




THE CANADIAN PRESS 
J. A. McNEIL, Ge11e,al lfana: u Qnd Sunliuy 

A. D. MERKEL, AtlanNc Superintendent, 
92 G RANVILLE STREET, 

HALIFAX, CANADA 

Nov . 10, 1944. 

Dear Tom: 

Last night I f inished the second installment 
of Roger Sudden in Adventure :nsgazine. I t is a cracker- jack 
of _a story and I am hungry to f inish it. 'l,2l certainly sit 
at the head of the table and I feel we are very much in your 
debt. " 

I was able to give the book a bit of a plug 
in en address I gave before the Rotary Club here this week. 
It clicked because several of the members told me they were 
ordering copies. :Enclosed is a clipping of the Herald of 
this morning in case you do not see it. Imagine having rrry 
little book mentioned in aL11ost the same breath with Roger 
Sudden. 

We ere having a meeting of the Nova Scotia 
Centre of the Poetry Society at 50 South Park Street, Satur-
day, November 18 and would t'eel greatly honored if you could 
cone up t'or it . I could go down to Bridgewater say and pick 
you up it' that would be any help , I want t o see if something 
can be done with this Poetry Centre to .-Jhake it loose fro:n 
its present moorings of mutual admiration and need your 
help. 

Bill Berrett accosted me out at the Archives 
the other evening and told r.ie he would like to put you on 
the air the next time you come to Halifax . That would not 
do the new book any harm. 

With best wishes, 

Thomas H. Raddall, Esq. , 
Liverpool, N. s . 

Sincerely yours, 
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Nova Scotian A utlwr 
Has Written New Novel 

Dear Girls and Boys: All thls+----------
~1~oks~ r!1ca;\i:~t~~leofl~ b~0'c:'n~ lent ot the farms, the woods and _the 
adlan authors. Monday's ,general sea. The opening chapter, wh!ch, 
book talk was followed by sketches h)'. the w_ay, suggests the title, brims 
of books for little folk; Wednesday with delightful _ humor, and t'}e _ac • 
the 'teen a ge girls ha d their Innings; count of_ Roddie John ~d h15 1.m-
Thursday was boys' day, ,ind today P~rsona:bon . of the ongi_nal Pied 
we arc going to learn something of 1~er, 1~ priceless entertainment. It 
books for grown ups; new publica• 
lions by Nova Scotian authors. 

When Thomas H . Radda ll, of Liv -
erpool, Nova Scotia, was awarded 
the Govern!)r General's _medal _for Scotia, also a MacDonald (the Hon. 

~.~e~Wi~~~P%~r°~Fi~~i~~n lr~~~:; ~~e~~~dL.,t~iwv~fro~te~~~ th: i::ri~ 
pub,hshed in . 1943, he had a_lready welcome, only t o learn to his amuse• 
achieved nat10~11.l fame by his first ment that the Scot from across the 
n1:1vet, "~is MaJcsty'.5 Yankees." The seas knew not a word of Gaelic! ~1l ~l:~}j~J:~~ ilfu

1
ffi1::s~ su~e:tf~ofn1~~g n°!w H~~f~~e,i3 :~d 

writer: "Roger Sudden." 11.~ound i t Mr_. .Raddall writes one of 
All three novels are historical: all ~JS most exciting novels .. The her o 

t';r:::J!s~l,~h y~~i!e~~ol~' ah\s~~[il~ t_on:i~:~ :~!71~~\u(~~;! 
~l~!:vb;1¥ee y:~ries if J~;a rf:~~~l~:1: : ~r!~~: rrr~i~~;s~

0
:~~ 

~~1::ii~.e ~'1'~e 0~it~J :r::::ic,:rn D~;: }~!de:n~otrh:ii~:n:h B~iOt~~ls~iit 
per Creek Is a series ot tales redo• He becomes wealthy and owns a 

number ot ships. In the end he 
plays an important part In the cap• 

}~it a~:o~~:o:~ M:!::a:,
0
::: wV:is ac:~e;:~11.df~ Pi:~ I 

t'!~~i~n ll~~lat':i~ 11.~t :l~e~v;~a;~ coil.~nt~i~'t·:~J"f~1r~e ·::;t ot my I 
He first attracted attention by a knowledge, the only other public~- I 
series of short stories published in tlon this year by a Nova Scot111.n, .1s I 

:;:(ktm;s yr::r~afnne, u~:ds!f~rJ~; :ifi:t;;/~¥t~t:r 0ti;~~!: .!~0h~t~~ I 
Evening Post. Hls new book will ?oems I~ the modest title, yet th':re 
go on sale the end of November. 1s. about ,ts c~n~ent a beauty1 a d1 11: • 

Poetry, as a rule, is not classed mty and _a sp1ntual t,ranqulhty t h~t 
among the "best sellers." but the eharact_en~es. all Sister M.aura s 
publication of Andrew D. Merkel's "!Or~. This III a Ry.er~,on P ress pub.; 
stirring nar rative poem. ''The Order li~alion, one of their Chap Books. 
of Good Cheer." published last Tomorrow. Remembrance Day. 
June, has met with amazing success. And all next we~k. Club letters. to 
The poem deals with the early set- make up tor thei r recent neglect. 
tlement ot Canada, De Mont's expe- Y• r mer Smith. 
ditions, and the early lire of the 
"merchant adventur ers." Written in 
Mr. Merkel's inimitable style, it has 
been given, either wholly or in part, 
several times over a r adio network, 
and is becoming increasingly popu-



Jorey, aged local res1ut:1u, ,.u .. ,_ to 
the coQclusion that Mr. Delorey was 
struck by a car while walking on 
the wrong side of Denoon Street, the 
car in question being operated wi th-
ou t lights. The jury recomme nded 
that pedestrians use sidewalks when 
and wherever possible. Dr. U. R 
Young p resided at the inquest. 

The accident occu rred on Monday 
evening. when the aged man was 
struck b y a car owned b y a local 
tax i se rvice and driven .by :\t r~ 
Emma Rankin. His death o,;currcd 
in Sutherland Memorial Hospital 
Wednesday , a$ a result ot .shoek. 

Evidel'.ee wa s given by Dr. G. A. 
Dunn and Joe Val lie re, E. R. Scott 
a_nd G. C,Hwshaw. three naval ra• 

-'D THE HALIFAX H E RALD 
is devoted to the Public Service, 
with Fair, Unbiased News Reports 

f PAGE NINE 

URO MAN 
Henry Burgess Dies In'\·.·· 
Hospital After Being \~ 
Struck By A Truck \ 1 

Doris Ar~nburg 

Seen as .Ot.fering 

TRURO. Nov. JO - Murray McCabe, 
Elm Street, Truro. local truck d r iv-
er, appeared in police court on a 
charge of failing to stop at the 
seen <; of an accident and was re-
leased on $1.000 bail to appear. Tues-
d ay . No evidence was taken a t the 
hearin,g~.,fresit':.~ ... ~>Ve by . ...!Me,•"'<""---..1 



THE CANADIAN PRESS 
J. A. MeNElL, Gena,alManaieralldSt trt/(IIJ 

Dear Tom: 

A. D. MERKEL, Atlanbk Superintendent, 
Q2 GRANV ILLE STREET, 

H 1\LlFAX, CANADA 
Nov. 20 , 1944. 

Ruth Major aged 18 was in today with copies 
of His Majesty ' s Yankees and Roger Sudden which she wished 
autographed. I told her to mail them to you at Liverpool 
including return postage and you would be glad t o do t he 
job. She wants the Roger Sudden book inscribeci. f or "Phil 
Major" and H. :.1. Y. for "Rut h Maj or" . She is the daughter 
of the Nfrs. iJajor who was at the shindig Saturday night . 

Trust you had a t olerab]e trip home. 

With many thanks f or your kindness in at t end -
ing t he monthly meeting of The Poetry Societ y and with 
best wishes, 

Thomas H. Reddell, Esq., 
Liverpool, Ii . s . 

Sincerely yours, 



And¥ --

Ho.• are .rou and what are 7 ou do i ng t I hea r golden words f or " fhe 
Order of Good Cheer" right and left , and more t han H 'e:- I 1.a conYin.c eQ that 
th8 public ehonld see more of :your work . a.nd in book fora . HA'fe you 11.pproa.ched 
a blhber on the subJ&;. t t It gri pes rH to read t he reT ewers I nost&.lgic 
references to ear.an and Robtsrta , as i f ~ ri U a e poetr, burned. 1 ts flails and 
died sose,rhertt bft.ck in. t he Nineti es . W'Q¥ not show ' • th&.t Tera• with lilt , 
with cl1ar 1:a 1 nfl with tto11ething to say. has been writte:t aince and h atill 
bein« written ? I woul,l u-,,hold 7our work: and CtiArlH Bruce ' s againat fll1ly 
po•try wr1tteu in. Canada i n t e pa.et t wo decaies . I admi re the wor k of Ci'Nlftn 
and but I can • t heln fe e: lina: tMt aoJte nart of th.ai r fe.11e E:11erzed. from 
t.Utiir so.;11.,fwfiat thtiAt rio.,..l p61·suno.li t i v11 , in ah.art .,\hti.'f wer,i, p0sww..·• .,_. IJllt.Cil 
a.s poets . Peopltt i n t he 190 1s and l!dwardia.n l oved. t} t so r t. of thing, 
and t hi a e t ernal l ooking bf.I.ck on Carman and Roborts aa.k&s •• t n i nk: 11o•ehow of 
a. • e ntimental a i ghi ng of old ladies . :31nca th et l .:..at w1o.r we have lived in a 
different world . Ou.r e&rs &rl::! a till tuneu. fo r wu.sic in speoch b.A.t o tr eyeo 
&rti tree of U1• ros colored spectacles and only th• backward- lookora •o'lll'n 
thttir lou . ln •hart , 1te don ' t go wild about a poet be<.;.ause hu wet:.ra hill hair 
long or his neckties loo•• or bE:1cau.1H he A.ffects any of those t.cce.ntric i t ie• 
whic were 10 loTel,Y in Vict.oria.n eye, . Do you t hink I'm talki:n,; t ro~h ey 
hat T I could • on.w ( you know h i 11 well) who s 1 : n~fec h in thia GAY" 
and age t he l'hit1sic:'ll- rover lmsh1.en which Cal'l'IL.ll wore out 10116 f..!i:.G , 
l'ell , then . let us hL~ve sooe published •ene fro• worki ng newsmen 11.Jce 7ou.rself 
an.d J3ruce . 

Ca.n 7011 tell something about Wilf rid l ttston. , of Ottawa. I kn.ow that 
he wri hs and lectures, ·1.mt what ha.s he writ t. en an(l ,,ho is he ? He sai u solle 
nice things about -.r wor k i n a recunt ao."-ress t o t he Montreal 1f"oJDen 1 • Club, 
r..nd I 1d like to "ri tt, and thank h i m - - and I 111 ashe.mi,d t o confeu mt i gnorance 
ot ill work. 

