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Dear George, 

Edit h will be writing to thank you hersel.f for t he very lovely plant, 
which arrived in pertP.ct shape and delighted both of us, end to add her good 
wishes to 1'dne f or the good health and happiness of Lily and yoursol.f in 195?. 

l spent most of the holiday season working on t he final ebapten or 
1J1Y histor:y .olume but I took time out to enjoy the feaste and the company of our 
son and dau~ter , who came home to en joy them with ua . 

I expect 1am to send Tom Coetain the mamieoript of tho history on 
or about Ja:nu.aey 15t h. Th.is bnngs up the matter of writing plans for the year. 
I have in rn1nd your suggestion or a b1.at0l'1cal J'IO'ftl as my next book tor ,Doubleday. 
I am strongly attracted to t he subject or F'r2.Me9 Wentworth, t he beautif'ul American 
girl who married her coue1n John WentVOJ"th 1 g<>Yenior of New Hampshire before the 
American ReYOlution. They built a l&rge estate 1n t he forest and liftd 11 luxurious, 
and ranantic llfe there unt1.i the Hevoluti on. Wentworth, although poPlllar with 
the people. chose the Tory s i de 1n the war aTKI flM with Fr ances to Hal1fax. Both 
were ambitious and the lady wasn' t averse to using her charms to get promotion 
for her husband. Her tanous and moet useful lover w:is wi.ld Pri~e William (long 
aftervarda t i.ng william t he i ourth) vho ,.. a c,,ptdn in t he British nny on tho 
Halifax station. Through him and others t'ranceo got the governorship of Non 
Scotia and a title t'or john, i.ed t bA giddy society of Halifax in the days when 
Prince Willlam's broth.er Edward wu 11.tng t here with Julie de Montgenet de S&int 
Laurent, and in general kept her good l.ooke and talents in use until ehe was well 
on into the .fifties. A colonial Ninon de Lenclos and a tascina.ting subject . 

Now here is another matter which doe~ not directly concern Double-
day but which I .feel I •houl.d mention lest there be any ndsunderstanding . Many 
Y9Bre ago I wrote (and issued in a prin.te and limit«! edition) a omall book girlng 
t he history or a NO'f'a Scotia pt"ivateer called the "RoTer" during t he Napol'!Oni.c 
wars. It was a crud.E' job , nry fil'"St attempt at anything beyond e. rev short stories , 
and it has a few or Canadi.ana simpl y because 1 t happened to 
be scarce. In the SUl'll!ler ot 1954 I addreesed a national com-ention or the Canadian ? 
Library Aseooiation, and while there John Grey of MacMillan a.sked me if I would ·• 
consider enlarging the "Rowr" book and letting his company have it f or publication. 
I said I wuld but that I -• too buoy to do aeytbing ,about it at the tillle. 

Gray has now brought up the matt er again, and as I shall ha-re tin-
iabed rrry hi.story -vo1ume in two more weeks or so I s ee no reason why I shouldn't ~" 
pol.uh up my 11.ttl.e "RO'l"e r" book t or t hem be!ON going on to write my next llOl'9l J; 
for Doub1eday. It wouldn ' t take l!DN' than a month. They want to i nclude t he book 
in their "Gr eat Stories ot Canada" series and t hey are preps.Nd to pay tor 1.t 1.n 'Ir 
cash outright instead of roys1ties if I prefer. As it • a a one-book affair I might 
as well take the cash . 

Let me knov soon what you think of a11 this . 

Sincerely, 

Hr. George E. Nelson 

,, 
' 



DOUBLEDAY CANADA LIMITED 

Mr. Thomas H. Raddall, 
Liverpool, N. s. 
Dear Tom: 

105 80NO STREET 

TORON TO 2 , CANA.DA. 

January 9th,1957 

It was ve ry pleasant talking to you on the telephone 
last night, and to have your assurance that Tom Costain will 
have very nearly all the manuscript for your volume of the 
Canadian His tory in a few days. 

I am taking the liberty of lifting the outline of your 
pro j ected new novel and f orwarding it to George Shively, who 
is now and will be responsible for all future volumes in the 
Canadian History. He will also be your contact editor f or any 
new novels. I know that Tom Costain ha s a great personal 
regard f or George Shively 1 s ability as an editor and also as 
a friend, and you may rest assured that you are and will be 
in very competent hands at headquarters. 

