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IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

No.

Bepartment of National Defence

Naval Seruvire

20th November, 1944194

W-3128, W.R.C.N.S.,
Hedl .CnSs J'STADACONAR,

m i = T P \ !
PoM 0L, HallTaXxer Nt

Dear Mr. Raddall,

Just a note to thank you very much for your kindness
last Saturday, in taking me as your guest to the meeting,
which proved most interesting - not so much from a poetic
point of view, but mainly from that of a study in character!!
As soon as I reached the barracks, retired to the shower-room,
where "still burned the midnight o0il", to pen my impressions
of the sc&ance!!

Did so enjoy meeting Mr. and Mrs. Merkel, Dr. and Mrs.
Martel - and particularly the little gathering around the
Merkels! dining-table, after the throng had dispersed. Am
going to write "Jimmie D." today - in laudatory tone, for
diplomacy's sake - and see if T can't obtain copies of his
"Cape Breton Giant" and "Grammar Text",., Have told several
friends in Halifax of his letter following his last visit
to the city - and of Mrs. Merkel's hospitality "undoubted"!!

Vesterday, spent a most delightful day with a Dr, Nichols,
whose husband was Prof. of Classics at "Dal" prior to his death
several years ago - and made two lengthy and invigorating excursions
through Point Pleasant Park and Marlborough Woods. During our
rambles, we came upon two boundary stonesg, one at the erl of " "
Franklyn St., bearing the inscription: . wi& U.\
3 ° H gin
and the other on Tower Road, just at theﬂgkfgance to Frankiyn
Park, with "W, D." engraved in the stone. Do you suppose those

.

are the original_bpundgary stones of the city, as lald out in 17497
- or were they prerted later?

During the evening, seated in a deep comfortable adrmchair,
before a bright, crackling fire - lived again the founding of the
city in your "Roger S." - which I'm enjoying immensely - but, must
admit, don't like the principal character as well as Davie Strang
in "H.M. Yankees", *

Dr., Nichols is likewise an admirer of your work, and is
Intensely interested in the province and its history - and, as
her husband was a fellow-proif', of Archie MacMechan, knew him well,
She is planning a trip down the south shore next Sunday, and we
were wondering if you would be so kind as to act as guide to all
the interesting sites of the district and could show us the copy
of Col. Perkins diary. Will arrive shortly after lunch, proyiding
that hour 1is convenient for you - and, also, if D.V, and W,P,!!

Am afraid your classing me as a prospective writer is far
too complimentary, and not exactly the trutht! Actually, I joined
the Writers! Group of the Canadian Leglon Educational Services,
with a view to improving my powers of expression and to extending
my Interest 1n Nova Scotia and its histopy, . Doxnls very much if
I've achiefed the first aim, but certainly, N.S. has won my affect-
ion - almost adoration - which, I understand, is "something" when
I'm an Ontarionti! Someday, I do hope to write+1§§{haps for public~
ation, perhaps not - but do not know whether it wewtd be narrative,
travel or Lord knows what!! - as to travel is my greatest desire,

and to be able to tell others of my experiences.Wn;lertravellin”
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This longing has been further influenced by a love of
foreign languages %gg Lur liter%ture and through contact
with merchant officers ® m ny races wheﬁ I was employed as
a secretary in D.E.M. S - Defensively Equipped Merchant Ships.
Please excuse,the foregoing confession - very childish in nature -
but, no matter, its the truth,

Do hope your t'ishing expedition to East Dover was success-
ful, - you certainly couldn't have chosen more gLorious weather,
s tecle
Am working on the copy of MacMechan'SA"Fvangeline and
the Real Acadians", and shall bring same with me next weekend.

Looking forward to that time - and many, many thanks
agaln for your kindness and trouble taken on my behalf, when
you were so occupied with acquiring "writer's cramp", "mike fright",
et cetera,

Sincerelyj




H.,M.C.S. "STADACONA",
Fleet Mall Office,
Halifax, Nova Scotia.
27th November, 1944,

Dear Mr. Raddall,

Many, many thanks to you and your wife for the
wonderful day we spent in Liverpool. ©Neither .Dr. Nichols,
nor I, -could recall a more éenjoyable expedition through
"Ultime Thule".