11 Roger S11ddun" 1,1 doing very well - - S, 000 copi e11 in the :rirst two months i n 
Ce.ns.da. Do11ble · 1 Doran are britl#=;i 1 t ou.t i n N•w York t.his spring. nno. tl"O 
London tJ1.1blhhers are af'ter t he llri t hh rights . I wtderst&.nd. that tho l3ri thh 
edition of 11 His Jiii&.jesty ' • Ya.nkeegu sold out Aa soon s.a i t reached the book-
sellers , and now the publ iAhers ( Black:trood.s) are up ag.ai nat t h e paper ahorta,;e 
again. It ' s a veey- unse.tie!actory busineu ba t it can ' t b'¾ holp8d. 
I think I shall it.a.rt a.not.her book next awner. In the meantime I 111 a t ill 
pottering awa, a t a f ,,w Rhort storius and arti c l es , I 111 not VtJry happy nowadAye . 
I worked ·ury hard on 11 H. W. Y11 and "Roger" and. I :suppoae thh ia the hangoYer . 
a r is a seYer e handicap to a writer of fiction : he h i n the position of o.n 

actor whose f\.lldience i a being di1 t r nct•d by a i i r rific brawl in th& mi ddle 
ahle. He has two alt e:rnatiYea. One is to g i ve a runnine co entar, on the 
brh.wl -- a nd as vou see , t he m&l(&dnus and book:eti..n.ds ar• full of t a l es about 
t.llt, wu.l' . Tli.ti othvr h to l vc fa th in hh own i-'l.&¥ &nd puL i t a.crou IJy 
eheer will- 01rer - - whi ch calls for the •xhe.ustiJag concentration . 
It' • the concent r ation that kills . One burclen 1a of f shouldti:ts, 8ll,Yhow 
- - I w&.s pr H i dent of the Qu.eens Cowi t.y bre.nch of t he Legion durin« 1944. 
conducting ai.oet of the corresponclence myself. nnd rtf¥ houae a s ort of Mecca 
for every ex- s ervicemsn i n tht1 place , 8lld the phone ringi n« aorn t o night . 
It raached a sort of climax l e.st i'&ll , when fo r we eks on end I got no solid 
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writing done - - 1.; t o.rting a tA,l e -- i n terrup ted --on with t he t a l e agai n --
i nter rn.n t ed - - t ryirig i t 305-i n -- thretld l ost somehow - - i nt.er rt1.p tion -- hari ng 
thu whole thi ng up . I was t empted t o beat it- back to our h:untin« 
CB.Mp at le -W'ke , bu.t of COUTBe I cou.ldn •t shuck off' aJr responaibi litiu tl'u.. t 
•-.Y• I d i d get in e. week ' s deer- hunti , though. end I take ._..,. walks ev-u-y 
ti t at'ternoon, irhich helps . 1 e wg1on is tb.e aoat dUob.Jld i ng of ay- aoc i al 
i nterests , of col.I.Tse, but I TO •6.11¥ other& which take time -- I 1!1 a school 
c~isdonar, tru&toe of the hhtor1c1:l aoci11ty, co:utitteil ,iember of t :1e .R•d Cron , 
th& local .IJIP, Victory Loan and God lmow-a wt.at elce . Some thint;a I ' Te put behi nd 
ll..e, like LV cmaiuinn in the :&e,:erve Ararr -- t e Co l or:.el e.cceptc,d ,i:, resignati on 
bat I felt l i ke a heel - - I ' d rallied and tro.in&d .,- own platoon, taken \.heD to 
c · e.nd so on, and l felt I .-as l etti ng thea down. Believe it or no t , Andy , 
until two ye:, rs o«o I evun B.U.d.1ted the book:, of Tr1n1t:, Church 1 Cof'W1t't.m1t7 
sp1ri t h a thi nt; I conwtantly pres.ch, bu.t I ' ve 00110 to t}.l• conclutlinn. that a 
writer can • t afford to pr"'ct i ce it , at l east he 111U2t set a rig i d l illl! t on. it . 
A Bi flGle phonfl call 11\lq rni n a. 11o r11i nt; 1s work. for t here ' s a µ•ycholor,i cal 

wb.on 611)'" interrupt ion is fats.l . At tl'la s&.D:e U m..,, one stn 1t beco a a 
hermit . for trui.t •• fatal , too . M.orrh Lo~•tret.h put it Ye~y neatly, I t nk 
- - " t e writer ' s rt.a.l dile,wia lies in th~ conflict bet .. efl.!l lu:.Tint: \.he soli t ude 
needed fo r hh wor k and t he aocial ~xperiencH thH.t give hi• his .aterial and 
the s· 1.utorv chock to his pl:.an.ta.ay. " 

Ilow 1a the Poetr,- 3oci•ty t;ett.ing alone T I had an intereatin& eveniJ:¥" in 
th,lfir a idst and I hope thq ' v• forgh·•n ae for ref'using to u.ke a t.:1eech. 
I N.lght haYa c;uott:cd for 111911.ent ( or horror ) SONI!! d.oa{~rel I wro te 
on l avi ri,; Sabl e I sland. I wu e i ghteen thtm, R.nd exuberant :-

"'fwel Ye mon ths i n ~ny pl&.c e , a:, f ri ends , i a qu.itb ""' W'&&l')' while . 
It ae•.!ll• nore like a cent ury when spent on Sabla: hh,. 

t no• 'II:¥ 1t:d le ' • over &nd I 1ve pa.eked 143" sh&bb-J trunk, 
I ' m go i ng to the nai.nland where a dry soul can ge Cr.:u • 
Thar e 1t1 \rties and girls blld t r,xicabs and. movi e s o~s and ooza , 
And I can walk f or miles and feel har d enrt h btmeo.th rq shoes . 
The only- seah I ' ll eee will ba fur coats on l ad.iea 1 ba.eks - -
And not a speck: of &8.Jld within 11. a ile of Hali fax. ! 

d 1rhen I havo grown old end Ye gr.-:, hairs benos:th my' cap. 
Bai'ore I k i ck t he bucket wi th a loud and f atal n..p , 
I 111 cl.rag r,q te-.bl e l111b11 aboard the boat when sailin& ' s nigh 
And AA•• another look at SPbl& hle bef'or• I die . 
i'or when I 1ve huard t he bre&k:ers r oar along that a.RDdy 1 .-,ngth. 
'l"he thought of wM.t a hell- on- earth it h will ,;ive ae s\rength : 
And when the Devil lets ae in t o Tophet with a c.-urse 1 

1 111 tell h i m, 1 Ni ck, it ain I t so 'bad, I 1Yei seen a place t I a .-orae. 1 11 

I i nsc ribed i t on the drelesa stati on wall and tor all I Jc.now it 1a 
there 7at , although I haYe h. hunch thq 1Ye torn the old -place down and 
built gomething: and I h.ope au.ch co'llfortable . The only heat was 
a s,.,a.11 stove in t he i nstrument J.. bo t.tl• of i nk on JIJ' bedroom JU.rean 
froze solid i n lovnber M.1.... didn •t thaw till t he follow1n4 Marct.1. . 

y best t.o Tu.lly and tht:1 fantily and no t l ea11t :,ourst1lf' . 



Dear Tor.i. : 

morning. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
J. A. ,'kNEU,, Ge,.,,al Mo1U1tt• o,,d Secretary 

A. D. MERKEL, Atlantic Superinte11de11t, 
92GRANVILLE5TII.EEI, 

H ALIFAX, CANADA 

J"anu:Jry 25 , 1945 

?.2ny thanks for your interesting letter received this 

Under separate cover , I am for,1arding you Wilf :Ee?;gleston ' s 
book. Let me have it back when you are finished with it . Wilf is 
a fine lad and an outstanding news:osperman. He quit as Chief Censor 
(English} , the first of the year , because he wants , I understand , to 
re- establish himself in his old occupation before the war ends . He 
is a free- lance Ottawa correspondent , as you , no doubt , know, with a 
string of newsp9,ers fa:!" which he V.Tit es . He hos a charming wife t oo o 

I am inflicting you too , with another narra tive I em now 
engaged in wr iting . It is ~ ng like a house afire , t wo pages a 
day since the first of the year . Because of this it is very much 
in the rough and rother uneven , I dare say, in quality1,&i t ! nould like 
to have your reaction to it . 

For several weeks now we have been res.d ing it aloud et 
Jirn Jlurtell ' s Wednesday evenings after the public session at the 
Arch i ve s. Roughly the plan is three parts approximately 30 pages 
each with t he story of t h.e "Tallahassee" taking the concluding part o 
I suspect "Tallahassee" will not be the name of the completed book. 
Have you :my suggest ions please? The copy I am sending you is the 
ont l keep in t he office so please shoot it back at your convenience . 

James n. Gillis is coming t o visit us and we are greatly 
excited. Jim ' s friend , Wilson , is arranging t o have him lecture be-
fore one of his c l asses in Canadian History and I propose putt i ng him 
on the air . Is there any chance of your comi ng up for t he Festivit ies? 
It will probably be :J.1111s' l ast trip to Halifax . 

Tully Jo i ns me in best wishes as ever , 

Sincerely , 

Thomas Raddall , I:sq . 
P . O. Box 459 
Liverpool , N. s . 



January 28th, 191'5. 

dear Mdr, 

• Your bal\ad i a s1..,1,. beyond praise . l ven i n what 7'.JU ca ll r ough 
fo i t giTes forth the pUt'e g l 8311.s of a ge11 ; of an anet.h,Tst , aay. ( fo r 1t 1s 
r i ~ t ou t of t he Bova Scotia rock) you find t h e!!I 11 011eti•~• i n t he acree a t 
t he foo t of Ga'!)e S-Ol it after a wi n t er ' s bar d weather and e t haw. 
'l'b.e • e 'l tion of MJi• Mer kel tt t e lls me tha t i t' • • e t h i ng of A tale , in. 
pa.r t ,r,t an,y r a te , bttt 7ou mu.st ha•e done aoae delvin« i n ol d news papers an1. l e tter s , 
for 1 t ha s t he autnentic flaTor of t he time and t he e·..ent ; and you have , ot i n 1 t 
t he sh.eer st i ngo of t he a en , t he humor and t he guts ud the -passi on f or the caus e, 
and the good eal t t as t e of t he wi nd and the sea -- and sll t hose good f aa111a r 
nu es of t h e 1118.X'ks a l ong th e shore \hat r i ng l Uc:e belle. And;y , U 1 • t he bes t 
t h i t o cone out of Xova Scotia since t he old an11or ballad- l!l&k:ers . Do ~•t on 
• 1th it whi l e you ' r e 1n the mood a11.d le t ' s see t he whol e t h i ng. 

Your a n tion ot a -ris1t oy none oth er t h.an Jimd e D. fills ne with as t onishment 
n.nd pl ee sure . When is 1 t t o be l 1s h mome'lt ou 11 news . 

I ' d in t e11ded t o nit• t h i s lette r l a s t ni e}lt but ye 11 t er4aT afternoon .,- pals 
de cided on a t r l -o t o t he hunting cnftlp a t ..agl a Lake and called for ne. 
We drhe u.o t he r iTer r ot1,d &bout 13 miles, l ca.ve t h a car at l:\ig J'elle , cron the 
river O!'l the dam. and 1J&lk about 2l a ilee t hrough th• buah . I t was toUCh wal k i ng, 
especially wl th a l o ad ha:H rsack: a fld a s leepi ng bag on your back . t he snow 
holdi one ete""J and b!'e&k \ ng unde r t he next , and 70 .J.r too t n lu.n"'i llA'. th.rough t o 
t he kn••· But i t was worth l t , especiall y a.f t er we ' d to t a fire c o1ng i n t h e 
And pour ed 01U"s elv n a good s nort of Wehon ' 11 Bl ood. Deer t r acks all a r oUl'ld the 
cup and one oose t rack:, &.nd in ta.a li~ t snow on the lake ice we found the 
fresh t't'a il of a wi l dca t go i ng right ll.u pas t the aha.ck. TwelTe i nche s of ice on 
t h e l ake an c\ .-onaerful alalting i f we 1d had s 'cat es with u a . oonlicht , t he 
nea rly fu ll , a wonderful n i ght . We s"e:nt Sunda.7 wi th a:rea and 'cr osscut 
ee.w cutting eo,.• ! &.llen t r ees ou.t of ou.r t rail .llnd n1a1d ng fi rewood of one of t h em. 
lfhe r a bb i t. had bH n out d.anc i n& i n the ligh t of the • oon arpar •n tly , f'or t hoi r 
t eke we ... e fferywhere - - 7 • t • 1d c ou:tt. ted thr ee onl y , a ll the •a::r f ro!!l .Bi g J'alls 
t o the l ake , t h e day bef or e. Sund.a:, a f hnioon • • l oa f ed on t he cacro ve randah i n 
t h e sunshi ne , out ot t h e wi nd , cor,,fortable with ou.r l d.-4-f coa ts off' . i Ti ng 
home a lo t..he r i ver r oad t oday at sun1et we c ount ed eleTen de er, i n groups or 
two or thr ee , br owsing on the young mapl e t wig a undor t he line , a 
pre tity sight and a r eaeau ring: oi,e, f or thi a rive" c unt ry l!l hun ted pr e tty hard 
i n the deer se~son. 

