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Laval University, Quebec. This highly iespect,able institution, as Pour 
readers are aware, is purely French-Canadian: and offers to the student 
in Me.dicine of that origin, who may be desirous of attending lectures 
delivered in his native language, the opportunity of obtaining a thorough 
knowledge of the science of MediciJie. It was established by Roy~! 
Charter in the year 1~52,· and has the power of grantiug degrees in 

'Medicine. 

:.,-

) The Seminary and the Rector of the University lost no time · in c.ar- • 
r~ing the Charter into effect. The Fa(,:t:lty _of Medicin~ was_ the first 
organized and this was done b"' the mero-mir mto the Umvers1.ty of the 

,. ' J .::, <.,J , 

Quebec School of Medicine, which used to receive a legislative grant of ' 1£250, and ceased to exist a abort ti,ue after the inauguration of the 
University most of its professors havinc, accepted professorships in the 
I > b 

new institution Dr. Jean Blanchet, a member.. of the Royal College of 
Surgeons of England, one of the oldest physicians in Quebec, enjoying 
an immense , practice and a reputation of the highest order, was ap· 
pointed Dean of the Faculty and Professor of the Institutes of Medicine -
and of Physiology. He delivered an inaugural lecture, which has been 
printed, and is considered a remarkable synopsis of the various branches 
of study of the medical profession. Dr. Blanchet bad been a member of 
Parliament for Lower Canada under the old Constitution, and after 
:having retired from public life for many years he- was again elected fot 
the City of Quebec in 1854. His health being considerably impaired in 
1856, he resigned his professorship, ancl bad the title of honorary pro-
fessor conferred on him. · His chair has not yet been refilled, but' a lec-
t~rer has been appointed in bis place. He died on the 22nd of April 
last, and an interestin1 biography of that able and charitable phys!cian, 
written by Dr. J. C. Tacbe, is to be found, together with bis portrait, in 
the 6th !\ o. of Le Journal Je l'lnstruction Publique and in the Medical 
Chronicle. 

The other four professors appointed to that faculty were Dr. ~remont, 
the present Dean, who is the professor of Surgery; Dr. Nault, professor _ 
of Materia Medi ca and Secr}tary of the Faculty; and Dr. Landry, profes-
sor of Anatomy, '\'fhO bas vigited Europe and collected a museum of 
anatomy and a library for the University. To these are now to be added • 
Dr. Jackson, appointed in 1854, p,rQfessor of Midwifery; Dr Lemieux, 
lecturer oh the Institutes of Medicine and Physiology ;, and Mr. L. M:. 
Larue, lecturer on -:-.Iedical J uri~prud~nce and-Hygiene. The latter. is a 
young gentleman recently ad~itted to the medical profqssion, and who 

. has studied in the Universities of Paris and of Louvain for the express 
purpo~e of filling the chair to which he will soon be appointed. 
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.pie building o( ~he S,chool of Medicine was also the first begun and · 
the first completed. It is situated in St. George street, and bas an-
other entrance on University street, which is a kind of lane on the 
Sewiriary ground. On one side of the street is the school oDiedicine, 
and on the other the University, and the Boarcling,.house or Pensionnat• 

The School of Meclieine is a building 70 feet in front by 60 in depth•' 
and 50 feet high. It is four stories high on St. George street and three 
on University street. It contains dissection, rooms, an amphitheatre, a 
library, 'two museums ( one of pathological and the other of noz:,mal 
anatomy), a collection of surgical instn1ments, a vast laboratory, . and a 
depository of medical preparations, and large and well, laid, out class 
room·s. The library contains about'· 3000 volumes, and the collection& 
are ofibe mo~t c_ostly description.--:-Journal of Education, Sep_tember. 

A STUDENT'S LETTERS. 

No. III. 

