
MISS LETITIA F. AGNEW 

( a copy of her obituary in the Liverpool Advance, June 1936) 

Liverpool.June 29,1936 The last link of one of the pioneer families of 

Liverpool was broken on Saturday by the death of Miss Letitia French Agnew at 

the age of 79. Miss Agnew was a great-granddaughter of Hallet Collins, and a 

granddaughter of Caleb Seeley, who was associated with Capt. Joseph Barss in 

the famous privateer Liverpool Packet. Her home was formerly the famous 

Col. Simeon Perkins home and was noted for entertainment and hospitality. 

Miss Agnew was interested in world events and local happenings as long as 

health permitted. Her gracious personality and keen intellect won her many 

friends among the younger as well as older generations. She was a devoted 

Anglican and a faitful churc(.h worker. In politics she was an ardent Conservative. 

Her two sisters predeceased her, one just about a year ago. 

The nearest surviving relative is a niece, rs. T. E. G.Lynch of Di gby. 

Mrs. Francis Cornish JQiDc of White Rock B. C., and Arthur Seeley of Blaine, 

Washington, formerly of Port Medway, are cousins of the deceased. 

Funeral service will be md::abc:fDDcc~ from Holy Trinity church at 2.JO 

o'clock on Tuesday, Rev. Canon E. B.Spurr officiat;¥ing. 

************************ 
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List of articl es in t he Simeon Per kins House 

(Note: this l i s t , compiled hastily in 1938 , i.S not complete ) 

1. Typewritten copy of the Perkins Diary, 1766-1812, each volume bound in half-
morocco; this copy made under t he supervision of the Dominion Archivist from the 
Warman copy of iiu Perkins' diary now in the Dominion Archives. This copy is 
good for general purposes, but it contains many typographical and other errors. 

2. Robert J. Long ts 11 Annals of Queens County", 1760-1867. Six volumes bou...'ld in 
half-morocco, the sheets typewritten by Miss Mar i on Mack. Dr. Wm.Inglis Morse 
pa.id Miss Mack to sort out, arrange, and copy these Annals from a mass of notes, 
maps, sketches and photographs contained in an old tru.nk belonging to Robert J.Long, 
the accumulation of his lifelong research. Mr. Long died in the early 1930 1 s in a 
Boston institution, and the trunk and contents were rescued and brought to Liverpool 
by Mrs. John Day of the Queens County Historical Society. Copies of the 11 Annals 11 

were presented by Dr. Morse to the libraries of Harvard, Acadia and Dalhousie 
Uni versities. 

3. 11 The Land of Great Adventure 11 and other volumes donated by Dr. W.Inglis Morse. 

4. 11 Liverpool Privateers" -- by Miss Janet Mullins; edited, printed and bound under 
the direction of Mr. Fred s. Morton, formerly of Milton, Queens County. 

5. Poems of William E. Marshall 

6. 11 Markland11 by Robert R. Macleod 

7. Many interes ting early documents, wills, deeds, letters and family Bibles. 

8 . Books by Grace Dean Macleod Rogers. 

9. Manuscript reminiscences of Qµeens County, with map of old Liverpool, compiled 
by t he late Doctor Henry G. Farish 

10. 11 Sacred to the Memory" -- a book of Liverpool epitaphs, collected and with notes 
by Charles Warman and Robert J. Long. 

11. Several steel engravings, framed, of Lord Nelson, Sir Walter Scott, Qµeen 
Victoria, belonging to the Seely and Agnew families who lived in the Perkins 
nm.as house, and donated to the Society by the heir, Mrs.T.E.G.Lynch. 

12. A number of drawings and water colors of flowers, painted by Mrs. M. Cowie, 
circa 1850. 

13. Two or three oil and water color pa.intings, framed, by the Liverpool artist 
John A. Grant, and donated to the Q.C.Historical Society by the artists son, 
Mr. Louis Grant. 

15. Photographs, and photographed paintings, of Caleb Seely, Enos Collins, Hallett 
Collins, Joseph Barss and wife Olivia DeWolf, and others. 

16. Ha lf a do zen walking sticks belonging to bygone townsmen of the 19th century. 



I 

17. Several pieces of chinaware, also a white pottery-ware spirit-lamp and tea 
kettle, formerly belonging to the Seely and Agnew families. 

18. A large iron safe ( Taylor make) presented by Mr. M.A.Bowlby of Port Medway. 

19, Desk donated by D.C.Mulhall 

20. Office chair of Simeon Perkins 

21. Rocking ch.."lir of the late Marion Agnew, the recluse who lived almost her 
entire life within the walls of the Perkins house. 

22. Several pieces of furniture, of no particular value, including two show-cases 
of wood-and-glass construction, also a table, loaned by Mrs. John Day. 

23. A sea chest and one or two old trunks. 

24. Windmv curtains (muslin) donated by ladies _of the Historical Society. 

Additions to the above list sin~e 1938 

25. Rocking horse used in the Loyalist family of Captain Gideon White, pioneer 
of Shelburne., N .s, Date, late 18th century. Presented by Mr. Howland White. 

26. Mahogany cradle, used in the family of Captain Gideon White, Loyalist pioneer 
of Shelburne. Date, late 18th century. Presemited by Mr. Howland White. 

27. A collection of muskets (flintlock and cap) including one cap-fire muzzle-load 
rifle, and cartridge pouch, carried in the American Civil War 186l-65 by a 
Queens County man; a repeating carbine of the type iss-a.ed to U.S.Cavalry in 
the latter part of the Civil War; a French army rifle of the period 1.871; a 
cap-fire revolver with six separate barrels; one or two bayonets. 

27. Two or three swords, history unknown but probably used in the N.S.Militia 
between 1865-1895. 

28. Cutlass, made in Charleston, South Carolina, for the Confederate Navy. This 
cutlass was presented to Jock iami:::Q; Fleming, the daring Halifax pilot of 
the Confederate cruiser 11 Tallahassee 11 , by one of the crew, as Fleming was 
leaving the ship after her sensational escape from the Federal cruisers. 

Cutlass presented by Mri. L.H.Minard, Milton. 

29. Murdoch's History of Nova Scotia, 3 volumes. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

Badges, documents, photographs and field communion kit, including communion 
vessels and al tar cloth, used by the late Rev. (Captain) Joseph l!.,reeman Tupper, 
with the Canadians in France 1914-18. 

Cap and red serge jacket of the Nova. Scotia militia, Feni11an Raid period. 

Helmet and belt, etc., of the N.S.Militia, period 1885. 

DesBarres chart of Liverpool Bay and v icinity, showing names given by him to 
various points but not subsequently adopted by the inhabitants. 

Wooden bust of Samuel Kempton, carved by Crouse, the noted wood-carver of 
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Milton, Qµeens County, who made many figure-heads etc. for ships launched at Milton 
and Liverpool during the 1850 1s. 

35. Collection of West Indian and other curios, formerly the property of Captain 
Samuel Kempton, including a glass case containing a fine specimen of coral. 
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36. A ierman gas-mask, electric torch, and other mementos of the Great War 1914-18. 

37. Specimens of linen made from home-grown flax in Qµeens County in the 19th century. 

33. Sundry 18th century skates, le,dies I pattens, candle-moulds, waffle-iron, &ailux 
candlestick, ruffle-iron, flat-irons, lanthorn, iron pot, etc. 

39. Keys, etc., found in the ruins of Gorham College. 

4o. Baby cap of Rhoda Peake Collins 

41 . Ii'ramed print of the Shannon-Chesapeake battle. (Loaned) 

42. Church of England common prayer and hymn books, bound in green leather, formerly 
owned by the Agnew ladies. 

\\ 

43. 11 The Church in Nova Scotia~ and he Tory Clergy of the Revolution", by Dr. Eaton. 

44. 11 Pilgrim Memorials, 11 -- Russell. 

45. A list of mayors and councillors of Liverpool, N.S. from 1897 to 1932 

46. 11 The Mayflower Descend.ant", Volume 4, published by the Massachusetts Society of 
Mayflower Descendants. 