Thanks fo r s endi ng •• " f he Hi ,,_ Pla ins" , whi ch 1 1m. r eading with plea sure . I •--. 
afrai d I ' ve been t oo Abs orbed i n my own work: t o k:eep u p with t h.e work of my 
con t e,upora ries . I ' 11 r e tu rn t he book 1n a f ew days . 

Cb.ee r oh , 



THE CANADIAN PRESS 
J. A. M~NEIL, Gu ural MaNaf~r u,J Stcrdar:, 

Dear Tom: 

A. D. MERKEL, Adantic Superintendent, 
92 G}IANVILLE Sntu:T, 

HALIFAX, CANADA 

Febr ua r y 1, 1945 

You qu i te overwhelmed me . Some of' us here t hought 
"Ta llahassee" was good , but not that good . However , your com-
ment i:s most pleasing and he l pful , - stimula ting , as a matter 
of fact . 

After completing the second pa~~--;. put i t aside for 
a couple of days but am now anxious to get-)tl--'l't again . 

So far , no wora from J"ames D. I hope I haven't 
scared him off with my suggestion of giVing him a r oom at the 

~;~1~=\t ~! ::t~0~i~s:~!a P~!ii=~t: =~ s78!~ :~u~:: ~~~s=~t!!!-
o f "The c.B . Giant" . > 

Your descri ption of the trip to your camp made me 
homesick f or the woods . B.lt I doubt very much if I could 
nav i gate the deep snow for any d i stance . 

Ar thur hes been posted to t he "Swansea" , now r efi t -
ting at Liverpool, following a special course in na~igation he 
took at King's. He i s now on leave but is due to report February 
12 . I have t old him to l ook you up if he has an opportunity 
while in Li verpool. I think you will like h d:m. 

Please take your time about returni ng "The Hi gh 
Pl ains" . 

Wi th best wishes , 

'n)omas Reddell , Eaq . 
P.O. Box 459 
Liverpool , N. s . 

As evk 



THE CANADIAN PRESS 
J. A. McNEIL. G, ,w,al Mua1u aNl St:cretar:, 

Dear Tom : 

A. D. MERKEL, :Atlantic Superintendent, 
92 GRAXVILLE STREET, 

HALIFAX, CANADA 

February 8 1 1945 

Here's news : I am planning to drive down to 
Liverpool sunday, taking Arthu r and his wife along with 
J im Martell and Ol ga. We shall lunch along the v.-ay 1 r each-
ing Liver pool, we hope, around 2:00 pn. and are looking 
f orward t o spending a couple of hour s with you . before 
starti~ out on our return. 

Arthur Y.TOte the Mersey Ho t el people some we eks 
ago askinglfpr a reservat ion in the name of his wife but 
as yet ha~~ response . He would like her to spend t he 
remainder of t he refit in Liverpool, Tully having u nder-
taken t o look after the i r wee kiddie. If the Mersey is 
full up , as I suspect, it is poss ible you m~ know of 
some sui table accommodation . I n a ny event, v/lJ can t a lk 
this over when we arrive . 

Wf th best wishes , 

Sincerely, 

Thoma s H. Radda ll, Esq. 
P . O. Box 459 
Liverpool, N. s . 



THE CANADIAN PRESS 

Dear Tom : 

J. A. MeNEIL, General Manot er and Secrelar:, 

A. D. MERKEL, Atlantic Superintendent, 
92 GRA~VILU: STREET, 

HALIFAX, CANADA 

February 13 , 1945 

Mrny thanks to you and El i th for putt ing 
me up . It was a gra nd trip altogether and I greatly en-
joyed t he evening I spend in your home . 

I duly delivered the d ia :i:;,y to the Archives 
on arrival . Prof. Harvey promised he wo uld write you ac-
knowledging receipt. He iHd not seem to anticipate much 
diff iculty about the lock . 

From a 11 I can learn, Arthur is likely to 
be in Liverpool for sometime. I hope he succeeds in obtain-
ing the accommoda t ion he requires but Tully is quite pre-
pared to look after the ba by for kee ps . 

I am getting i n touch with Jim M3rtell as 
soon as he returns from Musquodoboit . 

With best wishes , 

Sincerely, 

Tho.mas Raddall , Esq . 
P . 0 , Box 459 
Liverpool, N. s . 



Dear Tom : 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
J. A. McNEIL, General Manat er and S,crttiv:, 

A. D. MERKEL, AJlantic Superintendent, 
92 GRANVILLE 5TREt:T, 

HALIFAX, CANADA 

April 12 , 1945 

I enclose clipping Pauline Bo rrett wanted you to see. 

She says at the Na val Hos pi t a l here , ''Roger Sudden" is by long 

odds the book mos t in demand . 

Pa uline is leaving for New Yard and Toronto Friday . 

We foregathered a t Jim Ma rtell' s last night . ./ . . ~-1 ._, 
I also enc l ose a 'e P i. s ,... aceonat I l!"Ote .Tames n. 's"' 

visit. We are still t hinking of put t ing out a pamphlet for 

private circulation and would a pprecia te a contribut i on from 

you if you care t o .make it. 

The Martell' s and ourselves are planning a weekend 

together May 25 to 28 . 1'ie propose go i ng up to Kentville for 

the a pple blossoms, motoring through t o Granville and from 

thence t o Liver,ool and so home . What are the chances for e 

meeting on either t he Mersey or Mi dway Rivers? 

i'/i th best wishes, 

Thomas Reddell , Esq . 
P . O. Box 459 
Li Ver-pool, N. S . 

Sinc erely. 



THE CANADIAN PRESS 
J. A. McNEIL, Ge,u,al Ma,iarer and Secretar:, 

Dear Tom : 

A. D. MERKEL, Atlantic Superintendent, 
92 GRANVILLE STREET, 

HALIFAX, CANADA 

1~y 2). I 1945 

r.!9ny thanks for your note of May 18 . 

I think "Toronto" got away t odBy for Cornw::illis 
where she is to be used as a training shi p . 

Sorry our plans have gone awry but with this 
pesky inquiry on and a Genera l Election coming up , I am 
much too busy to think of holidaying. 

Charlie lynch arrives tomorrow morning much to 
Mary Elizabeth's deligJ;ct. 

Now reaC ing pae;c proofs of the new book . It looks 
alrighU 

I wish we could do something about the smug Uni -
versity of 'roronto Qua rterly . It mere ly mentions "The Order 
of Goud Cheer" as having been _published last yea r . Whatever 
the merits of the book , it did hang up some so~t.1?.1:.fl4o}J!ICOrd 
for sales . Then , "Roger Sudden " is inadequate i1imy ' .f'(!age-
ment i n one paragraph and the Eaton woman ment oned Hi the 
9.9me brea th with oile , Thomas n. Raddal l. Apnnrently the Upper 
Canadians don ' t like us . 

With best wishes , 

Thomas H. Re ddell., Esq. 
Box 459 
Liverpool, N , s .. 

Sincerely yours , 



Dear Tom: 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
J. A. MeNEIL, General Ma ~at tr and ~crdar:, 

A. D. MERKEL, Atlantic Superintendent, 
92 GRANVILLE STREET, 

llALIF AX, CANADA 

May 27 , 1945 

J"ust got i n a fter a very pleEJ s ant t rip up . We stopped at the 

Goodie Shop a.tdMahOne snd had a \/ery good meal. 

We called at your !1other ' s house with the fUr coa t. But could 

not get in. I shall uhone here later on in t he da)• and take it 

out if she is a vailable . 

Enclosed is text of script Charles 1¥nch prepa r ed for the c . B.c ,, 

which wa s aired at 8:45 Saturday night. 

With many thanks for your gr ea :b kindness to us both and best 

wishes. 

Sincere j.y yours , 



Tonight , the long ro ad homo l i es i n front ot tho Clinadinn sol d i ora in 

... urope . 

Long ago , in t he fighting south of Coen i n h ormandy , some hopotul 

painted o sign beside the lal a iae road saying "To ll1.,.l ifax , vi a Berlin . " 

Now the boys havo turned the corner , and o.lready the TLngunrds are arriv-

ing in Co.na.da . . 

Pret ty soon the ma i n torrent wil l sto.rt und Bill and ~om and J a ck Wil 

be home aga in . 

I t h i nk they • re excited , wa iting tor tho boat ove r t he r e in ~urope to-

n i ght . l • ve just experienced a post - war homo c ooing oyself , and I can tel 

you that ao o.n eootional exper ience it ' s beyond deaoription . Somohow 

thero • s a l:l.YBtic qual ity about tho re a lizat ion of a homeconing t hc.t 

~e ened so re~ot o on D Day and al ong t he Falaiae Road and on the wes t ban 

ot the Rh i no . It •a l ike a dr eam. you ho.d in a slit trench , t ho. t onda when 

somebody kicks some d irt down on to p ot you . But now thero ' s no slit tren 

and no dirt and only good things all around . 

Whon I left the Canadian a - oy t hree nooks a o , the boys wero f i nding 

it hard to got uoed to t ho idea t ha t t he •~ r was over . somehow it had 

begun to aeec. permanent to us all . °Xho. t reeling WQS born i n tho Normand:y 

beachhead end nob ody o uld shuke it ott . You eeooed doomed to a l ifo ot 

gunfire and morta r boobs ond prooious b lue airmail le t ters arriving t h r e 

or four a t o ti~e . bove all , you tried to s t ay al ive---under9 oo nd itior 

har dly ideal tor t he success of such a projoct . There wo ro many who didr 

make it . 

7or example , let mo toll you about t he laat great ~attle of t ho war 

i n b.urope---tho one that brouaht ua up to the Rh'i no and eat the s t uge t, 

t he crossing- --wh ich turned out ---you remeober---to be a pushover . 

hut battlo T1aa fought under Canad i an army oomoand . I 1 d liko to toll 
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you a little bit about it . As a matter ot ract , Uatt Halton and I won t 

through that one together . 

It had been a lone way to cono for us as wo stood on the trontiers ot 
0-.~ 

Oorr::1any . t~ow , 0"IK' task \'la s to turn the .;)ioet'riod Lino and 1 .. ove up to tho 

Rhino . Tho instrument v1as General Crorar ' e First Co.nadian Army , •1th 

most of tho Brlti•sh second or y undor hie comn.and . 

The att a ck was to go i n on February the eighth . The we ntbor was terr-

ible . Both the Rhino and the Maas rivers were in flood, and the nround 

was oof't and oe.rohy . Conditions couldn ' t have bean woroe . But General 

Crerour• s order was to att ack, rain or s h ine , flood or mud , 

For a tow hours on tho eve the attack tho woothor clea rod - - - and in 

brig ht starlight the e n 

larcest towns in the n 

bombers c t oe over a nd tlattoned the two 

ot tho adva nce . For two houro the sk i oe were 

ablaze w ilo t towns ot C o a nd Gach d i ed under tho earthquake bombs . 

In the sixth yea r ot war , English , ~cottish , Wolsh and Canadian troopi 

wero gong to Ger any at last . Along the trontior , our n en grippod t heir . 
ritles and waited . 'l'ho ta.bk motors thoobbod uneasily . 'rhe gunners clung 

to the l anyurds that would loose the gro bt barrage . ~tomnchs telt empty 

and t~ces gleamed ~1th pers p iration . 

And then ca ne hell on e a rth . 

The tirst thrust was across a shallow valle_y domina ted by the h ills 

ot the Roichwald Fores t to the e a. st . 

I saw this paJ toral strip of country becooe u ve lloy or Rados that 

morning of February the eighth . For almost five hours our fifteen h undred 

guns had been pouring shells into the Gernan positions . 

1:hen British and Canadian soldiera Jumped out into the open and 

started tor the tor hills ot Germany . 

