
e trust PACSM IN MARIBUo is keeping close touch with the UN ,oTD 
developments and hope it will work to develop

A PEOPLES’ INPUT TOUNCSTD
THE U.N. CONFERENCE ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

“Science is too important to be left 
to the scientists.” It is also too important 
to be left to U.N. delegates. Science and 
technology affect the lives of all people. 
Science has brought many benefits. It has 
also brought many dangers. And, the bene
fits have not been equitably distributed.

UNCSTD (The U.N. Conference on 
Science and Technology for Development) 
gives a time frame and a mechanism for 
reevaluating and redirecting science and 
technology toward the betterment of the 
lives of people in all parts of the world. If 
we, the people, are to participate con
structively in this world wide dialogue we 
must start now.

It is not enough to wait, as in past 
U.N. Conferences, until a month or two 
before the official meeting to become 
active. National leaders have already 
started preparing position papers. The 
U.N. Secretariat has already started pre
paring the official Conference Documents. 
The people too must start now discussing 
the impact of science and technology on 
their daily lives, on their community’s 
well being, on the resources of the 
planet, and on World Order.----------------,

THE UNCSTD TIME TABLE
F e b r u a r y  1 9 7 7  t o  A p r i l  1 9 7 8

P re pa ra t ion  o f  N a t io n a l  Papers 
J u n e  &  J u l y  1 9 7 8

Regiona l P re p a ra to ry  Meet ings  
S e p t e m b e r  1 9 7 8  t o  J u n e  1 9 7 9

P re pa ra t ion  o f  C o n fe re n c e  D o c u m e n ts  
b y  U .N .  Secretar ia t 

A u g u s t / S e p t e m b e r  1 9 7 9  
C o n v e n in g  o f  U N C S T D  
(Place to  be d e te rm in e d )

Past U.N. Conferences have invited 
token representation by “the poeple” 
through selected NGOs (non-governmental 
organizations) which watched official 
delegates from nearby hotel rooms. At 
the U.N. Conference on Human Settle
ments (Vancouver, 1976) a broader 
spectrum of non-governmental groups 
participated in their own HABITAT 
FORUM in which people-to-people com
munication on important world problems 
became as important as the dialogue with 
the official delegates. The potential of 
the Habitat Forum was diminished by the 
general chaos engendered by the lack of 
preparatory’ communication among the 
NGOs.

For UNCSTD a broad coalition is 
developing to create a constructive 
peoples’ input to (or in parallel with) 
the U.N. Conference. You are invited to 
participate.

The A.T. Resolution on the other side 
of this page is suggested as a core state
ment of our concern. Each participant is 
urged to endorse this general statement, 
to add its own addenda, and to expand 
on relevant portions of the basic declara
tion of principles.

Similarly, each group or individual 
participant is to develop its own activities 
to fit with its own local conditions and 
its capabilities.

One concern we hope to bring to 
UNCSTD is the development of com
munity level technologies. Currently the 
primary motivations for R&D (research 
and development) are for National de
fense, National prestige, or to meet the 
wants of the affluent segments of already 
over-industrialized urban societies. Atten
tion needs to be given to alternatives 
which meet both the basic physiological 
and psychological needs of people.

WHAT YOU CAN DO
Write an editorial on a peoples’ input to 

UNCSTD for your newsletter or other 
periodical (include the A.T. Resolution).

Put discussion of UNCSTD and the 
A.T. Resolution on the agenda of club 
meetings.

Coordinate an A.T. Teach-in at your 
local school or university.

Identify local problems of and needs 
for science and technology.

Develop your own position paper on sci
ence, technology and human development.

Prepare an A.T. exhibit or seminar to 
be held in conjunction with the regional 
preparatory meeting.

Urge local newspapers, radio and t.v. 
stations to provide news on UNCSTD.

Let others in the network know what 
positions you are preparing and what 
actions you are taking or planning.

Plan to be at the UNCSTD regional pre
paratory meeting and theConference itself.