47. Poems - John Adams, M.A. Written about 1750. Label attached to the book by 
Robert Long reads -- 11 The first Nova Scotian book. 11 

43. 11 The Story of the Dominion" -- Hopkins 

49. "The Qµest of the Ballad" - - Mackenzie 

50. French-Abnaki dictionary -- Father Sebastian Rasles 

51. Minute book and cash-book of the Queens County Friendly Society, 1839-1905 

52. Souvenir coin of the Pilgrim Tercentenary 

53. Share certificate of the Liverpool Bridge Company, 1856 

54. Share certificate of the Liverpool Gold Mining Company, 1862. 

55. Deed, John Wallace to Stephen Snow, Liverpool, 1816 

56. Gospel of St.Matthew in the Micmac language Rand -- 1871 

57. English --Irish Gaelic dictionary, 1814 

53. ''Burial Hill, Plymouth, Mass. 11 -- Benjamin m- Drew 

59. "The Founding of Halifax" -- Akins 
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60. "The Founding of Shelburne" - - Collections of the N.B.Historical Society 

61. II Wolfe at Q,uebec11 - - Lorenzo Sabine, 1859 

62. 11 Army Administration in Three CenturUs 11 by Constitutionalist. ( 'I'his 
pamphlet inscribed in i nk -- 11 from Lady Haliburton") 

63. Sermon at the consecration of Bishop Binney of Nova Scotia, Lambeth Palace,1851 

6li. Pamphlet - 11 Ships and chanties of Liverpool, N.S.2 - - incomplete. 

65. "The Public Records of Mova Scotia, the history and. their present condition11 --

by Jo~ Plimsoll Edwards. 

66 . Pa.mplet -- 11 The Yarmouth Runic Stone11 

67. Survey for the Liverpool-Nictaux highway, 1799, showing courses and distB.nces, 
but giving no geographical detail. 

68. Original crown grant, with seal, of 6 ,000 acres on the shore of Antigonish 
Harbor, signed by Sir John Wentworth, 1807. 

69. Crown grant to Joseph Tinkham, Port Mouton, 1787. 

70. Gardner genealogy, 1760-1932, (manuscript with familyvtree) 

4 
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DEPl1RTr,'.EN T OF HI N 'S & HESOU CES 

Ot t mm , !'fa 20t h , l 46 . 

Dea r Colonel ,/int ers : 

rrhc pro posa l con t u i n .,d in your 
letter• of the 1st u lt mo , r egur i ng the ol d hone of 
Si a oo 1 Per k i 1 s , i ve r pool , N. .., . was very ca efully 
t::.nd s yr:..po t het cul consi ored by tho Historic Sites 
E:nd l,Ionucients Bos.rd of Cant.da 2. t its eeti 1g held 
here l a st week . 

The 16 bers felt , h O VJC.:l VCr , tha t 
t ho buildi ng cou l · not be clas ses as one of nat i o a l 
i mportanc e and they , a c c ordi!:c ly , wero unable t o 
l'e cornnend thu t the Do 1 t . '"'hcul · ;Jrovidc fun s fo r 
its upkeep and ru intenfi1c e . The Bo~ rd did cone i der 
t hut tl e :::.orvic es of 81.rwon Per kins we r e of a tion 1 
irr.portm:c c hnd r o co:~ .... r11encl, d tlw t a s u itoble r. ,mor i a l 
cor, r,1emora tine h is life work be erect€d . 

&l unablo t o Sc.J vrhen it ,::ill be 
po sib e for tho De partt cnt to pr oceed w t h this 
under t ak i n ._ u s , during tho 1,mr l)eri d , no nenorin ls 
wor e erect ed ur , co::.se quentl · , t here · s a no :iewhut 
.engt hy l ist of ·it e s on hand . 

Yours sinc er e ly , 

(Sgd) J . l llison Glen . 

co ) 



Mr . Th omas H. Raddall , 
1·iverpool, 
N . S . 

Dear Tom : -

Halifax , N•S• 
May 8, 1947 . 

No doubt you were ple ased to 
see the item of $50oo .oo,li sted in the capital 
est i mates f or · mprovements t o the Perlcins 
property. 

I do not know the complete plans 
of the Depart ment , but feel that we have 
accomplished our aim in interesting the Gov-
ernment in the historic value of t h i s place . 

If you have not already done so , 
I think it mi ght; be well to t ake the matter up 
with the Historical Society , so that you may 
be prepared to f ormal ly pass the property over 
to the Pr ovince . 

1.IDR/LC Mer r i ll D. 
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Dear Mr. Raddall: 

M I N IST ER O F INDUSTRY 

A N D P U BLICITY 

Halifax, Nova Scotia 
May 27th, 1947. 

Thank you for your kind letter of recent 
date. I am sure that all persons interested in the history and 
tradition of 'this Province can appreciate the interest tha t you 
and other public spirited citizens are t aking in such things as 
the Perkins Homestead.. It was with a great deal of pleasure tha t 
I read a story in one of the daily newspapers revolving around 
the Homestead and paying some but insufficient tribute to yourself 
and other members of the Q.ueens County Historical Society because 
had it not been for yourself and other members of the Society 
events recorded in the press might never have occurred. 

I agree with you that a ceremonial handing 
over would be appropri a t e and I should be pleased to be present on 
that occasion. Unfortuna tely I can not be with you on July 1st as 
I have another engagement for that day but if you could arrange to 
have it some other day I should be happy to join with you. 

Mr. Thos. H. Raddall, 
Liverpool, 
Nova Scotia. 

Yours sincerely, 

Minis er. 



DEPUTY M I NIST ER 

Mr. Thomas H. Raddall, 
Liverpool, Nova Scotia. 

Dear Mr. Raddall: 

H A LI FAX , N . S . 

May .30, 1947. 

Because of a minor reorganization in this 
Department, and increased pressure of other work, the resto-
ration of Perkins House will now be the responsibility of 
Mr. T. J. Courtney, Director of Information. I feel sure that 
he will find this work as interesting as I have done. 

With your permission I will retain the diary 
for a few more days, permitting me to note a few points 
which I found interesting. 

JWR:JM Yours very truly, 

J. W. Reside, 
Industrial Engineer. 
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Mr . rii J l n. Dird. 
35 ;t,a rll)orough Avenu ~. 
Halifa.x , ?! • S . 

De::\r Wi ll , 

Oc t ober 2, 1948 

, 
I ' m fiddr essin~ t h i s l ett er t o you priva t e l y because It t to 

voi d i f poss i ble a th mderin6 rol in of f icial quarters . I t conc er n r. t he 
Per k:i. r,s • o•.2s0 . : t i s non ove r ~- ye; r since t he P!'ov:i.nce ii.ccapt ed thi !l 
pr ::>per t y t:.S u ~ i f t f rom t he r~µ ee .s Countjr Hin tor i ca l Soc ie t y f or mi i n-
t enanc • r-s a Pr vincia monumen t ; end nmde an r..r1 r·01mc emen t t o thr t eff ect 
i n tho n ti ~".f ~papern . In t he. t; ti EJe nothi nt~ t.'h fl t evel' r.8~ been don.e i n t ho 
way of repai r o.nc rnnintenancc - - or evon to a ssur e t h& s af et:f of tho hou s e . 
Th o o ther day t hf) i 1s 1r-M C(: people i n:-orrned us tha t 1~l.e '<t .C . H . S . ".!o:.icy on 
t he house v!as &bout t o e xpi r e . and. t hfa t the l 'rovinc e a a ca r y ing no 
i n£urc. .ce on i , . ,e pr ompt ly r eneffed ow· policy, nl thm,eh this p; ::> e n~ uo 
i n t i~e ric;.icu ous !•Os i tion of cm:·r y ing i ns·nrnnce on a house wnich i n fa c t 

e do n .)t. p0s nest . A{:ai n , 'i n f or mer d~.ys we p6r ni t ted. a t enont to occu y 
part of t he hout e in return . or ci~re of tho property Bnrl fl smal l renta l . 
On tra ns fer r ing t he propert to the gov er nmen t nat u1·al l y we gE.ve t he tenvn t ' 
not i ce of di s ni . sol , and ~o t;h~ I: one; <:? h~ H :;tood emp t y f o r mor e t h 11 , ycRr . 

rd has a.ffo ci d t he u su&l t e'lll1 a ti on t sma.1 boys , end clur i nt~ t,he s umme r 
,e h r:c.1 t o son , t> gl a"' i er t o replRc e f:. n :truber of troktJn P--•ieu . 

