
ffORD, M.D., 
_ ST REET, 

E N , CON N . 

Dr. A. Stanley McKenzie~ 

Dalhousie Uni,rersity, 

Halifax, N. s. 
lly dear Dr. McKenzie: 

In a collection of b irds at Dalhousie University 

are a pair of Labrador Ducks. The directors of the University have, 

as you kno~, refused several offers for these birds, hesitating, I 

have been given to understand, more because of sentiment for t h e donor 

of the collection than on account of their own wish. It has occurred 

to me that, in view of the conditions brought about by th~ :European 

war, an offer at the present time might be acce~ptable and that if the 

donor or his heirs could be consulted they vrnuld feel that the mone,y,· 

the University could realize from a. specimen of this bird could be 

used to unusual advantage at the present time. There is little chance 

of a specimen of this bird increasing much in value for it has bee?1Il 

extinct for a number· of years, and of the forty-two known specimens,, 

all but four are in museum collections. It is a well known museum 

fact that, eTen preserved in tight glass cases, museum specimens of· 

stuffed birds seld~m last over seventy or eighty years, so there is at 

'least always the chance of these things becoming less,, instead of more, 

valuable. Would you be inclined to advise the acceptance of an offer 

of $;·,ooo for the male·_ bird in the collection'?' 

Very sincerely yours, 

;/Jal/ ~ vvv/ t, ) 
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_ • LEO~'RD C. SANFORD, M,D,, 
347 TEMPLE STREET, ... 

NEW HAVEN , CONN. 

Dr. A. Stanley WiacKenzie• 

Dalhousie University, 

Hali fax, N. S. 

My dear Dr. UacKenz ie: 

}larch 25, l ·jl6. 

I want to thank you for your reply to my letter 

of March 15. While I realize that the board of governors of the Uni-

versity may, in all liklihood, decline to consider my offer for the 

specimen of the male Labrador Duck, I feel that in considering this 

matter·,, you and the other members of the board of governors might want 

to know what disposition would be made of this bird in event of its 

passing out of your hands. l have long since felt that in the case of 

natural history specimens of extraordinary value, their owners, be they 

instit utions or individuals, should feel responsible for their being 

kept in good condition for as long a time as possible for the benefit 

of posterity. I am convinced, and I think anyone of experience will 

agree, that the best fireproof buildings are really the only place for 

these specimens. If it passed into my possession it wmld become 

part of my collection in the American Muse um of Natural History in 

New York, a collection which will eventually become the property of 

that institution. It would never pa.ss from the hands of this insti-

tution and it would, unquestionably, last longer with the care it 

would receive there than it would elsewhere. Its history would be 

a very important part of its presence in the .A.merica.n Museum a.nd it 

would here probably perpetuate the name of its original owner and of its 

relationship with Dalhousi e l onger than i t would in Dalhousie. - rt would 

alao, in the American Museum, be available to a far greater number of 



•-~ONARD C. SANFORD, M.D., 
347 TEMPLE STREET, 

• NEW HAVEN , CONN. 

students of natural history than it wo uld be in Halifax. When I 

examined the s pecimen a number of years a.go, the case was kept in a. 

safe deposit during the Tucation and in a building easily susceptible 

to fire all the year round. No less than three well known s pecimens 

of t h is bird have been destroyed by fire in the past forty years and 

insurance is a poor consolation. 

Th is letter calls for no re pl :r but I hope it may serve as a re-

minder to the gentlemen on your b oa.rd of governors,if they hesitate 

about acce pting my offer, that they cannot too carefull;'I care for the 

rare things in their col]ection. 

Yours very sincerely, 



LEONARD C. SANFORD, M. D., 
347 TEMPLE STREET, 

NEW HAVEN , CONN. 

Dr. A. Stanley Ha.cKenz ie, 

Office of the President , 

May 15;, 1916 . 

Dalhousie University , 

Ha.lifa.x , Nova Scotia . 

My dear Dr . MacKenzie~ 

Have the boa.rd of governors of the University 

of Dalhousie come to any conclusion as to whether they ·would accept an 

offer fo~ the specimen of the Labrador Duck in the ir possession? 

Yours sincerely , 



Leona i c. Sanford~ . • D., 

047 Te,m~l e Street, 

May 17, 1916. 

N e w n a v c n, Conn. 

Dear Sir: 

In the absence of ~resident 

;;hiken ::: i e, I beg to :.clmO\•;ledge receipt of your 

letter of t he 15th inst •• which \Vil l be placed 

before him i wnediatel:r on his return. in about 

ton da7l,, t lJ,10. 

