
TrlE CLUB OF ROi-.,/\E - -1 ,1c... T l'---.1-=-TER 1977? 

(A Summar'y Analysis of the Vi -'3ws of the Members) 

,!\lex0.nde:r' King and Vtctor L. Urquidi 

da.ted 4th March 1977, . .6..u,~et io Peccei posed a number of questions as to 

future structures and activities. The Executive Committee, at a meeting 

held in Paris on 25th May invited us to summarize the views of t!,e member's 

3S to futur'e activities, as contained in their answers. At the same ti.rne 

Mau,~ice Gu::;r-nier a,,d Hugo Thi.ernann v,ere asked to pr',:;sent an an3.lysi.s 

2. About half of the membe,-s h .3.ve respond~d to the questionnaire, 

still coming in. In reality, tne s;:)r•~ad of reaction is constdcr'ably 9~eater 

than 50¾, since so1,,e r,H;n,ber'S of the r.::::<ecuti.,;e c,.xnmittce he.d, 3.t an 

Club. r-ur~thermore, t he 1etter fr'Orn 1:i,~ofessor Oshirna, foll cwi.ng a 

In addition, the New Ze2.land ,1!\ssociati.on for the Club ( despite t:,e fa.ct 

that ,-ve h ;3.ve no mC:1"11f.:: ,3r frorn th;:,.t count,-y) subrnitted a us2ful lettc,r. A 

included i.n this note. 
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3. Only a small proi)ortion of the re;~l ies followed Aurelio's 

questionnaire, question by question, but tho.se which did so, gave a 

unanimous affirrnative to the first tvvo questions, narnely: 

Has the Club of Rome accompl i.shed a useful function? and 

Should it cont i nue to exi.st? 

Amongst the general r eactions of the other letters there were none 

wh ich i.ndica.ted a feel i.ng that thee.xperi.ment had been a failure or, that 

its odgi.nal mission being completed , it should now be discontinued. 

Moreover there w2s a general consensus, explicit and implicit, that 

the un·:=tructured nature of the Club should be retai.f")ed o.nd that its c ,=' n tr'al 

concer'n should co,,ti.nue to be the elucidat i o n of the world pr-oblen,at i que 

together with the task of infor-rn i. n g (and hopGful ly enl ighteni.ng) decisioi"\-

tn-3.kers and the gen2r-al public _o f the natu re, interactions and prob:::.ble 

consequences of the probl6m a tique. Indeed s o me ac::vocated II a r-eturn to 

son,e of ou,~ r~ec,::!nt wo ,~k had di.ve r-ged som ewhat. It wa s gener~nl ly felt 

U,a.t the Club shoulr~ r~emc1in unofficial i n its attitudes and ;,:icti.vities; it 

th,~ough the inculcation of a g 1~2ater u nderstanding of the dc.":.ngers and 

of policies or~ strategies. Its membe,~s should 1' C,Liir1 tl ,e; ir~ i.1 K Hvidual 

indC:f)C:nc:ence a nd , in no case act as the rn outh:') i cce o f g'.Jve,~nn,cnts. 
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4. Sc::veral members strc.3sed t~3t the C1ub should not become a 

broker of research projects, appropri.,-;te essentially to the Special i.zed 

Ag8ncies and other bodies and we i.mugine th3.t the rnajority would be i.n 

agreen,ent with this. Nevertheless one r--n ,::mber r,::commends that the 

Club should examine "how to restore )Ubl i.c confi dence i.n scien,:e and 

technology, without which we cannot build the \Nodd we want". Oti,ers 

are slightly on guard ag3.inst a too technocr'atic slant in our work (however 

enlightened that might be). Vv'i.th regar'd to the launching of rcsear'ch 

pr'ojects as such, the Club might with advantage consider how it c ,)uld 

cooperate with IFIAS (The International Federation of Institutes o f ,'\cvo.nc::d 

Study) which is devoted to the stimulati.on of multi.di.sci.pl inary res8arch o n 

long term wodd p,'oblems. Although ti,e Club has absolutely no for'mal 

r'elationship wi.th IF--IAS, i:.her'e is i.ndesd ,.3.n e:<ccption2J ly fc.vour',:tbl e 

situ3.tion for cooperation as a consequence of a ve ry considera.blG oveda.p 

of peesor,c.l ities. This is a n, octte r' v;hi.ch ,vi. ll be cx.:::-. .n,ined at Str.:,c'.-<h oln, 

at a joi.;1t ,r1eccting of the Club of l~ome 's Excom with the IFL~S Go,J.r'd of 

Tt"'l.Jstees. 