Liverpool is a very picturesgue town, living in the
past, yet very much a metropolis of modern times., So
enjoyed visiting the old homes of Simeon .Perkins and
Sylvanus Cobb - and the town's other interesting "sights" -
particularly, Fort Point, and the Town Hall., To be able
to see with the mind's eye as one reads a story makes the
reading so much more interesting - and tangible.  Certain-
ly, shall have to reread "H. M, Yankees", and so relive
the tale in its authentic setting. Also, thank you again
for the copy of "Ogomkegea" - a very appropriate souvenir
of our thrilling day in Liverpool.

It took approximately three-and-a-half hours to
return to "Dolcefar" - as we made an unintentional, but
delightful, detour, beyond Bridgewater, taking the wrong
turn in the highway, and proceeding several miles along
the bank of La Have River - which looked very beautiful,
bathed by the moon's rays. Saw one of the three-masted
schooners you mentioned - 1ts masts silhouetted jet in
the moonlight.

I telephoned the Halifax Insurance Company today,
and, i1f any copies of the ship prints are still available,
they will send you a follo as soon as possible. So do
hope they arrive in the near future,

Have not quite completed typing of MacMechan's
article on "mvangeline", but will forward same as soon
as it 1s finished, which should be towards the end of the
week, providing work isn't too hectic.

Please remember me to your wife, and thank her so
very much for the delicilous refreshments, which absolutely
"melted in mouth"., Also, please say "hello" to. Tommy and
Frances for the Nichols children - Do hope we may see you
again In the not too distant future -

(over)



I was most fortunate today, and came across a rather
battered copy of "Markland" by R.R. McLeod,-the survivor of
the Book Room's recent fire., Am afraid the gfore-going state-
ment is rather ambiguous - but the Book Room, as you may
know, was caught by a fire about two weeks ago, and several
hundred books were damaged by either the fire or the water from
the hoses., This copy has been affected by bothi! - but the
inside pages are still entact and very readablel!

Am going to pay a visit to the Archives this Wednesday
evening, following my Spanish class - as Dr, Martell said

he'd show me the photos presented to the "dese®y Oy the
famed. Jimmie D.}!

Received the flr/&&% tma resent today - from
Denis, my older brothef7= en%ggﬁyllm as a souvenwr-é%umr?f
Antwerp.

Many, many thanks again to you and your wife for
all your kindness to the Nichols and mysglf -

Sincerely,

it
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H.M.C.S. "STADACONA",
F.R.O., BALIFVEAX, N.8,
21st December, 1°44.

Dear Mr. Raddall:

Please excuse the box this is packed in, but
it's the only thing I could find that the item would
3 & A

This is a real Navy souvenir - a rum tot cup -
the cup from which the Chiefs and Petty Officers drink
their daily tot - Feel sure that said article will be
in constant use this hol .day season, on board all the
ships.

Had one mede also for Dr. Nichols - to hold
matches. So that perhaps you could use it for the
same purpose, if you so desired.

I'm spending Christmas and New Year's with
the Nichols - and we have great plans under way. Last
Sunday afternoon, the Nichols family, a young married
couple, and myself went Christmas-tree chopping by the
Kearney Lakes - off the Bedford Road, in the vicinity
of Rockingham, When we'd finished our lumbering expedite.,
we bgilt a huge fire, and had a picnic huddled around
same.

The Sunday before, we gathered pinecones, and have
been busy painting them silver, gold, red, green and
blue, and applying shellac over the paint.

The very best of Christmas wishes to your family,
and may the New Year bring happiness andpeace to all
the world.

Sincerely,

E %‘Uﬁ
o




H.M.C.S. "STADACONA",
F.M.0., Halifax, N.S.
4th January, 1945,

&
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Dear Tom:

Many thanks for your Very interesting letter, and the
origin of the term ﬁrog - I'd heard allusions made.to
"tapping the admiral but never knew the meaning of the
phrase. I typed a copy of your informutive paragraphs
for Dr, Nichols, and she was most amused.

