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DEPARTMENT OP ORNITHOLOGY 

ROYAL ONTARIO MUSEUM 

UNIVERSITY OP TORONTO 

100 queen's Park, Toronto 5, Canada. Tel. 928-3684 Cables: ROMA-Toronto 

Prof.L.B.Macpheraon, 
Dept.of Biochemistry, 
Dalhousie University, 
Halifax,N.S. 

Dear Dr.Macpherson,-

December 7 ,1964 

Once or twice before, I have written to you 
regarding your specimen of Labrador duck,and regarding the 
possibility' of the ROM getting same. 

We are now in a pmaition to offer you $2,000 
for it, should you care to let it 00100 here for satekeeping.~ · 

It may juat be ,and I am guessing, that yoo could 
use that sum more than you oan use a Labrador duck. 

We would like to acquire one while one ia still 
available. 

There are 54 specimens of this duok in the 
' o o_lleotions of the world,and I thought I would try you 

again firat,before writing anyone else. If you still 
feel you would like to keep the bird,I shall then begin 
contacting the other owners.· 

I hope all goes well with yoo, 
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DALHOUSIE UNIVERSITY 
HALIFAX, N . S . 

December lllli , 1964 . 

President Henry D. Hicks , 
Dalhousie University , 
Halifax, Nova Scotia . 

Dear President Hicks: 
This letter is about a stuffed bird worth 

$2000 . 00 and a set of books worth considerably more . 
The University owns the former, the latter might be 
given to us . I can explain, but not too briefly . 

The Reverend Dr . Thomas 1'1cGulloch, as 
well as being the first President of Dalhousie, was 
a noted naturalist and a contemporary and acquaintance 
of John James Audubon . The latter visited him in 
Pictou in 1833 . McGulloch ' s collection of mounted 
birds was left to Dalhousie and what remains can be 
seen in the 2nd and 4lli floor corridors of the Forrest 
Building . But for one very important exception it is 
of little value because the data respecting the origin 
of the speciI@.us is missing . It is of considerable 
historic interest because the birds are mounted in 
attitudes of the well-known 11 Audubon Prints" and no 
collection quite like it is known . \.Jhen the McCulloch 
0ollection (which once comprised more than birds) was 
left to Dalhousie it was accompanied by a bequest of 
3 or 4 thousand dollars for i ts ,:.: care. Presumably 
Dalhousie once had museum display space for it but 
for many years the bird collection gathered dust in 
storerooms until Ron Hayes resurrected it and, using 
some of the accumulated income of the bequest, had 
it refurbished and displayed as it is now . 

My interest is as an amateur ornithologist 
(if there is such a type) and I probably know more 
about the collection than anyone now at Dalhousie . 
I believe that no one in the Biology Department has 
any interest in it for natural history is very much 
out of style, being too unscientific for the modern 
molecule-oriented biologist . In fact, it is said that 
it is a distinct disadvantage for an intending biologist 
to have any such interests . When inquiries were made 
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President Henry D. Hicks December 10 2 1964 

about the collection Ron Hayes always referred them to 
me. Some years back the Royal Ontario Museum catalogued 
rare bird specimans in Canada and, at his request, I 
replied to their questionnaire . 

The important exception I mentioned before 
is an authentic Labrador Duck, one of the few known 
specimans in the world of this extinct species . Through 
me the R.O.l'l. offered it a home where its value would be 
appreciated . Ron Hayes and I thought that if it was to 
be given away the National Museum should have it but 
nothing was done at that time that I know of. Later the 
R.O . M. bid Passenger Pigeons , Carolina Paroquets, Whooping 
Cranes and Ivory-billed Woodpeckers in trade for it but 
as there was no policy of building a collection here there 
was no use for them and we showed no enthusiasm . That 
was two years ago . Now they have offered $2000 . 00 for the 
one s p ecimen. 

I must refer back to the time Ron Hayes had 
the collection cleaned and put on display again . He did 
this because he thought there ought to be some evidence 
of care for the collection and use of the endowment for 
its original purp ose should the :McCulloch d~ndents 
decide to leave to Dalhousie the copy of thertElephant 
Folio" of J . J . Audubon which they are said to own. This 
volume(s) is the origin of the famous prints mentioned 
before . This would indeed be a prestige item of the 
first water for any university to possess . It is worth 
many thousands of dollars . 

I have merely acknowledged the letter from the 
Royal Ontario Museum, saying that I would find out if there 
was any interest in their offer. 

Personally I would deplore the departure of 
the Labrador Duck from Dalhousie . I realize that natural 
history museums are not things that inspire much public 
or governmental support at the present but I believe that 
the time will come again when men will put value on their 
natural heritag e . When this time comes I should hate to 
think that a unique nucleus we might have had was no 
longer ours . In addition I prize the bird . It is the 
immediate problem . 

Probably more important is to show some interest 
in the "Elephant Folio" if, indeed , the :McCulloch family 
does have a copy, and to sound them out on its eventual 
disposition . I do not know what branch of the family 
is supposed to have it , or where . 
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President Henry D. Hicks December 11~, 1964 

I don't think the Forrest Building 
corridor is the place for the duck, sprinklers notwithstanding. 
I have always known it was valuable but had thought, with 
the disappearance of private collections, that the ma~ket 
had fallen . It is clear that it has not . It would make 
an interesting conversation piece in your office. I 
would be happy to give it a home in my office which is 
in a fire-resistant (though unsprinklered) building too . 

Should you wish my further advice on these 
two matters I would be happy to help. 

Sincerely , 

L.B. Macpherson 
/dd 



TO: The President 

FROM: E. B. Mercer 

DALHOUSIE UNIVERSITY 
HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA 

May 5,1965 

FILE NO. 

SUBJECT: The McCulloch Collection of Mounted Birds. 

With reference to Dr. Macpherson's letter of December 11 and the 
McCulloch Collection of Mounted Birds over which Dr. Macpherson is 
concerned , I have made some inquiries and given a little thought to 
the matter, as you requested. I suggest that we should hold on to the 
McCulloch Collection and the valuable specimen of the Labrador Duck, 
and that we try to obtain the "Elephant Folio" of J . J. Audubon, if 
it is anywhere available to us. 