Tho whole va lley was a ~ass or flames, with h ouses , treas and 
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enemy vehicles burning . I count ed two hundred tires . A psrepiring artil-

lery orr10er shouted over the din that he ' d never aeon anything l i ke it , 

and h oped he ne.-er would again . It was the greatest barrage by Britis h 

Eapire artillery in tive years or war . Twenty- eight thousand tons or 

shel l s re i ned down on tho Ge rmans that day • 

.i;he g round wo.4 o quagmiro . Onl y when p l aying for high stakes wou ld 

any comme.ndor even consider an attack under such co nd itions . 

The stakes we re high , e.11 right . Becaus e that attack went in in Feb -

ru a ry , the war in Europe i s over tod ay . At the time , some ot us thought 

tha t General_ Crerar was overestimat ing the i mp ortance of b is attack . Many) 

thought it was inhuuan to commit me n to batt l e under these conditions . / 

But it paid ott , and today v i ctory i s ou r s . 

On that grey morn ing of February the eighth our men swept into Oer -

man y--and the final battle wa s on . 

There were the men ot the Bitty- First Highland Division , with their 

memories ot St . Valery near Dunkirk in the retre a t of 1940 . Engl ~ahmen wh ose 

homes had been blasted sent great tongues of tlame licking a cross German 

f i e l ds and lnto German trenches . And there wns bayonet wo rk that day . 

Canadians had waited a long time tor this . The men ot the s econd d1 ~1eion 

remembered Di eppe . They r emembe r ed May aur Orne , when the Montrea l Blac k 

Watch went out and didn ' t come ba ck . The Th~rd DiV i s i on· remembored D/Day 

and thos e twenty Canadian bodies wi th bullets through them beo use Canad-

ians don ' t t a lk tor German i nterrogators . 

Thie was a b&t tle . Even Caen hadn ' t boon like t h i s . I t wa s an all - out 

symphony ot estruotion and death . 

In forty - eight hours our men turned the d i eg t ried Li ne and it looked 

ae it they we re free to ro itl on t o the Rhine . iell , they wero troe - - except 

for tbe tlood waters ot the R.b. i ne and the Maa s , ri s i ng over our roads , 
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and except tor the mud suck1ne down our vehicles o.nd tanks e.nd even our 

int.:.intrymen . The col d February r a ins soakod our uniforms • and the Germans 

brought up t he ir reintorcements , and the tonpo o t battle quickened and 

slowed and qu i ckened and slowed and the dead lay in the ti olds . The Cannd-

iana had the tuok of c looring a forest known as the Hockwald---and it wu s 

here that they had their last be~rt - ronding bloodba th . Not osny ot the 

boys will want to t alk t1bout thut one •hen they c ome hooe . I suppose Vimy 

nidgo u1ust hilve been like that , and n.aybe that ' s why the !!I.en who came holl 

trom the last wa r didn ' t want to talk much about it . 

That was the last greut battlo the Canadians taught in tPo Buropean 

campa i g n . They went in under deadly fire , and when Colonels we re killed 

majqrs took over the regimen t until they were killod and c ~ pt a ins tool 

coI1Dand . I visited one r egi ment vhere tho CO ,.o.s a corpo r a l . 

But the ll ochwald had to bo cle a rad , and cle red it nu . he line moved 

up to tho Rhino , and then o.s ~hurohill predicted , one good heave tinishe 

the job .That I a what tho last battle was l i ke • ••nd t hat ' a what war is l ikE _ 

It's easy to be g ripped by the hero i cs or it ---but it ' s har1 to e ras p tt 

torture or it , even tor t hooo or us who were thore . 

lt • s hard t oo , to roc all the iittlo hunorous t h in3s that crop up dur, 
..,,..._._. .-\:1.,...., 

'/. ing battle to mako laugh when 'mr toel$: l i ko weeping . Like the ti m 

a big Canadian sorgebnt i n the t h ick or a ti gh t threw a hand arendsda i 

Q German pillb ox and yelled "Come out of t here , you unment ionable so- an 

so • s • " And from the depths ot t he .t i llbox came a s queaky voice saying: 

"\Yo • ro 1,#.111 coming , sir ' "and a little German e me rged wee.ring a big tin 

hat and lead ing eighteon of h is cocrades who looked like tho dwarts frc 

Snow "h1te . 

Or the time a Canadian officer was decoratod tor st&.ying i n his tai 

atter it hud boon hit , und after t he rest or th e crew hed sc r amb lod to -----
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s a tety . He tired h 1s g un wh il e the tank wao bl a z i ng , and g ot a h it on 

tho Ge rman tank . And h e exp l a i ned to rn.e o. 1't e rwurda "l • m n o he r o . I s t a yed 

i n t h e t a nk bec a u s e I was try i nc to r each a bot t l e o t Scotc~ tha t I ' d 

s tore d a way . I c ou l dn , t ge t t O the Scot ch and I wa a so m.o.d a bout that 

that I had t o t ako a shot a t s oce t h ing . " 

An d then t he ;o we re the Ger mans who we r o a sked wha t t h ey t h ough t 

whe n the y s aw th e h u n dre ds of g liders c o mi n g d own i n t h e ariborno l a nd-

i ngs eeot ot the Rh i n e . Tb.o y r epli ed " We t houc;ht t hey we re J u s t ci.ore 

Br i ti sh p ropagan da . " 
#.t~/lt1,U#l#fJIJ ;,l #IIUrn;., 1filhiU 
And t h o wondortul s i g n on the r oa d l eading awa y from the rront , 

aayi ng :" Oka y , brothe r , you c an rela x n ow. " 

Th e r o wus t h e S~ ork Clu b , in Uijmog en- - a n i gh t c lub t or Canad i a n s 

where on sooo'n i gbt s during t ho wi n t e r t he mu s i c o t t he o r ches tra would 

bo d rowned out by t he o ou n d or exp lod i ng German shells or t he c r a s h ot 

our g u n s reply i ng t o e ne my s hellfire . For one h un dre d and t h i rY y con t i n • 

uous d a ys a nd n i g h t s t ho l it t l e io•n o f Ni j o e g on h ear d t he s o u n d of 

g uns and telt t he sting o t Ger man s hells and boobs - - and fo r mo s t of 

t ha t t. l u o Canad i an s nann i ng t ho l i n e a round Nij o e gen spenS!i t he ir 

t o11t y - ai ght hour l oa ves t h ere . 

v r t he ro wo.s Brussels , tor t he luc k i er l eave - g o e r s ---wi th it s 

h undr ,., de 0 1' n i gh t c lub s und i t s b i g depart ,ent st o r es f il lod with 

luxu r y g oo ds , it s luxurious ho~e l s a nd h ot ba ths . 

That' s t he k i nd o r n patchwork quilt wa r i s •• • • and that ' s wha t 

your b oys a r o comi ng ho:-,e f r oo . 

~ake n o , .1 a t ako a b out it . Hy vi c tory daf , t h e C6nad 1a n s o ldi e r 

was tur ning u i a t ull t hought s to h one • •• p l a c e wn i ch up t o now h ad 

boon sort ot l i ke a d r oru::. . ?Tow , he c ould t h i nk ab out t he home comi ng 



without r eservation • • • could turn h i s whole mind to thinkinB of h ow 

his wife would look ••• whether she ' d meet h i m at the station or wa i t 

for h i m at home and come runn ing down the walk o.nd he'd dro lJ h is k it 

on the ground and run to meet her . He could turn all h i s t houghts to 

wonder ing i f the k i tls wou ld rea ember him •• • it the ham.burgers still tast -

ed that way down at Joe's • .• ir the girlo were st ill as pretty on 

Portage Avenue . 

Jiri.aybe they 're headed back to civvy street . aybe they ' r o go ing 

to the Fa r East . But the immed i ate thing is that t ~ese Can ad ian boys , 

who have b en such a long time away , a r e c omi ng home . 

Those or you he r e at home won ' t f ind that the wa r has changed them 

very much . You ' ll find moat ot t hem broadened i n t h e i r Qutlook . They ' ve 

een a lot . 

Beh i nd them, they leave with the European peop l e s a res pec t to r 

Canada that never could have been bo ~ght with money o r instilled by 

1' propag{nda . The boys have been good ambassadors • • • an d "Canadian" is ..____ 
a respected word today in England nnd Fr ance and Belgium and Ro lland 

and Italy . 

Now, it only r emains to be seen what i mp ressi on t hese figh ti ng men 

wi ll make on their own c ount r ymen . 

Many of the boys were a b i t hazy abo ut t h i s home comi ng bus i ness 

when 1 talked to them in Ho lland and Germany three weeks ago . Doz e ns 

of them wanted me to look Canada over a nd writ e them wh a t to expect • • 

not only in the way of jobs , but also in t he matter of the gene r a l 

publ ic a ttitude towards returned se rvicemen . 



Many o t them a r e s c eptic a l o f t he r e cepti on t hey ' 1 1 get When they 

a sk the Canad i an emp l oyer it he c a n use a man who was a heck ot a good 

shot with a Br en gun or who was t he best tank d ri ver in the squadron . 

I think t h i s problem wi ll solve i tse l f . The r e wil l have t o be some 

adjustments made , it ' s true • • •• but the returning Canadian soldier i s a 

very solid c i t i zen o.nd you peop l e wil l be su r pr i sed and p l eased when 

you see hi m. lie br i ng s back no de ep ment al s car s , although ho may 

have a tow phys i cal ones . Be • s more li ke l y to talk to you about t he 

t h i ngs he sav-1 in L ondon or Pari a o r Br us s el s t han a bout how ma ny Ger -

mans he ' s k illed . He 'll want t o t e l l you all about t ha t fam ily with 

whom he waa b il let ed i n Holland , t he way t he y sacri f iced t heir p i tiful 

food r at ions t o bake h i m a cake on h i s b irthday . He ' l l te l l you that 

it ' s a pretty good thine to be a Canad i an , be c aus e o ve r in Eurppe t he 

peop l e think of Canada as a young , v i gorous c ountry wi th a g r ea t fu t u re . 

You ' ll find he ' s de veloped a great hatred f or the German . I t ' s a 

cold , reasoned h atred , born out of what he ' s seen himsolf . It s tart od 
¥fl' '1,- in Normandy . when the Germans shot ~ wenty C&n di an p ri sone r s . I t con-

t i nu ed to de velop through the months and rea ched it s peak wi th the final 

uncovering of the major German a t ro c ities . Tho Canad i an s old i er ho.te a 

tho German almost as muc h as a Dutchman does •• • and hatred oa n go no 

deeper than that . 

You ' ll f i nd that the Canadian so l dier haa one great tear •• • t he 

tear that t ~is wa r has merely set the stage tor another one . He Olin 't 

g vt t.. hat thought out of his mind . Any news 01' d i s c ord among tho Allies 

sends a ch ill t h r ough h i m. No t a s i ngle man I t a l ked to i n the last 

days of the wur i n Europe be l i eved in h i s h ~a r t t hat t h i s finally wa s 

the end ot war in our t i me . Mos t o r them were content to hop o tha t we 
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wou1d have fro m ten to tit'teen years ot v e a ce . And yet they al l ta a l 

that the key to lasting p eaoe is sogewhe re with in reach , it t he ~olit-

ic a l leade rs a et out in the ri ght dir uct i on . The mo st eloquent appeal 

tb t the Canadian sold i er can make 1'or p ermanent p e ace is to po i n t 

silently t o t h e l ine of wh i te crosses wh ic h e xten ds u p t h r ought Italy 

a nd fro m Normandy ri ght a cross France Belg ium and Hollan d int o No rth-

we s t Germany . 

It' s easy t o forg et wha t wa r was l i ke • • • easy tor a ll excep t t h ose 

who have lost lov ed ones • . and ye t we must~ forset . It' s a g oo d 

idea t o ke ep in your min d a p icture of what t h i s t hing c alle d battle 

i s l ike . Ask the boy& abou t it whe n they ge t . h o me . They Won ' t mind 

t a!k ing ab out it it you ask them . Thoy have so me terribl e stori es to 

tell , and y ou should he t-r t hen . Le t the c hild r en hear t b. e r.1 , too . 

The boys wan t to bo sure t t.a t you E.L t home r .:i e.lize what a wonderful t .. i ng 

peac e really i a . 

