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MEETING OF' MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE GROUP OF 77
DRAFT DECLARATION

The M in is te rs  o f  F oreign  A ffa ir s  o f  th e  Member S ta te s  o f th e  Group o f  
77 met on 29 Septem ber 1977, a t  U nited  N ations H eadquarters in  New York, 
and is su e d  th e  fo llo w in g  d e c la r a t io n : -

We, th e  M in is te rs  o f  F ore ign  A f fa ir s ,

1 . Note w ith  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h a t  s in ce  i t s  in c e p tio n , th e  Group o f  77 has 
worked w ith  v ig o u r and d e te rm in a tio n  fo r  th e  developm ent o f  developing  
c o u n tr ie s  and tow ards an e q u ita b le  and j u s t  in te rn a t io n a l  economic o rd e r 
th rough  th e  r e s t r u c tu r in g  o f  in te r n a t io n a l  economic r e l a t io n s .  The 
D e c la ra tio n  and Programme o f  A ction on th e  E stab lishm en t o f  a  New 
In te r n a t io n a l  Economic O rder, and th e  C h a rte r  o f  . Economic R ig h ts  and 
D u tie s  o f  S ta te s  marked tu rn in g  p o in ts  In  th e  p u r s u i t  o f  t h i s  o b je c tiv e .

2 . Note w ith  p a r t i c u la r  s a t i s f a c t i o n  th a t  th e  p o s i t iv e  r e s u l t s  so f a r  
ach ieved  by th e  Group o f  77 have been p r im a r ily  due to  i t s  u n i ty  and 
s o l i d a r i t y .  The members o f  th e  Group o f 77 reco g n ize  th a t ,  n o tw ith stan d in g  
th e  d iv e r s i ty  o f  i n t e r e s t s  i n  th e  Qroup a r i s in g  p r im a r ily  from th e  d i f f e r e n t  
l e v e l s  o f  economic and s o c ia l  developm ent, i t s  s t re n g th  l i e s  in  i t s  p o l i t ic a l ,  
u n ity  which r e s u l t s  from common a s p ir a t io n s  and purpose and i t s  id e n t i ty  o f  
fundam ental i n t e r e s t s .  We, th e re fo re , do solem nly r e a f f i rm  our commitment to  m ain ta in , 
s tre n g th e n  and f u r th e r  develop ou r u n ity  and s o l i d a r i t y .

3. Note th a t  in te r n a t io n a l  economic r e l a t io n s  co n tin u e  to  s u f f e r  from th e  
consequences o f  an in e q u ita b le  and u n ju s t economic system  and la c k  o f  r e a l
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p ro g re ss  tow ards th e  r e s t r u c tu r in g  o f  in te r n a t io n a l  economic r e l a t io n s  
which i s  in d isp e n sa b le  f o r  th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f  th e  New I n te r n a t io n a l  
Economic O rder. *