I wish to confinn by letter that your suggestion to 
re-issue the t i tle 11 ROVER11 with Ma.cmillan 1 s does not concern us, 
nor worry us, in view of the fact t hat it wi l l only be a revising 
job for you and wil l take a very short period. 

I do hope t h at you will give serious consideration to my 
suggestion that you visit our principals in New York, as I am 
sure it would be most helpful t o us and of benefit to them. When 
it gets closer to the time t hat you plan on going I would be 
happy t o make a few suggestions for both you and Edith that would, 
I am sure, give you both s ome pleasure. 

We will require a new photograph of you for use both on the 
History volume and for publicity purposes, and if I may be forgiven 
f or saying it, I would suggest that you have a full face photograph 
taken, as the profile on THE WINGS OF NIGHT does not do you justice. 

My affectionate best to you both. 

GEN :eb 
cc: Mr. 'Ihornas B.Costain 

Mr. George Shively 

George E. Nelson 
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J&nll&J'Y 25/ 57 

Dear George . 

I oent oU to :,oo tode.:r a coa;plete carbon 
copy of 1l,l' vol.ume of the hiator'7• I ha"" put the title 
TllE PATIi TO DllSl'IIIY on 1t o.nd I thinl< i t a good c11e 
but nature~ thnt !;Wltter is """ l 1,a_,•t diacuNed 
yat vith Ten Ccetain or C-eorge Sbi'Nl;y. 

I presume you vill want t o send the H/ s 
alor.z to Ralph All.en or Y.ac1-n'• right away, so he 
can decide how much. it any . he l:.'2nts to use in his 
;;;>;;azJ.r~ . After S<Jnd1ni; att the Mjs I r.l11l8d t.hat 
Allen would prcbab],y find tbe chapter headings and 
w:ef'ul in ""'.ding t:q: i t. and l encloae a Mt at - • 

I n a letter to""' aald.ne advice about 
the '"'1umo be is do1nc Allan asked alao far an • rl,y 
VUJ1J or icy M/ s , acd if: I ..-ber l'ightl,y be bod IIJIP1'000lled 
,o,, on the eubject alao.. i.,, I mentimed in a pl."O'rlous 
letter, Jtacl.can' • ,...,. "°"" pretty eict.B1• emerpta 
tram Bn>ce liutchimon' • "The Struggle f or the Deni ..... 
which dealt 1.., a slapdash tubion vith mob or the attar 
cO'NNd 1n my book1 hence I don ' t think Allen v1ll vab 
t o use a great ~lot Iii.De. l!OW99fll" , that raa1n8 to be 
__,, I can certainl,y uae the """187• 

Yoo getting aey winter up your • 11 \-1• 
had a l"Ugged J&nllaJ'Y up till about the 20th, and t i-
a kind or chinack blar in fr'an ,._...,.. o.nd m l ted all 
the anoi,alld ice - - I 8"1l thonght at ~g a -at 
golf:. 

ci-o, 
\ 

t ',ij'' 

,,, 



DOUBLEDAY CANADA LIMITED 

Mr. Thomas H. Raddall , 
Ll. verpool, N. S. 

Dear Tom: 

toe> BOND STREET 

TORONTO 2, CANADA 

March 2lst,1957 

We enclose our cheque for $450 .00, which is payment 
from Maclean 1 s Magazine for the use of up to 5000 words of 
your manuscript, which we submitted to them some time ago . 

I had hoped that they would use more. In fact my 
feeling was tha t it might run to 30,000 or 40 ,000 words, but I 
was not going to allow them to use more than that because it 
would hurt the sale of the book rather than help. However, in 
view of their decision to publicize the actual book at the time 
they run this one section I think it has worked our satisfactor-
ily, and we at least have received a token payment. 

As you will see from the copy enclosed, Ralph is extreme-
ly enthusiastic about the splendid job you have done , and on his 
recommendation we have started our subsidiary department in New 
York atempting to have some further material used in either 
Atlantic Monthly or Harper• s. We shall advise you further in 
this connection as soon as we hear . 

No doubt it came as a great shock to you to hear of the 
sudden death of Joe Rutledge. It so happened that Lily arxl I were 
spending a few days with Tom and Ida Costain at the time, and the 
news was extremely upset ting to Tom. 

I would like to pass along to you lhe high praise that 
has started in the New York office for PATH OF DESTINY from both 
Tom Cost~in an:i George Shively. You have a fine editor for your 
contact in New Yorlc now, and his judgement is respected by the whole 
ed.i torial department • 

GEN:eb 
encl 

My best regards to both F.dith and yourself. 