' Perha~s it would not be uninthesting to say a few words relating to• 
clinical teaching in Edinburgh in the Royal Infirmary. There are 5 
teachers of clinical medicine 'and two of clinical surgery; Drs. Ben-
nett and Laycock, and Mr. Syme for the university; and Drs. W. T. 
Gairdner,Begbie, and Keiller, and Mr. Spence, for the College of Surgeons. 
(Dr. Christison has resigned his clinical chair.) • 

I must say that for a scb~ol of medicine, Edinburgh is, as far as I am 
capable of ~dging, very much superior to that of any other city that I -
have been in; and as a surgical school is little, if at all deficient. It may 
not be inappropriate to state here in a few words how clinical teachiiig 
is conducted. 

I shall first describe Dr: Bennett's method. Ho has three clinical 
clerks, whose duty it is to .take notes of all the cases in bis wards which 
are of any importance, and upon which he lectures. It is likewise their 
.duty to examine the urine of each patient every day when it is required , 
and to prepare any particular specimen, whether microscopical or olher-
~ise, t(! be examined by' tlie other students. They also examine sputa or 
any morbid substance :which it may be requisite to know the composition· 
of. ' This entails a large amount of time, and, as it demands no incon-

- siderable knowledge on the part of a clinical clerk, they are selected 
from competent members of the class. (I may here state that all the 
wards are furnished with an Oberhauser microscope and otl1er rt)quisites, 
and that fbe manipufations are performed in a small room adjoining the-
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w~d). Dr. -~ennett, examines, the · cases befo~e,. ~e class, poiJ;lts ?ut a\l 
the sympt9ms of disease,. and calls out. ~e-students singly t~ examme for 
-themselves. 

When a new case comes in he calls-on a student to examine it; and 
-when the opinion is- given, he either confirms what bas peen said, or 
points out where and bow the error has been made. He always uses a 
hammer of Professor Winterich's model as a percussor; and the ivory 
pieximeter of M. Piorry slightly modified. By this means the different 
sounds elicited are easily distinguished by the students when at a distance. 
fro)ii the bedside; and this is a matter of some importance when the class 
is so large that_ many of it.~ members caqnot get Yery near. He lectures . 
every Tuesday and Friday at-12 noon; and has a class once a week, in 
wh}ch tlte junior members are instructed in Physical Diagnosis, to ~nable 
them to distinguish between normal and morbid phenomena. He is very 
_particular in requiring the student,:, when _examining a case, to, ask, the 
questions in a certain methodical manner, and to follow each out in such 
a way that he can come to a Jirect knowledge of where the lesion exists. 

The first question which is always tq be asked is, "Where do you feel 
·pain?" The place is pointed out by the pati~nt.; and after this has been 
follo~~d up by an examination, the second is, "Ho'Y long have y~u been 
·in?" and thu~ it is carried out until the conclusion has been arrived ,at. 
(The ordinary students are allowed to take notes of any case they choose, 
"Which he corrects.) I shall now pass on to the clinical ~e~chers of the 
·Col!e'ge of Surge~ns. • 

The work with them is divided. into three parts. Dr. Gairdner lec-
tures on the senior department every Friday at 1 p.m., and Dr. Begbie 
-on the junior every Tuesday, except the last of each month, on which 
-day pr. Keiller gives a lecture on those diseases of women which. may 
. exist in his ward at the time. • 

Dr. Begbie has a class .for junior students ever! Thurfday at _1 p.m., 
to whom he demonstrates practically the yarious methods of carryrng out 
.a; physical examination, then all the normal phenomena of the various 
·organs, . as mapping out the cardiac, splenic and hepatic, dullness, the . 
normal sounds of the heart and lungs, &c. He will then demonstrate 
the different morbid sounds and appearances on the patient&at that time 
in "the wardi;. 'Which, after being finished, he will point out. the cbarac-: 
teristics of healthy urine, and finally the tests, chemical and microscopi-
cal, for detecting abnormities in that fluid. • He will also give some at-. 
-tention to the discrimination of the sputa and morbid products. Dr. 
Keiller points out the manner of conducting the examinations of female 
.diseases· on the cases in th\l wards,.,with the ut~rine speculum .and. 
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sound, ·and likewise the, operations for rupture of the £erineum, and like 