4. Note w ith  s e r io u s  concern th e  ev e r widening gap between developed and 
develop ing  c o u n tr ie s  and th e  la c k  o f  adequate and r e s o lu te  e f f o r t s  on th e  
p a r t  o f  developed c o u n tr ie s  to  r e v e rs e  t h i s  tre n d . To m ention on ly  a  few 
a re a s , no c o n c re te  a c t io n  has been tak en  to  meet th e  j u s t  demands o f  th e  
develop ing  c o u n tr ie s  to  improve t h e i r  term s o f  tr a d e ;  i n f l a t i o n  g e n e ra ted  
in  developed c o u n tr ie s  has, th rough in te r n a t io n a l  tr a d e  and th e  in te r n a t io n a l  
m onetary system , produced u n iv e rs a l  n e g a tiv e  e f f e c t s  w ith  d i s r u p t iv e  consequences 
on th e  economies and developm ent o f  th e  developing  c o u n tr ie s ;  no e f f e c t iv e
o r  se r io u s  s o lu t io n s  have been forthcom ing concern ing  th e  problem s o f
com m odities, d e b t, b a lan ce  o f  paym ents, p ro te c t io n  o f  th e  p u rch asin g  power
o f  th e  develop ing  c o u n tr ie s , t r a d e ,  t r a n s f e r  o f  techno logy , in c r e a s e  in
th e  flow  o f  r e a l  re so u rc e s , and access  to  c a p i ta l  m arke ts . - The renewed
tre n d  tow ards p ro te c tio n ism  in  th e  developed c o u n tr ie s  i s  a cause o f  deep
concern because  o f  i t s  n e g a tiv e  im pact on th e  ex p o rt e a rn in g s  o f  develop ing
c o u n tr ie s ,o n  t h e i r  term s o f  t r a d e ,  employment p o l i c ie s  and developm ent e f f o r t s .
T h is  la c k  o f  r e a l  p ro g re ss  and th e  u n w illin g n ess  on th e  p a r t  o f  developed c o u n tr ie s  to
s e r io u s ly  commit them selves to  so lv in g  th e se  and o th e r  p re s s in g  problem s was
c le a r ly  dem onstra ted  in  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  CIEC.. (C onference on I n te r n a t io n a lEconomic C ooperation)
5. R eaffirm  our s tro n g  b e l i e f  t h a t  u rg e n t, more v ig o ro u s and c o n c re te  s te p s  
and a c t io n s  s t i l l  rem ain to  be ta k e n , c o l l e c t iv e ly  and in d iv id u a l ly ,  by a l l  th e  
members o f  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  community to  end w ith o u t d e lay  c o lo n ia lism ,
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im p e ria lism , n e o -c o lo n ia lism , a p a r th ie d . r a c i a l  d is c r im in a t io n  and a l l  forms 
o f  fo re ig n  ag g re ss io n  and occu p a tio n , which c o n s t i tu te  m ajor o b s ta c le s  to  th e  
economic em ancipation  o f  th e  develop ing  c o u n tr ie s  as  a  whole. We s t r e s s  th a t  i t  
i s  th e  du ty  o f  a l l  S ta te s  to  e f f e c t iv e ly  su p p o rt and extend a s s is ta n c e  to  th e  
c o u n tr ie s ,  t e r r i t o r i e s  and peo p les su b je c te d  to ,  and a f fe c te d  by , th e se  p r a c t ic e s  
so as  to  r e s to r e  t h e i r  n a t io n a l  so v e re ig n ty , t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i a l  in te g r i ty ,  and 
a l l  o th e r  in a l ie n a b le  and fundam ental n a t io n a l  r i g h t s ,  in c lu d in g  th e  r ig h t  to  
s e lf -d e te rm in a t io n  and independence, in  o rd e r  to  enab le  them to  achieve 
independence, and to  prom ote development and in te r n a t io n a l  co o p era tio n , peace 
and s e c u r i ty .  We a ls o  u rge  a l l  c o u n tr ie s  to  r e f r a i n  from p a r t ic ip a t in g  in ,  
encouraging  o r p e rm it t in g , i n  any way, any in vestm en t o r economic a c t i v i t i e s  
aimed a t  t r a d e ,  e x p lo i ta t io n  o f  any re s o u rc e s , o r  in vestm en ts  on economic 
a c t i v i t i e s  in  t e r r i t o r i e s  su b je c t to  th e s e  p r a c t i c e s .  We re a f f irm  f u r th e r  
th e  r i g h t  o f  th e se  c o u n tr ie s  and p eo p les  to  re g a in  f u l l  and e f f e c t iv e  c o n tro l 
o ver t h e i r  n a tu r a l  're so u rc e s  and a l l  o th e r  re s o u rc e s  and economic a c t i v i t i e s  
a s  w ell a s  t h e i r  r i g h t  to  th e  r e s t i t u t i o n  and f u l l  com pensation fo r  th e  
e x p lo i ta t io n ,  lo s s  and d e p le tio n  o f ,  and damage to ,  th e se  re so u rc e s  and 
a c t i v i t i e s .  We r e a f f i rm  th e  in a l ie n a b le  r i g h t  o f develop ing  c o u n tr ie s  to  
f u l l  and perm anent so v e rie g n ty  over t h e i r  n a tu r a l  re so u rce s  and a l l  
economic a c t i v i t i e s ,  in c lu d in g  th e  r i g h t  o f  n a t io n a l iz a t io n  accord ing  to  t h e i r  
n a t io n a l  law s.

6 . R e i te r a te  th e  commitment o f th e  develop ing  c o u n tr ie s  to  condemn, 
r e j e c t  and r e s i s t  a l l  forms o f  th r e a t s  o r c o e rc iv e  and d ic r im in a to ry  
economic p o l i c ie s  and p r a c t i c e s ,  e i th e r  d i r e c t  o r i n d i r e c t  a g a in s t  in d iv id u a l ,  
o r  groups o f , develop ing  c o u n tr ie s  by th e  developed c o u n tr ie s .