Sincerely, 

George E. Nelson 



'arch 23rd, 195? 

Dear George, 

Tbanko for your letter and the cheque, vhi.ch is 
usetul at thia nc,,,mrt. , I vaan• t surpr1aed that l!aclean'a 
decided to run such a small part of' ory book, for as I -
tioned !>dare they had,_ a good deal of'~ llutcbinllon'a 
•struggle tor the Border' , which c""8Nd the - period, 

SODle -.tbs ago Cyril Rob1.naoo Qf V.Nlcend l!agaaine, l'.ont-1, 
asked• 11" their editori&l de,a- could look anr the 
IIIIDUBCript ot THE PAT!! OF DESTIIIY. as they m1i!;ht wall to run 
some Qf it, I told hl.za that l!aclean' a had - pror:d.Nd first 
choice bot that I aav no reason why Weekend ehouldn't haft 
a look at it when f'.acl.Nn' s had sde their oelection, What 
do you think or thul7 l'.aclean • • are woing only chapters 10 
and 11. 'ould it be poaeible to get the rest ot the ll8JmSCl'ipt 
from t hea am offer it to l:eeka tor a -7 The only 
copy I haw lett here is a rather faint carbon and in any case 
I should keep it at hand for refe....- in ~• with 
Tom Costain and George Shi-...ly , 

I vaa shocked indeed to learn of' Joe Rutledge's death. He 
wu eo hale and full Qf ateom vhen I at him in TOl'Clllto that 
he - the eort ot aan vho could li,re f01'9ftr , 1-.,., 
aa Ten rerarks in a letter to•• it was a Mndertul thing 
that be was able to close his _,. with an excellent work 
like hie ""1,- Qf the NriN, 

Edith joins DO in cheero to Ll..ly and :,ourself. 

Sincerely, 

t-ir. George E. Uelaon, 
Doubleday Canada Limited, 
105 Bond strut , 
Toronto 2 , Canada, 

,\ 



DOUBLEDAY CANADA LIMITED 

Mr. Thomas H. Raddall. 
Liverpool, N. S. 

Dear Tom: 

March 26th,1957 

According to the agreement we have wi th Maclean' s, t he money 
t hat t hey have pa.id us is for the f i rst serial rights on PA'IH OF 
DESTINY, and I know that they would not agree to anothe r media here 
usi ng part of t he book. We also feel t hat if Week En:l agreed to use 
material from the book they would want to use more t han we would be 
willing to release. 

Our a ttempt to sell your mat erial in the United States is an 
entirely different matter because Ralph Allen has already agreed with 
me that if we are able to secure a substantial sale for the first 
~erial rights t o any American magazine he would be willing to with-
draw from the present contract we have signed. This approach appeals 
much more t o us because the mat erial used in t he United states would 
have a limited distribution in t his country, ani would tend to help 
to sell the book, rather than mass coverage such as Week End, which 
now has a circulation of nearly a million a n:l a half across Canada. 

There is a possibility t hat some time in the future we would 
approach Week End f or the sale of your book for second serial rights, 
but we would not be able to do that until at least two years after 
publica t i on, as it is our intention to promote this title extensively 
through the book clubs here, after the inunediate trade sale has been 
exhausted. 

I t rust that you agree with me in our thinking in regar d to this 
matter. 

Yours sincerely, 

r~ 
George E. Nelson 

GEN :eb 



Dear George, 

I •• YOU>' point with regard to letting Week 

End ha .... any part or THE PATJ! OF DESTINY. I didn ' t realise 

that llaclean18 had _,,lUlift right.a, and in any cue theN 

19 mm-e to be l..t than ga1nod in a large u• or the book 

by a • gasine or I/eek End'• cl.rculati.on. So, let'• forget 

it. 

Cheero, 

• George riei..on. 

Doubleday C&nada Ltd. , 

105 Bond st.net, 

TOl'Otlto 2, Canada 



DOUBLEDAY CANADA LIMITED 

Mr. Thomas H. Raddall, 
Liverpool, N. S. 

Dear Tom: 

April 200,1957 

Ma.clean I s are planning on 
considerable publication and pictorial 
spreads in their magazine in connection 
with t heir publi cation of the selection 
from PA'IH OF DESTINY, and we would like 
to have a new photograph of yourself for 
use in t his regard . 

If you will send us a photograph -
full face rather than profile - we will have 
glossy prints made which we can also use 
for distribution with review copies and 
newspaper publicity when the book is published 
in September. 

