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Transcription of Interview with G@Qerge Burton,

b.1392, 13 May. b.Springhill. present adiress /. Victoria Strect.

mother belonged to Brockley, just below Oxforil., “ather belonged to
‘fabou, N.E.Margaree. workel on the railroad a lot.

came to Springhill around the 1880s.

small house on Junction Road. lived there until he was married, in 1929.
mother had 13 children, raised twelve.

he was the sixth youngest.

his Tather worke? tracklaying and timbering in the nmine. company nani.
member of the P2{A,

'Ye come out on strike in August 1909, and the Uild camein then.'

Lon the 1979-11 strike| 'Oh, that was the best time of ny life....de used to
go fishing, hunting, cutting wood in the woods in the wintertime...trap around

the wood in the summer-time....'

got to grade nine. 'I 4idn't grade that year, so I went and applied for a
Job in the coal mine.'

3oth parents opposed to his gettinga job in the nine.
{."hat 1id they say to you? A.0h, I got the job, and thev couldn't say much more.

started work in the mine when he was 13. his first job was 'opening an old
canvas door to let a horse and his Ariver go through.'

'Jh, all you hal to do to open the canvas to let a horse to g0 through. {e couli
g0 through himself.' ‘as paid 50c a fay.

had to work two weeks steady--you got llc of a bonus.
pretty dark In the mines.
pretty common practice--"there were lots of other boys the same."

pulling the rag, working in chutes, shoving down--"put a canvas around your
bottom and shove the coal down with your feet."

--put canvas around your bottom to stop wearing out the arse of your pants.

"Pulling the rag, in one place in the old 3300, in the North Slope, we usel to
pull them long rags of canvas, about 25 feet long, hook it onto your helt and
haul it up to the chute there, where the miners were Aigging and shovelling their
coal back. ind we load up them rags and ride them Adown--tip them all up like a
sack of oats, only twice as long, and go down over them sheets....'

'Used to have a bar about 40 feet above the bottom, and when we hit that bar--
we used to have a lamp hanging there--we'd grab that bear and let that thing
go on without us.' --rolling pretty fast.

—-pretgy rough work. 'Our backs used to be skinned raw, hitting the timbers.'
--be arouni 15 or 16 years old then.

after the big strike, I got a Jjob back and started Ariving a horse. In the Jest 3300
level...Usel to run in the box then. Got his papers for mining, and went mining.

Became a miner in 1912,
19 years old when he's a seoond-class miner.

Oh, we had to do some awful scrounging, I tell you. e used to have a cow, a

pig, hens....ie had about an acre of land down there. Je used to get a little
hay off it. Father used to have quite a garden in, potatoes, everything like

that. ‘e get along all right.



family pretty good Presbyterians.

" Oh, they had a Preshyterian minister come here--he was against the strikers,
Peonle didn't care a hell of a lot about him."

"A lot of the strikers--the older fellows--they went flown to the Joggins, and
they were working down there. Other Jobs--theybuilt a lam down there at
the Junction....ﬁ

"The old man went to the Joggins...."
father worked seven or wight months in the Joggins.,

Lon the scabs brought in by the company during the strike] "Je used to have
fun with them fellows at night. The scabs--we called them-- they had Cowans's
horse barns where the park is now, where the mines park is? {ay bacx there?
Stable there....Them places was full with these here scabs....

The scabs used to come up to the Royal Hotel to buy their liquor, and one
thing and another, and the miners beat the hell out of then. Saturday night,
they used to run a special train out to the Junction to take these fellows
back to thelr homes for the weekend....They'd come back on the Sunday night
and they used to have to walk back from the Junction. We used to catch them
coming over the big dump down there and put the rocks to them."

--lot of fellows from all over the place, not Jjust Itallians or Turopeans.

--one or two of the scabs stayeéd at work.



Transcrintion of Interview with Ceorge Durton.

nack in May, 1919. ssent 2 nonth Tishing ore he went hack to wool.

nines Jown the Junction Roa? then,

'Uh, 1t was a Jlandy place to work,' he =ays of lo~.5-7. '0.47  --one of
i1ts biggest attractions was that you coull walk aut o©

~onctines lown there only five or six hours,

was on yariagzs basis for uuttln" conl-~then they put thea on o
cubie measurement, they called it. that's the way they starte’ it in 0.6
Jasn't too long after they got into pretty good coal. They hal o

through quite a few troubles--stone? first. Then got into pret ty oo
coal--anl then went on the tonnare.

on cublic msis when the coal got tooubled.
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on longwall at the last of the 0.5 aine--1idn'* la~t long. worke? Dorl-and-pillar
quite 2 long while.

'1.2149 you like longwall better than borl-and-nillar? 4..ell, longwall was

quite easy. You had too many aen for what the coal used to nroluce....
They usel to cut the longwall in then lays, with the 1aehine. And the coal
in~ the wall, we'd cone

vwas steep snough to run on sheets. hen they were cutt
benind then and clean the coal up and lay the sheet. .
I* only took about five seconds to put one down....Iron shects. They were
ahout 2% feet wide an' 7 and 9 “eet long....The=e were Just flat <

It was a Jandy mine +o work in. Tt wasn't leon.'

e

‘O. S l1idn't la=t too 101-1:;'
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--nzrried 1929, stayve?! Jown there until 1930.
*

Hel

then rentel. hought present house in 1947, 15:8.

hockey league in Springhill. Thistles, Crescents. also nlaye« Malifax and
loncton a lot.--before the war, before the Tirst war.

. i . \ A 3
nere were bars everywaere....' | Bars in the hotels . 'Prosacutor us to

| %
T

come avoun! and you'd get an envelope hande? out to you....

George took a drink once in a while. 'TFourteen, fifteen years old, vou wers a
nan 1f vou worked in the m‘re....' rimlication is that vou could lrink +hon .
v L. L %

--two nolieamen on "uty, onz 71y, one nicat,

not too many naking their owm he2er., '3eer was che=xn as i-t then. Sottla of
whi=k=y only 2ost a Tollax.’

1, ~ . \ - N .
'W over proof-~-1t would ta%ke thiree oitla~ to mnke +hat now. he v g
ittle of that when he was 15--not to lurt me. his "the~ never had a -ink.

--wifa's fanily born in Iniland--cane in 1024,
oo oM ateilte in 'T'»TFT M i-=T1or Hrother tanta? to oty gu~ten]d

--nine~ we lin,

5
0o and Dad--noul? only w”“a*” niesages to Tanata, che was 13 vhen ~he aann

ooy,

--canz ri-nt to Springhill. "It was 2 nining tom an? MDAl yas alwave a niner,

sha alway~ =tay2d home with her mother,

navris? 1929, 1929, the wect of T nclan?, her fatiher wa-
cetting Murt 211 the tine in the

"21l, at firet, it =zeme? emall, an? avervthing, and? we were never u-e’ +to

the cook-stoves like they have here, ilon ha' an awful tinme to got u~37' *o
it, and she would ery and I would ery--I orie’, T thinl, avery ~econi lay,
- 0 A )

for a 70nb whlle. m“en when I got marriel and came bhack to iZnplhn?  when
che ‘le?, I wanted to leave right away, aTter two weels.

Do T35 ) ' A ) 1 N
“rom Jurhan. 'You Imow | in .“ba“ i you could go ju~t fron
eormeT, W17 vou wantal to o 1ﬂy nlhcn, the Misas ein sy

17



18



	MS-9-16_SF88_7_016
	MS-9-16_SF88_7_017
	MS-9-16_SF88_7_018
	MS-9-16_SF88_7_019