5. Tr,ere was a gr'8s1 t deal of interest exp1'essed i.n the t'/1 .J i t;,:a 

project on "Innova.tive and Prospective Lear'ning for' tvi -3.n 2-nd Soci2ty:', 

educational syster'n, cou,1try by c:ou,,t r'y or' r2g1on by r' e: •:::;ion, to :.::0c1 ... ire a 

basic undc.r~3tandi.ng on the p2.rt o:- a ne.v gc.;,s,~:;tion, of t :--,e n2.tur'e c.nd 

' • ft' ' l 1 .... • v,1orx1ngs o ne pr'OO c naLlque. 



at th is point of the Club's evolution, of maki ng possi. !) le deeper discuss i on 

an,ongst the men,bers, of the Club's activ i ties c:.nd f ,_;ture sta.,,ce, there 

/. .... 

wc::.s no expressed de::m3.nd fc,r d i sct.,;ssi.ons of t h e various R~por~ts to the Club 

of Rorne, l 23.ding either to consensu s or st::.,. ted di.sagreernent - a s 1...Jbject 

which has come up from tirne to ti.me at Cxcom meetings . 

7. Ther'e was some support for the su9g,3sti.on by .Maurice G 1...Jcrnier, 

th3t the Club should is.sue a n annual rnemorandum on the v.iodd si tuation, 

somev-.1hat similar to the present intention of the CADMOS Gr'oup of Denis 

d e Rougci'r, ,:;nt, \\1r, i.ch i.s, o f coc1 r'Se Gs··3i:::ntial l y restric ted to Eu1'0)e. 

Suggest ions for Future Vv'c 1' k 

in tne f o rm of general themes; many of these are i. nt2rr,:;L~ted Or' pa. ,,ti -.;.lly 
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expressing fut l confidence in the potentialities of this model, warns agc=.inst 

an exclusive identification of the part of the Club, to the exclusion of inte,~est-

ing alternatives. 

10. One member pr'oposes a revised n,odel of the Limits, cdding 

that i.t would be interesting to do this i.n view of the fact that the Club "now 

accepts growth as a premise of economic a,1d social development" -wni.ch 

indicates the persistence of misconceptions as to our original attitudes 

to growth. A "Limits to Growth Revisited a~er the Energy C ri.sis", vvould, 

of course be very revealing. Yet another member feels that it would be of 

value if the model technique could be us;-~d to establish the r'elative positions 

of various nations, twenty, fi.A:y or a hundred years from now in various 

fields such as health, educ2.ti.on, etc. · 

11 . A nun,bet' of suggestions came forwc:,.rd with rega.,'d to the 

pc;,pul2-tion problem, possibly a 1~eport on demographic pr~ospects, i.n view 

of the f.-::,.ct, \·,ell sra::ed, that cic::spi.te much concern with the topic, "its 

issues become diluted wi ::h othet' cur'rent and prospective pt'Ob1erns" --tr,e 

peoblcirna.tique r~eo.rs its hP..0.d Cl.Gain. 

1 2. There would, indeed, seem to be a need for the Club to di::c.Jss 

its 2-ttitude towa.rds popul2.tion g,~owth, especi a lly in reL:s.l:ion to othor i"'2.r::tcr's, 

for example ~he ca.rryi.ng cap ,'l.city of the cou1,tr'i2s on the Sou thei~n ed9e of 

the Sahara in face of the stesdy advar,ce of the cess:;rt. Ther~e is r'oorn for 

' . n;;ceni:ly worked out in Austr'C.l i.a. 
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13. A further consequence of demographic ci1ange wh ich dem-3.ncs 

analysis, is that of employment, and t his was recently discussed by Excom. 

r-=-or countries with a quickly growing population and already suffering fr'om 

une,-nployn1ent and underemployment, this is a fundamental issue, in the 

li.g1t of 'Nhich policies for" i ndustrial is3ti o n ,J.nd tech nology transfer may 

require reappraisal. For' advanced , i ndustrial count ries nearing zero 

population g r owth and hence facing an incr'easing average age, the demands 

on health and welfar'e systems will have to be forseen well in adva.nce and 

the fact that the productive work force will be a much smaller proportion 

of the total population than hitherto and h ave to provide t h e resources for 

m3,intainance of alreo.dy high stan dards of l iving (presuma.bly) will have a 

considerable influence on industr'ial pol ides, the need to optimize the use 

of s!<.i lls, attitudes towards science and tccr,11ologi cal policies, p1'ociu ctivity 

and the like. 

14. Other sugg:c::.:;U ons v,, :1i.ch i' ,::: l 2,t e to i,,dust r~y include one fer' a 

s tudy of the effect of the acceptance of a New Inten1ational Economic o,,der" , 

s,::1·1,c: ... h ,_,t o. l o r,g !~JO l incs , o n the i ndustr'i.al pol i.cies and possibi. llties of the 

pr,3scndy ·industda,1 i. zcd countdcs. ,I'\ fu,~thcr" suggestion, r ,-::;cently also 

discussed 0t Excom, i s for a study o f t i ,e futur~e of p1't Vi.-:.tG enter'p1'ise, alth-

I 

enter'pr'ises a s such . Study o f industrial m o t i v ,::;.t i on , n ational a.nd ir,ter-ns.ti.on3.l 

v.Jo.s also raised. 
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1 5. Tv,•o proposals, made on previous occ0.sions, should not be 

forgotten as being c~ntral to the interests of the Club. The first of these 

is a study of future requirements for~ capital and how these might be met. 