Yours sincerely, 

George E. Nelson 

GEN :eb 



April 8th, 1957 

Hello George, 

WI.t h regard to your letter or the second , 

I ' m arranging to ha .. a """ photograph taker, and w1ll 

sem you the result next ,_,k. Photographers tell .., 

I don't rake aucb a good pictUN tull race as 1n profile , 

holtever I'll baw it done tllll !ace u you vuh. 

Mr . George E. !1elaon, 

Doubleday Canada Ltd, , 

105 Bend St....t, 

Toronto 2, Canad:>. 

" 



DOUBLEDAY CANADA LIMITED 

TORONT O 2 , CANAD/\ 

' 
Mr. Thomas H. Raddall, 
Liverpool , N. S. 

Dear Tom: 

May Bth,1957 

The tw photographs you sent arrived 
today, and I think they are magnificent, 
a nd prove that you are a much more handsome 
guy than that r eproduction on the jacket of 
THE WINGS OF NIGHT. 

I am sending the photograph of you 
wearing the Canadian Legion jacket down to 
New York fo r print s to made fo r newspaper 
and publicity use , and I trust that they will 
also use a r eproduction on the jacket of PA 'lli 
1D DESTINY. 

Best regards . 

Yours sincerely, 

George E. Nelson 



DOUBLEDAY CANADA LIMITED 

Mr. Thomas H. Rl\ddall, 
Liverpool, N. S. 

Dear Tom: 

l'.ay 22ni ,1957 

I have just returned from a ten day conference in New York, and 
while sales conferences are already 11old hat 11 , this one has been mos t 
inspiring and exhilarating. Among the books presented was your PAD-I 
'IO DESTINY, on which Geor ge Shively did a magnificent job, and fo r which 
they have prepared a special release to go out to different parts of the 
United States tha t are fea tured in t he history you cover. 

At a si:,ecial meeting tha t was called between Ken McCormick, Lee 
Barker and Tom Costain I was invited to at tend, and t hey have some 
splendid ideas on Canadian subjects that could be done, both in fiction 
and non-fiction, arwi I think it is extremely important that we make an 
opportunity for you to enter these discussions personally. I raised the 
point with Mr. McCormick, and he is very anxious to have an opportunity 
to talk to you personally, and he went so far as to state thl. t t he American 
Company would be willing to pay half your expenses in connection with a 
visit to New York. It was also proposed that I should attend this discuss-
ion, and I only urge you that it should be done as soon as convenient. 

I have one or two commitments coming up in the next few weeks . It is 
necessary that I go to Winnipeg for the presentation of the Governor 
General I s Award at the end of June, and it is presently proposed that one 
of the New York editors will be here early in June, which will necessitate 
my going to Montreal with him. Neither of t hese journeys w.ill be for an 
extended time, and if you are disposed to consider a trip to New York I 
would recommend that it be done as early in the sununer as convenient, 
because of the extreme heat and humidity that they suf fer during the summer 
months. 

Please let me know as soon as possible your decision in this important 
matter. 

}tr" best regards to you both. 