r h.r,ve hlld seve r<>l corw0r .. 2t i ons ii.h ' 1 r:ril FPw i ng, wi.lo 
asH,ur t; s ne U F> t hen <lepart·mcnt n·· 11 unclert!t , 1·eDLirs an d. ft cer t ain ,"J'110unt 
of !'t.:!J t or1it i on ns 900 H.E ca.rpenterfl h' ve been ecured . Ho :ever i t i 0 too 
lato :.n i.he s ea.son nou to r,.tt,emp 211yth i g . a i d i t is cleE,r t hat t he hou se 
""ntr. t stand in its pr esent c ondi t i or1 f o:r c t i eas t ano ther six months . 
This g ives everyon here s0riou.s conc:f.lr n in vi ew cf t he fact thPt s o f ar 
n : govor~ment -cpar t en t uppea r s t o have a ny defin i t e re., nons i bili :, t o'l"ards 
tho property . (l,'avrcli ng e.ss ·es no t ha t t he ~ctua.l r e s pond , il i t y o t he 
houf;e is not i n h i s dep~r t men t ; he merely h: s char ge of t 3 e renei rs - -
w· an execu ,ed. . , The fate of t he other h i s tlmic hous e i n i ve r o ol - - t he 
Cobb horns , b li il t by a captai n of Gorham ' s Hc.ngers i n 1759 - - i : ti ll a 
viv i d me,, o:r he l'e . Afte r su r viv i ng f or 186 y e~.r s i t r~1 i · .... e :-.nd E'lmp ty 
f or t ne lvo mo nth. , t he i ne,ri t a ble vandal broke i n d set it afire. and 
t H0 olc hou se '/1 nt ·up i n s mo :e . Ther o .ms n good de&l of r ~c1·imi ne.t i on 
ovar ;hi s , and one outcome of the £tor ir. of i nd i gl".e ti oI\ v:e.£ f L d&t r mi r.A t i on 
to rnuko sur e t hat t he Pm.'Lins hous t! d i d no t go t he t.ane ' •a l~ . herefore 
t e Pn r '·inu h ou se -;;a.s *~ •p • err ed t n t . o Prov i nc i al governmen t f or ronP. i r 
and pe::-pe ';u; l c a re . A. . ow here i o the s a me nituat i on, and i f t he se,me 
neglect; cont i 11~.1e .., we slin 1 oee the !:: <ne r e sult . s ·pres i dent of t he 
Q.C .u.s . the ue ople a.r e l ooki ne to me to ~ e t s omet hing done , a na l SclcLll 
'be t he loc nl r>on t i f t . e present ~i t ue.t i on c ontinues much monge .· 

YE: t I c~nno t see t h8t ! h!\'1:e been g,.1il t :v of negl igenc e . f,; ,st 
sur'lmer a nd f e l l I wro t e Dever~.l l one; l e tte,:-s t o H,;.ro l d Co n.."loll;v on t he 
subj a.:: t . Then , l F.st \t i nter , I v:ent t o t he Province Bn ilc i nF, determi ned 
t o have a. per sonPl i nterv i ew with him or wi th t he Premi er . .As you wi l 
r acr l l , I met yo~, and y ou i nfor med me t hat I shoul d sae C urtney , s i nc e 
ed11 i n i ~t rr,ti on of t h e Per" i n s pr oJerty woul d come und ..-c r rd s de >;;r t me n t . 
Cour tney rece i ved me cour te 1us ly . but I qu ickl y d i s c overeo t h~ t e knew 
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nothin.g w~ tever about the m;:,tter . However he promised. to dig r.iy letters out 
of r. Connolly ' s fil es a.nc to follow it up . Si nce then I have heti.rd nothi ng 
frn 1 hir1 or r,nyone else . 

r'hen our provincie,l Historic Sites ~.n , onuments 3o, rd 1ss formed a 
y e!".r r,go I Msurned tti t tnc government intended. to administer t he Perkins 
(~nd other ) proport1os ·und r its direction. Since then we have hac:. two 
H-? etin~s . one i mmediately befo:re the openin~ of the Legislature , and t e 

other i n May . At the M y mee ting definite proposals were 11acle reP,Pr ding 
t he Perkin house and its c r:re and maintenance, but so fr a s I c~n see 
nothing has come of them. 

Pr e:nier £Ae c.:dona ld has several ti '!ea eJ(T)ressed. to me his deep i n t.arest 
in the Per kino uroperty . e~ I ~et him ~ta dinner a month or two ago he 
inforMed me t nat he was COMing to see me on hi r-i next visit to the Sou.th 
Shore , nnd t hat he wished to i nsoect the house . From his tall< it w.!l.e cl0a.r 
t n t he t.ho~..ht certairt things were being acco nplished , and 1 was s trong y 
t em ted to tell hi"!'! the miser ~ble truth. Howevei- I refrained., partly 
bec~mse t e ola in t r uth would p.ro·ba 'bly crea te trouble i ot. er qu rt ers 
with which i e '17ish to work in htt. mony, and partly bec~1.1s c he was bound .to 
le;.• rn the tru.th when !-1e a ctn.ally c · e . 'i'h<i t i s ho the situation s t a.nds ; 
bu t i have · forebodin,'b ol' di s a ter and I k now. very ;all the s torm of 
criticism w,1ich is bou..~d l.iO arise .hen the long tale of neg lec t is r eve l ed . 

hose fault it is , ! cc=, nnot say . .?os ni b ly i t i s no one 1 s fa.ul, but r r. ther 
, a failure t.:> fh: respons i bility for the proper ty upo~ partic·.ila r depart-

ment or officia l . at som~thing must "t1e done qu i ckly . The eens Co, n ty 
lHs t orica1 ... ociety begins its win.te meetin in l··ove;n ber and I tru.s t have 
something concrete to report . Alre[' dy there has be,m muc h cri ticis11 , c1 nd 
t he 11 1.i ve p~ol dvi:J1c.;1' ha :; Dl rcad7 de~ivered a SUH'o j ab i n a n e~i tori··l 
o~ t he subject. 

Sincer ely, 

I 

,, 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
35 Marlborough Ave., Halifax, N.s. Ethel Whyte 

October 6, 1948 

Dear Tom: 

Arrived home from Montreal last night 
and found your letter. I wonder you write as 
calmly as you do. Please burn this after, as it 
would mean t:oouble for me if read by others, but 
I want to be fair with you and talk straight. The 
premier is in New York, or I would have gon~ to him 
and asked a showdown. Our Minister is in New, and so 
is Tom Courtne7, who did not do a single thing after 
you saw him. In July Prof. Harvey and I got together 
and exchanged confidences. Being on the ground fioor 
with me on many matters he could understand the position 
of our Council. We decided to have a meeting with the 
Minister and call the cards. I tried three times in 
person to get him to meet us but he evaded the issue. 
I then went to the premier and told him that for this 
year just two things mattered, the Perkins House and 
the Uniacke House. He said we should get immediate 
action. I asked who would move and who supply the 
funds. He said the Public Works seemed the people to 
move and the matter of money would receive attention. 
Nothing happened. We tried once 110re in August to meet 
with the Minister but he would not. Then we simply- quit 
until such time as somebody lighted a fuse. There is bad 
blood between the two mentioned, and aJ.meet defiance. It 
is bound to break sooner or later into the open. I have 
no hope that as matters stand now the Minister will do 
anything. When the pt,emier returns I am going to him and 
risk all by talking turkey. I'll let you know results. It 
may be next week before he is back but you can rely on 
having word from me as to what Queens Co can expect. 

.lm tsying to form up a program for next year. You 
gave a grand talk at Toronto. Will you give one at the 
Convention here? Choose your subject. If you and lfugh 
McLennan will give talks it will have a good Nova Scotia 
flavor - the Convention, I mean. And we need just that. 

Sorry I have no brighter picture re the other. 

Sincerely, 



H::m . Herril l D. Ii&l'T(Hng, 
1 1anister of Hi gh11 ys & Public ~orks, 

H~L if~Lx, r .s . 
Dear .er r i11 • 

October Zth, 1949 

t 
T') 1 that the cold ':'l'eli ther h pra[ i cally u.pon us , and the 

nights ar t, quite fr osty, Erra~ements shoul d be made to turn off the water 
in the Perldns house , and d.rBin the nlu.mbing ready for ,,inter . J..n empty 
house like th i s , standing closed all~through t~e cool Fall weather , will 
freeze its 11 i 1 es ~ui cker t,hc-•m one tha t has been 1i vec1 in or rect<mtly used. 

e r !lps : should have ref.erred- this t o J i m Rf-s i de ins tea d 
of botheril'lg ~rou l"l ith a detail , but i t occurr ed t o me that Mr . 0onnolly 's 
dep~rtrnent r:iay .o 1 be respons ible for this '.dn6. of thing, ·.1hi ch case y ou 
cm1ld siP1ply pas s this letter a long to him an,d so avoid delay . 

With e·vory good wish, 

Sincerely, 

/ 
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/ !J:lc;-- E:!'C:Ct:,;.~ in J 1.;r~ ?ur.l{ t· C·~!!.~b•~ Tfi.to t;J.o lai,bi. JCn.) l _>11 i\ t1.\Jt; t: l'"~ r bJlc: 

plaqu installed by t hs Board occ·.1pi .. ll ·J;he ssaw2.rd f nc e of tu ::, ca.:l!'n . and 
of C ()llt~~ tLc O tl er :.:...r ... c, .f..:.cei .... .-.: l &fh\. o .a s~blu$ t o me t.:trnt .1.nsV 11.atio 1 

ol t he :..e-4ontc- Chc7npl a in pl a que on the l anuward face of the cairn t10,111 
fl lH.:,,':_; J c;. t,1 t r -;i-is :i. t,:n- t o 1•c~.d. it ,,i t.r.ou t t, t.001-, i ttt, , t.H~"i it. W~ il. C:. • kti! ;!!. ,a:j' ,otni ne 
fr om thd moani~g of the cairn . The ::Demont~- ~hn pl in µl. ue i s le~~ than 
1 ..... ~;' tne ui ze of ti..< .. i' I bn:.teurs. ' ~l ~ue ; i \.. i ti i: bt-,.mz ' • o.f gooct r or!c-
1vn h i . , nn•l with let terin.g :ri>ser11i:>1ing tlv·.t on t lit: ?ri vnt>ee:rs' -::,:.n,:r.1e . 