7 . C ontinue to  view  w ith  deep concern th e  n e g a tiv e  a sp e c ts  o f  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  
o f  t r a n s n a t io n a l  c o rp o ra t io n s , in c lu d in g  t h e i r  c o rru p t p r a c t i c e s ,  in  
deve lop ing  c o u n tr ie s  and in  p a r t i c u la r  t h e i r  c o lla b o ra tio n  w ith  i l l e g a l  
m in o r ity , r a c i s t  and a p a r th e id  reg im es.
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8. In  view  o f  th e  fo reg o in g , r e a m ™  th e  commitment o f  th e  Group o f  TT to
c o n tin u e  v ig o ro u s ly  th e  s t ru g g le  fo r  th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f  th e  New In te rn a t io n a l  
Economic O rder.

9 . B nphasize th a t  th e  r e s t r u c tu r in g  o f  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  economic system and 
th e  a c c e le ra t io n  and s u s ta in e d  developm ent o f  th e  develop ing  c o u n tr ie s  a re  
in  th e  i n t e r e s t  o f  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  community and a re  e s s e n t i a l  to  th e  con tinued  
p r o s p e r i ty  o f  th e  economies o f  th e  developed c o u n tr ie s . However, d e s p i te  th e  
re c o g n it io n  by th e  in te r n a t io n a l  community o f  th e  need f o r  th e  New In te r n a t io n a l  
Economic O rder, very  few c o n c re te  m easures have been agreed upon by th e  developed
c o u n tr ie s  fo r  i t s  e s ta b lish m e n t. So f a r  th e s e  m easures have been ft-agnented and 
l im ite d  in  scope. The developed c o u n tr ie s  b e a r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  w ith
re g a rd  to  th e  a tta in m e n t o f  t h i s  g o a l. The developed c o u n tr ie s  must dem onstra te  
th e  n e ce ssa ry  p o l i t i c a l  w i l l  in  t h i s  re g a rd .

10. B e liev e  th a t  th e  o b je c t iv e  o f  th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f  th e  New I n te r n a t io n a l  
Economic Order should be  g en u in e ly  sh ared  by a l l  coxm tries and concerned e f f o r t s  
f o r  i t s  achievem ent should  be  und ertaken  th rough co o p e ra tio n  between developed and 
develop ing  c o u n tr ie s , keep ing  in  view  th e  in te rdependence  o f  t h e i r  economies, and 
on th e  b a s is  o f  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  e q u ity  and so verig n  e q u a l i ty .

11 . Urge th e  developed c o u n tr ie s  to  pay s p e c ia l  and u rg e n t a t t e n t io n  to  th e  
p a r t i c u l a r  and p re ss in g  needs and req u irem en ts  o f  th e  le a s t-d e v e lo p e d , la n d -lo c k e d , 
m ost s e r io u s ly  a f f e c te d  and is la n d  develop ing  c o u n tr ie s , and to  implement w ith in  
s p e c i f i c  tim e-fram es th e  s p e c ia l  m easures and d e c is io n s  adopted  in  t h e i r  fav o u r by 
th e  o rg an s , o rg a n iz a tio n s  and o th e r  b o d ie s  o f  th e  U nited N ations system .
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12. Emphasize t h a t  w hatever p ro g re ss  h as been achieved  tow ards th e  e s ta b lish m e n t 
o f  th e  New I n te r n a t io n a l  Economic Order has p r im a r ily  been due to  th e  e f f o r t s
o f  th e  develop ing  c o u n tr ie s  th em se lves. The develop ing  c o u n tr ie s  w il l  co n tin u e  
to  make c o n tr ib u tio n s  tow ards ach iev in g  t h i s  end by prom oting t h e i r  in d iv id u a l 
and c o l l e c t iv e  s e l f - r e l i a n c e  th rough economic and te c h n ic a l  co o p e ra tio n  among 
th em se lves and a c o l l e c t iv e  approach to  m a tte rs  o f  common i n t e r e s t .