Sincerely yours, 

r~ 
George E. Nelson 

GEN : eb 



,A... EXCLUSIVE CONNECTION WITH WESTERN UNION CABLE SERVICE ' M 

~~:.!1fANADIAN NATIONAL N· 'i{i 1,? 
=~ 

/ J R WHIT~C~ME~~R,A~ ~I.NAGER TELEGRAPHS 

~~~:;!1~1"? 1?::E§ ONT MAY 28 1001A= 
!~~M~S H RADDALL~ 

:MC'C'~~M.!_,CH CO~E_!.~MS ~E E9~ CONFERENCE 
AJ2V.!,S~ .!_f_ l ,S COM!.~§::.. 

GEORGE ~~~SON D~U~~~eA! _CpA LTD= 
11)~!• • 



LI~. · 
d A cru/t'?J J~!J, , r /</ / 

it's- Ji'M ~I r 

--t;;:zt- J( le~ J ~le?~ 

(I 

AIL- % · {..,,,,d ,,;/1 md;, ~'1fa'-1;~ ;f = W Tc 11 , ~-7 ?am ~r; ·r,4 



11...Ai.... EXCLUSIVE CONNECTION WITH WESTERN UNION CABLE SERVICE 

i~;,,~;.~rANADIAN NATIONAL ,, n ,,7 

-~...... J R WHITL~ .. \~~R/.; "4ANAGER TELEGR.APHS 

~!~l047 31 :.._E§ ! OR~ ~!~ ?9 ,328~=.. 
'157 MAY 29 

THOMAS H RADDALL= r . - - ~ 

HAPPY THAT JUNE TENTH IS CONVENJENT EOR YOU STOP DO YOU 
1w~1sH us ro MAK~ HOTEL RESERVATION I N NEW YORK AND I F so 

(52)1=•~ 
PM 4 59 

W~ WJ__!;-L R~QUl,R~ YOU~ A~R,!YA!:- A~Q D~~AR!UR~ _ D~!~S:. 

(/ 



DOUBLEDAY CANADA LIMITED 
10!:i BOND STREi,,'T 

TORONTO' CANADA 

Mr• Thomas H. Raddall, 
Ll.verpool, N. S. 

Dear Tom: 

May J lst,1951. 

We have reserved a single room 
for you at the New Weston Hotel, Fiftieth 
Street and Madison Avenue, from Sunday 
afternoon, June 9th to Tuesday afternoon, 
June 11th. 

I shall plan on seei~ you there 
on your arrival, or shortly after. 

Kini rega rds . 

Yours sincerely, 

George E. Nelson 

GEN : eb 



DOUBLEDAY CANADA LIMITED 

Mr. Thomas H. Raddall , 
Liverpool , N. S. 

Dear Tom: 

September 24th, 1957 

Many thanks for returning the inscribed copies which we 
sent to you. I would like to tell you that I was very pleased 
with what you had to say to me , and Tom Costain was delighted 
with his inscribed copy. 

The main reason for writing today is to of fer our heartiest 
congratulations ; I am sure you must be pleased with the general 
enthusiasm of the press and the reviewe r s in regard to THE PATH 
OF DESTINY. To say the least they are whole- heartedly laudatory 
in their appr oval , and we wish to add our felitications for a 
splendid work. You may rest assured that we will beat every 
damned drum available to get the best sale we can between now and 
Christmas for you . 

One thing that you may not know is that Doubleday , New York 
a r e just about to announce a Kenneth Rober ts Memorial Award, 
which carries a nice little token offer of $2500 . 00 . As soon as 
the complete brochure is available we will seni you a copy, which 
should be of interest to you . 

I am particularly interested in hearing how you are progressing 
with your new novel . While we have had a preponderance of manus cripts 
submitted in the $10, 000 . 00 Novel Contest , we have not to the present 
fourrl a gr eat deal of merit , and it would be wonierful , although it 
might be too great a task , if by any chance you were able to submit the 
manuscript before the expiry date, which is April 1st next year . I 
wouldn ' t for one minute have you think that I was pressing you to meet 
this date , because I gathered from our visit together in June that you 
expect it will be well on to the end of next year before you complete 
the writing of the story as outlined to the boys then . It is extr emely 
important to us that when th e awa rd is made we have a str ong selection, 
which would not only increase the pres tige a rrl importance of this award , 
but would stimulate furthe r inter est in its continuance by our New York 
principals. 

I !we just retur ned from a week ' s vacation with Ida and Tom Costain , 
who are pr esently spending a month at Sherwood Inn on Lake Joseph , arrl 
on at least thr ee occasions they mentioned that i t would be wonderful if 
you and Edith could spend a holiday with them there. It now seems to 
have been pretty well established that they will sperrl. each month of 
September in Northe r n Ontario , and while I realize that i t would be i m-
possible this year, you mi ght keep this idea in the back of your mim. 



- 2 -