With the growth of the University and the erection of new 
buildings there should be a space eventually for.,.:'.J}9lhousiana" 
in which this Collection of our first President ~ - fit very nicely. 
The Labrador Duck would, of course, be the centrepiece. 

In the meantime, I would suggest that Dr. Macpherson be asked 
to keep an eye on the Collection and be allowed to keep the Labrador 
Duck in his office, if he wishes. Possibly Dr. von Maltzen should be 
consulted before this move is made in case he has proprietary interest 
in it. 

Dr. Macpherson might also be interested in finding out where 
the "Elephant Folio" is now so that the University might, officially, 
eventually secure it. (I have checked with Professor Wilkinson to 
make sure that we do not have it at present). 

Assistant to the President 

dh 



Dr. L.B. Macpherson, 
Assistant Dean, 
Faculty of Medicine. 

E. B. Mercer 

July 12,1965 

McCulloch Collection of Mounted Birds. 

Wi t h reference to our- telephone conversation of May 28, I 
am writing to you to confirm that the President has decided that 
the McCulloch Collection of Mounted Birds, with the valuable 
Labrador Duck, should be retained by the University. If it is 
not too much trouble, will you keep an eye on the Collection? 

The President has no objection to the Duck's gracing 
your office. However , Dr. von Maltzen should be kept in the 
picture in case he has some interest in the Collection . 

If you are 
of J. J. Audubon, 
make an effort to 
locate it. 

dh 

interesteri in 
I believe the 
obtain it for 

,,c.; /' 
tracing the '~lephant folio" 
President would be willing to 
the University, if you should 

..., 
Assistant to the President 



WALDE MAR H. FRIES 
86 CUSHING STREET 

PROVIDENCE 6, RHODE ISLAND 
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Miss Sylvia Fullerton 
The Un i ver .. ity Libn.,ry 
Da l h ousi e Unive r s ity 
Ec.li f'L:.x, N • S • 

Dee r Miss Fullerton : 

October 1966 

Hy f :ci end John Ettlinger has read to me th:at 
p ~rt of you r let te r of October 3rd which concerened the 
Doubl e Ele_pl1c:.n t foli o of the Bi rds of America. 

For s o me ye ,: r s I hs ve been sea rching for the ex-
t~:'.n t sets of' t h e f olio . I have been un ::~ble to find any 
indic::.. t :l.on thu.t Profes s or Thomas M:cC ulloch ever received 
f i~o m A. ud.ubon E'.t..Yl Y print s o f the original Double Elephant 
f olio . rl'h ere is in existc.n c e a led ger in wh ich there is 
s. :c ecord of the v 2lriou s subsctibers and · the volumes of the 
folio or i ndivid ua l prints mfui ch mi gh t h a ve been set out. 
The n:..' me of :McCull och does not c::'..p pear in this ledger. 

Aud ubon met Dr . IvicC ullo ch'.clu.ring h is expedition 
to L~br2dor on Auc ust 22 , 1833. I would re f er you to de-
t c,ils of the me tting t o b e fou.nd on pages 436-437 of 
A udu :;on and Eis Journals by Mc:~ria R. Audubon-Charles 
Scribne r I s bons - New ~:ork-189 7 • .- V,.:l :C . 

I fj_nd in my file s co p i es of t,·10 let t ers which 
Luciubon wro t e to Dr . McCul l ough The fir s t ,,m s writ ·~en at 
;:,; el, York 0~1. Septe mber , 1836 . This letter concerns specimens 
vfr1ich he c.es ired t h e Dr. t o s en d to him The other letter 
is Gc ted S_ptembe r 29 , 1840 ( a lso dated a t N.Y. ) It is 
interesting to note thut in this lette r he ste ted that he 
ho,d\f'orv1c:::rci.ed to m:-..lifax 11 the numbers of our litt le 
i·:orl-c (1 to 13 . )Ii These a re the numbe rs wh ich ·wh en bound 
2. re 1101,1 kno 1-m as t h e OCTAVO e dition. In vo u.r letter 
yo u 1-irote abo ut there h ewing been sent numbers 1-23. 
Do you ::.,ot think th::~t perh e..ps the ori5ina l prints of the 
ele·9l1.snt fo lio have been confused with t ho se of the Octavo? 
'i;!hen the tvio men met the Dublic a tion of the folio h a d been 
unci.e n -iay since 1 826- it hi~r dly seems lo gic a l tha t a t such 
l o. te ·2. c1.~ te Aud ubon ,wul d be sending the first numbers 
of the ele·:;h::.,n t foli o which had be en printed seven yea rs 
p reviously . 

I am sendin g yo u co u ies of bo t h let t ers. I re gret 
to sc.y t hr. t I do not know ·where the ori gine.l of the 
le tte:r o f}3e -()tembe r 12, 1836 is loc a ted. I t h ink I may h a ve 
o1::tc:;_t1Gd i t f rota the Nev1 York Publi c Li bra ry, The letter 
of SEptEmbe r 29 , 18 40 is the property of 1-i:organ Bulkeley, 
Copc.kE Falls , R . F . D. Nevi York . It is on loan to the Ba iley 
Museum ?.t EDrtho lo m-s • Cobl~l e , Ashley Falla, Ma.as , 



Miss Fulle r ton p.2 

'2.'h EY' e :~::ce m2.nv :r eferences t o McCulloch in the Ornitho-
lo Gic ul Bio Gr ; phiEs - e s f ollows : 

Vol . III- p .253 , 
11 I V 9 . 8 L~ -ll 11 - p -p . 163-164 
ll II p . 261 - -
II ll p . 271 -II 11 p . 377 -
11 II p . 41 6- 417 - -
ll II P) · L!-36- 437 - -II II p . 551 -
ti 'f.T p . 269 V -

rnt:L :t s s ee ms t o bE £'. l l t h '. t I c an tel l you a bo ut .. 
t~ e Ludubon - Mc Culloch rel a tions a fo und in my notes. 
I hope tha t t h e info rm~t ion be o f some h el p to you. 

s111_9, Er ely you~- _ 
/~,L,~~rr-~ 

V 

WaldEmc.r H . Fr ies 

Copy to Mr . Ettlinge r . 
-I 



I :R . E C J V E D 
c· riCE OF 

T l·' ::...S!D[NT DALHOUSIE UNIVERSITY 

II 1DCT 14 }q~~ 

,~,~o:................... 'IE RS/ It 

INTERDEPARTMENTAL MEMO 

M ,. 

