
B. N. Holtham, Q. c., 
P. O. Box 2J, 
Sherbrooke, P . Q. 

Dear Mr. Holtham, 

llepternber 28, 1964. 

It was very kind ot you to write , and l 'm 
glad you have enjoyed my books. 

Tho exact origin and ultimate fate of Prince Edva1-d ' s mistress, 
Julie Saint Laurent, haw always been a mystery. Eh[:li sh author 
Roger 1-Ulford , 1n his carefully researched book "The Royal Mesr , 
came to the conclusion that Julie was a French-Canadian, although 
there was no proof. Her tirst detinite appearance in his l ite 
was in his first :,ear at Quobec , and the only authentic lettez-s 
or hers , written in subsequent years, show that her deepest 
and 1tost atfecti.Cl'late ties were with French-Canadian peopl e , 
notably the De Sal.abereys, 

Edward ' s infatuation for her was deep and long lasting; he nenr 
made a secret of the tact that sM was his a iatross:; indeed he 
compelled everybody to accept her. ll she b'-Ci borne him a child 
he would have acknowledged it with gus·to, as hia rollicking 
brothers acknowledged their own nwnerous offspring by ladies 
not their wives. When at last he was crupalled to part with 
Julie. he bar:ed his heart to CreeTey the diarist. pointing out 
that a decent\r>roviaion must be made for her (including servants 
and a carriagG) azxl adding proud!¥, " I am the firs t and only 
person who ever liftd with her . " Hel"e again he would have men-
tioned a chUd or chil,dren, it there were any. He had every 
r e.ason to do s o and none whate,ver tor keeping_ theJ!l secret. 

McKenzie Porter• e book 1s, I fear, largely fiction . He did not 
consult me , although he acknowledged using v,y book "Halifax, 
Warden of The North" , and he made no attempt to consult the 
public archives at Halifax. As f ar as I can see Porter l ifted 
his chapter on the Prince and J.1.ad&1:1.e at Hal.1f'ax entirely from 
my book, transposing it into his own phraseology, and making 
s ome utterl,y wrong deductions and elaborations. 

The myo ter,y that has alwa,ys surrounded El:lward and Julie has led 
varl,ous people to imagine themselves ae 11deacendanta" of the ' 
hapw pair, According to the chis£ arch1-.1st at Hallfax, El:lward 
aud Julie l!IU&t have had at least ten children born 1n Quebec 
and Hali.fax -and the 11at could BO as high as sixteen I -
if all these suppositiooo descendants are to be believad. 



Nearly all ot those peopl e speak ot cysterious doc\UC.ents which 
establish their claims. but whi ch cannot be revealed to the 
public. 

Porter does the same . I have a hunch that hie stoey real.13' goes 
back to a novel written tu the notorious Mary Robinson. who a t 
one t ime was mistres3 of the Prince or Wales. ( He became George 
tho Fourth. ) Ho j ilted hor , and fl'Ol!I that t :l.rno sho had an acid 
hat rei of the royal house. Desperate t or money. she lived for 
years on the Cont inent with various parM!ours, and dashed off 
a nW!1ber ot books and squibs about meMbers of the royal !8llily. 

One ot these was published a t Leipzi g. Germa.n,y. 1n 1797.' under 
the tiUe "Julie St. Laurence". I t was reprinted there in 1812.. 
No copy is known to exist today, even 1n the University ot 
Leipzig and the Briti sh Museum ; Wt thi s is not to say that a 
copy or copies do ndt exist - or tha t one ot the nW!Ierous 
"descendanta 11 did not have access t o the Robinson novel at 
some tir.,e or other . The elaborate de tail giwn by Porter sounds 
very l!W.ch like Mar,y Robins on ' s clever imaginati on aeyhaw. 

The carauission ot George Henry Honk• which "'JCIU saw in a shop. 
is probably authentic , In 1769 John Went worth, 1n addition to 
being govemor of Hew HL'l'l})shire, held the post of Surveyor 
General ot the King' s Woods 1n Arl.e r i ca . The s alary was £800 
a year, out o! which he had to pay four deputies at £100 a 
year. He ri:ade a trip to Nova ·Sco-t.ia 1n HMS "Beaver" , ab9ut that 
time , to l ook at the mast supply there. (See "The Governor ' s 
~ • , foot o!' Pae• 82, ) Honk was bom 1n Boston about 1748 
and came to the new se t U ement ot Halifax as an infant with 
his parents. R1s mother was a relation ot Fr ances Wentworth• 
and he oo.rried a member of the vast Wentworth cl:m; hence. 
probably. the appointnont. Eventual.4 he becar:e a Justice ot 
the Supreme Court 9f Nova Scotia• retired to Mont.real. and 
died thoro 1n 182J. 

Sincerely. 



Hr . B. N. Holtham , Q. c., 
Box 2J. 
Sherbrooke. Qb.ebec . 