On the way home to Canada , I had a chance to see ~o re Cana d i an 

fi gh ting men •• • the men of t he H.o,:al Canad i a n Uavy •• • the sailors in t he 

little ships . was i n a corvette , and t he convoy we were s hepherding 

{ was t he l a st one to leave Britain i n •«.rtime . So we had ~ V- E Day 

at s ea . 

V- ll! Day at aea me ant an or der fr om t he Admiralty to splice th e 

me. i n brace •• • g ivi ng an ext r a tot or rum t o every man on th o s h i p . 

There was a -p iano in the r e creation ma ss and s ome body tried to 

o gani ze a sing-song , but without muc h . success . Everybody wao g l ad 

the war was ovor ••• but he r e aga i n wa s the fe el ing tha t the future 

might ho ld othe r wa rs . All th e vay a cross the Nort h Atlantic wa rt i me 

routine cont i nued on the shi p , and t here was pl en t y of se rious t alk 



in the wardro om and in the lower de c k s . 

' The nav y men we r e eager to get t he v i ews or t he men "1"- tho a r my , -;I 
a n d they we r e p l eased and excit ed to find tha t they thought a like 

on so many thi ng s . The r e was a fee ling ab oard s h i p th~ t Canad i an 

serv i cemen shoul d g et togethe r • • • not onl y t o look after their own 

we l fa r e in c ivili an l i fe , but to e x e rt ul l the infl uence t hey c ould 

to tt VOid futu r e wa r s . That was why n i ne t y pe rce nt or t he c rew or 

t h i s one sh i p. r ecent l y appl i ed for membersh i p in the Canad i an Legion . 

I t h i nk you 'l l fi nd Canada ' s ret u r n i ng s er v i c emen a r e thought ful , in-

, ell i g e n t me n with good st ories to t ell and b i g th i ngs to do . I t 

th e y ' r e mi shand l ed , t hey can be Canad a ' s g r ea t est p r oblem . Bu t g i v~ n 

an e ven break , thes e bo ys can be ou» g r eat e st po s twar a s s et . 



THE CANADIAN PRESS 
J. A. McNEIL. G~ne,al Ma~a: u u,J Su,dar:, 

Dear Tom: 

A. D. MERKEL, Atlantic Superintendent, 
92 G1t;ANVILLE STKEET, 

HALIFAX, CANADA 

June 4 , 1945 

I enc l o se a pr i nt of t he -p icture I was tel ling you 

about . It shows the Ger11en U- Boat eommander just before he 

l eft h i s submarine, and rounds 011t your set . It wa s taken by 

t he Army , 

T t ook Jim 'a nd Ol ga up to B:,b Leslie 's, near Liver-

pool, yesterday. We had _a grand time . 

Erwin Murray advised by telephone , this morlitng , that 

he sold the book rights of "Teliahassee" in Canada, t o Henry 

Cl ee~ of Amba s sador Books . This, I understand, is t he 

Canadian version o f Random H::iusc . 

Love to you and F.d i th , 

With best wishes 

Sincerely, 

Thomas H, Reddell, Esq. 
P . O. Box 459 
Livernool , N, s . 



June 22/45 

Dear Andy , 

Thanlf:s fo r sendi ng me Ha rpsichor d . I lik e 
y our t'i a l ec ti ons -- even mi ne ! Agnes li'oley ' s lines 
I t houdtt par ticula r ly f i ne - - I shoul d say Agnes 
Foley Wf:c llonald , of course . la t h or e a tubscri p tion 
fee tor Ha.rpl!lichor d ? Plea se l et me know whet it 
i s . Ha d a. c opy of' young Rae •n Parnassus , a g ood Job , 
witil sor!ut very good s tuf'f i n it and some , wel l, Jus t 
s tuff . 

J i a t e lls me y rrJ. ' ve been ga dding a bou t t he 
i r:ITTedia te ocea n wi th a n a dmi r al in a pl atinum- pl ated 
ba r g e or RO"lethin~ of t e s or t . Well, I can a l ways 
sa_y I knew you in your Fai rraile days . You do ge t 
r,.round , don 't y ou ·r 

I shall be c omi ng up to t he c l t y on J u l y 16 t h 
t o do e week ' s resear c h nt t h e Archives a nd ~ hous ie 
lib r ary, wi ndi ng up wi th a bit of hr oa dcast1ng and 
r scordi ng fo r t he CBC. >!ringi ne; J.!ot her back to L 1pool 
wi th me , p l u s sis t er Nelli e who i e c orn i ng up f r om. 
Alabama with her youngsters . Th.en I ' m pa.ek i ng ' em 
a ll of f t o t he beach f or n week while I t h r ash out 
t he bonee of a j,lo t f'or iny novel i n peace nnd s oli tude. 

' y bes t t o 'l'ull1 nnd t h e f amily, 



- ' 

Dear Tom; 

50 South Pa r k St r eet, 
Halifax, N. S . 
2nd J uly , 1945 

I t ' s grand news your coming up he r e soon. J\Ted Pra tt i s 
her e now, gathering materia l f or a poem on t he Navy . P.e was at t he house 
l a.s t night , a long with Bi l l Sclayt er end hi s br i de , Jim and Ol ga , Fred Ha wes 
and his gi rl f riend , Edpft'd Robert s , our reader on t he Ha r p of Acadi a and some 
ot her s . We a l l had a very plea sant t i me . ' 

I am wonder ing if you could ar range to have t he Liverpool 
Hi s torica l Society let us have the Tallahassee cutla sj 1 on l oan , for di s pl ay 
purposes , when t he new book goes on sa le , t he middl e of Eugust . 1:t,y i dea i s 
to have i t t n exhibition , pref erabl y in one of Eaton 1 s windows , with a ca r d 
detailing the cir cumstances of i ts pr esentat ion a nd saying i t is no\'.' the 
pr operty of t he L:lmerpool Hi s torical Society . Ot her pl a ns a r e t o have a 

' yacht r ace for a Ta l lahas s ee Cup , • pr esen t ed by one of t he newspapers , and t o 
have the ci v i c a uthor itie s use a chart of Halif ax Ha r bour as background f or a 
displ ay card advertising the publ i c hol i day to be celebra ted Monday Augus t 1 3, 
which i s wi thi n the Octave of the Ta l lahass e e exploit . I am e ndeavouring t o 
have t he book go on sale August 18 t he anniversary of Taylor Wood I s escape . 
The Navy is co- operating by gi vi ng their Seni or Naval Office r i n the Pacific 
some publicity, beca use he i s named afte r Tayl or i/ood , - - Har old Taylor Wood Gr ant . 

I enclose copy of l etter I have r e i&J_ved from Leo Cox , now 
Chief D:e cut i ve of t he Gibbon' s Advertising Agency and~ f"reasurer of t he Canadi a n 
Authors Association . He ha s written a good dea l of ver s e too . 

I s ent a copy of th~ a st i s sue of Harppichor d t o t he 
Of f icer Commanding t he Winnipe g Rifles a t Winnipe g. 

Love to you all, 

We had Marjorie Leslie , Ken ' s wife wi th us a couple of days l ast week. \'le 
a re both awf.Uly fond of her . ' 
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TITT' CANADLlN AUTHORS' ASSOCIATI ON 

The Harpsir:~ord, 
P . O. Box 3?, 
P.alifax, Wova Scotia. 

Dear Sirs: -

June 22, 1945. 

I would li~e to t hank you -~or sanding me 
a cony o f your publication ''The Harpsichord ", which 
I have read with greatest int erest and pleasure, and 
I wish you every success with th is interesting 

venture. 

I was particularly interested in the poem 
by Tho:nas H. Raddall, which is a very f ine piece of 
writing ana deserves widest publici t y . I am sure 
your publication will do much. to bring his work to 
t he notice of literary Canadians. 

Leo Cox 
my 

With every good wish for your success . 

Yours sincerely, 

= cox 
Honorary Tre!:!Burer. 



THE CANADIAN PRESS 

My dear Tom: 

J. A, McNEIL, G, ,.,,o/ J-fonat u a,td SecrtlarJ 

A. D. MERKEL, Atlantic Superintendent , 
92 Gll;ANVtLLE 5TR;EET, 

H ALIFAX, CANADA 

August 15, 1945 

It was awfully kip.d of you t o take the time out to do the s;;,lendid 
introduction to the radio script you forwarded las t week . I have been 
gallivanting about the country and this is t he f irst opportunity I have 
had of thanking you. 

Edgtir Kelley, the editor of The Herald , ,,;as not satis f ied with the 
review done by a member of his s t a ff and asked me to fix it up any way I fel t 
like do i ng. Inst ead I sugges t ed he run your introduction to the radio script 
as a lead for the review, which as a matter of fact I thought not bad . It 
will appear in Friday ' s Hera l d on t he editorial page. I trus t you will not 
nind . 

In addition I propose reoublishing it in a four-pa e leaflet I am 
planning to get out , including ext rac t s from w~atever reviews are availa ble , 
The back page will be taken up wi t h the reproduction of Si mpson ' s ad appear! 
in Tne Chronicle of last Monday , and which you no doubt saw. 

I propose sending these out with a covering letter signed by t he 
president of the Imperial Publishing Company and addressed to selected persons 
who migh t be interested in buying the books f'or Christ mas gifts . 

Yesterday afterno"n and evening I spent with George Uatthew Adams at 
his camp at Grand lake. He is very much interest ed in your work and jumped 
at the suggestion I ma de tha t t ogether we go out and call on him if you can 
make it some t ime toward the end of the mont h. + doubt you know Henry Ford 
has reproduced the house in which he was born, along with that of Abe 
Lincoln and Thomas Edison in Greenwi ch Village, De t roit. t.i:e has made a 
tremendous amount of money in his lifetime but has spent it ·a ll buying 
priceless fi:,:,s t editions and giving t hem to various univer sities, especislly 
Dertmouth. 

T ,H. Raddall , Esq . , 
Liverpool, 
)1 . s . 

1.oYe to you , 

As ever, 





near Toi'.l : 

50 South Park 8treet 
µalifax 

30the October, 1945 

I met an• awfully interesting girl here at t 1 e µandicr afts .~how at 

Simpson ' s l ast week , ';rully liked her too , and v,e had her out at t he house . ~h e 

i s a potter and is starting an establi shment including a school , at her hore 

near f1J.l.Jrouth . She se ems to be ,,,ell up in tl-ie lore of t> at part of t 1 e Countr y 

and tal ks of long- forgotten French and Ind i an s ites in her vicinity . She is on 

good terms too , with one of the Pa:j;zants with a _ und of good stories which have 

t o be separated from an even greater quantity of not so good , I omitted to 

men1:-ion her name is Fbelie (covrect) Church , She invited me ?fl to her place , 

promising she v;ould get the old man t o tal k , I sug.:-ested I br ing yo u a long , if 

possi ble and she was deli. '1hted , 

irow the po int is could you come up to f-lalifax , Tl,ursday "ovember 15 

i n time f or the Com· ercial Club luncheon a t l p ., let me take you to T."alrnouth and 

back Fri day and so be on hand for t'.·e Saturday nieht festivities at ~~ing ' s 

College . 1''ould gl adly take .Jim 'fo.rtell a long too , if he could spare t 1 e time . 

I am particularly anxious you addre ss tl.e Comrercial Club , if at all possi ble . 

They a re a great bunch and most anxious to hear you, They had ""dwar d 'Poberts 

r ead from Tal lahas see a couple of weeks back and whi le a few , I know, skipped t he 

luncheon, because of the poetry, Perman Cook of f'OC,ds Brothers , bless his heart 
made it t~e occasion of his first ,.1p earance at t'"'e Cl ub in hi s lif e . 



2'?2 THR 

'F'ver; thing goes SV'innringly in connection wi~h the Habitation proposition. 