· I (lr-rf:uey ·thin in w1 u:nu.sua mi-:.t te2· f'or· yG,.1.r .Boar d , and qui h ;Jo&s i 'uly they 
will ish to ke ep the cairn , s it is . I 'Rish you wo,1ld ta .e it 1.0 ,;,it':'l t h e11 , 
ho 1.-; :er . Tl:.e co1St of lm,ttill n ,~ t he .'.lel-'.or1!;n- t,hru11plain pl q_U6 on the reverse 
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Dr. Thomas H. Raddall, 
Liverpool, N. S. 

Dear Raddall, 

F'UB !- IC A RCH IVES 
NOVA SCOTIA 

Halifax, N. s. 
November 3, 1949. 

Yours of the 31st came in yesterday. We missed you at the 
meeting of our Advisory Council but you will have seen from the minutes of 
the meeting what was done. We are still entirely in the dark as to what is 
in the Unicake house, etc., and apparently are not going to be consulted 
about the final arrangements. 

In re gard to the plaque to De } onts and Champlain, if you 
would be good enough t o give me a copy of the inscription and the measurements 
of the tablet I shall take the matter up with the Board at Ottawa at our next 
meeting. 

While we are on the subject, I should like to know if you 
would not allow us to erect a memorial at the entrance to the yard of the 
Perkins house as proposed some years a go. From our point of view the matter 
has already been approved , and if you are willing I shall consult you as to 
the inscription and go ahead with the pro ject. 

With best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 

ARCHIVIST. 



Dr. D.C . Har vey, 
Public Archives of Nova Scotia , 
Hal if x, N . S . 

Dear Doc tor HsrTey, 

November 16th,1949 

Last ni ght our Queens County Hi s torical Societ y 
held its first meeting of t he winter season, and I brought up the 
ma t ter of a memorial pl aque for the Perkins Rouse a s proposed by 
the national Historic Sites and Monuments Board. 

As I mentioned before,. the original objection her e was to a cairn 
or any l arge s t ructure to hold the plaque. because the f r ont lawn , 
while quite long, ls r a ther narrow, and it was felt that nothing 
should obstruc t the v i ew from the street . Tb.is remains the opinion · 
here. There seems to be an im .>ression t hat the Hi storic Sites and . 
Monuments Board has ~ s tandard struc ture to hol d its pla ques and 
tha t it cannot be varied t o suit some local condit·ion . I ventured 
an opinion t ha t this was not so, and t ha t the pl aque could be 
fas tened to the house i t self , f a iling an attracti,ve means of erec ting 
tt at the s t r ee t entrance. This met wi th approval , and the matter 
has been lef t in my hands as f ar as the local Society ts concerned . 

I run coming up to Halifax for a b11oadcast over the na tional netRDk 
on December 7th, and i f you could f ind a spare half-hour 1 think 
we can set tle t he thing . 

Sincerely , 



Thomas H. Raddall, Esq., 
Liverpool, N. S. 

Dear Dr. Raddall, 

PUB L IC ARCHI V E S 
NOV A SCOTIA 

Halifax, N. S. 
November 23, 1949. 

Many thanks for your note of the 16th instant. 
I shall be glad to see you when you come up on the 7th of December 
and I have no doubt that we can agree on some reccmmendation to the 
Historic Sites and Monuments Board about marking the Simeon Perkins 
house. I should like at the same time to discuss the inscription 
with you;so that I hope you will be able to spend more than half an 
hour here. 

Yours sincerely, 

)J. (!,. 

ARCHIVIST. 
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CHAIRMAr 1, J. CL A RENCE WEBSTER, C,M .G. , M. O., D . SC., LL.D., 

F.Rt s.c. , SHEDIAC, N .B. 
REV. ANiOINE O'ESCHAMBAULT, O.S.T., D,J.c., G ENTHON, M AN. 

PROFESSOR M, H. LONG, M.A., EDMONTON, ALTA. 
PR0FES~0R FRED LANDON, M.A ., F.R.S,C., LONDON, ONT, 

PROFESSOR WALTER N . SAGE, M.A., PH.0., F.R.s.c. , F , R. HIST.s .• 
PROFESSOR D. c. HA RVEY, M.A . , LL.D., F . R .s .c., HALIFAX , N.S. VANCOUVER, B.C. 

HON. E. FABRE-SU R V EYER, LL.M., B.C.L., LL.D., F.R .S.C. , 
: MONTREAL, QU E, 

CANADA WM . KAYE LAMB, M.A. , PH,O., LLD., OTTAWA, ONT. 

HON. THANE A. CAMPBELL, M.A . , LL.D,, CHARLOTTETOWN, P .E. 1. 

W. D. CROMARTY, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE, OTTAWA, ONT. 
i 

J. A. •GR t:...G O RY, NOR TH BATTLEFORD , SASK. 

HISTORIC SITES AND MONUMENTS BOARD OF CANADA 

Dr. Thomas H. Raddall, 
Liverpool, N. s. 
Dear Raddall, 

Halifax, N. S. 
December 15, 1949. 

Many thanks for the suggested inscription for the 
Simeon Perkins tablet. I shall send it along to the Board with the 
correspondence about the De Monts Champlain plaque and have everything 
discussed at our May meeting. 

Though your inscription is a little long I shall see 
that nothing essential is deleted. I think it covers the ground very 
well indeed. 

Yours sincerely, 

,o. e. 
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OFFICE OF THE MINISTER 

DEPARTMEN T OF TRADE 
AND !N D USTRY 

Halif ax, Nova Scotia 
June 26 , 1950 

Dear Mr . Rad ell : 

The Honourable Merril l Rawding has 
spoken to me of the desirability of r efur nishing t he Perkins 
building and has said that you are anxious to l end all possible 
assi s tance . Knowing this to be so may I venture t o a sk for 
help . Will you be good er ough t o suggest to me what furnitur e 
is already available i n the house and what additional furnish-
ings will be availabl e . 

I f it will be of any a ssi stance to you 
shall ask Mr s . Josephine Davison i n who se j udgment i n matters 

t his kind I have gr eat confi dence t o visit with you and look 
e situation over . Meantime I shall await your advise . 

Mr . Thomas H. Raddall , 
Liver pool, 
Nova Scoti a . 

I ./ 
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In Shard•town they sing ballads no more. Nor will you hear a chantey, for the 

cha.nteymen have vanished and the tall grass shines where once the, shipyards lay 

under a snow of chi ps and shavings. 

l 

It is a village enchanted. 1'here is the yellow dust of the street, the procession 

of dwellings down to the broad sheltered bay, where a fleet could anchor and only 

the lone fishing boa t flashes a riding sail; and there is the little church and the 

store and the dry-rotten fish wharf asleep in the sun, all sti l l as death. 

Ha l.f the houses are empty, with blinds dr .wn and faded and forgotten, and grass in 

the kitchen path. 

The people are pleasant but silent. They SJ:1ile and vanish. Down by the waterside, 

in the lee of a tottering shed , you may find an old man on a cushion of disca rded 

net, with worn boots thrust out before him, with a frown to shield his old eyes from 

the shine of the sea, and a dream on his face. 

A ballad 1 Peo le don't sing ballads now, A chantey 1 Hn ! Where's the need 
\ 

and no sails to haul 7 If you persist he will swea r great oaths that have a 

strong t as te of the sea, and he wills y, 11 Och, man, yes; but that's too long ago. 

That's back in the time of Blind Ma cNair. 11 

And who was Blind MacNair? 

• 

Before Shardstown became enchanted, the village stood pretty much as it stands now, 

but alive, with a smell of new-sawed wood in the air, and the sounds of hammer and 

adz, and the cla ck-clack of cal king mallets. They built good ships in Sh~r dstown 
e then. T"ne hulls graw by the waterside with their bows prits reaching over the roBd. 