This has, of course immediate relevance to the possible evaluation of the 

capital which would be necessai~y i.f Herma.nn Kahn's next 200 yeai~s were 

to be achieved. 'vVe all agree that such a study would be irnportant; the 

problem is to fi.nd the outstanding man capable and anxious to undertake it. 

The second basic need is for an examination of existing ,:;nd possible 

pO\ver structures. While some members of the Club feel that i.t is only 

r(~al istic to assume that the nation state wi. ll continue to be the fundamental 

unit of negotiation in the foresee.J.ble future, others would question whether 

a Club such as ours should accept this. It mignt, indeed, be use11.Jl to 

.'?tudy the extent to vvi7ich a de focto friU:edng 2..way of n,:..c,_ti.on.::.l sove1~eignty 

has.already taken place and is likely to take place i.n the fore.se~ble future, 

in countries of cllffe1~ent type and how global irnpera.tives mignt fot~ce the 

abdication of c,.r ,::as of such s0'v'cr"3igr-,ty voluntarily, i.f tnr~eats to miJ..n~ir,d as 

a whole are to be overco,11e. 

1 G. Many n,er-nbei'S touer, on econon11c aspects, for insta11ce on the 

ne~.,d to study the transitional needs of moving towai~ds a post- or para-

pattcr~ns ·of dcveloprnc,nt of V/e '.::tc,~n 1::ur'O[)e, while yet c.nother sugge.sts a 

study of the perfor'n,&.nce of the Eu1~or:,e::..n Con,n,,)n 1\fi .:,.d<,?t. There at'e :-.1so 

ssvci~al suqgestiqns with 1~egar~d to the r,ced for changes in life ::otyle and for 

7 
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a r'eduction in the consumpt i on of i ndiv i duals i.n the so-called devel oped 

countdes. The most radical suggestion, however, and perhaps the most 

obvious cornes fr'orn a member of the Can;:,.dian Association for the Club, w ho 

at'gues the rn~ed for a new " Eco norn i cs o f S oci E::ty". In such a system, it is 

claimed, the assumptions o f society are entc,red i.n the form of their 

economic consequences and subject, of course, to constt'ai.nts such as ti1ose 

of people, land, capital , technology a nd other resources. Ther'e i.s c e rtainly 

a grow ing fee ling that classical economics canno t ansvver the questions of 

conten1porary society and that a new socio-economic appt'oach i.s necessary. 

1 7. A nun1ber of the replies concern i. nsi:i.tutior,al ;:,.1'ru.ng2ments. 

There i. s the suggestion for example of an i. mpar'ti a l review of the working 

of the Uni ted N ations system . Mor'e generally, hov1evc r, it nYighi: be 

appropr'i.ate for the Club to st~dy the genGr'c.l problem of the o.dequacy of 

/ 
exLsti.ng i.nsti.tuti. onal arr'angernents in facing up to the problemati.que. Ne3.rly 

all our existing governmental str'uct ur'c s c1'c;3.ted for ead i. er, si.rnpler 

ti.mes and have expanded in U,ei. r range rathGr than modi.fled to meet the ,,'3w 

exigencies of govqt~nment, maki ng i.t d i fficult to fot'e.see the i.nter'n~;cti. ons 

l>:ct v,1ee n sectoral pol ides, to tackle the l onge r tet' rn, fund,:..r-i-iental pr'ublc, ns 

under the pressut~e of more immedi 2tc and vote-catching issues and t'esulti;,g 

A f'te r all, t he t~a i son d'etr~e of the C l ub is to p o i,,t out the need for cha,1ge so 

difficult to achieve f t~om ins i de a n adm i. n i steation and hence one o f O'..l r m a.in 

l i.nes might be to study and advocate 'institutiorul inncva.tion tcv1i.~ 1~os o.n 

understanding of how to manage cornplexity, cha nge and u 11ce1~t::1lnty , t he 
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obvious need of our times. 