Dear Mr. Holtham: 

December 4 1 1964 

1' .. our years ago I had sane correspondence with . 
A.J. Hanna, professor ot American Hiato17 at Rollins Colleee , 
Winter Park, Florida. He had published 1n 19)8 a work on 
the Cooreder ate expatriates entitled FLIGHT I NTO OBLIVION, 
which included a brief account or Captain John Taylor Wood .. 
In 1960 he and his vife were preparing a further work on these 
lines, and he wrote to me enquiring detail of Wood and the 
others who came to Halifax. I haYefl, ' t heard from him since, 
and I dOll •t know 1t or where hie booka can be obtained. If he 
is still at Rollins Colleee you could reach him there. 

J ohn T. Wood ae«l!a to haw been a man of means, despite the 
Cirll War. At Halitax he was a keen yachtsman, one ot the Most 
prominent members of the Royal Non. Scoti.a Iacht Squadron; 
and until his death ho vaa actiw in various Nova Scotia matt.era, 
such as the 'wilding of the Halitu & South Western railwa.y. 

Many .rears ago I had a letter from G. M. Black, who was born 1n 
Halifax 1n 18?5. He wrote, "Grandfather Black. ot Irish descent, 
was living 1n Nev Orleans when the war between the North and South 
started. He fought in the Naay ca, the aide of the South. 'lhe 
f amily got out before the Northerners took Nev Orleans , aJXi 
left Charlaaton on the last blockade runner to Bennuda. Then 
he eettled down 1n Halifax, and otarted the Pl ant Line of 
stear.:iers between Halifax, Quebec and Boston. When the Inter-
colonial Railway came in, it ruined his so he mo~ 
West. n (G. M. Black was a member of the f i r11. of Black & Arm-
atrong, Winnipeg.) 

Commodore Josiah Tatnall waa the man who uttered the f amous 
phrase "blood is thicker than water" vhen (u commander of 
a U. S. Nav gunboat on th.,_,~ 1n the 185() 1a) he c ame to 
the assistance of a 8riU1h gunboat under attack by the Chinese. 

"His Majescy•s Yanlc:ees 11 is out of print at the present t inl1;1 . 
Nons11 can be obtained from The Book Room, 54 Granville 

Street, Halifax. 

With beat riahes tor Christmas and the Nev Year. 









• B. N. Holtham, Q. c ., 
1 al V:ley Street, 
Sb.•rbrooke, ~u• • 

Dear Kr. Holt.ho: 

Fobruary 19 , 1970 

Merkel ' s "Tallahassee" 1a authentic 1n all 
its basic people and their actirttiea; 1n tact it was the 
fru1 t or long nae.arch 1n the Provincial Archi vea ot Nova 
Scotia , with the of Dr. Martell , of th• Archive• 
atat-r . 

The whole af'fair of the "Tallahaaaee" at Halifax 
was well covered by the Halifax newspaper• ot the tioe , alao. 

Jock Fl eming, t h• Balifu: pilot who t.ook the 'Tallahassee 11 

out through the Eastern Passage by nicht , att.ervard• becane 
a partner in the aa1lo.ak1ng firm or BenUey & Fl emine, He 
gn ·e BenUey •s daughter the Contederate cu.U.aa presented t o 
him aa a souvenir, Many- ;years ago I knew Mrs, Guy a.rd , a 
descendant O.f the BenUays who had the cuU..as 1n her 
I persuaded her to praaent i t to the Harit:il!la .ua8W!J at H.allf'ax 
lat.r on, ~• hersalt coul{'d r m.ember Captain John Taylor Wood 
when her ovn fart11¥ liTed on Morris Street. 

In 18?2 Captain Wood , using t.ha paeudooyt!1 •Forward "• wrote a 
latter or lettora to the Halifax Moming Chronicle urging a 
railroad. along th• south shore of NoTa Scotia - typical or 
bia 1ntareat 1n bis adopt ed country and ot a tarsighted ttind . 
( 'lhe Halitax & South Railway became a tact more than 
thirty years later! ) 

Two or three ago my brot.he~ ~-lav ( since made 
a short morla, with voice in exp~tion, covering the ator,: ol 

and her at Hali!'u:, the F.astam 
ate., and finally a shot or Wood ' • t amb1tona in Ca.~p 

Hill C«!lat eey, Halifax. His v1d01f , m.y aiatar. 11••• in Alabarla. 
I shall write to aee 1! I can borrow this fib for your perusal. 

For the lite ot: me I cannot tird my source, but I balieTe that 
•• a liautenanA C. S. N. 1n 1862, John Taylor Wood in charge 
of the party whi ch destroyed the "Karrioac" vhan the Confederates 
had to abandon Norfolk. t wo months after her spactacul.ar debut. 

Wi th my beat viahea. 

\ 
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