FROM ... §Y.+..YJ.~.---~~.~ .... l~.r.t.P.n. ...... ... ... .. ....... ...... .. . OATE ..... .O.c.t.ob.er ... 14,. ... 1.9..6.6 .... ... ...... .... ... ........ .. .. 

TO .......... .fr.~.~.tst.~n.t ... .H,._J.!! .... Hi.G.lrn .... .... ......... ... .... .... . RE ... ................... ... .................... ................. ... ......... .... .......... .. 

Some time ago you were inquiring whether or not we had ever received 
a set of the Elephant Folio of Audubon 1 s Birds of America from the 
McCulloch bequest. 

As you know, we were unable to find a copy or any record that we 
had ever received a set. 

Mr . John Ettlinger, of the Library at Brown University, and shortly 
to become a member of our staff, told me that he lmew a Mro Fries who 
was compiling a list of the sets . Mr. Ettlinger in turn asked Hr. Fries 
and I am enclosing a copy of Hr. Fries ' reply for your information. 

dms/SJF 
Enclosure 

Sincerely, 



. - _ Copy to Mr. R.A.Cluney- Dec.15 / 67 ec 

NATIONAL MU SEUM OF CANADA - . 
NATURAL HISTORY BRANCH 

MUS~E NATIONAL DU CANADA 
DMtfCTION DE L'HISTOIRE NATURELLE 

oua PU HO. 
NOTRE DOSSIB N" DEf'AITM!NT Of TH! SECRETARY OF STATE 

SEahARIAT D'hAT 

YOUR FILE NO. 
VOTU DOSSIER N° 

Ottawa 4, April 5, 1967. 

Dr . J ohn E. Mcinerney, 
Department of Biology, 
Dalhous ie University, 
Halifax, N.S. 

Dear Dr. Mclnerney: 

A bas ic pr inc i pl e of museums which is receiving wider and 
wider international acceptance is that specimens of national i mportance 
should be eventually deposited in National Museu- where cont i nued federal 
government support can guarantee their perpetual survival under continuing 
professional curatorship. The National Museum of Canada is receivi ng such 
support and its growing collections are recei ving growing national and 
international recognition. 

In the fields of natural history the St. John's Natural History 
Society has deposited at the National Museum of Canada the last specimen 
of the extinct Newfoundland wolf. Last month, Dr. Ian McT. Cowan, Dean 
of Graduate Studies of the University of British Columbia, deposited at 
the National Museum the type specimens of birds and mammals held in the 
University of British Columbia Museum, on permanent loan. He expressed 
his view that such irreplaceable specimens should be at the National 
Museum rather than at a University Museum where changing emphasis in 
Biology might eventually jeopardize their perpetual care. 

After receiving Dr. Cowan's unsolicited letter I recalled 
previous correspondence we had concerning the condition and care of the 
Labrador duck in the McCullough Collection held by your Department. As 
you undoubtedly are aware this is one of very few specimens extant of 
this extinct Canadian bird. The National Museum does not possess a 
specimen among our collection of 55,000 birds. We would be very interested 
in guaranteeing the preservation of this unique specimen either through 
a permanent loan arrangement or an outright purchase. Of course full 
acknowledgement would be given to your University and Department in any 
arrangement. 

• ••• 2 



Dr. John E. Mctnerney - page 2 Apr i 1 5 , 196 7 . 

I would greatly appreciate it if you would draw this matter 
aga~n to the attention of the proper University authorities as you 
indicated you would do in your letter of October 8, l~h4. 

Yours sincerely, 

( 7 

A.W.F . Banfield, 
Director of Natural History . 



• Copy to Mr.R.A.Clune y, Dec.15/67 ec 

R EC - ,vE D 
OFF!CE OF 

THE i--, ,c.SIDENT 

MAY , c; i.'ti f 
UNIVERSITY F VICTORIA 

liViRi&:IJ~ COLUMBIA Department of Biology 

President H. D. Hicks 
Dalhousie University 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 

Dear President Hicks: 

May 10th, 1967 

As you are aware part of the substantial McCullough Natural 
History Collection is presently housed in the Forrest Building. 

7 

Included in that collection of mounted bird specimens is one of national 
interest and importance, a now extinct species, the Labrador duck. 

During my brief stay at Dalhousie I became concerned that the 
McCullough Collection was deteriorating because of an infestation of 
carpet beetles. In searching for ways to combat the problem I wrote to 
the National Museum for advice. In their reply they outlined a technique 
for controlling the carpet beetle infestation and emphasized the 
importance of the Labrador duck specimen. I initiated a twice yearly 
treatment with insecticide, a practice which I trust has been maintained 
since. 

Attached is a copy of a letter recently addressed to me by 
Dr. A.W.F. Banfield, Director of Natural History at the National Museum. 
In it he underlines, cogently I feel, the desirability of housing 
unusually valuable specimens in the National Museum where their perpetual 
care is guaranteed. That this can be done on a "loan" basis seems to 
me an attractive feature. 

• •••• 2 
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President H. D. Hicks May 10th, 1967 

I bring this to your attention in response to Dr. Banfield's 
request. 

JEMcI :mm 

Enclosure 

cc: Dr. A.W.F. Banfield 
Director of Natural History 
National Museum of Canada 
Ottawa, Ontario 

Dr. K. von Maltzahn, Head 
Department of Biology 
Dalhousie Univesity 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 

Yours sincerely, 

J.E. Mcinerney 
Assistant Professor 



Dr. L.B. Macpherson May 16, 1967 

E. B. Mercer 

THE LABRADOR DUCK 

With reference to the attached correspondence, 

have you any comments before I bring this matter 

to the attention of the Preside~t? 

p 

Enc. 2 

..... ::, . 
Asst. to President 
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TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DALHOUSIE UNIVERSITY 
HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA 

Dr. L.B. Macpherson May 16, 1967 

E. B. Mercer 

THE LABRADOR DUCK 

With reference to the attached correspondence, 

have you any comments before I bring this matter 

to the attention of the President? 