Mr. Thomas H. Raddall, Liverpool, N. s. 

if it should fit in with your vacation plans , perhaps the six 
of us could spend some time up there next year . Certainly one 
of your staunchest admirers is Harry Draper, the owner of the Inn, 
who, without hesitation claims that you are the finest Canadian 
writer. That support alone would , I am sure , tend to make your 
visit enjoyable . 

Lily and I send our affectionate best to you and 
Edith . 

Yours sincerely, 

f.wt-q;, 
Geor ge E. Nelson 

GEN : eb 
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DOUBLEDAY CANADA LIMITED 

Mr. Thomas H. Raddall , 
Liverpool , N. S. 

Dear Tom: 

August 29th ,1957 

Our stock of THE PATIi OF DESTINY has come in, and 
we are very pleased with it, as I hope you will be . 

Under separate cover today I am sending you six 
copies , and I would appreciate it if you would personally 
autogr aph five of them for the following people, am return 
them to me so that I can send them out : 

Thomas B. Costain, 
Har ry Draper, 
Dr. W. G. Hardy, 
Ralph Allen 
and myself 

The extra book is .for you in case you have not received your 
copies from New York yet . 

Kind regards . 

Yours sincerely, 

George E. Nelson 

GEN:eb 

return label enclosed 
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DOUBLEDAY CANADA LIMITED 

January 24th , 1958 

Mr . Thomas H. Raddall, 
Liverpool, N. S. 

Dear Tom : 

We enclose our royalty reports showing the 
earnings up to October Jlst ,1957 for THE WINGS OF NIGHT , 
HIS MAJESTY I S YANKEES and PA'ffi OF DESTINY. Details of 
our sales are enclosed with our cheques . 

I was very pleased to hear through Edi th that you 
both plan on going to England in April , and. may I jump to 
the conclusion that your present novel will be finished by 
that time, and is it your intention to do sorne research on 
the story you outlined to me last summer in regard to a 
novel on the success , and fantastic story of the Cunard line . 

I would be glad to have an outline of the places 
you plan on visiting in England , because I would like to make 
our people in London aware of the time you are going to be 
there, and where they can get in touch with you. 

GEN : eb 
encl , 

Kini personal regards . 

Yours sincerely, 

j..wi,t', . 
George E. Nelson 



Jnnunry 2Cth , 195b 

Dear Georce, 

'fhan!:s for the cheques uncl for yonr letter . 
Von , I ' m takin: Edit h to turopo in the nprinr; , sai.linc 
; r i l 9th frcn t'.olif'ax and. returning al:xxlt June 9th . 
She ho.s been on the verge o£ a nervous brookdown for the 
past six r:x:mths , on:! no we ' ve oovor ha.J a really l.cng 
trip together £or yOO,l"S I decided to c.rct her away as soon 
as the weather i s fit . /!:part .fron that I can do "11th a 
holiday i;zyself . I studied anJ worl<ed like a horoe for 
ak.ost. tw years on "The Path of Destiny'' as you know. 
\•'hen I fir.ii.shod the.t last February I turnod at once to· 
re-writing my ol.:.1 book on NOVu otin pr-lvateers for 
,~ac:·.111an •s , as I ' d agreed t o do. After two years ' 
intensive study of ooo subject it ' s not easy to awl.tch 
lightly to another , and this j ob took ne ll>ngor than I 1d 
expected. Ewever I wns f'inishod with it :l.n July. 

Tho """81 for Doub~y. based on the lives and affairs 
of Sir John an1 lady f'rances \:entworth, w.s now bef"ore i:ra . 
I be~n the I'KMJ. !:cot1an research at Cl1C8 . t.:ben we dis-
cussed the oubject in 1:ai1 York , Leo DB-rker wns very keen 
about having n good portion of the book I s plot and action 
ln:1.d in the U .s. , havil'l;; in mind the American sales . I 
a greed, bocauae of couroo the Wcntwort.hs were ArneriCll?'JS 
a bod quit e o career in r.:eu F..acpshire before they turned 
up in ::ova Scotia . ITonoe I spent cnst of Septeo:::ber in 
::eu P.runpshire , tnmting i.."l the 1~ cords for r:a.tGrial about 
r:;y lively pair, and goJ.ne ove,• the fll'Omd in tho vicinity 
of Portsoouth and about tho site of their country mr.sioo 
noor n'inrupesnukoo . It uas a lot of work but highly intcr-
estinc; coosidei-ubly r:oro than ooa third, possibly cl.ose 