1 8. Many members, very rightly, stress human aspects of the 

problemati.que, mainly, however, in rather general terms an,d with few c oncrete 

proposals. Thus i.t i.s said, "put more emphasis on educational, social and 

political change and less on method. 11 In vi.cw of Au,~el io' s ,~ecent book "The 

Human Quality" and of our common groping towards a new humanism, this 

theme seem s to us to demand deep consideration and discussion. The need 

is well expressed by one member who says, '!the fundame ntal problem is 

human cha nge at the personal and social levels. This presents great problems 

for the c onduct of Club of Rome activities in the future. It w::;_s one thi.,,g to 

find a shared commi.tme,,t and perspectives when we were focussed on the 

methods and subst,::;_nce represented by the computer studies . V!e thin'.-< i. t w ill 

be something else indeed wi7en w e begin having to exar-ni.ne ti7e 'n.3.tur~e of ht.,;11,:,n 

nature' and of polil:i.cal-soci.al processes. Hov..:ever,there is nothing to do b•...Jt 

fo.ce up to t h ese tas~s. Somebody has to Jo so and the con,;0nli.or,al, estci.:::>l L.;h'=c 

interests cannot risk it. We of the Club of Ror-ne are available to be-3.r -.vitn-:;ss, 

to hold u p the mirror, .to model ·ti,e ve;ry risks that other org2.niz,=,.t i.o,,s must 

take i.f we are t,,ucly to face up to the l)i'()bl,fmatique as i.t n~sides in each o;-,e 

of us and our g,,oups as wel 1 as in the activities of the planet. 

19. /\s alrcac'y n,entio,,ed , this l i s U,,g i.s by nc) rne ::::.ns e>J,2.1.J stive. 

Other suggestions range f,,om the c2sirabll i.ty of acc0::)ting cc:,ce1'n fur' the 

health process to the p1~oblGm.s o f Gxcess ive u 1'8c.).ni:Sn, c,11d t}~e 91~2. ,~tic lo:3S 

of food in the world. 
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20. One member sugg?.sted t h at the Club s h ould create a clc3.ring 

centre for information on the multi.farious aspects of The Predi.carnent of 

Mankind. Whi.le we doubt ve r y much whether our cat;:;,.lyti.c non-organi.zation 

should take on such a demanding and detailed task, it is for consideration 

whether we should attempt to persuade some other body to do so. 

21. One member of the ExCom has suggest ed that given the rel a t ively 

modest advances i.n the approach to the global problems of the "Predicament 

of Mandki.nd", and the li.mi.ted resul t s of t he various United Nati.ans conferences 

held since 1972 (Environment, Stockholm; et c.) it vvou l d be appropriate f'"or the 

Club of Rome to carry out an overall eval uat i on of what has been done , what are 

the failures and what should be done to bring together a ll the various app r oach:3 s 

i.nto a uni.fled whole. Such an evaluation could be the subject-matter of a ger,er'al 

conference of the Club of Rome to be held i.n 1979. 

22. It i.s to be hoped that t he m eeting a t Stockholm in Septanber 

1977 w i.ll provide an opportunity for d i. scu ssi.on of some of these issues. 

Obviow3ly lhGy cannot all be discussed in detail, but gcne:r':i.l expressicns of 

pr'i.ority v.iou l d help enormously . In particular, i d22-.s concerning outst3ndi119 

thi.nkct'S ,-..:;,o might .be w"i ll ing to undor'tc1ke specif'l c studies would be :,el ptu l 

to c=::xcom . 

23. One other matter requires special di sc~ssion 3t Stoc~holm, n0.1-:,e:~y, 

(he relationship between tile Club os such c,_nd soi-no of the 1,otion:31 assoc12.~i.0ns , 

on the intellectual level. It is extr2mely enco•....: r' ,;gi.ng to us to know tha t son, e 

of the 2.ssociations .::ire rnoving i.nto 2.n act ive prv.se with r'2sp2ct to r-cs2..::. r'oh. 
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Some of the larger associations such as those in Australia, Canada, Japan 

and the United States could, no doubt, provide resources and skills for work 

which could cornplen,ent and extend that of the main Club. Clearly some of 

the projects undertaken will concentrate on national and regional issues, but 

within the global framework which the philosophy of the Club of Rome i.n-1pl i.es. 

Other research projects may however deal more widely with facets of the 

pr~oblemati.que, or contribute to the development of methodology of general 

significance. While each association is, of course, completely free to 

select an implement its own programme, it would certainly be useful to 

each and to the main Club to know of proposals at an early stage. Furthermo,~e 

the cornmunication of the results of the work of local associations to the 

others would be immensely useful. Some of the smaller associations such 

as those of Finland and r"Jcw Zealand could also make interesting contributi c :,s 

on specific questions. 

24. In vi.cw of these new possi.bi.liti.es, it would be useful if r'<::,prc•:;~;---.:: -

atives of each of the nati.or.al associations would come to Stockholm, p1'2psred 

to give an indi.cuti.on of pr'esent work and future possibilities. 

25. Beyond the questions of research as such, the new activity of the 

na.tic,,al associations makes the Stockholm meeting a suitable occasion for' a 

general discussion of the rel ati.onshi.ps of the asso ciations to the Club and t o 

each other. 
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