E. B. Mercer, 

FILE NO. 

Asst. to the President 

p 

Enc. 2 

/3~ ){e;11-1.. 29 May 1967 

-;, TO i E.B.Mercer, Assistant to the President 
From a L.B.Ma.cpherson 
Subject: Labrador Duck Specim n 

If there is no place at Dalhousie where this speciman can be 
safely and properly displayed ( and I do not believe that there 
is) then I recommend, with some persona.I regret, that it be 
transferred to the National Museum of Canada on loan. The 
understanding should be that if Dalhousie ever establishes a. 
proper Natural History t1useum the Labrador Duck specimtn would 
be returned to Dalhousie. I suppose the right of the University 
to loan the specimdn, vis-a-vis the ~cCullough Collection, 
should be checkedo 





. . 



t a,l•, ;1,.1..Je. 

C 1tu,v- :1 i.4.- ) 

Dr-.. l•. • f., · "· nf~ old, 
Directt> - f N tmr.al »Ii at.ory,, 
.. · ti-a ia Mu eum t C . n dat 
Ot ..... " , Ont io .. 

You bcr h y u ·w.r-o~ o • 1•il 
S"'b 1967 to r~.ol.nQrnoy, foi-u r-J::, o · t 10 
Ocv,:u"'t,Qen·t o o t ·. a ti()-W at t 10 
Uni r · ·ty of Vic .:%, a '1lt p · i:iio of t! · 
1ubi•ad.oi . _ · • :r- ,-r · tb~t tho 

ro i 1 t,t;;r l€Jtal h uek to tb 
Gt~ 0 l ' ,;, t"O :rYi~ t "' to 

- tu i.-Dd whun a l a t .l Ol'Y 
i . 1 at Dulbou i • 

ore l a ow- solici:to1$ _ to 1\t•,an1·,-e 
t.tina out the t rm.$ of tih J.o 1, I 

1 you to con i · _ youi• cont.i.nued in• 
he a c:im.en er ·ucb condit- on. 

e 

cc Dr . J.E . Mcinerney 
De purtment of Bio1ogy 
University of Viotori· 

Dr . L . B. Mac Pberson 
Dr •• E. vonMalt.zahn 



· · NATIONAL MUSEUM OF CANADA MUSEE NATIONAL DU CANADA 

PLEASE REFER TO 

OUR FILE No ............................... .... .. 

CANADA 

DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
SECRETARIAT D'ETAT 

Mr . E . B. Mercer , 
Assistant to the President, 
Dalhous ie University , 
Halifax , N. S . 

Dear Sir : 

Ottawa , Ontario , 
12th December, 1967 . 

VEUILLEZ CITER NOTRE 

N • ....... .......... ............. .... .. ...... . 

In Dr . Banfield ' s absence I am replying to your letter 
of December 4th , concerning the loan of your specimen of the 
Labrador duck to the National Museum of Canada . 

The National Museum should be del.ight ed t o take this 
rare specimen on loan under terms and conditions agreeable 
to both our organizations . 

T . A. Russell , 
Administrator , 
Common Services . 
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Deoemoor 15, 1967 

R. A. Cluney, Esq . , 
Mclnnes, Cooper & Robertson, 
P. o. Box 730, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

Dear Mr•. Cl uney: 

This request for your services may seem 
a bit unusual., but we hs.ve a very valuable specimen .of 
the Labrador duck at Dalhousie which, it ha~ been de-
cided, ... hould be loaned to the National Museum of Canada 
until we have a prope~ place to display it . 

Dr. Read is of the o pinion that ·there should 
be a formal legal document setting out the ter•ms of the 
loan, and Dr .. Hicks has concurred in both the loan and 
that there should be an agreement signed by the Museum . 

I am attaching co :>ies of two letters on the 
subject, involving the Di1"ector of Natural History at the 
National Museum and Dr . Mclnerney, who was formaily in our 
Department of Biology. I think these should give you 
enough information to draw up the agreement, but, I know 
that you will call on me if you need anythigg further . 

C 
Bnc s . 2 

Yours sincerely, 

E. B. Mercer 
Assistant t o the President 



CAB LE ADDRESS " MCI NNES" 
,,,-,A / r. _. ,y 

T ELEPHON A REA ODE~ , J 

4 2 3-73 I . 

MclNNES , COOPER & ROBERTSON 
BARRISTERS , SOLICITORS , &c . 

DO NALD M c INN ES , Q.C. A.G. C OOPER, Q . C. 

Y.t;· 
t Jr f, 

J. H . DICKEY, 0 C. G . 6. ROBER T SO N ,Q . C . 
P 0. Box 7 30 

L . A. BEL L HAROLD F . JACKSON 

R . A.C L UNEY HECTOR M c lNN E S i673 B EDFORD R OW 

H. E . WRATHA L L J.M.DAVISON HALIFAX , N . S . 
S TEWART M c 1NNES 

J . A . F MACDO NALD 

L . J . HAYES 

December 21, 1967 . 

Dear Mr . Mercer: 

Re : Dalhousie and National Museum of Canada 

Thank you for your l etter of Dec ember 15th g iving 
me instructions concerning the prep aration of an agree-
ment relating to the loan of the Labrador duck at 
Dalhousie to the National Museum of Canada . 

I will b e forwarding a draf t form of agreement to 
you short l y . 

Mr . E . B. Mercer , 
Assistant to the Pr esident , 
Dalhousie University, 
Halifax , Nova Scotia 

RAC " BL 

Yours truly, 

\ 



February 9, 1968 . 