to one half' of t he nove1 will be laid 1n those parts . in 
Boston . 000 to a slight extent on I.on;1 Island . 

I am uell into the lR'W Cnglr.md cho.pters DOW' 1 but as you 
can see I con I t possibl;y finish the book before this Fall . 
The , 'entwrths aro authentic o.nd rocontic chll.rncters in 
Anerican as well as Cano.dio.n history ( in ;Er.v 
t !'iey still reckon him. one or their most f'a-:-ous £icures 
and have norned one of their t:odern hichways af'ter him) • 
anl so I want to do the .finest job I con . bile I ' rn 
overseas t his spring I shall ba o.ble to die u;i mterial 
on the ·:entworths ' so ourn in Encl.and, arrl on J o:i_m •a 
r.zysteriou.::i visit to Paris in tho r.ddst of tho Revolution , 
when he talked \Jl.th Benjocin Vranklln an1 his old Hnrvard 
Classoote John Adar'.;e . 



DOUBLEDAY CANADA LIMITED 
10 ~ DOls'.0 STREET 

CANADA 

Mr . Thomas H. Raddall, 
C/o Captain C .W. Coplin, 
Cranmore House, Epson Road , 
West Horsley, 
Surrey , England 

Dear Tom : 

May Jrd , 1958 

We enclose tear sheet of an ad t hat we ran in 
the Globe and f/,ail this morning, and on behalf of our 
company I wish to congratulate you most sincerely on 
the award t hat has j us t been announced. While at publi ca-
tion date of PATH OF DESTINY you must have been pleased 
with t he splendid critical acclaim given you by a unanimous 
press, this award is further confirmat ion of the quality 
and sincerity o f your effort. 

I hope that both you and Edith are having a wonder-
ful holiday, and if you plan on being home f or t he Canadian 
Authors Assoc iat i on Convent i on , which is being held in 
Montreal the week of June 2nd, I will look forward to the 
pleasure of seeing you there. If your plans are such that 
you do not i ntend being back by that t i.me I would assume that 
it will be my gr eat honour to accept this medal on your behalf . 
Some t ime , at you r convenience please confinn to me your plans 
i n this regard. 

Aff ectionate best to you both . 

Sincerely, 

George E. Nelson 

GEN ;eb 



DOUBLEDAY CANADA LIMITED 

Mr • Thomas H. Raddall, 
44 Park Street , 
Liverpool , N. S . 

Dear Tom : 

June 9th _, 1958 

I have just retu r ned from the Canadian Authors Assoc . 
Convention in Montreal , which I can assure you was a very 
successful affair , and both you and Edith were great ly missed . 
The remarks I made in accepting the Governor Gener al ' s Award 
on your behalf are enclosed , and I trust will meet with your 
approval . 

Under separate cover by registered mail we are forwarding 
to you the medal in recognition of your fine example of author-
ship . I only w:i sh that there was a substantial mone t ary reward 
for this honour . 

Some time in the early future , when you are organized and 
back into the swing of things , I would be glad to hear how your 
work is progressing, and just what you feel should be a comfort able 
Ume for the completion of your present book . I have talked to 
Ralph Allen in this regard , and while I do not think any one of us 
~hould be premature in arriving at a decision as to whether we 
want serialization for it , there is a distinc t possibility that 
All@n would be more than interested in firs t serial. However , 
let 1s not make any definite commitments because I have high hopes 

for this book in our own book clubs , and that may have some bear-
ing in regard to the time elBrtent . 

Tom Cost ain is presently doir:g some research, and is undertaking 
to do a biography of Alexander Graham Bell. It is likely that he will 
be in Montreal some time in October . I will keep you posted in regard 
to the date , and if by chance you should be contemplating a trip as 
far as Montreal , it might work out to our pleasure and mutual advant -
age if your visit ,coincldeil with his . 

Affection;:,,te best to you both . 

Yours sincerely , 

George E. Nelson 

GEN : eb 



Your • .•..• . •.••. Mr,- President , honoured guests , ladies and gentlemen 

On behalf of Mr . Thomas H. Raddall I am pleased and honoured to accept 