S Wie had a perfectly marvellous Christmas and New Year's -
I»lucky enought to obtein weekend passes each time - having
saved up those for December, and spend both holidays "che
les Nichols". It was a real family Christmas - the first ‘one
I've real had since I was twelve or so. We chopped down our
own Xmas trees, and climaxed that expedition with a picnic around
a huge bonfire on the edge of one of the Kearney Lakes, beyond
Rockingham., Also, painted the pinecones I spoke of in my last
letter, I believe, and placed them on the mantel-plece, over
pictures, etc. - made our own wreaths of firs and holly. I
had great fun making my own Christmas cards, as well as several
knitted articles. Therefore, a very busy preparatory week or
two was spent by all.

Saturday
Cn the/afternoon, preceding Christmas, I showed the Doc.
through "Stadacona" - and afterwards we delivered hampers to

several homes. In the evening, we brought in the tree, and
commenced decorating operations. Sunday, we all went to a carol
service in the afternoon, and immediafely following it, the daught-
er and I set out en a present-delivertfexpedition, which took us
across the Arm in a dory - and on & walking tour from one of the
homes in Boulderwood, along the Dingle Road, to the tip of the Arm,
and then back to Tower Road - about five miles in all. No buses
were running and no trams passed us en route, It was a perfectly
lovely evening - and the countryside looked very begutiful, bathed
in moonlight. 1In the evening, Dr. Nichols d I placed all the
presents under the tree - the children wereQQSW'safely in bed -

and filled their stockings, etc.

Christmas Morn.,, I arose shortly after seven, sad went up to
the barracks, in @4 hopes that my presents from home might have
arrived - but no such luck. 20 returned just in time to hop off
to church., After church, we unsealed the door to the sitting-room,
which we had "loeked" w1th Chrlstmas seals along the crack the
previous eve - andsentered:t e "sanctum sanctorum Had great fun

w:m 6&/7‘6( A’u



Corunl o ﬁﬁl§?¢4~
- of K-In- /4.
‘s

&0

4

2&&1} s

A

opening presents - I really did extremely well, and amonv other
items discovered a copy of "His Majesty's Yankees" $p my
delight - as well as "The Order of Good Cheer" - ah ﬁ
MacMechan's poems - "Late Harvest" - from his widow,

We had a very gala repaste - with an eighteen-pound turkey
honouring the festive board - and afterwards, several Dal., prof-
- essors and thelr wives dropped in, In the evening, after tea,
we all gathered roung }h iano and sang carols lustily. Late
that night, my call 7°¢8me through - I'q placed it about eleven
in the morning - so that I was able to speak to each member of
the "flam damily" - thus making the day complete.

Last weekend was just as gala, although the weather was
rather disagreeable., Sagturday afternoon, we went skating and
walking from lake to lake in the "Dingle" chain - Frog Pond,

Williem's and Coalpit. In the evening, we went to a cocktail
party at the home of two young docters - the Saunders - colleagues

of the Doctor. Their hom e _gatehous e estate first
owned by Samuel Cunard. I was shown e eveni the title deed
with seal - dated 1786 - of the estate, own as "Oaklands",

Sunday was very cgulet, and on Mponday we went to see
a movie, "Frenchman's Creek" - based on Daphne du Maurier's book -
technicolour was very fine, but acting not up to a particularly
high standard. Had hoped to motor down to Musquadobolt, where the
Nichols have an old cottage, but bad weather put an end to the
epedition,

I have started Spanish classes agaln - and must write my
mid-ye akexﬁ‘. in two-and-a-half week's time. Following the-
lectu olled over to the Archives, and there met Andrew
Merkel - who was showing his latest poem - about 274 sg s in
length-to Dr. Martel. Temporary title 1is "Talahasse"f (hg\%'z
poem deals with pre-confederation events in the province. Dr.

Martel showed me the photos. in the collection sent by Jimmie D, -
I love the one of J.D. iIn the midst of composition, with sheaf
of paper resting on his knee and pen in hand.

Was speaking to Miss Laura Suttis the other day, agg,she
says the Canadian Legion Writers' Group may be honoured & an
adress by you sometime this winter. Sounds greét, and am sure it

would give the members of the’group much valuable advice and
inspiration., /&1% 47«@4 Aedwer gad addieaa ? -

I hed an airgraph letter from my older brother, Denis,
0.C. of the Royal Hamilton Light Infantry, written the beginning
of December, in which he stated he was living in a hole in the
ground ;~ and expected to spend Christmas in a "mole's paradise."

gmjm. B q%% denaorr- ijzfm wﬁ;“? &‘ﬁ bt
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