PEOPLE TO CONTACT
The “collective independence” de

veloping for UNCSTD relies on broad 
support for independent actions. Among 
those you should let know about your 
positions and your actions toward a 
peoples input to UNCSTD are:
Other members o f the Network 
Mr. Joco de Costa, Secretary General 
UNCSTD, Rm 31161A. United Nations 
Building, New York, NY 10017 USA 
Hon. Patsy Mink, Assistant Secretary OES, 
Dept, of State, Wash., D.C. 20520 USA 
Other national and international leaders

SOME PARTICIPATING GROUPS
T R A N E T  ( 7 4 1 0  V e r n o n  Sq. D r . ,  A le x a n d r ia ,  V A  2 2 3 0 6  U S A )  
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  ( ¡ ^  C h e m m  I- • i. e in n < u i , i 2 1 8  Cn d im  

S a c o nn e x ,  Geneva, SWIT Z E R L A N D )
N a t u r a l  L i f e  ( B o x  6 4 0 ,  Jarvis,  N O A  1JO, C A N A D A )
La G u e u e l e  O u v e r t  (1 1 7 ,  A v e n u e  de C h o ls y ,  75 0 1 3  Paris, F R A N C E ;  
P e o p le  a n d  E n e r g y  (CSPI,  175  7 “ S ”  S t. , N W , W a s h in g to n ,  DC 2 0 0 0 9 )  
T h e  E l e m e n t s  (1 9 0 1  " Q ”  S t. , N W , W a s h in g to n ,  DC 2 0 0 0 9 )
D o i n g  I t !  (B o x  3 0 3 ,  W o r t h in g t o n ,  O H  4 3 0 8 6  U S A )
F u t u r e  S t u d i e s  C e n t r e  (15 Ke lso  R d. ,  Leeds LS 2  9 P R ,  E N G L A N D )  
N o r t h w e s t  R e g i o n a l  F o u n d a t i o n  (P.O . B o x  5 2 9 6 ,  S p o k a n e ,  Wash 

in g to n  9 9 2 0 1  U S A )
M u s h r o o m  M a g a z in e  ( c /o  W a i ta t i  P.O.,  2 W a i ta t i ,  O tag o  N EW  

Z E A L A N D )
T h e  W o r k b o o k  (P.O . B o x  4 5 2 4 ,  A lb u q u e r q u e ,  N .M .  8 7 1 0 6  U S A )  
A  D A B  N e w s  ( 5 4 9 F ,  R oad 14, D h a m m o n d i ,  D ac c a -5 , B A N G L A D E S H )

’an we add your name to the list ?



A TRANSNATIONAL RESOLUTION ON ALTERNATIVE/APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGIES FOR THE 
U.N. CONFERENCE ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR (HUMAN) DEVELOPMENT

FULLY CONVINCED THAT SCIENCE (KNOWLEDGE) AND TECHNOLOGY (KNOW-HOW) ARE THE PRINCIPLE TOOLS BY 
WHICH LARGE SEGMENTS OF HUMANKIND HAVE OBTAINED PHYSICAL COMFORT AND FREEDOM FROM WANT, BUT

RECOGNIZING THAT INAPPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGIES SPRINGING FROM SCIENCE HAVE LED TO WASTE OF RESOURCES, 
ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION AND INTOLERABLE LIVING CONDITIONS FOR MANY PEOPLE, AND

NOTING WITH CONCERN THAT BOTH AMONG NATIONS AND WITHIN ALL NATIONS THE BENEFITS OF SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY ARE INEQUITABLY DISTRIBUTED, AND

DISAPPOINTED THAT THE U.N. AND ITS MEMBER GOVERNMENTS HAVE NEGLECTED THE DEVELOPMENT AND PROMOTION 
OF “ALTERNATIVE APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGIES”, AND

FEARING THAT CURRENT INAPPROPRIATE SCIENCES AND TECHNOLOGIES HAVE PLACED HUMANKIND IN GRAVE SOCIE
TAL, ENVIRONMENTAL AND PHYSICAL DANGERS,

APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGY GROUPS AND CITIZENS IN ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD STRONGLY URGE THE U.N., ITS 
TECHNICAL AGENCIES, AND ITS MEMBER GOVERNMENTS TO:

£  DEVELOP NEW POLICIES AND PROGRAMS FOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY WHICH GIVE GREATER ATTENTION 
TO THE BASIC NEEDS OF PEOPLE,

#  EMPHASIZE AND SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT OF TECHNOLOGIES WHICH: ARE IN HARMONY WITH NATURE, 
ARE CULTURALLY FITTING, PROVIDE MEANINGFUL EMPLOYMENT, ARE LOW COST, ARE SMALL SCALE, ARE 
EASILY MAINTAINED, AND WHICH LEAD TO LOCAL SELF-RELIANCE AND THE DIGNITY OF HUMANS AS WELL AS 
THEIR PHYSICAL COMFORT,

#  CONSCIOUSLY REDIRECT TECHNOLOGICAL PROGRAMS AND SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH TOWARD IMPROVING THE 
WELL BEING AND AUTONOMY OF THE LESSER ADVANTAGED NATIONS, COMMUNITIES AND INDIVIDUALS.