R. A. Cluney, Esq . , 
Mclnnes, Cooper & Robertson, 
P. o. Box 730, 
Halifax, N. S. 

Dear Mr . Cluneyi 

Re: Dalhousie and National Muse!&@ of Ca.nisl~ 

I have just had yo'l.tt' letter of December 21 
brought forward to my attention, and am dropping ,.,,..,Q·rler 
you a note in ca,se this 1..at.~er might huve beeome 
buried under other more important items. 

Yours sincerely, 

E. B. Mercer 
Assistant; to the P:resideut 



CABLE A oo~E S S " M CIN N ES '~ TELEPHONE : AREA CODE 902 

423 - 7351 

McINNES, COOPER & ROBE RTSON 
BARRISTERS , SOLICITORS, &c. 

DO NALD M c 1NNES~ Q . C. 

J. H . D ICKEY , 0 . C . 

A . G . COOPER , Q. C. 

G . B . ROBERTSON , Q . C . 

HAROLD F . JACKSON 

HECTOR MclNNES 

J.M . DAV ISON 

P. 0 . Box 730 
L . A . BELL 

1673 BEDFORD ROW 
R . A . C LUNEY 

H . E . WRATHALL 

STEW ART MclNNES 

J. A . F . MACDO NALD 

L . J . HAYES 

G . T.H .COOPER 

HAL I FAX , N .S. 

February 27, 1968. 

Our File: X-1424 

Dear Professor Mercer: 

Re: Dalhousie and National Museum of Canada 

I apologize for not having forwarded the enclosed 
Agreement earlier. 

The Department of the Secretary of State may have 
some standard form of Agreement which they use in cases of 
borrowing specimens, but I feel the enclosed Agreement is 
suitable for purposes of the University. 

If you have any comments on the Agreement, please do 
not hesitate to contact me. 

Professor E. B. Mercer, 
Assistant to the President, 
Dalhousie University, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 

RAC"BL 

encls. 

Yours truly, 



Dr., A. w.. F,. Banfield, 
Director of Natural History, 
Nationol Museum of Ca•ada, 
ottawa, Ontario . 

Re~ 1Al>U9.2t. . P.Y,c,k o.t Dell19.!W'& 

With ~eference to the letter written 
or. December 12th by your M'.'!" ., Rusi!Sell i.n your ab~enee, 
I , 1 e.nol osin__..;- t.h:rt--::;e oc.i,i~.s of sn ,'.greeroent bet.ween 
Dal hou.ig .. cmd th,~ Na\"..i.onal Museum of C 11u1da 9 covering 
the l•...,;m of OlU" L ~hrt.dor> 1)-i.l..d.t to th<:'J MU,'l\(1U.rn. . If' -t;his 
f or·m of -¾1:"e":,,1.i1ent ia aa;tiF,if .J.Ctory tiO Y(H.t., may we hav,~ 
tuo copix-;s returned to us duly ai~ined • 

\ 'ith re:g~rd to the shippin of the 
Duck, I ru:t r1lanning to e..sk Mr~ J. l.,. Mart.3.n, tlHl Direc-
tor <>t' the ova Scotia Mu.sown of. Scieuee , to loan ucS 
t.he sorvices of Mr . Lloyd Duncanson of his staff., to 
e nsure th~t. t, ie bird is properl.y packed to avoi.d damage 
in transit . If your e~perts havo ny suggestions I 
shal.l be pleased to pass them on to Mr . Martin for 
Mr . Duncanson . 

0 
Bnels . 

cc: Dr . K. E. von Maltzahn 

Yours sincerely, 



NATIONAL MUSEUM OF CANADA MUSEE NATIONAL DU CANADA 

PLEASE REFER TO VEUILLEZ CITER NOTRE 

OUR FILE No. ......... ........... ......... ..... .. N • ......... ... ... ....... .............. ..... .. 

CANADA 

R E C E I V .fi>Ei!AR MENT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

OFFICE OF SECRETARIAT D'ETAT 
THE PRES,DE: NT 

MAR 18 !S~R 

Dtl.l HOUSiE UNIVERSITY 
Ottawa 4, March 13, 1968. 

Mr. Henry D. Hicks, 
President and Vice-Chancellor, 
Dalhousie University, 
Halifax, NoS• 

Dear Mr . Hicks: 

In the absence of Dr. A.W.F. Banfield, Director of the 
Natural History Museum, I wish to acknowledge your letter of February 29 
enclosing agreement concerning the loan of your Labrador Duck to the 
National Museum for execution on behalf of the National Museum. We took 
the liberty of having our legal adviser review the agreement and his comments 
are as follows: 

"While the agreement does not appear to contain 
anything in substance which is objectionable from a legal 
point of view, it does not really follow the form of agreement 
which is usually entered into on behalf of Her Majesty in right 
of Canada." 

He has prepared a revised agreement and I submit this in four copies for your 
consideration. 

On behalf of Dr. Banfield, may I thank you for your co-operation 
in this matter. 

Encl. 

sincerely , 

T •• Russell, 
Administrator, 
Common Services. 



March 18, 1968 . 

R. A. Cluney, Esq . , 
Mcinnes, Cooper u Robertson, 
P. o. Box 730, 
Hal:lfax, N. s . 
Dear Mr . Cl uney : 

Re: Dalhousie and National Musewn of Canada 
With reference t o t he Ag1"eement you 

prepared for the loan of t he Labr ador duck to the 
National Museum, we now have received one from them 
i n t heir owu format . I am p:r-ostmdng t hat it i s a ll 
r ight , but I <1m s e nding you . copy for yc.,u.r infor -
mation, and jus t in c ase you have any comoento . 

C 
Enc . 

Yours s i ncerely, 

E -~ ~ 
Assis tant to the President 



REC E IV ED 
OFFI CE OF 

THE PRESIDENT 

MAR 14 1968 

DALHOUSiE UNIVERSITY 
NOY A SCOTIA MUSEUM 

HALIFAX. CANADA 

March 13th, 1968 

Dr. Henry D. Hicks, 
President, 
Dalhousie University, 
Halifax, N. S. 

