. 

Would you please answer the following questions, and return them to 
me at your convenience? 

I. What do you feel is the common OOnd which unifies all Canadian 
authors and distinguishes them from those of other countries ? 

II. To what extent, or in what way do you think the characteristics of 
Canada, its land and people, have influenced your writing? 

III. What should students my age (Juniors in high school}, get out of 
your wcrks in particular, and Canadian literature in general? 

IV. Would you comment on this 19 5 7 Canadian editorial? 

"The dream of a distinctively Canadian culture still possesses 
us. it is an 101c dream. ~n the firs r pi ace, the iacL ui our 
sovereign independence doesn't make us a distinct nation, 
it only makes us a political unit. In the second place, we do 
not become more distinctly ourselves by pursuing singularity, 
by countering the Daughters of the American Revolution with 
the Daughters of the Empire, or Davey Crockett with Pierre 
Radisson. Such gestures, like the beaver-and-maple leaf 
school of writing are evidence of a provincialism, not nationalism." 

Thank you very much for your time and help in preparing this talk. 

Gratefully yours, 

C /2a du -;(!. ;(o f¼A1v 
Charles R. Loban 



April 9 ,1964 

!'.r . Charles R, Loban , 
923 Lincoln , 
s t . Faul. ' .irmroota.o . s .A. 

:Jear :;r . Loban: 

To anS\.-er yoor questions :-

1 . ! know- of no ccm::on bond which unif'ien ill Canadian 
authors and distincuiahes theD from t hose of other countries . 
In t he first place Canadian aut hors are divided into t wo la~ 
guar;e groups , Engliah and French . Even 1n translation. cne to 
the other , t he subject matter and att itude rens.in distinctively 
Dn;;li!lh or French . Apart from this , a number of Canadian writers 
have n ourished best in t he United States or in !:urope . They 
remin Canadian writer:, i:n t he saze way that Ernest Heinint,tway 
rer.:iainod an American writer , but like him they have written lit-
tle about t heir country , and oven that io tho weakest of t heir 
work. There is a link between C.nnadian writern , Cng:lish or 
French, w!lo l ive at hou:c and urite a.bout their own scone and 
t he peopl0 in it , becaus e that is at least t he coor.ion ground of 
Canada itsslf'; but it could not be called a bond , because t he 
two peopl e :ml their outlook are very different . In the same 
way there io o. sharp difference between white South Africans 
who tbinl- and write in !Jne1isb and t hose who think and write 
by prci"erenco 1n Afril:anns - t he Boers . But a far better 
analogy would be the lite1•atura of BelgiU&1, 1o1here t he people 
a rc sharply diVllled bctc'8en those who t !nnk and speak in 1'1.en:ish, 
a nd those who t hink a nd speak in French. Thei• are all Belg:uins , 
and 1n intermtional polit i cs they present a single f'acc to the 
world : but t here is no ccnmon bond in t boir literature except 
that it is written within ona national bwn<Jary. 

2 . I live in i:ovo. Scoti3 . which 1s al.11X>St an island on the 
At L'.lntic coost or Cm,'1d.,. , I have traveled in other pBrts of the 
country. and h2.ve wri tten a voltr-e of Cano.dtan history, but nat-
urall3 I -;.rtte crot about t he 1.ov:, Scotian_jjcene , 1and the people 
in i.t , p,D.St and pre::;ent . It is not one ofjrich provinces of 
Canada , althoueh i t was one or t he first settled ~Europeans . 
Far ne,'lrly tfiroe conturios life has boon a h.:.rd struggle f01• t he 
~:ovn ::::cotians , far. t heir habitat i s mostly rock and forest . sot 
about by the dangers and hardships of t he sea . These t hings 
have deeply influenced my writin&s . 

3 . Studento in your junior high schools can get !'ran Canadian 
literature a rather pntchy pict ure of a ~plc, mostly of British 
or French bl ood but l.oo3 1·""""8d froo Europe , living in the col der 
( and r.:ostly oorrsn) ho.lf of the l)orth AJ,.erican continent . Life 
in air cities is not ruch. different free life in yours , and Can-
adians who write in Cnclish about city lifo have litt le or nothing 
to distinguish t hem from Awericans doing the same . Canadians who 
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write 1n French .:ibout city life e:ivc i t a distinctive flavor 
bccauso of course a French city in North America is so::-.etbinz 
rare . Sut I noed not point out that nost or Canada lies outside 
and far beyood the cities , and thio is where a truly diatincti ve 
Canadian lifC is being worked out . i:ri tors tend t o congregate 
in the cities and to cul.tivote a coe:,opolitan view: t hey t ravel 
abraid uhonever th::ly c:m. and usually so do their characters . 
This can produce eood literature , but it io not a literature dis-
tinctive or their own country. 1-:hen they do write about their = country it is usually about town or city ch,,,llers and t heir 
characters caoohow fo.colosz - thoy havo nothing to do or 
think or stJ.f that cakes the!! distinctively Ca.rod.i;:ln or At:!erican 
or AU!3trall..an . 

4 . I agree with tlw:J paragraph with the oxceptia, of one phrase 
- ~It is an idle drounn . To m the drea.":l is ective , hopeful and 
poosible. At the prownt tma the Canadians cro still divided 
by Janguaee end by wriouo provincial outlooks: bt.,t they o.i.. 
fucbJ.ifll: their way t=r<:s ona mtionality am a distinctive Can-
adian culture . It is on'.cy' t ho l.t<patient llllo throw up their 
hands arrl exclain. t ~ t it is hopeless . Their error lies in ca::-
parin~ Cm-.nda ' s sprawlinz disunity with the vcll lmit Gnited 
States . They foruet that Camdisns have had, an<! still b.:lve , a 
tCAl-gher set of circu::'.s~nces to ov-ercon:J . Ir I rr11,.y quote tran 
one or rry own book<l ( "The Pat h of Destiny" ) , spe<1kin3 of the 
mtuht y gra.,th of the U. ~. nation in t he 19th cent ury compared 
with t hat of the CanadiD.nc :- "Ficw"ative'.cy' and geographical:cy, 
Canada i'orr.,ed the buga ,eystcri.Olls attic of tho cont inent , diJnly 
lit and cluttered with strance obcto.cles , wher& like a. sr:Jall boy 
the Canad1"n r..ovcd with a lonefy curiosity, caiscious al,,ays of 
the snow on the roof above his hoad : while downstairo the large 
and exuberant famly or the At>ericaw surced with confidence 
t brc,uzh the """"'r cb.:lmbers of the house , t hrowinc up the blinds 
ono after a."lother, and installlng everything fran churns to 
cbo.ntleliers . " 

Of noccsoity t he Canadl;ans had to wait r.:uch longer /:or 
their churnc enJ cha!Xieliero: and they n:ust "'1it wit h patience 
for tho colt oofidcnce, tho exuberance - a.rd the culture -
that cocas of being one family . 
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