
'l"hi .s is not the first time I have ds-ited your i' mous 
Academt , and the beautiful of Pict on. Many t i mes I have welked here, 
and many times mounted t'ile steep hei ght wh i ch leads to your School . I ruive 
wondered more t han once whet her your founder d i d not oft en quote t o h imself 
t he line of an ol d, poet , "Steep i s the pe.th to vi r t ue'•, as he to ok his way, 
of a morning, to meet h i s cl s ses . That is a l ong t ime since , and i n that 
i nterval t he name, 1Pictou Ac.ademy• , ha s gone round the world, as a nurse of 
:t:'a.mous men,. and valiant spi r i ts . :Bu t . you ha ve many t i mes he rd your history , 
and i t would i ll become me , who run still a s tral'.lg e:r i n your mi ds t , to spoi l the 
tale i n t el l i ng it . 

You seem all very gay he-re to-day. The l ast t i me I 
came i t was different . Your r i nc i pal and your ma.sters welcomed me , a s the7 
have done t o-day , but ther e was a heev:iness i n the air , and indeed I ha.d. n.o 
sooner opened t he door t han 1 noticed t : e sul hurous smell whi ch goes wi t h t hunder-
storms a nd exami.n&tions . As t he sun was sh i ni ng out s i de I knew i t mu.s t be 
examinat i ons . lt ' s an i nstitution which seems very popular i n this par t of 
the wor ld, and as I can• t find a teacher who h~ mo.oh to say for it , I beg in 
to t h i nk it is somethi ng l i ke a notorious and much adve r t ised drug , and that 
ch i l dren cry f or i t . 

1,ow l have no dou.bt t hat you all pa.ss your exami nat i ons -
i ndeed that b i n the record, - bu.t what else do you. do ? Wh.st 1.s your i nt er est 
1n l ife? Is i t j u.s t to know so maey hundred pages of Hall and Knight so well 
t hat you can get 78 marks on an exalllination i n it? Th.e t wo~ld be a dull 
ambition . :Bu.t i t ia not dull to be f ~scinated by algebra or trigonometr y . 
Many a. g enius has t aken fire over t hat. ;l1he q e s t ion is have you learned to 



take fire over ariyth i~~ , anything that matters? her e was a great man among 
you once whose enthusfosm kindled over the stones he se.w around him, in thi 
district, tmd :Wil. the wonders o:f a by0 one nature t hEi t h e fo md i n your coal pits . 
They stirred h i m, >roi ght his min t o ,,.ctive 1 ife, wakened h is soul . Are you 
like tnd ? Cr are you p erhaps littl e like other so-called student s in these 
days, caught nd g ro1 nd in the d ismal treadmill of rout1ner , so . 'I'.Y cl sses, so 
many oub jects, o nw.ny ex minat i ons, s o many mars. I f you are, for Heaven's sake 
sit back for a moment nd laugh t yourselves . You will 'then want to kick the 
mac ine to pieces an s t~;r1, ov r • ,ia i n , as masters of yo selves and of your destiny. 

!ow, 1 on' t mean per a s j u t whs.t you thin.le I mean . I 
don't know hov.1 exami a't i on and s.ome f tl e ot r dull er t1.:. gs of life e n be 
aboli shed. I tloned Alge r e r:n ,ment go . of set p urpose . 'l'he r i s some-
thing ~after al 1 , li t·hl e dull about mastering the 5 i no, i a l eorern . lhere is 
something dull abo ut m- stering the l, ti 1 verb. Thar is someth i ng dull hout 
acqui r i .;,. t he nomenclature of :.Sotan • In fa.ct t J· er e is & goo deal tho is 
ainful and dis .gr ee bl e connect ed with edu.eit ion. If it were not so there woul 

not bes m ny words such a s traini ng, {iiscipline , thinki ng, use in connection 
with it . .i.11 theee wor ds have a. d istinctly unplea t tinge. But after all the. 
are not so unpleasant a t.b e qua.lit ies wh ich a. pear i n their absence . We say 
that a person who is untrnine ' is awkw r , booris , g uehe. fe believe thut a 
lack of discipline means a loss in chi:. r acter, ruid. e call a man who cannot think a 
foo l . An aea i n, none of the dull er t a s of Life are quite so dull es t11e -make-
shifts an substitutes which mis."' ded frien s of ou h offer i n the ir pl ace . 



