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King David and King Solomon
‘Led merry, merry Lives,

With many, many lady Jriends
And many, many Wives;

But when old age crept over
With many, many

King Solomon wrote the.
And King David wrote the P

—James Ball N




that their authors are stea

more and more, better aud bener,
about less and Tess. The writing of
our minor but respectable novelists
is elegant, Woolfish, allusive; preg-
nant with an elusive meaning which
seems to have escaped the authors

themselves. What, if anything, is |

behind the broad, pensive brows of

these fictional housewives pausing for |
a melancholy cigarette as they hang

the washing on the line ?
She was going to get another meal in a
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e it that there are three main re

we may read because we wish to enlarge our

experience, to live vicariously through human
relationships not as yet encountered by us, per-
haps unlikely ever to be; or to be carried into
far-away places; slums, palaces, or long-past
times: this is the novel as ‘illusion”, and its s - l g
principal element is the willing suspension of the " . Faced with the windy Erum{nﬁlammtﬁs
reader’s disbelief. Finally, we may go to the of ives, with dust-j MG
novel for new light upon the human con. ing ‘A deeply moving analysis of a wor
dition; from his delineation of particular events ritual Calvary, by a merchant-seam:
‘fen=" - “will turn to the Critique of Pure Reason

s hand or to The Ascent of Ewverest
or better still slip the Faerie Qu:
ket and go for a long walk in the fi

tent and the real, between the mountain of
manner and the mouse of matter, probably
account for most of the well-deserved unpopu-
larity (with the responsible critic) of the novel
toda;

y that the * straight * p)
sopher might find himself less able to do:
is the novel as *illumination ’, and its pri
lement must reside in the novelist’s .
capacity and understanding of life. &
When critics complain of the decline or com-
‘pafative unimportance of the modern novel, they
do not perhaps always distinguish between these
three functions as closely as they might. Clearly
the novel, as “story’ pure and simple, will
always be with us, as it always has been; it will
take more than nuclear fission to Kill the human
desire to_hear fales. But critics are united in
denying the very name of ‘novel”’ to tales that
| have not at least a smattering of illusion or
illumination, and it is these two elements that
may seem to have fallen upon evil days. In the
‘ﬁrst place, illusion (as a recent correspondent
well pointed out) may cease to attract the
mature mind; the reader may well have experi:

1

eighteenth-century novelists as Sterne and
Fielding, neither of whom stoops to insult his
p audience by suggesting for a moment
are anything but feigned; but
since ninety-nine out of a hundred modern
novelists employ all the piled-up parlour-tricks
|of two centuries in fruitless striving for total |
illusion, such a reader will pass ‘ New Novels*
precipitately by.
As for illumination, the hard fact
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THE WAR OF 1812 == COMMENT BY EX-PRESIDENT
HARRY TRUMAN __ QUOTED IN "PLAIN SPEAKING" BY
MERLE MILLER, 1974

"James Madison had a terrible time with his generals,

He just sort of stumbled into the War of 1812, 1% e
never would have happened if it hadn't been for a
few hotheads like Henry Clay. W

“"Clay was an expansionist, wanted to extend the
oountry west, and wanted to take over everything

that wasn't tied down.He even wanted to annex Canada,

and that is one of the resons he was so much for

getting into war with Britain.He thought we'd gain

a lot of new territory.

But most of the people along the east coast, and
that was a good part of the country at that time,
they weren't for the war at all. Silliest damn war
we ever had, made no sense at all.

Madison didn't want it but he was a very weak
President.He just couldn't seem to make up his mind
about anything. And when he blundered i@; the War
of 1812, except for Andy Jackson he didn"t have a
general who was worth a good goddamn. They wexemkx
not only weren't any good, they wouldn't do what

he told them. And that!s the reason the British
were able to take Washengton and burn the White
House. When Madison heard the British were coming,
he &% around like a chicken with its head cut off.
It wasn't that he was a coward, he just didn't know
what to do."

Ly
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The case built up against Joyce is X L{( 195
ﬂronger He was an extravagant |} /477 A e
= ‘man and he had no moral qualms / 5
ﬂ(% G Ty

about accepting money from women

a consuming ambition to write a 4 / .

masterpiece and he had also 4 vision (2 ook Aaaliio / pr s
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