A blockmaker and three families of coopers carried on business in sheds behind their 

homes, a.nd a 'busy sailmaker squatted with palm and needle amongst billows of canvas 

up there in the long sail loft. The village blacksmith made ironwork for vessels 

three parts of the year; in winter he shod oxen and horses and fitted sled runners 
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HISTORIC SITES AND MONUMENTS BOARD OF CANADA 

Dr. Thomas H. Raddall, 
Liverpool, N. s. 
Dear Raddall, 

Public Archives of Nova Scotia, 
Halifax, N. s. 

July 4, 1950. 

At the meeting of the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of 
Canada in Ottawa early in June I took up your proposal of having the 
plaque to De Monts and Champlain erected on the back of our monument 
to the Privateers and was able to secure the approval of the Board for 
that purpose. I imagine you will get official notice from our Secretary 
in a few days if you have not already received it. 

I also got pennission from the Board to erect a standard 
tablet on the Simeon Perkins house al though ordinarily we do not place 
our tablets on a wooden building. I enclose a copy of the inscription 
which was approved. It is your original inscription slightly modified 
to get it within the limit of the number of letters that the tablet would 
take. As this will not be cast until next winter, if there is anything 
in the inscription that you object to please let me know and I will have 
the correction made. 

I have not heard of any developnents in our own local 
Council but I hope that something more will be done than hitherto. 
With best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 

ft, 
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OFFICE OF THE MINISTER MINISTER OF HIGHWAYS 

ANO PUBLIC WORKS 

July 5th, 1950. 

Dear Tom:-

For your personal and confidential 
information I am attaching file of correspondence re the 
Perkins House. You will note that I have used your name in 
a recent letter to Mr. Connolly, and undoubtedly you will 
hear from him. I have this week requested Mayor Wright to 
have the grass cut and the place cleaned up, so it will at 
least look presentable for the time being. 

Mr. Thomas Raddall, 
LIVERPOOL, 
Nova Scotia. 

Kindly return the enclosed file. 

Yours very truly, 

Minister of Highways & Public Works 
Province of Nova Scotia. 
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Dear Merrill, 

Thanka tor your le\\er ot the 5th, and tor 
l ettin« • • eee the correepondence, which I . return herewith. 

I baYe been ex\reaely bully, otherwiee I 
haYe ar r anged tor \he graes to be cut around the 
Houae. HoweYer I bad t hat the would be 
res\orln« the lawn in tront of the houee, and tlxing up the 
car entrance Church Street, as reco-ended by 
l ast 7ear. !hie certainl)- be done . The coat would not 
be au.ch. 

I t the new post otflce erected on the eite 
ot the Elmwood, as ruaored, we haYe a with 

A number ot people cot into \he habit or paes in« 
through the property, a s a quick way ot get ~inc from 
t he Western Head road to Main S\ree\ . There weren't•~• and 
b7 erecting fence• and locking t he we manaced to die- . 
courage Howner, with the•po•t office right alongeide 
\he •• ehall haYe a con\1nuoue of people 
elipplng down that wq r a \her than go around \he block. '!'be 

to diecourage thi• 1• right at the etart. The present 
fence ( a e boys haYe can be circua-
naYipted by paaaing oYer the edge of .A.rmand W1ggleeworth 1e 
property , which 1• unfenced. fhe beginning of a pat ha• _ 
alrea~ appeared, and in another 7ea.r we baYe a beaten 
road right dolfll t hrough the property. 

I baYe had a letter trom Mr. Connolly 
t hat he down a furniture exper t, 
t o look oYer the houae and diacu H with • • what will be needed 
to complete the pl ace•• a public exhibit. I ha.Ye written, asking 
him to eend her •down . I leaYe with Edith with a week'• 
holidq at I shal l leave the keys to the 
property wl th llector Macleod • I n the meantime I h&Ye dropped lv 
• note to Mr . Connolly' •ug~es ting that Mrs. come down 
some time after t he 17th, when I ehall be home a.gain. 

With eYery «ood 

Sincntrel7, 

Hon . u .D.Rawding 
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Hon. Harold Connolly, 
•tnister of Trade and I11du.1Jt17, 

ir.11l1f 31, 11 .s . 
Denr Harold, 

re Perkins Bouse 
I 

July 19th, 1950 

Mrs. ~osepbine l,aylaon caee to LiYerpool on the tenth of this 
•onth, and we went. oTer the house caretull7 and dillc11ssed the J1J&tter ot 
f'urn1sh1ng 1 t, 

When Slaeon Perkins dl•d, his widow ud full7 remoTed to tho Uri1te4 Statn, 
taking with tbn all the furniture and eff'ech, lnclu.dlnc hi• now 
die.J7. About fifty yen.rs ago the town of LiYerpool U11a«ed to secure return 
9t th~ diary. Wothing •l•• ner cue back. Thu.a our prob1et'!. in the Perkin• 
House 11 one of complete re-turntahin«, 'being careful to use uter1al 
appropria te to the period 1766-181~'. in which Perr.inn lh·ed h3re. 

The Qµeea County Historical Society bas a tew bite of antique furniture 
stored ln e abed at the bac\c of th• house; but these cons ist ot chair• and 
a siull 't able or two e.nd a atdeboard, none of trhich match ench other, and 
all 1n n r ather poor condition. 

Ure. DE.Tison ag,ree$ w1t.h rq suggeaU011 that the house be ,f u.mhhed two or 
\Mee roon a t a t1ae. Thia would spr e&d the coat over four yelirs or so, 
and would enable the job to be done caretull.7. uericr,..ns , most of who• haTe 
seell ~ood colon-lal restorations 111 t.'ielr ow country, are Tfft7 keen Jude•• 
of what 1s right and wrong, fl.nd are qulck to :point out aistakea~ on the 
other hand the7 are T&ry apprecia t1Ye of what la good, and will talk about 
U and aend the1r ·frlen4a to see it -- the Tery beat sort ot adYert18ing. 
The PeTkins ltouae b a little en of colonial archit&etltJ'e. tlH_,, restoration 
work has been well alld CAl'efully done, and with the furn1Bh1n«r. " in key" 
wu s~ll bava soaethin« of wbleh Non Scotia can be ~roud. 

I hes,1 \ate to otfeT advice in \he actual selection of turnl ture and bric-a.-
brae. My atudle• of colonial lnterlor t'u rnlsb1ng AS.Ve been 11o.de with a view 
to its historical aspects and I aa no 1108.lle an ex:pert on anti<._wues. It 
s&ea11 to •e tha t a start ahoulc1. b-8 mado by tvn1sh1ng three ground-floor 
room: the sitting dintu: rooa ,and kl tchen. '?he t1l tti.!ll; romi should 
h&Ye &t least fOt'U' chairs, a t 11.ble and settee or sofa, preferably Shera ton, 
Chi ppundale or Hepplewhite, a amnll centrnl carpet, and ot course the proper 
window hangings, 8 gilt airror. ono or two prints, etc. 
The dlning room should ha•e an ex\ena1on t ble, sh: aha1rs of a llngle dedgn. 
a Bldeboard, and the necessary hangings and bric-a-brac. The kitchen ahould 
be furnished in the aiapleet IW.ftner of the early New ?.ngl81ld pioneers •ho 
ca.e \o t he South Shore; a high-be.eked pine settle of good slse. at least 
four l adder-back chairs, or two ladder-back• and two ~tndsor• (the ~indsor• 
refera.bl.y of' the tn,e with whl ttled pine seat& ) , a good-e1aed 

table (of the tres tle type if possible), a lArge llooked rue, a good collection 
of pewter and chin.aware for the shelYea and pantries, etc. 



• 
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The poa11b111t7 or picking up auch piece• singl7 about the local area 
h not a good one. This part of the country, ao close to the Beaton •rket, 
ha& been scoured bT aertcan antique deEslera tor halt a ceu\UJ'J'. A muaber 
of tuiliea haTe excellent colonial furniture ot Tarlou kinda, bu.t the•• 
are he1rlooa• and a au:rT97 conducted by the QQ.eena Count7 Historical Society 
ehowed that none could be bought or rren secured on loan except tor one or 
two iaolat&d pieces. 

Hon•er there 1• at th1~ aoaent an excellent collection co!l11ng up for sale 
in \laholle. 't'hi• 1s the collection of the late Pen:y Ing_lis. ?he w.111 bas 
not 'been probated a9 yet, but I understand that the eollecUon baa been left 
entlrel.T to hl• niece, Ules QJiinlan. Wlth Kn . DaYlaon I T1s1ted the In,;11• 
houae, and iUas ~uinlnn showed us the whole collectlon. /1. great port o.! it 
condau of gl -ssn!'e and chiu~.w.i:.re, but there 1• s011e excelleat f1ll'ft1ture. 
All or this wa• collected in Lunenburg and Queen• cotmtiee, mad there 1• 
dQ.DC(fr that the collectton bo pu.rchesed bJ' soae ARtirics n de!t.ler and taken 
out or the country for ever. 

e found ' 11as ~nlan anx1ouo to aee tb I \he collectlon remained 1a th• 
country, ua.t ot course she wanb to aell it as a 1'hnle and to obtain the 
beat possible price for i t. Presumr~bl7 ehe will bf1,y9 an a ppl"Bie&.l me.de . 
before cone1der1ng nn:r bids, and we got her to pro~lse tha~ she would~ 
.notify the Nova Scotia Gcn-ernaent before she cold. '.l'bftt of. course we.u as 
fer as we could go. I understand that the tlra of Henr., Blrta & Sona are 
sendlat; dow an e.xpfft to nporatae the glaH and cMnsware a.ad imke e. bid 
for 1 t. and that & nuaber or >..merlcane fro• the Cher;t•r colof17 (l.l'e Yer, 
anxious to baTe 1t. 