I am f l ying to Ottawa Thursday, returning Saturday , as I want to see my old friend 

ltr . Tlsley El nd report personally to him just what is afoot . You may think me crazy 

but I intend urgin~ upon t he Parks Bureau that they complete the job tPey have 

started at Lovier Granville by constructing a replica of the 150 ton rarivel .Jonas 

t'nat brought out the original settlers a nd moor it off t!'le T--J'abitation or its 

vicinity during tr e ,C:: unr er months . 'The i dea is that no one , now using either the 

railway or the Bighway on the other side of the Piver , can see the Ha.bi tation . 'l'h is 

for the reason i t blends so per f e ctly into the hillside . But if a replica of 

the Jonas , high poop deck , yard arms and all \"ere anchored .in tre stream , boy oh 

boy . 

I finally wen t to my good friend 11a l ph Smd:t th , the Provi ncial P& t holist 

to lea r.,, why I .mn:ixl:0.Kt have been losing Y1eight steadily , since the early ~umwer . 
developed 

After a number of checks he has . reached the conclu,sion I have/as he phrases it a 

l' slight case cf diabetes . ><e has spoken to the d ·abetic specialist here and I am 

to see him on 1:1y return from 0ttawa . Ra l ph ::til:i: i s ho:?e ful the thinr can be cleared 

up by diet . But none of us are r·orrying . Of more concern to me 1':"a3 a rott.en sore 

throat , I have had for tl1e pa.st week , but ,vhich i s now getting better . 

fl.11 the above seems to tie up with my decision to apply f or super-

annuation next year . This after 34 years service with the CP . If the Roard 

of nirectors are reasonable and they have been no L.abl y generous in tl-:e pas t , it 

will be Lo\··er Granville f or me , come next Pay , and all t he tirre ,: wan t f or writing 

during tbe ~'inter rnonthif So cone up r•ov 15 f or a real heart to hearter . Tove to y01all 
As ever , tp,.Ju,.; 



Dear Tom : 

50 South "'ark street , 
Halifax . 

Many thanks for your letter of October 31. Delighted you 
are i:,:uing to sneak before the Cormnercial Club . Helen Creighton 
of the t;;or:i.en ' s Canadian Club , called me last night to ask if 
you could address them . I told her you couldn ' t. 

Glad you are bringing up the samples of Micma c pot tery. 
I have been trying to dig this up personally for months back 
and was invariable told by people I thought should know , there 
wer~ no remains of Micmac pottery . Should have gone to you in 
t he first place . 

Saw Dr . Holland , the specialist recommended by Ralph Snith 
last night . He could find no sugar although he had no opnortunity 
of testing the blood . He says i t is evidently a mild case 
and m!3y respond to a diet treatment. I am going in to Hospital 
November 18 for ten days or two weeks of observation . But I shall 
not be in bed, which is a help. I think it a ood thing to have 
a thorough examination, especially in view of the loss in weight . 

I havemightell you of my Ottawa trip , \'/hen I was t alking 
to Roy Gibson , head of the Parks Bureau , I told him of the in-
congruity of some of the bric - a - brac and suddenly thought of 
your letter and read from it your reference to the B.lffalo Head 
in the Com.Missioner ' s o f f ice . He slipped a note to one of his 
assistants t ell ing him to get r i d of the off ending head . I 
trust poor old Co l Ea ton will not blame us for the loss, as I 
think he sets some store on it . 

Love to you and E.dith , 

T'.10.nas Radd&ll , ::Sq . , 
Liverpool , N.s . 

As ever , 



THE CANADIAN PRESS 
GI LLIS PURCEU.. G~"Mral llu~u od ~cretar7 

OfJY 
/ Dear Tom: -

A. D. MERKEL, Atlantic Superintendent, 
92 GRANVU.u SnF.E'r, 

HALIFAX, CANADA 

January 4 , 194:,'.~ 

Forgive me for not having returned long before th i s , 
your very timel y s tory on Sabl e Island . Also enclosed is 
a copy of the script . I phoned Mrs . Raddall ask i ng her t o 
l isten in which she promised t o do. But have heard nothing 
since . I hope she did not mind my quo t ing your reference 
t o her in t he introduction . It was most kind of you to let 
us use this s t or y. We had many favoura ble com.rnents. The 
l.a urier , it seems , s ucceeded i n land i ng some suppl i es in 
time for the 1945 Chr istmas festivities . 

I was down at Annapolis last week. The buff alo head 
has disa ppeared f rom Colonel Ea t on ' s Off ice . Mi ss Hardy 
says i t was beginning to get ,no t h eaten. F1..mnily enough 
t hey n icknamed t he colonel when he wss a t college , "M:> t h 
Eaton . " Then Al bert Parker told me some of t he b i g sho t s 
at Ot tawa had instructed him to ship the polar bea r and 
timber wolf skins back whence they came . "Bre ' r FOX he 
says nuf f in'' • SO the New Year is well beg un . 

Love to you a nd yours, 

T. H. Radda l l , Esq., 
Liverpool , 
Nova Scotia . 



50 8outh Par k Str ee t , 
Pal i f ax , P . S. 

28 January, 1946 

Vy dear Toti : 

After I t a l ked to you on the telephone t his a f te rnoon , Ol ga 

phoned and asked me t o come out to her house , She is feeling pret ty badly as you 

may gue ss . '9ut h er mother- in- l aw is with he r , Phe spen t t he day over at 

Dartmouth bo t could no t see Jim , who still refuses to r el ax and accept treatment . 

The Doctors told her he was in good physical sh.ape and had not suff ered from 
(, 

exposure , I f he can qu:i,iten himself withi ng the next day or so he should respond 

to treatme r t pr omptly ~ I do ho pe t his is t he case and t hat he will be okay again 

s oon . l)lga told r.:ie t hey had cal led the noctor wh o sai d he would come if Jim asked 

for him . He theI1 prescri bed a sedative which .Jim ref used to t ake and lat er 

proceeded to beat it . Thinki ng to deter h i m they took off h i s clothes and struggled 

with h i m on the front porch . But he got avray .t,1and made fo r the Golf Links wh ere 

he was finally caught and taken i n tovm where he was examined by t he doctors and thm 

taken to Dartmouth , Al l t his happened l ast Friday night , at a time I was en route 

to Halifax f r om Annapolis . Ap arently they t elephone( Bishop Ki ngston and he cam e 

out but could do ndlth ing!folga asked me to 1·;ri t e you and give you t he dope . She is 

keeping her chin up , at least outwar dly , but it is a pretty to ..gh experience sh e 

is going through .{p-i rn has been terribly overwo_r ked of late . 3e is Presi dent of 

tJ-: e Ki ng 1 s College Al umni , a member of the Board of Governors and haS been doing a lot 

of radio writing as well as work f or the co- operatives . rpve ;s ever , 



May 16 , 1946 

Dear Tom : 

I greet you from Brow Hill Cottage to which 
I have renoved following my retirement from The 
Canadi an Press , as th~ attached blurb from 
3di tor and .?ublisher ·Hill show. Jl:verybody has 
been most kind and I do ~ot think I have made 
any mista:,;:e . 

When may we expect a vis i t fro~ you aud 
Edi th . ile are fa i rl,y well straighteaed away 
and can give ~ou a comfortab l e room any t i me 
you say . 

On foonday 27 bay I am due to ive an address 
before the Liverpool Kiwa~~1is Club . What do you 
know about that a:nd have you a~1y suggestions to 
make . Vie c ould leave FridaJ and .ia turday and 
have a d ,y ' s fishing in the La~ce Co:..rntry en 
route . That as a matter of fact is what I i'/Ould 
li~e to do . Dut it just oc curred to me Gordon 
and Peggy and their twins are coming dovm f or 
the 24th . , so Tul l y will uetied up . But that 
v,ill not hL1der .1e fr01'1 o.in ' fishing . 

TrJ.st all goes well with the ;,)Ook . 

Tho:::;1as H. B.addall, 
Li 7erpool , 
j.Jov-a wcotia . 

AS ever , 

....isq • , 



BROW HILL FARM 
LOWER GRA N VILLE 

June 1 2 , 1946 

Dear Tom: 

Had a l etter fro~ Bil l Deacon today and on 
the strength of it decided to attend the Toronto 
Convention . Will be leaving 'I'uesday , b~r way of 
DiebY and Saint John , arriving Toronto Thursday 
morning , June 2 7. Could you arrange to come this 
wa.y or have JOU :rour reservations . It woul d be 
nice if we could travel together . 

Love to ~ou and ~dith , 

'rhomas H. Raddall , .t;;sq . , 
Liverpool , 
Nova Scotia . 

.. 1..s ever , 



THE ABANAKI PRESS 
L OWER GRANVILLE 

August 17, 1946 

Dear Tom: 

Thanks for your note . I think Mr s . 
Gil li att wants you for the Fifth . In any event 
and wha tever the dates finally de cid ed v;e want 
you both to s pend a t least a n i ght with us . 

Thede Ro berts spent a f ew days with us 
t his wee k and t oday Elsie Pomer oy i s coming . 
Next week Char ley Br uce is due for a ni ght or 
t wo . I used to know Sydney D'?bson when he 
lived in Halifax years ag o .. T'-~ hi nk he married 
one of Syd Du.mare sq ' s daugti~ I know Chip 
Drury but not Chip Chipman .~' '{H0w does it fee l 
tr avelling with t he big shot s and wi th Napier 
Moore of a ll p e ople. 

We are opening t he I nn unofficially 
Monday. 

My best to you both , 

Thomas H. Raddall , Es q . , 
Liverpool, 
N. S . 



THE ABANAKI PRESS 

9th Octobe r , 1946 

Dear Tom: 

t~any tha nks for your letter . Mr . Johnson were only discussing 
our pl ans for t he great hunt a few hours before it arri ved . I i .m.:nediately 
too k it over and read it to h i m, and his d i sa pointment was most evident . 

What about t h is for a scheme , Tully and I to g o down for a night 
next Tuesday , say , and bring you back . I have no hunting license as ye t . 
Never had one ,- so can be on no blac k list. What a brain storm that was , 
on t he part of the Halifax brass - hat . The d e er are pl a~ing hell with my 
back orchards . Then we have wood - cock, phesants and partrid ge, to which 
licenses I understand do not a pply . I have never shot a four f oote d anima l 
in my life and do not want t o par ticula rly . But I would be g lad to ta ke 
a chance on a l i cense . 

1:/E: are hav!hng t h e most wonderful Aut umn as regard s weathe r , I have 
ever experienced . Pe gs and Gordon are coming down for Th.anksgiving Day 
b u(' I shall be free after M:)Ilday . Tully i s having a gr and time pickling 
and preserving t he f r uits of her Summer l abors . e were both deli ghted 
to hear from Ed it h and l earn t h e news of t he f amily . If I g o down to you 
1~r. Johnson says I am t o take a bucket of clams for Frances with his 
compliments . 

This is a most disjointed letter . But Helen left us yesterday . 
Her fia d is ill and is going to t he Hospi tal . But everything is as Old 
Bliss used to say it was at t h is time of the year and t he Goose Honks 
Hi gh . 

Love to you a nd success to t he new book , 

As ever, 



THE ABANAKI PRESS 
L OWER GRANVI LLE 

17t> October , 1~46 

e-...r To~ : 

.u ~t 1i ght I st,_~., 
_ J.IlC., . ,ihJ.~ 2:.: ...... 1? boo:-c it 

11.,.. .i..e , i..J. .,·hUi·'"'L.: ~-":; 
..;lville :::i. 1c' ,70:10· l1 ~o ~•u'."1 • 
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THE ABANAKI PRESS 

LOWER GRANVILLE 

8th De cember, 1946 

Dear Tom : 

Welcome home . J udging from al l accounts, you must have had 
a busy time , making so many a adresses. We missed hea ring you on the 
a ir from Toronto, by reason of t ne fact we attended a church su, per 
here . And was I mad whe n I reali zed there was no radio . But from a ll 
aides I have b een told it vvent over l ike a house a fire . Congratulations. 

Enclosed is t ne first piece I have done a long tne lines you 
suggested . I wrote it l a st night , but am not quite sure of t he date or 
t he spelling of t he name . Perhaps it you could find time to give i t the 
once m:i'.bn: over and make ·whatever suggest ions oc cur to ? ou . 