. injuries. , ..,1.; - • • 
' I • Dr. Gairdner has a class every Monday at 1 p.m., for the purpo;e of • 

·in~tructing the senior students in making themselve:1 masten of their . 
professjon; such as the diagnosis between different diseases, and the 

·manner of coming ;o a right conclusion regarding them ; the different 
phenomena which the same disease· takes on at different times; and_mat--

.ters of like import. , 
Dr. Gai~dner's method of clinical instruction is similar in many re_ 

,·spects to Dr. Bennett's, but differs slightly in others. • 
,All those students who wish to take notes of. cases, are requested to-

give in their card_s; and to these, . the cases as they come in, are gh-en in· 
.turn . 

. To taking notes of cases, h~ wishe~ the student to mention only tho~e-
facts bearing directly on the disease, and not to attempt any lengthened 
history unless be bas such an amount of time as will allow him to do it 
perfectly. He wishes also that the student shall make a marked distinction 
of those symptoms which he clearly makes out himself, from those given 

· by the _patient, which must be recei \·ed or _ not according as they ar~ 
found to coincide with the disease in _question. 

When interrogating a patient, allow him to teli his own story first 
without interruption, and to point out the place where the pain is lo-
·cated. When a student has been given charge of a case, he is required 
to make an examination privately at any hour ' he fir;ds it ~onrnnient, . 
and to put down his· notes on paper, which are read before the class at 

~, the next -:isit: • 
When .finished, he examines the patient himself, and co11firms .the · 

.statements made, or shows how .and where the .error has been made .. 
He then makes remarks on the notes whether anything useless ha:i been 
taken down, or if any of the prindpal ·symptoms are lost sight of or are· 
not sufficiently dwelt on, which thus ser,es ·as instrnction for all. , After· 
his examination, you take down his remark; on the different signs, -which 

,'are repeated every day. • , 
. By this' method a student is be~ter enabled to satisfy his ruinu. con-

. cerning a ·case when he has leisure, and is not so likely to be unnen ·cd 
as JVhen it is 'done in public. Dr. Gairdner intends, after Christmas 

• vacation, t~ select:clinical ·clerks; by competition from those who are de-
. sirous of having the office, and to whom the examination of the urine, 

. eke.; and . preparing notes on cases for his lectures, are committed. He 
·,has :a junior . class, who ·do not take notes of separate cases, but write 

, ' down his remarks on the separate diseases. Clinical Surgery by Mr . 
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.Spence and ·Mr. Syme, is taught similarly by, each.. The lectures are 
' twice a ?eek, and tue subject of each, description is brought into t he 
,room,"and any operation required is performed, and the steps ·explained, _ 
This is independent of the operations performed in the general Operating 
'Theatre. 
1 Dr. Haldane, the Pathologist to the Infirmary, explains the morbid 

..anatomy of the parts undtr consideration, and sends specimens around to 
Be examined by the students (who are not allowed to be in the area, 
.cxpept the one. who has taken note~ of the case during life). 
.,.,There are two eye-wards connected with the! nfirrnary, which Mr. 

. Walker attends daily. The daily visit at the Infirmary commences at 
12 noon. _ 
} 1 shall in the next give a few' words regarding the colleges here. 
", , - • -. A. R. 
,., Ediuburgh, Nov. 25, 185'7. ., 

I 

l SE~RETARY's OFFICE, 
f Toronto, November 28, 1857. 

, MEDICAL APPOINTMENTs.-His Excellency the Governor-General has 
b een pleaied to make the following appointments, viz. :-
' John Nation, M.D., and John Gar:diner Bolster, Esquires, to be Asso-
ciate Corone,s for the County of Ontario. 