'rhe Perkins J!o,:iJe could uoe a6-st of the furniture arl'i sotae o:t' the ;,eiwter, 
gla H and chln,are, as wel 1 ae sund!y framed pr1nta, and a qus.ntUJ" of 
bed coTers, hagings and oti:ler be&ut1full7 11&'1.e amterial. f't1e rest of the 
glasaware, chlm1ware and elmUar aater1al would be very usetuJ. in the 
Bali'blu'ton house, Ka,int Uniacke, lln:l other h1ntor1c ht.n1ea which the GoYerri-

now baa, or secure in the future. !n &n7 case. Harold, thil seetn 
\o ae rm o -,pQrtunU.y -,t to be To l•t un•qu• collection go out 
of Nova Scotia at this time when we are tr7ing to preaerve •bat rei:ain of 
our h1atorlc ho ... wauld be a criu. You ere n m.:'Ul of .ction afid thers is 
no need for •e to u!)h,-,.91ze \be need for ru»Yin,; quickly in a of such 
l11pc,rtance. 

7'1th every good wish, 

Sincerely, 
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OFFICE OF TH E MINI STER 

Dear Tom: 

DEPART MEN T OF TRADE 

A N D INDUST RY 

Halifax, Nova Scotia 
July 25th, 1950. 

Thank you so much for your letter of the 
19th. In my opinion you are absolutely right in respec t to 
the Inglis collection. Indeed before your letter reached me 
I had mentioned this matter in Government and although there 
was general accord that the antiques should not be allowed to 
get out of the Province I have not as yet been able to get a 
final decision. I shall keep after this matter however and 
shall hope that we may be able to purchasej the collection 
referred to or the major portion of it and keep it for use in 
Nova Scotia. 

Mr. Thomas H. Raddall, 
Liverpool, 
Nova Scotia. 

Yours sincerely, 



DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

BRANCH 

CANADA 

DEPARTMENT 
OF 

NATIONAL PARKS AND HISTORIC 

SITES SERVICES 

RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT 

Ottawa, 7th November, 1950. 

Dear Dr. Raddall, 
The Historic Sites and Monuments 

Board of Canada, which acts in an advisorr capacity 
to this Department in all matters of an historical 
nature, has declared the public services of Simeon 
Perkins to be of national importance and that they 
should be commemorated. 

Professor D. C. Harvey, of Halifax, 
informs us that he has had some correspondence with you 
on the subject and it has been concluded that the most 
appropriate location for the proposed bronze tablet 
would be on the Simeon Perkins' house, which has been 
taken over and improved by the Province of Nova Scotia. 

The proposed tablet, which is 
similar in design to that shown in the attached photo-
graph, measures approximately 33 inches in height and 
20 inches in width. I should be very much obliged 
if you will let me know if permission will be granted 
to nlace the tablet on the building in question. In 
this event, your views as to the most appropriate 
location for it would be very much appreciated. 

Dr. Thomas H. Raddall, 
President, 

Queen's County Historical Society, 
Liverpool, N. S. 

Yours sincerely, 

C. G. Childe, 
Acting Su~er1ntendent 
of Historic Sites. 



' 

Mr. C .G .Ghilde, 
A/Sup•t. of Hiatoric Sit••• 
Dep't. of B-esourcea and Development. 
Ottawa. Canada. 

Dear Mr. Child•• 

November 13th.1950 

With regard to yolll" letter of 7th NoTeaber and the 
propoaed tablet co•emorating the public aervicee of Simeon Perkin,: 
our Society heartily the matter. We have traneferred actua.l 
ownership of the Perkins house to the Province of Nova Scotia, which 
has conducted repairs and restoration under the eye of the Htatoric 
Stte1 Advisory Board, of which I am a member. Therefore please con-
sider this letter permhston to instal the proposed ta'blet. After 
consulting members of our Societ7 here, and Dr. D.O.Harve7, I find 
that the beat e1te for the tablet 1• upon the house itself. beside 
the front door, and to the 'tf/:' of it aa one enters the hou••· 

Your, truly, 

I 



DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

BRANCH 

CANADA 

DEPARTMENT 
Of 

NATIONAL PARKS AND HISTORIC 

SITES SERVICES 
RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT 

Ottawa, 16th November, 1950. 

Dear Dr. Raddall, 
I wish to thank you for your 

letter of the 13th instant, stating that actual 
ownership of the Simeon Perkins house has been trans-
ferred to the Province of Nova Scotia, but that vour 
Society is agreeable to this Service affixing a bronze 
tablet to the memory of Perkins on the outer wall at 
the right of the front entrance. 

In view of the above I have been 
wondering if it might not be desirable to aiso obtain 
permission from the Province to affix the proposed 
tablet to the building. Should you consider this 
action desirable, would you kindly let us know the 
name and address of the proper officer with whom we 
should communicate on the subject. 

Dr. Thomas H. Raddall, 
President 

Queens eounty Historical Society, 
Liverpool, N. S. 

Yours sincerely, 

C. q. Childe, 
Acting Su~er1ntendent 
of Historic Sites. 
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lilr. C.G.Ohilde, 
Jfa.tional Parka & Bhtor1c Sites S:erv1ce5 , 
.Dept . of Rescurcen & Developaent, 
Ottawa, CD.n~da.. 

Lear fir.. Chi lde , 

Nov.23rd, 1950 

With regard to~ your letter of the 16th, 
it ·would be difficult to· say at the pres•t time what officer 
of the Provincial goTcrnment could giYe permission for the 
installe.tion of the tll.blet on the Perkins house 1n LiTerpool . 
Responsi blli ty for th.is 1:.nd sc:vere.l !iimilar his taric sites is 
now susp~nie :3. somewhere lJe t wCt:L the Departnent- of Pu blic Works 
and. th& nev. :,, named Department of Public s~rv·icea , in the 
ma.nner of Mahomet 1s c offin .. E::i1:vver 1 the Dep,r..rtncnt ,frlich 
event-ually hes jurisa.iction will submi t e.11 2uch m.&.tt.e.rs to the 
Hhtor1.c Sites 11.dv'sor;y Council. of whtch Dr . D.C .&rvay and I 
.=...re aember!l . Harvey br ought U.!) ~ho matter of the Uc1.tio1U!,l Parks 
El'.nd Historic Sites tablet at a meeting of the Advisory Council 
t".ome tilc,e ago, and r.h.en I ,~reed wi th hi s sugeestions there was 
no objection f rom the other members, indeed the cha.irn::tn dia 
not c onsider i t nec essary to ;iu t the nmtter to a. vote . 

,, 
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Aueu,at 22nd. 1951 

:0.ar l>octor Harvey. 

Tbanka for your note. I ahould 
· -'•• 11enUol\\'Jd t h~t the Perkins plaque we,• f a atened 
, o the outsi de o:t_ the houae, to the lett of the 
f r ont door, 11..-:.ere t here wa• a better apace tor 1 t 
tha.ry on thA rt?ht, ~.nd where the bra•• bolt• (which 
run right through t he w.nll, ot coura'e, and are held 
·t,y n1,ts on the ins ide 21.ra conYenlentl7 hidden by 
the in\ f,rior .:loors , 

1ih ra~~rd t o t he unYeillng, 
fr (.nkl~ ! sh~ •ld de:f' er 1 unt il t he bouae 1s open 
Li t ,1,3 T')Ub11c . • othi nr, hr.s been one s ince the 
c n.r_pE>n t ;,,r~,. lef t i n tht1 sw .r.!· r_..' of •l~9, 1n spi t"' of 
r.l l o,u- cf'+·orts \-r:l. rn-,c, • t r?.t1.cns . S1he chhmeys 
w~re ltbf t uncovered. a..11.d t he sallows haYe dle l onced 
q1 M,t.1 t ie ,J of soot' which hne scattered o't'8r the 
fl ors . S-;Ji. G.ers l.'lV1' b l!ten 'atury fr\)m c e 1.7:t.:r- t o at t ic, 

d t .. ~r e 11 t he u s•nl ncci.t~lation ()f <hut l n £:i.D 
erapty hou e. :,~-, wi f e Rn~ I went i n and c l eN1ed up 
t ho me~ s o~i·l:: i n t he ~u.~,.,,,. . bu\ I notlc•d t r.e 
other day that i t wss effort waated. 

e got a man to go in and aow 
and r emoTe t he l on~ t:r~•• al l o••r the but 
thq a re moet unk:•pt, the entrance path ti o·Hr grown 
w1 \h weed8, nnd the i,hri1ba " r• A tangle. Altogether 
i t looks like so11othing out of lU p 'f e.n 'P.inkl•. ETen 
if theae aa.tter• were put atra ight, the houae would 
atill be et~ •pty except for the 1:listorlcal Soc-
iety '• small collection in the ell, which baa been 
damage d badly by the dellpn9ea ot tour TMrS in 
the empty house that it aak:ea •• alok •••17 tiae I 
eee i t . Of cour••• it might be a good idea to let 
t he Pr .. ier (end the public) haY• a good look at it 
i n t his s t a te; but I ! Har 1 haie cynical after 
all th• eapt7 proml•••• and it••••• to•• that we 
can expect the stalling to go on u,ntil the next 
election 7 ear. 

