
Dr . Thomas H. Raddall, 
Liver pool , N. S. 

Dear Dr . Raddall: 

HALIFAX. N, S. 

October 28th , 1957 . 

Please accept my belated congratulations on the publication 

of 11The Path of Destiny11 • I think you have succeeded admirably in capturing the 

essence of Canadian history from the end of the Seven Years 1 War to the Winning 

of Responsible Government , and I have some appreciation of how much reading and 

how much thinking it takes for a task of this kind . 

Naturally , I had a particular interest in your chapters about 

Nova Scotia , but I liked especially your brief character sketches of men such as 

Ethan Allen and Guy Carleton, Lord Selkirk and Robert Nelson . I have a much mo re 

vivid picture of the solaiers in the British army, now tlJE!t I have read your 

description of Burgoyne 1 s soldiers marching through the woods to Lake Champlain . 

Several people ha ve told me how much they enjoyed reading 

this latest book of yours , and how they hoped you would do another in the 

series . Are you still planning a trip to England to collect material on Lady 

1-lentworth? 

(5>;;;·~-~. 
(Hiss) Phyllis R. Blakel~ 

Research Assistant . 



Oc+..obor 30th ' 57 

Dear '"iss ill.ckeley, 

It was moot kind of you to write , an! 
I wlue yoor praise far the bo:lk, for you are one of tho 
cor .. parativoly few people who are equipped to see what I 
....,, tryin3 to do a."ld to appreciate the intense labour of 
two years that went into it - plus the hobby-study of 
!lSlf a lif'etir:8 • 

I had long observed in high school an! college students 
(includin~ "'Y own son an! daughter) an indifference to tho 
history of their own country becauoe they found it "'dull" . 
voo ha.vo obsorvod this o.ttitude youroolr , l knr:N, because 
your am port.royal. of ; ,ova Scotian history ohows that like 
,cysclf you !:now it io arzythin, but dull , 

1 'hen Coota.in ashed me to do a book 1n this series I chooe 
tho third voluco, becauoe the period 1763- 1850 has always 
soocod to re the most interesting as well as tho most s1g-
nif'icont in Canadian history, and because the book could 
stond O'J itself" ns a stu:ly of "rnni.test Destinyn seen f'ral 
the Cm-adian point of view. I t -..as written for laycon like 
cyoolf, as you see . nnJ for Americans as f."UCh as Canadians . 
1, o tho book has boon published in t:ew York , and by pure 
chance nt a timo when suddenly the Anerlcans };nve be3Ul) to 
exm:dne carefully their rolntioos with Camdo, it has aroused 
I;DC!'l ca:u:ont there . ot all of the ccm-.ont 1s bap,ro, . bocause 
• have set forth blU!'lt.l,, and in do11berato detail the chron-
iclo o:' such natters as tho ·ar o.r 1C12 . of tmich the 
Arerican student 1o ta.ucbt li t tlo , an 1 o.r which the Acer:1.cnn 
layrian knOlm oot~ except the burnin of \.'ashincton md 
the bcttle of 1..eu Orl.cans . 

: have dQle quite a lot of research 1r: Cew ;iao;,tihiro for r;iy 
1:entworth book and ac ntill esoet:b11ng these and ,,y ,:ova 
Scotia notao , which l gathered tJD.ny years aeo when the notion 
of telllni; the otory of' the ·entwort.hs fi1-s'.... occurrod to roo . 
I oti ll plnn t o co to England in the spring: but rroo my 
corres_ ondroce I know that I ohall - find there enough of 
Ledy W' s . corroopondence arrl so on to write a satisfactory 
straicrht biography, which is who.t I should like to do. So 
the book will have to be a to.le drawn about John and Fronecs 
and based upon the facts I ' ve been able to fir,! . 

5inceroly, 
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