Dear Dr. Hicks: 

We received a request last week from Professor 
Eric B. Mercer to prepare a Labrador Duck for shipment 
from Dalhousie to the National Museum in Ottawa. This 
duck is, I understand, a part of the McCulloch collection, 
and I am deeply concerned about its transfer to the 
National Museum. 

Since coming back to Halifax I have done every-
thing possible to encourage close cooperation between the 
Nova Scotia Museum and the National Museum, and shall 
continue to do so. I feel that certain specimens should 
be in their collections rather than ours and have made 
transfers accordingly. At the same time, with the quickly 
approaching construction of our new Museum, I hate to see 
valuable treasures leave this province when they can be 
properly stored, housed and displayed in our new quarters. 

In the course of our exhibit planning, we are 
setting up displays around well-known people of Nova Scotia's 
past. Dr. McCulloch happens to be one of these people, 
and I am sure he will get much more attention here than he 
would in our national institution. 

The value of the Labrador Duck, of course, lies 
to a great extent in its rarity, there being, I believe 
only two or three specimens in existence. Here again, the 
theme of our new Museum will be Man and Environment in Nova 
Scotia. The effects of man's activities on our wild life 
will be illustrated, and extinct species will naturally play 

• • • • • 2 
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NOV A SCOTIA MUSEUM 
HALIFAX, CANADA 

Dr. Henry D. Hicks March 13, 1968 

a prominent role. 

We have cooperated with Dalhousie in many ways 
during the past years. Large and valuable parts of our 
collections have been placed at the disposal of Dalhousie 
on a long-term loan basis for teaching purposes. Your 
Geology Department in particular has benefited in this 
way . I hope this type of cooperation will continue and 
increase in the future. 

The musewn pic~ure in Nova Scotia has suffered 
in the past and suffers today from over-fragmentation. 
We have at present about 50 museums in Nova Scotia, many 
of them ill-financed, with little or no competent staff 
but at the same time holding extremely valuable collections 
of specimens. This is a problem which sooner or later 
we must face. With the progress towards the new museum 
we have been attempting to consolidate our resources 
wherever possible and have been making considerable progress. 
We hope that when our new quarters are , fibi ~hed that many 
people and organizations throughout the Province will 
recognize that we have facilities and the staff to care 
for our province's s6ientific and historical heritage. 

I should appreciate it if, in the future, when 
Dalhousie is contemplating disposal of materials that 
you would think of us. I know that you are not entirely 
unfamiliar with our problems as a result of your past 
experience and I trust that you will continue to be one 
of our supporters. 

JLM/mps 

s very truly, 

nton Martin, 
ector. 
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J. Lynton Martin, Esq . , 
Director, 

March 19, 1968. 

Nova Scotia Museum of Science, 
Halifax, N. s. 
Dear Mr . Martin: 

I am acknowl.e<lging your lette:r of March 13 on 
behalf of the President who is absent from the city 
briefly . We are sorry that we di..i not know about your 
special McCullough display. There is probably no excuse 
for our ignorance of what is going on in the same city . 

However , I think 'We have committed ourselves 
to lending the Duck to the National Museum beyond the 
point of recall now. In the future we will certainly 
remember to discuss such matters with you and your staff 
before taking action. 

I had intended to write to you about preparing 
the Labrador duck for shipment, but since you have kindly 
mentioned it in your letter, I hope I may feel free to 
talk directly 111ith Mr . Lloyd Duncanson when the necessary 
loan documents have been signed by the National Museum 
people . 

Yours .sincerely, 

B, ~ 
Assistant to the President 

C 



Pr of essor Mercer' d Office March 25, 1968 

D. H. McNeil! , Esq . Attached Agreement 

Prof e ssor Mercer has aske d me to send the attached (four copies) 
along to you f or signature by the Chairman and Honor ary Secretary 
of the Boar d of Governors . When t his has been done would you be 
good enough to return them to t his office so we may correspond 
furthe r wi th t h e National Museum of Canada . 

(Mr.is . ) El i zabeth A. Christ.lan 
Encs . 



CABLE AooR Ess ., M c lNNE s " 

DO NALD M c tNNES , O.C . 

.J. H . DICKEY, Q . C . 

L . A . BELL , Q.C. 

R . A . CLUNEY 

H . E . WRATH A LL 

ST EWAR T M C INNES 

.J . A . F . MACDO N A L D 

.JOH N G . COOPER 

McINNES , COOPE-R & ROBERTSON 

A . G. COOPER,O. C . 

G . B . RO BE RTSO N , Q.C . 

HARO L D F . .JACKSON, Q . C. 

H E CTOR M c lNNES 

.J . M . DAVISO N 

L . .J . H A Y ES 

G . T . H.COOP E R 

D AV I D B . RITCEY 

BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS, &c . 

Dear Sir: 

Re: Dalhousie and National Mus eum of Canada 

TELEPHONE : AR EA CODE 902 __ 6 423 - 7351 / - l 6f~ 2 J'4'' 

P. 0. Box 730 

1673 BE DFOR D ROW 

HALIFAX , N . S . 

Mar ch 2 5 , 19 6 8 • 

Further to your letter of March 18 , I have perused the 
form of Agreement prepared by the solicitors for the National 
Museum , and I consider it to be in proper form . 

Mr . E. B. Mercer, 
Assistant to the President , 
Dalhousie University, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 

RAC"BL 

Yours truly, 



DALHOUSIE UNIVERSITY 

INTERDEPARTMENTAL MEMO 

NO .................. .. 

DATE ......... ~~ES.~ .... ?5.i ..... ~.2.~ .. ........................ .. 

To D. H~ McNeil! , Esq~ ........................................... ................ .... .................................... RE ........... Attached .... Agr_eement ............ .. 

Prof essor Mercer has asked me to send the attached (four copies) 
along to you fo r signature by the Chairman and Honorary Secretary 
of the Board of Governors. When this has been done would you be 
good enough to return them to this office so we may correspond 
fur ther with the National Muse um of Canada. 

~ . Ltl. 
(Mrs~) Elizabeth A. Christian 

Encs. 



April 2, 1968 . 

Dr. A. W. F . Banfield , 
Director of Natural History, 
National Museum of Canada, 
Otta wa, Ontario . 