Every t h i ng here i s as you last sai,,-1 it . But I r i nd I sha ll ha ve 
to a ugment a somewhat i nadequate pension. Bob Rankin of t he Hera ld has 
been after me to do a series of articles for h i m and I may decide to start 
him on the enclosed , reservi ng of course t he book r i ghts. There are at 
least twe nt y subj ects on which I could vrri te a nd with the help of Bob 
Chambers they mi ght make an attract ive Saturday feature . What do you thi nk . 

Tully continues to enjoy life at Browhill. Paula is marryi ng 
Al t on Hayd en come Thursday . 

Love to you a l l, 

As ever , 



January 25t h, 1:)46 

Dear Andy- . 

Ttm'nks f or l e t ting me s e e t h e 11 t tle 
s ea - shell I nd i an s , they are deligh tful and I 1m 
sure will be mos t popular . I ha.ven • t a single 
c r iticism or sugges tion t o make , i n fac t my hat 1s 
of f t o the i r cr ea t or. I wonder if I may keep 
t hem -- payi ng fo r t he", of cours e. Or are t hese 
the only ones you have f or demons tra ti on 1 

I fo llow your progress t hrough t he nev,spapers 
you certainly get a r ound . Al l power t o you. 

Love t o Tul ly a nd yoursel f from a l l here , 

Sinc er ely , 



2nd February , 1347 

Dear ·rom: 

1:.anJ thctnks for .,rour note . I must t r J to get up t o Ha lifax 
.,:or tnat t·aznous paper . roo bau about Hol ly\v!Dod and l-'r i de 1 s .1.•anc y . Ly 
su.g:'est ion would be to try London . 'fhe Bri tish movi es I find are ,·rdy 
better than those put out b f t11e tan~cs . 

I v1rote George 11·ob ter January 23 , offering h i L1 first crack 
at t.ie .1ew book , as he once asked. me to do, and. e.iclosing a sample 
stor.1, that ,1eali:1g -with the . ·oose .'Liver rescue . I have not hear'l fron 
hi - as Jet and tou.ay v,rote Bill Deac on enclosL1g a Cl!PY of my let cer' 
to t'oster, along witn a.:1.other story , that dealL1g with tne poets \'!ho :risiti 
vtsitc,1 tLie house f rom time t o t i me . 

It 2: 1-1.s occurred to me you mi ght have some sug-est ions to make 
vO tne na .. uli..J.g of the thing . I have now uo.ne a.p1roxi.11atel.r 50 , 000 

1·,or s L. 21 Chapters a,1ct am plan11i n.g to do more . I have sold tne i.ews-
:iao1:n an.u 1irst puolicatio 1 ri :hts to t ~e fir::;t twelve I d i d to t~1e 
ierald a:1d am aic~eri:ig wi tu t1ie CDC . , over the rad io r i ~hts . 

Fred Hunt le., has resented me vvi tn a ., oung bird dog, an 
\ • .;lis . .Jetter, a ;eur an:i a half old . He is the most beaut iful thing 

i l.lH~ ila,:l of ,t ogs , I thi11:-: I have ever seen . havi ng v101,, f our Firots 
-'Ur shows l ast Jear . Bui he is dumb as co.n;,ared wi th old Joe . I 

.... ll, l .!lull get Herb Hu<iso .1 to trai .1 him. He has take n a great anc y 
to me a~1( follows ·wherever I go . 

Our best to .:;d i th and the chilr1ren. 

,-1.. s eve r, 

ff. ( 9U,f) 



7th January , 1948 

Dear '110m: 

Have just f i nished readi ng the WEDDI NG GIF'l1 and want you 
to know hov; much I have enjoyed it . Many of the s tori es were absolute l y 
new to me , a s J. dare say t hey are to most people . I part icula rly liked 
THE OU'l'GASTS . 

Ha ve nofhad a gr~a t deal of luck with my li terary endeavour's . 
But intend keepi ng after it . '£he autobiography has come back tvdce nov.r , 
from McLelland St eward and from Longman Green . I i ntend re - writing it 
as a more connected story . Then Hedley uoty gave me fourtee n photographs 
he got of the Habi tation l a st year . I wrote a story around them , quot i ng 
Kenneth ~E:B.tis:xi Ji: Harri s , the Architect , i n the mai n and shi pped the 
whole off to the Nat ional Geographic . It came back and I thereupon sent 
it to Ma.cleans . Scot t Young i n rt'(!urning it , suggested I try t he Canadian 
Geographic , ,•1ho now have it . ·rhe n I have done three and a half chapters 
of a book on Ang4.s Walter• s BLU-::.Nos:..:: . Thi s ,·,ill be profusely illus trated 
with MacAskill Pl'fJ tographs and should ri ng a bell somewhere . Bob 
Rankin is taking an a rticle a week for the Hera ld . S03- a ltogether I have 
plenty to do and am enoyi ng t he wi nter here to the full . 

Tully and I spent the grea ter part of today , shovelling a 
pat i;>h for the oilman and it i s quite a chore sawing and chopping the 
wood re quored to keep the open fire a nd t he stove i n the drfning r oom 
go i ng. 

Mr . Johnson , made a bi g mistake , I am afraid gi vi ng up every-
thii~ and moving to Port Wade last winter . He is cripp led up with 
reh~tism now to such an extent Paula has to help him dress . 

Was that not a grand snowstorm we had . We were isolated except 
for the telephone f or about ten days . 

Vii t h be s t wi sh:5" for the New Year to you all , 

·rhomas H. Raddall , Esq ., 
LI VJ:RPOOL , 
I-!'ova Scotia . 

Si ncere l y , 



' 

16th ;·arc h , 1948 

Dea r Tom: 

~liany thanks for your note received today . The t{(»J stories 
I did for the Herald J WARTr E Hi-1..LI Fi\X a nd AFTER PE.t-t..RL HARBOUR se em to 
answer all your questions . The Pearl Harbour story was not used a s 
perhaps you know . "fill you plea se let me ha ve them ba ck after taking 
a nyt hi ng you want . 

It wa s l~rs C . S . ,.- ¢.Ewen . Her husband was a medical of fie er in the 
Navy . I met him at J:he A_jax Club . !.~rs Giraud , one of ?!ur ray i'<'acNeil I s 
daug hters , was a volunteer worker at t h e Club , and J . 1:1 . Godfrey , the 
ba rrister was one of t he directors . Th e Odell residence is at the corner 
of x5tmoc:lrttxf. Tobin and queen Streets , directly op:posi te Fort 'Pi.Tas sey Church . 
ui e gossip was ?!. rs A. S • .i 1ac?,,. illan , wife of t he Premier , a worshipper at 
Fort yrassey was the prime mover i n having the li o:ense cance l led . I recall 
I wa s very sore over the thing at the time, but t his of course was merel y 
a personal feeling . 

A~l Leonard !'urray , a Pictou boy , who ma rried an Ontario 

;~:a~; i i:~euP ~h~e~!! :;;P;~~ ;~~=t !m~~~ai~e 
boys a t Deven~port , the Britis h Naval School . She s a id tha t i f they used 
a cut , t hey were on no account to refer to him ~s a Canadian . He had 
ha ::)1ened to be born in En gl a nd during t he F;f.W)!' 1J otl d lfar . She insisted 
to t he news papers he ha d be e n born and educated in Engl a nd and therefor 
wa s to be referred to only a s a n En glis hman . Hugh De bbie, who wa s Fortress 
Cpmmander a t Sydney , during mos t of t he Second ·vorld 1.'la r , told me t ha t on 
one occasio n t he Admira l and his wife had _paid him a visit . He was at 
pai ns to show ~· rs . i urray a ll t ha t wa s to be seen a t t he Sydneys a nd 
sugges ted they pay a visit to Lou isb urg . But \f rs -,,-urray said she wasn ' t 
interested . '3 he expalined that when 11 ving i n En e land she had been 
b illeted ne a r the site of one of t h e Roman towns a nd really d!bd not think 
s h e co ul d be intere s ted in a site t ha t went bac k a mere coup le of 
centuries . Duri ng the irfestiga tion ordered by the Dominion Government 
she ba r ged into the P res1', Box a t t h e Province Hous e a nd insisted on remain: 
f a cing poor Len , until she was ordered to get out by the Royal CoIILOissionei 

.. :y recollection is only beer was served at the Ajax Cl ub , under 
strict disci _;;, line . It was an attemt to g ive t he British sailor what he 
cra ved , under d';lcent conditi ons . I do not recall any riot in Halifax in 191! 
I remember Ar m$stice Day very well too . Tr oop s_ were brought into Halifax 
from De bert i n 1 ·ay 1945, but t h ey ha d nothing to do . Saw no movies . Heard 
somethini3 a bout c hesterfield s uits a nd Eatons and hi gh jink s after they 
ha d hit t he stree t from the second storey window but s aw nothi~ 

Love t o Edit i:th . Its a tough brea k when one ' s mother g oes , no .ltlfr.'i 
matter what t he circumstances . I know because I ha ve g one through the same !~~~~A~s:.~!: . '3olf my ca r l a st Fall . I f "lill wait I think before buyine; 



;Jear '.l'om : 

BROW HILL FARM 
L OWER GRANV ILLE 

NOVA SCOTI A 

e>unday 7th .1.iovem.ber , 1948 

J:,.any thanks for the very fine review of the new boolr , I had 
su ester.... to vecil .JaJ'• that he 0et JO'.l to .o it an< ar aw'f'ull.; g l ad 
he a id. 

1 uas in 1talifax ~Tiuay anu bouc;ht ,::our Iuc:i.cue: c __ an book as 
~1ell as t:1e 1/est 1Wvies . This for vuy Uean 1 our local merchant . ... i..,erson 
.eress 1 think have do_1e a sv,ell job wi tJ.!.. tne blue110se booic. ..::,ut 1 
.10UJ"t ver., .1 ... uc ~1 if their selling -1e]lartme_1t , neasures up to their 
?rouuct ion . ithe:c--i is Jour boo:: on dalifax co.:.._in0 out·r 1 am on the look-
out for it too . 1.1.owarU ,lj8r~delier tol.i r.ie H erson' s are closi1F out 1·he 
.t:soo"croon1 , 1st .i:ebruarJ next . .1his· is too bad . A are.1t1~- the __,ni:;l i~ :re\", ... ever ueele.,1 is Ju.::ip1.ng over the traces . J:ie should be run out of 
1lalifax • .oondelier tells me lle is going up to 1.ora~1to to head up their 

~~! 0.~a~~~~ri~0 ;1~t~~=s G-~~e~;~ce~~--~BL0~~-o~:0 Vl~~;~:~~e!~r:i~~t v~f 
copies of the book i:1 .~ontrcal , by actual count • .tmrton 1 s had f 9ur. l'he 
rest had 11_t hea!'d of it . 1 sus ect ueorse .roster , wo lct have ,one a 
'etter job . 

J. sclr10"' _;au 15 cents eit.ner for the ...,3.turda:¢ ~vening Post . 
Dut J. bouoht the current issue containL15 our storv on C>eal Island . 
ureat vmrk. 

dhen are we goL1g to see JO.l , 

l.tOVe to all, fro;,,1 all here, 



BROW HILL COTTAGE 
PORT ROYAL, NOVA SCOTI A 

POSTA L A DDRESS 

V tA GR A NVILLE FERRY R.R . 2 

31st March , 1949 

Dear 'rom: 

Peter Ni cholson of the Order of Good Cheer Executive , 
vn.·i tes you are be i ng a s ked to a ddress the Order Ladies Ni ght , 
p re f era b l y 25th I.lay . 

I do hope you vd ll f i nd it p o s sib le to do just tha t 
and to bring a long Edith and t he children fo r the holiday . Please 
stay vr.i. th us a s long a s you like . I k n.av, hoVI bus y you a re a s 
well as your dete rmi nation , not to bec ome involved i n out s i de acti / 1 
vi ties. But we \'/OulU both love to see you , as you kn ovr a nd there 
is much I have to ta l k about . 