I suppose you. have ell seen th t s eries of books which began with a text called 
''German withou t ,cars" and went on to the 11 Dea.d a guer3es revived" , and m1:at he , ties 
with no i ne.rl s'" , and which eulmi m,ted in the masterpiece 11Hcw to tell t he :Birds i'rom 
the Flowerst• , The men a nd women of my '$en er a t1on he.ve ll!Dd.e all the dull t hi ngs 
duller in an attempt to reake t hem too easy . JSy trying to take out t h.e difficul-
ties we have robbed t hem of any inter est. We have mtide the supreme mistake or 
insulting y our i ntelligence. You. are a t last beginning to t a.ke your revenge 
by using your intelligence, {and you hD ve plenty of i ntelligence, Jt1st as much a s 
we h8ve certainly,) on other t hings t han the thi gs we talk abou t i n sehool. You 
know all a'bout Hollywood., and the streamlines of e.uto.m.obiles, and the speed of aero-
pl anes, - of which ·e knew nothing at your age. We have told you that you ought 
not to b,u-den your me ries , i n learning the vocabul a r y or foreign l anguages , and 
so you memorise .Ameriofi!l baseball scores , aml te ephone nurabers , a nd. a thousand other 
things. ,Ju.st as puppies have tee.th, so y ou. have this divine foc ul ty of memory, 
and you mus t use i t , ."'ne,.·ing something . We scold you and tell you all ,ve knew 
at your age , ,n1-d. i n your hearts you are amused at us, and bel ieve t hat your little 
fi~ers a re t h icker than our t h ighs. 

1 it g oes on 1 ike th.is it wi l end in tragedy. It's 
e. sad., wror' world when par~nts canno t understand their children; wh en teachers 
ee.nnot understs nd their pupils; \fhen youth and age cann-0t be friends. :But I 
have hopes t hct it will not e:nd so . ·por some time we have been l aughing at one-
. nother; 1 see signs that we ?. re at l ast begi nning to l augh at ou.rael'ves . ; either 
of us are qui e in the right. V'i'e are talking at cross purposes. You are living 
to o mu.ch i n the present.. We are livirig too much in the past . :But t h ey are 
linked. to€ether . You mu.st read more hi s tory . and live i maginatively 1n the past . 
And we. who are gray, must r ead Shelley agai n, an all the you.r.ig rebel s , end try t o 



live imag i na t ively i n the fut.ure. 
V 

11..ay I now say a word t o you older PietojJians? C~e of 
t he t h i ngs th.at ha s pleased me mos t since 1 arrived i n t his prov ince is the willing-
ness of al 1 men and. women to g her t ogether a nd t alk about school s . ny do we 
have schoo l s ? Many ,: nswers might be g iven, But th deep, underlying reason is 
tha t ci vi1 iza tion me.\JY continue . we , who a.re older, wan t to pas s on t he torch to 
the oncomin men and women. Don 't .be alarmed, t herefore . when you y,o:,a heur that 
educa tion is not u04to- date, t hat it is merely traditional . It is true that those 
who come after us must f ace the world for themselves . It is true th.st they will 
meet a somewhHt different world than we met at their age . And yet the kindest 
t h i n{{ we can do for t hem is to rovide th em s. little leisure f or t h ink ing over some 
of t he gr eet th i ngs of t he ps st, the mathemat ics nnd science of t he Greeks, the lturs 
s.nd institutions of t heir British forefathers, t he music of t he , ermans ; the li tera-
ture of many :Europeans~, - in short the rich accumul ated depoai t of mank ind. 
we carinot spell the fu t ure for ~u.r ch il 1 ren, we cannot sol ve t beir problems f or t hem, 
but we believe t hat we can he1 p1 .. hem, by schooling t hem in our experience. 

The f uture of edu.cat ion i n lfova Scotia seems to me to look 
brigh t . I have r -eferred to the wi ll ir neas of a ll cl as ses and a ll ages to cooperate 
in discus s i ng the ques tion , I have been about in your prov i ncial schools . I 
f ind t hat al l t he teachers t h i nk t hey hv. ve a friend i n the ~uperir1t ende11t o.f Education, 
Dr . S:enry Munro, whom all of you her e rememb er, aa an old :Pictou .A ct,~demy boy, and 
Pictou J1cademy t eacher. T-he Univer s i ties of the P-rov ince , after many years of dis-
sension e.nd. rnisunderstandiw-", are cooperati.ng as never before . There seems to be 
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a general recognition of the need of raising educat ional standards, of securing 
better and better teachers in the schools , e.nd of giving the brighter spirits 

e,mong our boys a.nd ~irls a brighter opportunity. The great curse which lies 

on the schools and colleges of NoTth America is thet a boy and a. girl who eould 

clo all the set tasks in two yea.rs is oblig ed to linger orer them three or four • 

. orth America for the last f ifty years he.s wasted the lives cf the stu.dents who 

t11.atter. 2500 years ago the greatest of 811 teac11ers laid it down that a boy 

who could do mathematics coul d do tho qu_iekly and easily , and that a boy who 

coul d do Mathematics eoul d. do anything. A few months ago I talked with a 

school mistre ss i n ?lova cotia. -who sai d the same t h ing , i n almo s t this language . 

I asked whether she was awar e th~t ahe •as quoting 'Plato . She smiled , and 

aaid: "No , I never t"ead Pl ato , but I lear ned th£! t e,fter 20 years of t ea ch i ng 0 • 

He.pp1 t he province where people can arrive at Plato's doctrine, out of t h e i r 

own experience . 

P~c.. r ov 
ila.l 1-fax, N. S. 

June 20 , 1932 . 
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