t his Award . Tom Raddall himself would like to have been here , but it 

was impossible . He and Mrs . Raddall are on the Atlantic tonight on their 

way home from a two months ' tour of the British Isles and Europe , where 

Tom has been combining a sightseeing trip with research for his next book. 

It wasn ' t until he arrived back in London from I taly that he l earned that 

THE PATH OF DESTINY had been given the Governor-General ' s Award for creative 

non- fiction, 

This is the third time t hat Tom Raddall has won this awa r d - the 

highest honour that can be bestowed on a Canadian writer - and in each 

case it has been richly deserved - for these are books of which we can 

all be proud , books that rank high with the literature of any country in 

the world, A recent editorial in Ma clean ' s magazine says of Raddall that 

he is a scholarl y writer with an easy flowing style , and in any list of 

Canadian authors his name would appear among those at the top . 

In spite of this acclaim , and the honours and success that have 

come to him , he remains an honest and s i ncere writer, and a man of modesty 

and deep humility , I would like to quote from Tom ' s reply to my letter 

advising him tha t THE PATH OF DESTINY had been given the Award . He said 

11The Awa rd is an honour that warms the heart and mind as well , after l ong toil. 

Canada 1s history is a magnificent tale in itself , and in writing THE PATH OF 

DESTINY I had magnificent material. In that respect I was a minor party, 

and I could only hope to do the subject justice . It seems to me tha t any 

award for history really belongs t o the generations of men and women who have 

preserved the original facts and made them available to people like myself . 11 



JtL'10 16t.b , 1958 

I.1~1· l.:eorc;e , 

·~ila..l;\.c f'or a...,~arin~ :-;;r .:.c :J. ... t:1· ·ut·1ors' 
conv.mtiou . You "e;...a.rl:a to tho.n ¥."3ro vcrr-J nicol:, 
- till.Sl. got yo"u to \.?lto ..:o, .:;- :r~ r-c c::'tt-: t!tis , 
ani I r.~h. °"' ~11 -..-.u-:: you t:.:.at .... 1 l:c~.r"i,;.. D.S33.il.od wit h 
u«..anJs lcr "'~~ s.ll thu -.:3.;; '"-'rcir ~,e,rc- to r;:.ntfcrd , 
Ontario. .itY clo a:i... t: .... : '... Wcu·.·s0 n ~n cnn write 
a boc.k.. ua ,.AZ;; ., Liu c ~.:i,:c. .. - i..-:J"t;o.J o:•;:tcr , too~ ~, itchi.ne 
for the plal...,."or.::? It: .. :.c:;::..1u ~o ~.! . lP· .'l!i: .·rcs::ruro or 
wor,~ , wh .. c :. ;.~ t:.u ~tL. I '.:,;1i...,:r.0U :-. Joni_. t~•-,-. r ..,"O t.t-at 
wr-ltiug is c. \f.loJ.o...t.lr..o jO) if JO'l w.nr:t to ""'.nl :c n ::r ccc::is 
O.i. .!.L • ..u~l t~ le..,;., J'-'u. .. cl! :.l..o ~'..tcr . 

I 't.1 clo .. n..:...i.J. U.i- t.:.v i-. ..... , o. cx: __ c . ~•~·co ;:i1: -'-1---:,. \JOrk 
w:uc .. a...ai:.. ' ,..e. ·.i ....... ! u-o:.. :..o c, c..."l • ~10 ir ·r.otbcr uock 
or t.-.ro to y:U..16L. U......:,l: :.r...o , . .,, no-m2.. - ::..n.l I s ' ;:,_,., , t ~rc:e 
until 1 ... •s Jcr.e. ct · v:.cn t\at will tx- , T can •• roy • 
.;.ay t.hc L.1i.:.. o: t. • .J.. ... :;u::.: , tc;.Ut, 1 ...,cl • ~oo:. ·.:.i~,. hcf'ore , 
of cours a . 

'l:or:; • (io { ~octain 13 1 XXJ' O!'I ?ell :;::,,,1.,."1.lo bot,., .. ntor-::'.rt.!.ng and 
u;;ei:J.l • ...ell \ii..;..;, ...L ._...:..:;n:...ri.c.oIL ~•.::.1·-ct.er~ :Yl ·.'!l c tl:e 
pu.Dlic tn:i.1~ a!' hit:~, a3 the i•w-.ltm· o"' ~ho t eleplnne,, 
he 0:i..u .... lo';.. .): ro...r ..... 1-:..J.:1....;-?r i:c;.."' ,i ~:vJ -lr:~lane,, the 
h.r~1'0l'oll b.Ja~ <::.ich ;-~ Co.r~1ar. :a:r.1 ~o. ~o:•_ d:)Yaloping) . 
Wl!.t. a sc .... re o~ o ... .,;; ... .J..L:..;::; . V..J v-sitc .,i=. ,.;:-ava on 
.... eltu1 .. rea;t n IT.l."1?....:-r of tir,cm - ~r'.·00 by a rod.est 1.late 
on a o.....i.ll :...cui..:w~, u...: ..i.1.r:.c.; · .;::> •• coo.1erl i.-, a .;ro.,,.+h or: 
S,r'rUCG . 

If Ten i s goin: to l>o i n .·ontr~l n ~obm•, it would be 
a pl.eaaure to run u_ t-1-i.... s ee :u .... ,J 1..r; Co.pt; '::reton, i f 
Lo ox-es doun to 1o<i ovs::- ..,ell ' a old at:l::IpinJ gro.md. 

'l'hc CC<.Al <:a;..e Gal"ely, tho.rJ;~ . 
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