13 . B e liev e  th a t  th e  f u l l  and e f f e c t iv e  p a r t i c ip a t io n  o f  th e  develop ing  c o u n tr ie s  
in  th e  d e c is io n  making p ro c ess  in  th e  o rg an s, o rg a n iz a tio n s  and o th e r  b od ies o f
th e  U nited  N ations system , on a l l  q u e s tio n s  o f  i n t e r e s t  to  developing c o u n tr ie s , 

whevever th ey  may be d isc u sse d , i s  o f  c ru c ia l  im portance f o r  th e  achievem ent o f 
c o n c re te  and p o s i t iv e  r e s u l t s  f o r  th e  prom otion o f  in te r n a t io n a l  co o p era tio n  fo r  
th e  developm ent o f  develop ing  c o u n tr ie s .

l*i. R eaffirm  th e  u rg e n t need fo r  th e  r e s t r u c tu r in g
o f  th e  economic and s o c ia l  s e c to r s  o f  th e  U nited  N ations system  so as to  make 
i t  more e f f e c t iv e  and re sp o n s iv e  to  th e  req u irem en ts  fo r  th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f th e  
New I n te r n a t io n a l  Economic O rder, and in  t h a t  c o n te x t, r e i t e r a t e  th e  p ro p o sa ls  
su b m itted  by th e  Group o f  77 to  th e  Ad Hoc Committee fo r  th e  R e s tru c tu r in g  o f 
th e  U n ited  N ations system  / in c lu d in g  th e  p ro p o sa l fo r  th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f  a 
p o s t  o f  D ire c to r-G e n e ra l f o r  Development and I n te r n a t io n a l  Economic C ooperation7 ,

15 . S tr e s s  th e  need th a t  a l l  n e g o tia t io n s  o f  a  g lo b a l n a tu re  r e l a t in g  to  th e  
e s ta b lish m e n t o f th e  New I n te r n a t io n a l  Economic Order ta k e  p la c e  w ith in  th e  
framework o f  th e  U nited N atio ns system , which i s  th e  only  a p p ro p r ia te  and f u l l y  
r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  forum f o r  th e se  n e g o t ia t io n s .
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16. C onsider t h a t  a t  th e  c u r re n t  se ss io n  o f th e  G eneral Assembly, 
a l l  Member S ta te s  o f  th e  U nited  N ations shou ld , vhen d e a lin g  w ith  economic 
i s s u e s ,  c o n c e n tra te  t h e i r  a t te n t io n  on n e g o t ia t io n s  tow ards th e  e s tab lish m en t 
o f  th e  New I n te r n a t io n a l  Economic O rder. In  th a t  c o n te x t th e  G eneral 
Assembly should  p ro v id e  g u id e lin e s  fo r  th e  conduct o f  n e g o tia t io n s  in  th e  
a p p ro p r ia te  b o d ie s  w ith in  th e  U nited  N ations system , w ith  a  view  to  reach in g  
c o n c re te  and p o s i t i v e  r e s u l t s  w ith in  s p e c i f ic  tim e-fram es. Any o u ts ta n d in g  
problem s encountered  in  such n e g o t ia t io n s  should be r e f e r r e d  back to  th e  
G enera l Assembly f o r  rev iew  and p o s s ib le  so lu tio n .

17 . C a ll fo r  th e  convening o f  a  s p e c ia l  se s s io n  o f  th e  G eneral Assembly a t  
th e  m in is te r i a l  l e v e l  by e a r ly  1980 a t  th e  l a t e s t  in  o rd e r  to  a s s e s s  th e  
p ro g re ss  made in  th e  v a r io u s  fo ru m s.o f th e  U nited N ations system in  th e  
e s ta b lish m e n t o f  th e  New I n te r n a t io n a l  Economic Order and in  th e  l i g h t  o f  t h a t  
assessm ent to  ta k e  a p p ro p r ia te  a c t io n  f o r  f u r th e r  prom otion o f  th e  developm ent 
o f  develop ing  c o u n tr ie s  and in te r n a t io n a l  economic co o p e ra tio n  in c lu d in g  th e  
ad o p tio n  o f  th e  New I n te r n a t io n a l  Development S tra te g y .

18 . /C o n s id e r  t h a t  t h i s  m eeting was u s e fu l  and su c c e s s fu l and express th e  
d e s ir e  th a t  such m eetings should become a r e g u la r  p r a c t i c e  o f  th e  Group o f  77 
in  th e  fu tu re^"7*

* T h is  pa rag rap h  i s  subm itted  fo r  an .a p p ro rp ia te  d e c is io n  by th e  
Group o f  77 a t  th e  am bassado ria l l e v e l .