Ryerson P r ess write the~,r on l ~r ha ve sold toda te 1226 
copies of SCHOON3rt BLUENOS_; , This :.:; eems extraord i na r y to me , since 
the boo}: certai nl y got a gra nd press . Frie nd Benne tt , of Dalhousie 
I s ee is revi e,;ring it on the a ir Monday . Hov, many copies of 
HALI FAX , W.:..RDEN OF 1':FC NOR'l'H , sold to date? 

Had inte nd ed taki ng in the Press Gal lery dinner at 
Ottavva Saturday ni gh t, but f i nd I ca nnot ma ke i t . Charli e wri tes 
t-m: apropos of St La urent shaki ng hand s vrith Drew the other day 
h e ha s s een everythi ns now . 

Love to you all froIJ us both a nd p l ease tr:/ not t o 
d isappo i nt us . 

T . H, Raddal l , ~s q . , 
LIV.Kt{POOL , 
Nova Scotia . 

As ever , 

/wl /(JA 
{~~) 



BROW I.HLL COTTAGE 
PORT ROYAL, N'b.£-;A..SCOT IA 

POSTA.L AOOR E SS 

V I A GR A NVI LLE FERRY R, R. 2 

30th June, 1949 

Dear Tom: 

I enc:i_os e post off i ce order for the $3 . , I ;.J~e you . 
Thanks very much . I was a trifle embarrassed , but what'lfhe heck . 

Gwen Bea ttie an old friend aske d me to do the review 
a ppearing in THE CRI ER . In writine; her I told t he story of 
your early experience wit h 11 .. :uclean ' s never thinking for a 
moment she would make it the basis for t heir stray about you . 
Hope you do not mind . 

Lillian :.n tc hell wrote me yesterday after I had asked 
her to let me know about the itinerary I had previously suggested . 
F i nd it is mostly Anna;')Qlis . \"/ rot e her i n reply I thoug ht it 
extraordinary I had not been previously consulted , seeing I was 
on the spot . 

Now I propose going ahead a nd organizing , at no cost 
to those joining me an expedition over the P ony Express Trail . 
marking the Centenary of the Associated Press . Miss iatchell writes 
31 are going by bus others by car to the Habitation visiting Windsor , 
Grand Pre and Annapolis en route . They will lay over Saturday night 
in Annap olis going down to t he Habitation after lunch , on S unday . 
Instead I propose rent ing a ca r a nd starting off Saturday with the 
rest and making all the scheduled stops . We shall start from the 
old Cunard Wharf in Hal i fax a nd tr~ to note the stopping places of 
the Express en route . After the f e~ tivities at Anna polis we shall come 
to Brow Hill , where we shall spend the ni g ht , comp l eting t h e run 
to DI GBY GUT , the present Victoria Beach Sunda .Y.:morning . Vi e shall 
r eturn to the Habitation and meet Miss Mitchel f followi ng lunch at 
John Casey ' s place . May I c ount please on you and Edith . There wi ll be 
f o ur ot hers, the C. P . if they are interested , and Rod Kennedy . The 
newspa pe r s should be repr esented . Vi e shall hEJ.ve to arrange also for 
~~~=~~dt~r d~oi ~i~~otograoher to ma ke t he tri p . Think I can induce the 

Tully will be home Saturda~r with t he Lynch kids . Think 
now I shall g o in with Pegs and Gordon :i.ionday 4th July . 

Love t')J you, 

.-/?-



BROW HILL COTTAGE 
PORT ROYAL, NOVA SCOTIA 

POSTAL AOOR E SS 

V I A G R A NVILL E FERRY R . R . 2 

18th JanuarJ, 1 95) 

Dear Tom : 

The c hant.:es are J OU have never heard of Laurenc e Dakin, 
10 cu:fran 0treet , Eerne .Bay , r1ulc l and Ii . I , :rew L•ealand . _ QDlly 
:;:,3eresP'brd, who,... I thi .k you knov1, head of tile ..:;;<:;lish Department a t 
the 1;ormal ~E ge, tells n.e she .1ever heard of hLn . t It.A.- l....t, 1;--t........ 

I used ~u know his dad , .Dlair .Jaki-1, when I lived i ..i 
..;,i gb·, . l'hen iriend .Rhodenizer i n the bio;ra}.)hical notes he pu...:lished 

~~8~h~lL:~!J~~s t ~i~g~~t 'f~~ ~~fn~v!~u~~i~.1.J~,i~h~sp!a~~a~~a~~c~~cl~~~ 
Coulu.rubi a Unive r s ity i.c1 1;ew Yor k in medicine , '£he ?aris Dorbo nne , dm 
literature and some Univ1rsity i n Tenice also i n literature . He ha s 
l ived m~st of his life a t-road , where he has pu lished five books , 
J , :~ , Dent and Compan;,;_have just published his first book in Canada . 
It is called TAN'..;R.::;J . I got t he J;d:.10atio.c1 office library i n Halifax to 
send i:t f o r it , and they sent in on to me . alil a rticle drawing attentiio 
to it a:p)ears i n the currect issue of the Review the,,: put out , Daki n 
too is somewhat of a l i nguist, speaking some five or six l anguages 
fluently . All his books published abroad have been translated i nt o 
a variety of l anguage s and some a re required reading i n the .Schhols 
of Italy , ~~uite a l ad and to think he was bor n at ..-:iandy Co ve, tv1enty 
mi les from .Ji gby. ,,creover he has pulled hi.~self up by his bootstraps , 

11ave been i n corrse ·0~1dence with him over t ! ·acLeod 
Oddv ssy \'Thich is up for its centenary OJ! next yea r . ,. and is less 
200 miles from the spot.:. taken over by the 3 ova Scot i a~'l i l 1851. 
rtave be en suggest i ng he should return to Nova Jc o t i a a:1d devote 
himself to Glooscap , i nstead of fdl:re·,er writL1g about the gods of 
Hi \ -;h Olymp us , ::;: .a let,.,er received todau he s av s this : 

than 

"I am overwheL1ed by the co~1stant and nob le tributes ·which my ~ @ 

generous confre rs - des- lettres are showering upo.n me in my ho..:ne 
province . Indeed this more than anything else is making it i ncreasinly 
difficul t for £16 to re.:ia i n a-way . :r 

IDiy not wri ~ a~ addres ;:;; I have given above ~ s . 
You are the best ::£,;iter v,e have to day i n N. 8 , A ·,·,ord fro1i1 you should 
settle the quest ion for him. ,-,.ir .mail t o I~ev1t.Jealand cw s t.. 15 cents 
the quarter ounue . It i s .,uch fas¼ of course , 

Love to you and all i n Liverpool . ~sever , ) 

"'"' "" '"''' "'"· '" "" '"""" """"'· .,., '"""' '°" ,J:t:c,,,, ''""'(~ ."~ '""'" "' Acadia, f. 1,,0,,Jc//c. Tmnslation , _/frSI published "' L <J11 do" , " ' 1{1)9. 



~ uren jf}o tr l 

AN N A PO L IS R OY A L. N . 5. 

2nd Febr uar y , 1951 

Dear Tom: 

Congreatulations on THE NYtv'IPH AND THE LAMP, which many say 
is t he bes t yet. He re ' s hoping the new ubl i sher s do well by it . 
The stor y I never tire of telling is that they paid y ou $10 , 000 . 
in advance Royali t ies , .. be f ore you had touched pen t o paper. So naturally 
you who di d not wan t particluarf y to be t agged an histori cal 
novelost took them up . The poinl i s how do I go about obta i ning a 
Revi ew copy. Do not wi s h to pay o ut !l(Jney for it , which I woul d g l ad l y 
do if t his damn cost of living had not s ucceded in bal ling me up . 

ThA ,b awf ully for your note followi ng Tully ' s deat h in ~ept . 
Had ten or t~ve i ~ all throughout the Summe r as you nkow, inc l ud i ng 
eight gr and - chil dr en Well they all up and left me follow i ng the 
funera l. I s t uck it as l ong as I coul d , cooking my own meals I anj:l 
going through TuJ: ly ' s thi ngs . So I came here last Tuesday for a week 

~;e!e:~;~t~r~: i r ~hr~;~~~~dpi~~: ~n~ripttr~~t::;eaf~ d~~~:;:ii~~~ ~:;: 
fin ally deci ded to se l l t he phwe and to £~ ke a s mall apart ment ne .,r --r 
the Archi ves in HalLfax • 

..., Oud t ted to say am just i n rece i pt of a lette r from Le sloe BarnE 
st amp ex~ of th e Family He r a l d to whom thr ough the go~ off ices of 
Rod Kennedy I had submi tted Tully ' s accwnulation of 75 ,fioo stamps f or 
an ap pr aisal . His letter of t oni ght sai d t hey were wort h $82 . 50 and he 
had a definite offer of $80 . 00 . Wi r ed hi m toni ght a c c e r:tting t he offer 
b ut poor Tul 1 woul d be mad I know if she knew her work-lof a l i f ) t ime 
was wor t h only )/ 80.00 

Love t o you and Ed pth , As ever, 



December 13th, 1951 

Hello Andy, 

Thanks for your not .. , which was most interesting , 
although I can •t agree with you when you say that there was 
no ship-to-shore wireless transmission as far back as 1898. 
Marconi had done it several times in Britain and Italy during 
XU: 138 and 199. In 199, during the international yacht 
race off New York, the 11 Mackay-Bennett 11 reported the race 
by wireless to the Sandy Hook lightship, which was connected 
by a short cable to the shore, The idea of putting it on 
the lightship was simply to get clea r of the tA.11 l.uild ings, 
electric light wires and other interference in New York 
harbor itself. 

Even the first ship-to-shore transmission of 
radio telephoy in Canada was not in 1921 as you think. 
It was being done every day by the U ,S ,Navy sub-chasers 
operating out of Halifax in the latter part of 1917 and 
during 1918. The American blimp airships operating out 
of Eastern Pas sage at that time also had radio-teleohone 
communication with their base, but I don't know if ihat 
wa s the first air-to-ground R/T in Canada. The C ,P. 1s 
coverage of the schooner races of Halifa:x in 121 was, I 
think, the first commercial ship-to-shore R/T in Canada, 

My broadcasts seem to have stirred up quite a 
lot of interest. Amongs t other matters, the National 
Research Council at Ottawa wants me to donate to the ir 
laboratories my old 11 coherer 11 , which was part of Marconi •s 
apparatus used at New York in 1899 aboard the 11 Mackay-
Bennett11; and Time magazine has borrowed the photographs 
I possess s howing the 11 Mackay-:Bennet 11 , the two yachts, 
the Sandy Hook lightship, and the ori§:inal wireless outfit 
set up in the ship 1s chartroom. The photos are a bit faded 
after ell this time and I doubt if they can use them, but 
they wanted to see them anyway. 

What you say about the early trans-Atlantic 
transmissions from Glace Bey confirms a good deal that I 
hea rd from veteran opera tors in my day. The Marconi people 
were accepting all kinds of messages at 18 cents a word 
in competition with the cable rate of 25 cents, and then 
having to send the stuff by cable anyway, paying the odd 
7 cents themselves, because of breakdowns in the wireless 
connection. It was 7 or 8 years before they really got the 
trans-Atlantic wireless working properly . 

.A.re you spending the winter at the Wolfeville 
address? I believe Martha Thor:ici.s is wintering at Blomidon 
Lodge, I suppose you've seen Charlie Bruce 1 s new book, 
11 The Mulgrave Roe.d11 , It 1s first-rate and should have the 
G.G,Award for 1951. For that matter Charlie should have 



got it long ago, Charlie blew in here for an hour last 
Fall. It wa s grand to see hirn a.gain. 

My 11 The Nymph and The Lamp11 is still going: str ong, 
Including book- c l ub sales the hard-bound editions have 
run to 115 , 000 copies in Canada and the U.S. alone , with 
the :British and farious foreign editions stil l to hear 
f r om. The soft-back edition in the U.S. has run to more 
than 100,000 copies. The Reader ' s Digest Book Club, 
which included a condensed edition of the novel in its 
Spring book, sold 4o2,000 copies. The novel is now 
appearing on television in the U.S. as an hour-long ple.y , 
with movie actors Robert Preston and Margaret Sulla.van 
in the leading roles. 

Cheero, 
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