Dear Dr. Banfield: 

With reference to your Mr. Russell ' s 
letter of March 13, I am returning the loan documents., ( t( ~~v) 
duly signed, to you for your own signatures . 

On receipt of our copies of the Agree-
ment from you we shall arrange to have the Duck crated 
and shipped to the Museum. 

If you have funds for the purpose, we 
shall bill you for the cost of shipping and insurance; 
but, if not, I am sure that the University can absorb 
these charges. In this connection, it is our intention 
to insure the Labrador Duck for about $2,000.00, but we 
would a ppreciate advice from you if this is not enough 
in your opinion . 

Yours sincerely, 

E.BL: 
Assistant to the President 

C 
Encs . 



NATIONAL MUSEUM OF CANADA 
NATURAL HISTORY BRANCH 

MUSEE NATIONAL DU CANADA 
DIRECTION DE L'HISTOIRE NATURELLE 

OUR FILE NO. 
NOTRE DOSSIER N° 

CANADA 

DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
SECRETARIAT D'ETAT 

YOUR FILE NO. 
VOTRE DOSSIER N° 

Mr. E.B . Mercer, 
Assistant to the President, 
Dalhousie University, 
Halifax, N.S. 

Dear Mr. Mercer: 

Ottawa 4, April 16, 1968. 

Thank you very much for your letter of April 2 and the 
attached copies of the Agreement covering the loan of the Labrador Duck . 
I return herewith two copie~ duly signed, and have kept two copies for 
our files. 

I suggest that the easiest way of handling the shipment would 
be for you to send the parcel by railway express, collect, and to insure 
the duck for a suggested $3,000 with the railway company. We will accept 
full charges at this end. In this way, we will be able to get around the 
small problem that the Government does not normally insure objects but 
would rather accept the risk. 

I would like to assure Dr. Hicks and yourself how much we, at 
the National Museums, appreciate your co-operation in this loan. This 
rare specimen will greatly enhance our National collection of birds. When 
the specimen arrives, we intend to put it on display and to issue a news 
release on the event giving full credit to Dalhousie University. 

I remain, 

Yours sincerely, 

/! l/J:··.4JL 
A.W.F. Banfield, 
Director, 
Museum of Natural Sciences. 



J. L)'lltO&l ) rt.iu. I ~&Q. I 

Direeto1"• 
Uc>" Scot:t<'l, Mu,iiet.tiu. of Scioncu, 
U .l:it'JX, N. S . 

Fw:-"'..J.10:- 'tO t'fQ lcitt.er of Mat•ch 1:>. w now he.vu 
t·ocuJ. d b~C!i. f~ tru, tlatiQnal Mu~um tl.e Aiti.(tn,ld l.ocn 
d cu.t.ent -, £:,:ad a.re f 1"36 t · seitd th@1 tlw L b • ~,.. Duck. 

l. hope tbat !U". ll1J.DU001lon td.J.l be ft•O•t ·to g.lv@ 
bia O.:¢pe1"t o.~t.wlt:iou to or~tiug i't .C'Ot"' us so tlv.iti it will 
ar:vi ve und o,ged. Ute :lud ia iu th" Forrest Dl.lil<U.tlC ~oo ctJfi be loc~ted t.lu"1lueb D1"• voo 14t11t~n. the Hos.a of 
ti u B.iol.o~y Du m'Utettt or, in !J.a absef1~. t1u--ougb Mr . D. 

ilireman who ci;tU be lo,H\Wd 01?. the- f ir$t f'loor. 

If Ml". Dunc.:.mson ti!1ould d~oidt, to t.;ko 1tbo duck 
to tlciU .ttsoum, it ~d bo ap.1recii~tud J.f :,our pa()p!e 
would .a v i.t r lw.:.y o~r~· •• c.ol.luct., ~uJ intwre it for 
$J,OOO to tho followJ.UG eddr~: 

:>.r • l'u W. F. &anf .iold., 
ntN:K!to:• of t ;;.t,UJ;.;. JIL:,tory, 
.a~iont..l l-kW.o~ uf C~~d.: • 
Ot.tuwu, Qltario. 

H.i...y • bavo ~bu. rocoi ..,-e £~ th~ 1~. ilwc..y cota ~n;y. 



1 hO!JC W ta.•e net pr,etn:8%w:a5 too much otl )'QUJ" 
aood w l wl.41 tt at )'QU w U • D1.mcerut0n wi!l 4ot in touch 
with Cl if tiboro ilt-e diffiQUJ.ties. 

C 

oc, Lloyd Dimcanson, Saq. 
Dr . JL n. voe Malt~atin 
1)., 11 . D,11 11 ~$ • 

e. n. Mercer 
,seic.1.::aut to tM Pl·os.tdent. 



C A liooL E ADDR ESS " M c lNNE S '' 

DO NALD M c l NNES , 0 C . 

• 1 H. DI C KE Y , Q . C . 

L A . BE L L , Q . C . 

R . A .C LUN EY 

H . E . WRATHALL 

STE W ART M C I NNES 

J. A . F . MACDONALD 

JOHN G.COO PER 

MclNNES, COOPER 8c ROBERTSON 

A . G . COOP E R,Q . C . 

G. 8 . ROBERTSON , Q . C 

l-iA ROLD F . JA C KSO N , Q . C , 

I-IE C TOR M c lNNES 

J . M . DAVISON 

L . J . H AYES 

G . T . H . COOPER 

DAV I D B. R lfCEY 

BARRISTERS , SOLICITORS , &c . 

Dear Sir : 

TE L EPH ONE : AREA COD E 902 

4 23-73 51 

P O . B ox 730 

16 7 3 B E DFOR D ROW 

HALIFAX, N.S. 

May 8 , 1968 . 

Re : Dalhousie and National Museum of Canada 

I now enclose herewith our account for services 
in connection with this matter . 

Mr . E . B. Mercer , 
Assistant to the President , 
Dalhousie University , 
Halifax , Nova Scotia 

RAC " BL 

encl. 