Sincerely, 

.. 
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NATIONAL PARKS 

BRANCH 

CANADA 

DEPARTMENT 
OF 

NATIONAL PARKS AND HISTORIC 

SITES SERVICES 

RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT 

Ottawa, 25th January, 1952. 

Dear Dr. Raddall, 
As it is customary to have · 

all memorials which we erect under reliable super-
vision, I should be vecy much obliged if you would 
let me know if you would be willing to act as 
Honorary Custodian of the tablet we affixed to the 
Simeon Perkins house last year• to commemorate the 
public services of Simeon Perkins. 

This will involve no duties other 
than casual supervision of the tablet and the furnishing 
of a report once a year showing its condition. 

Dr. Thomas H. Raddall, 
President, 
QP..een's County Historical Society, 
11 verpool, N. S. 

Yours sincerely, 

C. G. Childe, 
Superintendent, 
Historic Parks 
and Sites. 



.. 

near r.tr . Childs~ 

~1 h ra~~r t o ou~ lette~ of J~nueey 

25th and the tablet on the Si meon erki ns hrnise. ~he 

1952 Presid nt of tho Qtleen!'t r ountv Pis t.o!'ie,J tloc.iet:7 

i s Mi-. c. Arm ·o:l: :-Jh ~:r, Liver . ool . !? . $ . tr you 1sh 

to ~ct e.s honor~.ey ,_ult o.1 .., of the u 1;ble .. am <r,11 ~e 

happ:r to do ~!). I OP.11 report. f or t res a t. t h&t t:he 

tab et en . 1t~ f s ten.! gs re !.'\.in\ in exce1 lent condi ";ion . 

t.:'!1nceTely • · 

Hr . C.H. Childe, 

Superi!'ltendent , 

Historic Parks and Sites , 

Dept . of Resources ~nd Develop!lent, 

Ott~.w&, C1tna1e. . 

I , 



T . P . LUSBY 

CH IE F ENGINEER 

Dr. . H. ad.da 1 , 
iverpool, N. 

eFlr r. Radd 1: 

NOVA SCO TIA 

PUBLIC WORKS BRANCH 

J.if£~ - ' 
uly 

. ' 
952 . 

At t he Honourab e Mr. Ba~ding 1s suggest on, con acted Mr . 
orge Watson whom we met at Sturbridge conce rning the possibil ty 

of ob aininP reproduct ons o o on a. ·ni ture appropriate r 
the Perk " s R uc;e. had P.. so sug ested to Mr. \ atson t . e poss -
bi y of h s com ne: to to adv se us. nfor_ ,mate y 
Watson wou d be unab e o c ome the ne ure but hHs 
s ggested that I give im a ro h h s ory of the Perkins property; 
who o. ne Perk: ' ns was, here he e;rated rm, fr what r eason 
and h " s c · cu s t ances . Mr. 1 at on bl'IS a '30 requeste tru=it sen 
h m some inte or photogr phs of the house. 

am afra a that a.m not too fami ar with the er kins 
his ory myself and do not seem to have the necess r y inf ormFit on 
here. wi apprecia e t if you w f, ve me a ew nes 0 

n or '1~tion concerning Perkins and the House wh ch miE;ht be of 
to Ir. a son ins ggeste u niture. 

Int e mat er 
wil SUf'"'es t to me 
m e;ht ontact to 

of ::rho t of'rephs, I wou d a:-inreci.ete it · · you 
a, comni.erci al p 10 to{TA: her n i VerJ:OO ,r~10 

:we nictures of the V"':rious ron tP1::e11. 

n,o; :rou for ~rot,. o-oyieration i n mPt. ... er, 

TP / DK 

e n 



Works, 
/ 

Regarding the Perkins house a.t lJ.verpool. Mr. Bedle7 
l>ot:, took a aeries ot •~cellent photograph• ot the Perldna house, inaide 
and out, a few :,ears ago, and l sugges\ that yao. eead a aet of to 
Kr. George Wataon at Sturbrid&9. Dot:,•• photo• the house aa it waa 
Just betore the restoration work ot 1949, but ll<>thinc has been 
changed e1aent1all.7. I auggest that you send bia alao a cop:, of the plan 
of the house 118.de by your departant and used bf the contracior durin& the 
restoration work. 

Colonel 11meon Perkin• ns a naU•• of 1.onrich, Connect-
icut. Ha moved to Nova Scotia as a 7oung aan 1n 1762 and settled at Li-Yer-
pool. At that tiae he was a atrugglinc aercbant dealing in fish and l1111ber 
and operating one or two small shipa in the trade between Nova Beotia aad-
tbe fleet Ind1••· Bence I think three of the rooaa (aq lcitchen, one of 
the sittingroom and a should be furnished and decora ted in the 
very plain and simple style of a Connecticut YankH of that period living 
in a small provincial. town. 

As ihe years weut 97 Perkins slowl:, prospered. In ao.dit1on 
to his aercantile interests he became colonel of the local ailitia, a 
magistra te, and .. mber of the •oTa Scotia leg.ialatur•. and he entertained 
the Governor and other visiting dipitariea in thia house. Be began to 
be a oderately proaperoua a;u.rt11g the jlrench wars which commenced in 1793. 
In those wa.ra (which luted the rest of b.ia life) he owned share• in lova 
ScoUa privateers enpged in at..ta.cks upon i rench and Spanish trade in tbe 
West lndi••• Theae ·aluiiP• Drought 11811T cargoes of captured north to 
NOTa scour... and undo~eclly about this t.illl8 Perkins began to furnish 
of his houae in a 110re luxurious at7le. a.nee l think the other two bed-
rooms and the 118.in parlor &hould turnlshe and decorated in the st:,le 
of a middle-class le~, England or Jlova Scotia merchant and ahip-owner in 
the period of 1795-1812. .Perkins w~ neTer a rich aan and he lived aodeatl.7 
within his aeana. _The fUJ'n1sh1ng of the house ahould reflect this kind of 
life. He died. in 1812, fort.y-slx ,-aars after the house was built. lie kept 
up correspondence with his old friend.a and family' 1n Connecticut all his 
life and at long intervals went back there for a Tisit, like of the 
Hew ll:nglandera who settled 1n BO'Ta SCotia Hfore the Revolution. A careful 

1 study- of hb diar:,, , kept for than 4o years, conTincea ae that Perkins 
lived exactly' like a.rq aoderately proaperoua Connecticut aercbant or ahip-
owner of the period -- wb.lch is the period of Sturbridge 
village. . . 

S1ncerel.T, 



T . P . LUSBY 

CHIEF ENGINEER 

• Thomas Raddall, 
Liverpool , N. S. 

NOVA SCOTIA 

PUBLIC WORKS BRANCH 

lifa.x, N. S., 
September 29, 1952 • 

Re: erkins House, Liverpool 

Dea r Dr . Raddall: 

As you know I have contacted Mr. George H. 
Village concerning the poss ib "lity of obtaining 
House. Whe I originally conta.cted Mr. Watson, 
Rawding 1s dea thB pos sibly we could obta n n 
manuf actured repr ductions of old furn ture. 

iatson of O d Sturbridge 
furnit ure for the Perki s 
it was the Honoufr-ble r. 

he nited Sta.tes recent y 

was i n Massachusetts last week on a holida and called at 
Sturbridge to discuss th· s matter furthe r with Mr. Tatson and Mrs. fa tson 
who, you w 11 r ecall, operates an antique store. Mr . and Mrs. v ts n 
tell me that the purchase of reproduced furniture would probfl.b y cost 
considerabl more than picking up authe ti c pieces of old original 
furniture for this hous e . n fact, hey showe me a fe,-1 pieces· wh ch they 
had available and o whi ch he prices seemed ve ry e8$0na le ; for ' n tPnce 
a chest of drawers i n t he vi cinity of J5.00. 

