
November 26, 1995
Dr. Elizabeth Mann Borgese 
President
International Ocean Institute 
Dalhousie University 
1226 LeMarchant Street 
HALIFAX, Nova Scotia 
B3H 3P7

Dear Elizabeth,

I am sorry to have to apologize again for my tardiness. In cleaning out my 
papers on my departure from Ontario Hydro, I have just discovered to my great 
embarrassment that I did not respond to yet another of your letters, this one from April 
29, 1995. While the past few months have been a particularly busy one for me and I have 
fallen behind somewhat in my correspondence, I nevertheless would not have neglected 
for long getting back to you, particularly on a subject as important as the establishment 
of the Independent World Commission for the Oceans. Somehow your letter found its way 
into the wrong pile and I have just retrieved it.

By now I have, through our common friends, become somewhat more 
familiar with your plans for the Independent Commission for the Oceans and I very much 
hope that Pacem in Maribus XXIII in Costa Rica in December will lend strong impetus 
and support to this initiative which, I am pleased, is already well launched. I am 
particularly pleased to know that President Mario Soares of Portugal has now agreed to 
act as Chairman.

I am most grateful to you for your suggestion that I be associated with the 
Commission in some way. It would not be feasible for me to become a Member and, in 
any event, your membership is, as I understand it, now in place. And I would not really 
qualify as an "Eminent Person", but if you decide to create a category of honorary 
membership, I would be pleased to associate myself with the Commission in this or in 
some other way. In any event, quite apart from the formalities, I would be pleased to do 
whatever I can — which may be rather limited in my current situation — to be helpful and 
supportive.

Let me also say that the "Position Paper" you have prepared for the Social 
Summit was one of the very best inputs I saw for this conference.

I would welcome an opportunity to see you again and get up-to-date on your 
latest thinking and activities. While I continue to remain based in Toronto at the above 
address, I also have an office in Washington at the World Bank where my address is:
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Senior Advisor to the President 
Office of the President 
The World Bank 
1818 H Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20433 
Tel: 202-473-6556 
Fax: 202-522-3433

Let me say how much I admire the continued leadership you are providing
in respect of the oceans and the global condition generally at a time when such leadership 
is all too rare and has never been more needed.

Warmest personal regards.

Sincerely,

Maurice F. Strong



Dalhousie University

FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION

To: Dr. Maurice Strong
FAX No: 416 971 3691

From: Elisabeth Mann Borgese
FAX No.: 1 902 868 2455

International Ocean 
Institute

Date: 6 July, 1995

Subject: World Commission on the Oceans

My dear Maurice,

A little progress report on my part is long overdue - -a n d  here it is.

To sum up: everything is going extremely well.

I have just returned from Lisbon, from a meeting with President Soares, and the 
Independent World Commission on the Oceans has been established, under his
chairmanship. The purpose of the Commission will be:

. to focus world attention on the importance of sustainable ocean development
and the law of the sea;

. to observe the process of ratification, implementation and progressive
development of the Law of the Sea Convention, at national, regional, and global 
levels;

to examine whether States, especially developing countries, are able to fulfil
their duties, enjoy their rights and generate their benefits under the Convention; 
to analyze the difficulties they might encounter, and to propose ways and
means to overcome them;
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. to observe the process of implementation of Chapter 17 of Agenda 21, at
national, regional and global levels, and the function of the Convention in this 
process (legal framework; peaceful settlement of disputes; enforcement);

to follow the development of regional programmes of cooperation and 
development in the marine sector and examine how they adjust to the new 
requirements of integrated ocean management and sustainable development;

. to examine the role of the Law of the Sea and ocean development in the
process of restructuring the United Nations system as a whole for the 21st 
century and elaborate proposals to strengthen this role.

There is an Executive Committee of 5 members as follows:

Africa: Ambassador Layashi Yaker, Algeria 
Asia: Dr. Yoshio Suzuki, Japan (NRI)
Europe: Minister Guido de Marco, Malta
Latin America: Minister Jose Vargas, Brazil
North America: Dr. Elisabeth Mann Borgese, Canada

The first official session of the Executive Committee and the First Plenary Session of 
the Commission will take place in Tokyo, on September 5 through 8 this year. The 
official announcement of the establishment of the Commission will be made on the 
occasion of this First Session.

Apart from establishment and procedural matters, this session will have to consider 
and adopt an information note and brief message to the 50th General Assembly of the 
U.N., as well as guidelines for a somewhat substantive interim report to the CSD in 
April. This interim report will then have to be adopted by the second Plenary, in 
Europe, in February 1996. We have two invitations: from the Government of the
Netherlands, and from Monaco; we also have one from Brazil.

Funders have indeed responded most generously. Jan Pronk is contributing $300,000 
to begin with; he is also seconding a high-level professional to the Secretariat; and he 
has invited us and is paying for a Plenary in Rotterdam, which means another
$300,000 or thereabouts. In Japan they have raised half a million dollars instantly,
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and they are ready to raise more. Brazil has pledged $100,000 immediately, plus the
invitation for a Plenary; Monaco, Malta, UNDP, all have made pledges. The project is
financed well into its second year, to start with. As a matter of fact, I am rather
amazed how well this project is being received!

Now, to the point: Of course we would like to associate you with this project, in any
form you would want to: as Commissionary or as an Eminent Person (which would
cause you less work!). And we have developed an excellent working relationship with 
the Earth Council, which we would like to maintain and expand, even if, as I hear,
Alicia would leave by the end of the year. Ron Leger has been most helpful.

There is, in particular, one aspect of our work where cooperation will be mutually 
extremely useful, and tha t  is: the regional hearings we are organising all over the 
world. As far as I know, there never have been hearings on the oceans, and they will
make a basic contribution to the work of the Commission. They will be conducted
under the responsibility of our Vice Chairmen who will cooperate with the IOI 
operational Centres in India, China, Japan, Fiji, Senegal, Costa Rica, Malta, and 
Canada. China has already had its hearings. The others are all ready to go ahead. We 
have an excellent background paper, with questions. Hearings will be held also in 
Australia and New Zealand, in the Persian Gulf (organized by Qatar) and in Malaysia 
and I th ink Thailand.

If you can help us, not only in Costa Rica but also in other places, and we Share the 
results of the hearings, I think we will all gain from this cooperation.

Invitations for the Tokyo Plenary are going to be issued very soon.

Would it be possible at all for you to attend? As a Commissionary? As an Eminent
Person? In either case you would receive an official invitation from President Soares.

Do let me have your reaction as soon as possible. I shall be at home until July 23. 
Then I have to go to the Baltic and to Jamaica (Seabed Authority).

All the best, and much love,
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P.S. I am usually at home in the morning (phone, 902 868 2818, fax 902 868 2455) 
and in the evening after 6:00.
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