ELEVENTH BA'ITALION, MONTREAL .. 
To be Surge~n :-ArtLur W. Delisle, Esquire, M.D., vice B. DelisM 

left limits. 
' To be Assistant Surgeon :-Patrick O'Leary, Gentleman, vice Boudria, 

left limits. -
: Toronto, Dec. 5, 1857. . 
, His Excellency the Governor-General bas been pleased to make the 

followin_g- appointments, viz.:-
Timothy Theobald C9leman, Esquire, M.D., to be an Associate Coro. 

ne; for the United Counties of Huron·and Bruce. I 

John Dohetty, Esquire, to be an Associate Coroner for the United 
Counties of York and Peel. 

Pet~r Stuart, Esquire, to be an Associate. Coroner for the United 
Counties of Stormont, Dundas, and Glengarry. • . 

John Stewart, Esquire, Surge~n, to be a Member of the Board of Go-
vernors of the Kingston Hospital, in the room of the Hon. J oho Macau-
lay, decel1sed. 
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HOSPIT.µ, RETUR1"S. 

Monthly Return of Sick in the Marine and Emigrant Hospital, Quebec, from the 
' 29th October to the 2nd -December, 185'l. 

,__ Men. Women. Ch\ldren. Total. 
61 Remained, .... , ......... • 51 9 l 

Since admitted,......... 48 10 1 -- 59 
( 

99 . 

Discharged, . . . . . . . . . . .. 'l0 
Died, .... ~·..... ...... 4 
Remaining,_ . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 

19 

5 
0 

14 

2 

I ' 
0 
,l 

120 

'l6 
4 

40 

DISEASES. 

Fever, ........ .. ... .. ....... ; .. 
Inflammation of lungs, . ....... . . . 
Inflammation of bowels, ; ....... . 
Rheum;itism, .................. . 
Dysentery, .................... . 
Diseases of skin, ..... ...... .... . 
Syphilis, . ......... ... ·"- .... . .. . 
Fractures, ............. • .... .. . 
Abscess, .............. , ....... . 
Ulcers, .... .... ............... . 
Wounds, .. , ... ; .. •-• .......... . 

2 Contusions, ....... , . . . . . . . . . . . . • 2 
5 Catarrhus, • .................... •. 9 
1 Pregnancy,...................... 4 
8 Hremorrhoides, ............... ·... 1 
1 Erysipelas, . . . . . . . ...... ....... - 1 
1 Feb .. Intermittens, . ...... , .... ;.. 2 
6 Delir. Tremens, , .... ; . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
3 , Debilitas, .................. •.. . . 1 
2 Epilepsia, ......... ._ . . : . . . . . . . . . 1 
I Ophtbalmia, .............. : . . . . 1 
2 Destitution, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

C. E. LEMIEUX, 
House-Surgeon, 

MEDICAL NEWS. 

Two other American· physicians, Drs. J. Adams Allen, of Michigan, and 
Martyn Paine, of New York, claim priority in the discoHry which Marshall 
Hall so gracefully yielded to Dr. Campbell, of Augustn, Georgia. "Why do 
not," says the New Orleans lied. Kews," all the claimants'comc in at once, and 
let Dr. Campbell kill them all with one stone ?"-One suicide takes place an-
nually in :Moscow out of 55,108 inhabitants ; Sardinin, one in 50,318; Belgium, 
one in 2r,468; United States, one in 23,263; Englllnd, one in 15,30o/i FraJlce, 
one in 13,461, Prussia, one in 8,08_1; Saxony, one in 5,6G-!; New York, one in 
8,838; London, one in_ 5,000; Paris, one· in 2,1'75.-lL Perret, the editor of the 
well-known :medical journal, the Monite-u~ des Hopita11x1 has been 'sentenced to 
three months' imprisonment for speaking (not in his journal, but by word of 

·mouth) disrespectfully of the ·Emperor.-To. the practice ofniedicinc in Bcloo-
cbistan there are only two slight drawbacks. 11hen the ph;picfan gins a dose, 
he is expected to take a. similar one himself, as a guarantee of his good faith. 
Should the patient die under hi3 hands, the relati,e3 (though by no means 
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