3ecretnr:.r to the .'resident. 



Dr. Leon~rd ~. Sa~foro, 

Dear £ ir: 

Z47 Templ e St r ec v• 

N e w Haven, Conn. 

I have only today b.__en nb l o to t ako •tp f i nally with 

t he Co: #nittec of the Bo:::.rd cf Govcl"nors of t he lnive oity to whom t h is 

1nat t _r- ·;:a ,. dcla ';:lted, t he , uesti on of di snos i ng of t he Labrador D:.i.cks 

in t 1e YcCulloch co lect ion here. In t ho meantime one of our 

mtnber h'l s been in C0!lsult3.tlon ·.vith t he mer.1bor s of t he UcCulloch f mnily 

fr ' ·o •.hem t 1 e ·,rni7ers t t y r r: c e i ved t 1i s col l ec tion. 

':'!le :-os-:ilt of o:ir c1i cc·.rns ion of t he matter is 

th:-: t i t see:ns i"!lpo:?.s i b l e fer un to "'la!'t ·•i t h t he o..rnersh ip of t he se 

::rpsc i mens for v1.rious re0sons , t he detail ri of ,.hich I need not go 

i n to . .~t t he sn~e ti~e 'YO .,.e ~·t:l.te conv in~ed of t he facts .1:-~1ch 

you st!.r..t e in your l e tter co!:lJorn i w~ the d iff icc1l t y of pr ,_ servi:1g a 

·,al:1:1.ble s '.)CCimen of this k i nd, a;:1d t he d::1ni;er to '7hich t hey are 

always exnosed du e to fire :::.,,cl t he i gnor3'1Ce of t h ose who mi."'.ht be 

:'.l?'O 1 -:-it i cont n.c t with t hem. '' e ".-lave a t , r e sent no proper 

mnseu.-rn f or the ca re of s:ich valua'!:>le S"Jec i mens . .'e a!"e at t he 



r.. c. s. 2. 

present time "'10ving i;radually frcm t he olJ '3ite to a new one farther from 

the centre of t he city, and so._ of our new bu ildinP,S have been erected on 

t h is s i te , but the ,1nr 1:ias. ~or the time being, pP.t :m end to cur activity 

in this direction , and the buil -1ing in \?h : ch ,ve hoped to have a ccommodation 

fora modern museum is not yet ·n si ght . It is possible that in 

the meantime the university wo l d b e uil lin!s to have these specimens put 

jn t 1:c cc.re of some musenm ··1'!lere t hey c o1 1:'._c. be uced b;,' interested s t udents 

and receive 9roper inspect ion and attention._ I t might be that if t he 

Amer i can :Juse.m1 -of Natuml History ,·;ould 1.1is•1 t o h< ve t r1Ls e birds for the 

p'=r iod of a few yea~·s, and woul d guarantee their saf e pt::.ssa,--;o f rom here 

t o the rrnseum ~-d b::ck a~ain -.1hel1 -.,e are ready t o h cusc them pr operl y, , e 

wo-,1ld co'1c:;ide1• t h?. :n:it-ier t, Uite seriously. 

I may ad'l that these s uecimens of t _:e Labrador Duck have 

a s eec i a l i nte:est on acc o•lnt of t h e fact that tho original o:mer -,vas t i-. e 

first ?resident of the :Jnivc: sity, ['.,r,d his son, who dono.ted t}wri to us ., 

•,::,.s a me -:iber of the 3oard of :}ove ~nors~ and that the dau~"l-:l ters of t he 

lc.ttor are alive and lnte ested in the Uni vor sit~v and in seeing t hese 

snccimens . which be on"'c to t ir Rra·1dfather , retained in their vicinity 

and hands of t he Uni vers i t ;,r i7i t h which t hey were all connected. I 

do not know also -,1hether er not yo,.i. are :J.\'/a:re of t he fact t llat t hese 

are t .. e very birds Aildobon used in making h is f olio p l ates. 

I rcma.in , 

Sincerely you~s , 

,,, 
.AS' /c . President . 



OFFICE O F 
TH I: P l~E.'illJl:NT 

TttE A MERICAN MusEUM OF NATURAL I IisTORY 
NEW YORK 

My dea1· Sil·: 

June the twe n ty-s econd 
Ni neteen hund1·ed eixteen 

I 1·ecently htid a C'all f 1·om Dr . T_,e •'.)nard C . 