Yours truly , 



Dalhousie University, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 

RAC Re: National Museum of Canada 

To professional services in connection with this matter, 
including the following: 

Receiving instructions from you; preparation of draft form 
of Agreement; perusal of draft Agreement submitted by the 
Government; telephone conferences and correspondence. 

OUR FEES $20.00 



Assistant to t he President May 9, 1968. 

D. H. McNeil!, Esq . The att ached 

The attached account i s f or drawing up an agreement between 
the University and the Nat,ional Museum o f Can ada, to cover the 
loan by us of the Labr ador D:.tck which is in the Forrest Buildi ng. 

I t was Dr . Read' s opi n i on that we s hould prot ect 
our interest in the Bi rd i n thi s manner . 

C 
En c . 

f 
E. B. Me r cer 



CANADA 

NATIONAL MUSEUMS OF CANADA - LES MUSEES NATIONAUX DU CANADA 

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL SCIENCES 
LE MUSE:E NATIONAL DES SCIENCES NATURELLES 

OTTAWA 

AIR MAIL 

Mr. E.B. Mercer, 
Assistant to the President, 
Dalhousie University, 
Halifax, N.S. 

Dear Mr. Mercer: 

May 9, 1968. 

OUR FILE NO. 
NOTRE DOSSIER NO 

Based on your last letter concerning the loan of the 
Labrador duck specimen to the National Museum of Natural Sciences, we 
expected to receive the specimen shortly. We have made preparations 
to put the specimen on exhibit during the international Museums' Week, 
May 27 to June 1, and to distribute a news release on the loan arrange-
ments with Dalhousie University. In view of the short time before the 
proposed exhibit, it would be greatly appreciated if the Labrador duck 
could be shipped at the earliest possible moment. 

Yours sincerely, 

A.W.F. Banfield, 
Director. 



~-A11ONAL MUSEU M OF CANADA 
NATURAL HISTORY BRANCH a ,.~It/I · 

MUSEE NATIONAL DU CANADA 
DIRECTION DE L'HISTOIRE NATURELLE 

CANADA 

OUR FILE NO. 
NOTRE DOSSIER N° DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARY Of STATE 

SECRtTARIAT D'flAT 

YOUR FILE NO. 
YOTRE DOSSIER N° 

Ottawa 4, May 14, 1968 

Dr. J. Lynton Martin, 
Director, 
Nova Scotia Museum, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

Dear Dr. Martin: 

When you transferred our telephone conversation 
yesterday afternoon to Mr. Lloyd Duncanson, he explained 
that the Labrador Duck is flimsily mounted on a fragile 
stand, and with an elongated and presumably brittle neck. 
Mr. Duncanson feels that the mount would be difficult to 
prepare for shipment via the usual carriers without con-
siderable risk of damage to the specimen. 

I quite agree that we cannot take the slightest 
risk of damage to this specimen. 

I then discussed the problem with our Director, 
Dr. A.W.F. Banfield, who is in agreement with the follow-
ing suggestion. I shall be driving to Nova Scotia in 
July and perhaps the solution is to bring it back in my 
car. With a little careful packaging I think that will 
be the best solution to the difficulty. 

I should like to take this opportunity to thank 
you and Mr. Duncanson for your kind assistance in this 
matter. If you have gone to any expense I think that we 
should reimburse you. 

Sincerely yours, 

Head, Vertebrate Zoology Section. 

- --;,·;~o l 
1 ,~ 1:;ss I 

I 
I 



NOV A SCOTIA MUSEUM 
HALIFAX. CANADA May 17, 1968. 

Professor E. B. Mercer, 
Assistant to the President, 
Dalhousie University, 
Coburg Rd., 
Halifax, N. s. 

Dear Professor Mercer: 

Mr. Duncanson examined the specimen 
of the Labrador Duck and felt that you are taking a very 
big chance by shipping it through the regular channels. 
We therefore telephoned Mr~ Earl Godfrey, of the National 
Museum, and explained the situation to him. 

I am enclosing herewith a copy of 
his reply which is self explanatory. 

JLM/cm 
Enc.l. 

Yours very truly, 

J. Lynton Martin, 
Director. 
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May 21., 1968 . 

e 

eo:: w. 6 l"l Godfrey, Ssqw, 
Uoc1.d, Vert.eb:rtlte 2q;olot;t;,:, Section, 
National MuacUJ.l o:f C,tnadu, 
ott.awa 4, OntM"iO 

Dr . J. Lyntoa Martin, 
Oir·eotor, 
Novo Scotto Musewn, 
U.:u.tf ax, N. S. 

cc: D. Wiseman,Esq. 
Stores Technician, 
Biology Department 



DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY 

DALHOUSIE UNIVERSITY 
HALIFAX, N. S. 

August 5, 1968 

Received from Department of Biology, Dalhousie University 

1 case containing mounted Labrador Duck. 

I 



CANADA 

0~ t , t ,C.,,,.._.,,..,...-~ 
NATIONAL MUSEUMS OF CANADA - LES MUSEES NATIONAUX DU CANADA 

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL SCIENCES 
LE MUSE:E NATIONAL DES SCIENCES NATURELLES 

OTTAWA 
OUR FILE NO, 
NOTRE DOSSIER NO 

Ottawa 4, September 4, 1968. 

Mr. E.B. Mercer, 
Assistant to the President, 
Dalhousie University , 
Halifax, N. S. 

Dear Mr. Mercer: 

I want you to know that the Labrador duck arrived safely 
at the Museum last month. Mr. W.E. Godfrey, our curator of birds, 
carried it personally in his car. We are now preparing a special 
case and exhibit for the main rotunda of the Museum where it will 
be displayed for a number of months. We have also prepared a news 
release on the event which fully credits the generosity of Dalhousie 
University. I will send you a copy of the news release as soon as it 
is prepared. 

I want to take this opportunity of thanking you, the President 
and the staff of Dalhousie University who made this loan possible. It 
was very generous of the University and we are pleased to care for the 
specimen until such time as a natural history museum is established at 
Dalhousie. 

Yours sincerely, 

;/!//,!}~ 
A.W.F. Banfield, 
Director. 
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