( 

Sanford of New Have n , Connecticu t , who , with Mr . 
Brewster, has charge of the i mportant collection 
of rce· bil·ds that ire b e ing mc:td e :fo1· the Ame1·ican 
Murce um of Natural IIifc'to1·y, to b e k nown ae the 
Brewster-Sa nford Collection of Birds , He aleo 
kindly sub mi t-ted to me you1· very com:teous letter 
of May th il·tieth , in whi ch you obf:'e1-ve : " It mi ght 
be that if the Amer i can Muf:'eum of Natural HiPto1·y 
would wish to have thef:'e birds :for the period of 
a few yeare , and wo uld gua1·ante e their Pa:fe pas-
s age :f1·om her e to the museum a.nd back again whe n 
we &Te re a.dy to houf:'e them prope1·ly, we would 
consider the matter quite serious ly, " 

In connection with this tentative offer , Dr , 
Sanford , who is kee n l y interested i n the care of 
theee types , made the :following sugge E'tion and of-
fer : That the ca.s e containing the 'Jabrado1· Ducks 
be brought to the American MuBeu rn by a epeci a. l 
mesf:'e ng e1·, at the exp ense of D1·, Sanford , who 
wou l d also b ear the Co£t of i nE'ura n ce in tran£it 
and 6:f inf:'u:t·an ce while in the American Mu seum ; 

hat a photograph of the case be take n be:fo1·e 
leaving i tE' preeent location i n Dalhousie , a.nd 
that the caee be placed o n exh ibition at the 

) 

?reside n t A. Stanle y MacKe nzie , 
Dalhou sie Un ivereity , 

FOR THt: PEO PI. F. 
FOR EDUCATION 

FORSCIEN C: E 



-

Ame:r-ican Mu£< e um among the Brevrnte:r.·-San:f0:!:d Co l l ection 
of Birds , after being thoroughly di£< inf ected and s ealed , 
Thi£< i£< with the undel'£<tand i ng that a g ua:r.·an tee b e 
given a£' to the £<afe :r.·etu:r.·n of the case to the Dal-
hou£<i e University afte r a period of years , 

Docto:r.- San:fo:r.·d is we l l aware of the f act that 
these a.1:e the bi:r.·ds whi c h Audubon us e d i n ma k ing h is 
plates, s .. nd he p :r.·'.)p0ses to have on e of t hese plate s 
exhibited in t he cas e con taining t he bil:ds, 

On b ehalf of the T:r.·ustees of t he Ame:r·ican Mus e um 
0f i'Tatu:r.·al Histo:r.·y, of' the Scie ntif ic Sta.ff a nd of the 
public which visits t his Mus e um, I told Docto:r.- Sanf'o:r.-d 
that we would b e qui te wi lling to a ccept his offer in 
case we r e a cped an a g r eemen t wi th the Board of Gove :r.·nors 
of Dalhous ie University al0ng the lines indicated in 
y0ur cou:r.-te ous l ett e r of May thi:r.·ti eth . 

Believe me , with cordial :r·egards , 



M ACLEAN . PATON . BuRcH E: LL & RALSTON 

BA R R I STERS,SOUC ITORS, B.C. 

A . K . MACL E AN , K .C . 
V . J . PATON , K . C . 

C . .J . BURC HE LL , K . C . 
.J . L .RA L STON , K . C . 

Dr . A. S. McKenzie , 

Dear Sil:' :-

Dalho11s ie College , 

Halifax, N. S . 

CA6LE: ADORESS ,.MACBUR:RAL " 

CHRONICLE BUILDING 

HAL I FAX,NOVA SCOTIA 

August 11th , 1916 

I fol'.'got to get f r om you today the corl'.'espondmce 

with regard to the Latl'.'ador Ducks . I want to incorporate 

memorandum of the ag reement in the rnin,·tes sot hat we can have 

a record of it . 

Yo,·r s fai -thfully , 

J . 



UlQ~ 

Angu.st 14 1916. 

,'\1:r. C. J . Burchc 11, 

Chron1cle u1ld1n~, 

C 1 t Y-• 

Dear Barchell, 

:'::ncl osed 1 s "tho correc1)0ndence ·::i th 

_. yr_. _·_·a_n_f_or_d_ a_b_o_!l_t _d_u._c_k_s_. --.. Please return ~hcsc 

~: - letters for my files. 

Sincerely yours, 

Pres id o n t . 

04_ 

~y 
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