As a fi rst step and in order to get some idea of how much money woul 
be involved before procee ine; with any purchases, -Ir. Uatson h s suecested 
th2.t if I e hi:i.ve an inventory of tie contents of the erki ns House that we 
could send this to him and he and ,f s. Watson woulc1 est:->blish what 
fu niture they cou n ohtain together with prices. 

I assume that if Simeon Perkins had made an nventory at an t e 
which w s preserved in his records, yo w · ld know of it and pos i bly have 
a copy . I will anp eciate i t if you wi advise me f such an nven o 

s n existence and your lett ng me have a copy if you have it ava lable. 

Thanking you for your co-operation, 

TPL/DK 



OFFICE OF THE MINISTER 

Dear Tom : -

MINISTER OF HIGHWAYS 

AND PUBLIC WORKS 

April 13th, 1953 . 

1 learned that Mr s . Geo Wat son of 
Sturbridge , Mass is expected to arrive in Nova Scotia 
on April 20th. She will probably fly to Halifax , and 
be driven to Liverpool by Mr . Thos . Lusby,.' Either Mr. 
Lusby or I will contact you by phone when her arrival 
date is determined, as I am most anxious that ~ou be 
available while she is in Liverpool . 

Mr . Thos , H. Raddall , 
LIVER OOL, 
Nova Scotia. 

Yours very truly, 



T . P . LUSBY 

CHIEF" ENGINEER 

Dr. T. H. Raddall , 
Liverpool, N. S. 

Dear Dr. R ddall: 

NOVA SCOTIA 

PUBLIC WORKS BRANCH 

Ha.lifraX, N • • J 

A:rril 15 , 1953. 

I believe the Honourable Mr. Rawding has discussed with you the visit 
of Mrs . 1 atson to recommend concerning furniture for the Perkins House. 
In addition to this, as I believe you know, Mrs . Watson has agreed to give 
a ta k to the Queens County Historical Society on Tuesday evening which 
meeting I understand is to be held in the Town Hall. Mrs. Watson is 
bringing either moving ictures or slides of Sturbridge Vill .ge. The 
Honourable Mr. Rawding hes arre.nged with someone in L verpool concerning 
this and tels me that both a 60 millimeter movie p ojector will be avail-
able there and also a slide projec or. 

Mrs. Watson expects to arrive here by plane Monday evening. She will 
spend the night in Halifax and will take her to Liverpool on Tuesday 
morning and will contact you immediately on arrival which as ume will be 
sometime before noon. 

twas my i ntention originally to return to Halifax in the evening, 
however, in view of the meeting t may be so la.te that Mrs. tson would 
prefer not to drive back to Halifax. I would ap reciate it if.xou would 

---.......,.__... ~,----. -----..... ----~ 
make teE-~,-~rran_ ~~£._nt~_l_J.9..ttl_!,~~~j9_t __ .£.§,~,.~ .t...s.QI1-_JgtfLJ;;i.yse_lf 
a though actually I would prefer to return to Halifax after the meeting if 
this ha pens to suit Mrs. Watson. 

I explained to the Honourable 1r. aw ing that .s our rrancer11ent s are 
dependent on plene service, there is always the poss "bi ity there might be 
a delay in rs. '\i at son I s arr · val, hm,rever, in view of the fp t thBt she 
expe ts to arrive Monda:• evening, · t is unli e y t ha t any delay would occur 
which would ·n erfere with the meeting scheduled for esday evenine. There 
is, however always the possibility of t his occurring. 

With my regards , 

our~y, 

~:.-Li;,7 
hief Engineer. 

TL/ DX Per dft:7 



I\, ' • · 

Mr. T. P. Lusby 
De artment of Hiehways 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 

Dea.r Mr. Lusby: 

C 
0 

p 
y 

S ttu·brj_ c\::;e , HA.ssachusot, ts, 
Hay 5, 19.'.JJ. 

The very handsome fova Scotian f· ag arrived yesterday with the 
publicity boo'- ets . Thank you very much, 

have written two letters concerning i nformation on Mr. Simeon 
Perkins. One has been answered today . I shall cover the details et a 
later date when more information is read . 

hank you for t1e three sets of prints of the Perk ns Pro erty. 
They wil be very useful to cross reference i nformation to you on the 
fur11i shings . I sue :_est to loce te the furniture on the lan wi t h a 
photogra h of furniture to accom any the plan and have each photograph 
numl1ered and the information g ven on the back . 

There is a question tn my mind as to how fast this can be done as 
some pieces of furniture will be &.vi able before others . 

\ i 11 you lease keep in mind that you a re under no obligat i on to buy 
anythin~ from me but I do wish you wou]d. consider furn s_ ing t~1e house 
with pieces of furniture of the period of the house . I n most all cases 
the ol d f urn sbings wil he ess expensive than a reproduction, 

It will give you ti,10 t ings; authentic reference for visi tore; Rnd 
school e;roups ancl a very pleesin__,, comforta le look to the h-:mse . I woulc 
like to have the house look , in t e end, e.s th0uc:h Hr . Per:dns Wb,s out ut 
st il Ji vi n:::: ir> the r_ous e . 

I hA.ve nov ne'""rly enoue;h things to su.;gest for furnishin_: t:ie dm-rnstairs 
bedroom . Do you wish e to send the :plan a"lcl photoera:rhs f0:v- thl s e roon 
el one v _.en r0ad.y? 

I would like to get the ictures of the furniture which you have in the 
house so they can be worked into the lan . 

I also think I can get together some things for the kitchen and a desk 
for the office . I shall wait to hezr from you . 

It was very pleasant to have Mrs . Lusby and her friends out here for the 
day but i t wes all too short a visit. 

Enclosed is a list of expenses covering my visit. 

(sgd . ) 

Yours very truly 

Fera yn G. Watson 



T . P . LUS B Y 
CHIEF ENGINEER 

Dr . T. H. Raddall , 
Liverpool , N. 

Dear r. Raddall: 

NOVA SCOTIA 

PUBLIC WORKS BRANCH 

Halifax, M. • , 
Ma 12 , 19.5.3. 

I am enclosing copy of a letter received from Mrs . Watson 

for your information. n connection with the photographs of the 

furniture , am not sure whe ther you or Mr. Day arranged to 

have these pictures taken . Evidently Mrs. Watson is anxious to • 
have these now as soon as possible and I wi ll appr eciate 

anything you can do to have them 

TPL /DK 
Enc . 



June 19th, 195-' 

Dear r.r. Lusby, 
• 

'f'hanka for your letters r ee;ardine the furniture 

,.re . Watson ia gathering f'or t h e 0i meon Perldna house, and for 

the floor- plan of' the house. I expect to be away: -in Ontario for 

t.!10 next t wo weeks , so i f t he furniture shoul~ ba shipped within 

that time plaaee aak t he truckers to .contact ,r. O. Randolph Dey, 

ei t.lrier at hie home here or at the ~eraey Paper Company plant 

where he .worke. Il e has :t,ha keie to t he houae and 1>1111 arrange 

r eception of the furniture. I have asked him also to pro~i de the 

photographs ond paint samples r equested by ~e. ~at.son, which he 

will f orward to you . 

~r. T . P .Luahy, 

With all eood wishes , 

Sincerely, 

Dept. of Public ,orka, 

Province of Nova ootio. • 



' / 

June 19t h, 195; . 

Dear Mr . Lubi 

... 

, 

I 

,_ 
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p 
Mr. T. P. Lusby Y 
Department d R1.ghw~s and Public Works 
Halifax, N'. s. 
Dear Mr. Lusby: 

July 14, 19.5J. 

The shipment of furniture to .Dr. lla.d.da.11 in Liverpool was delivered to 
the freight office l!,riday • July lO~. Your bill of le.dir)Gs are anolosed. 

I have packed 1n the chest some items which I am i<,1. ving to furnish the 
house. A hand loomed sheet, not perfect but to use on the bed until I get 
two more perfect ones. A woven blu6 and white coverlet for the bed. Three 
pieces of Oonnocticut potteey for the kitchen table a.nd a foot warmer. I 
thought it w-as a. good opportunity to ship them in the chest. 

The bed bolts for setting up the bed ar-e also in the chest. The bed 
should be roped when set up. I have a correction to make on the bed. It has 
very skillfully lengthened to take a modern mattress. This in no way 
detracts from the bed. ' 

I believe you can us~ the la.ddar back chair - looking at the enclosed 
photograph - chair #2. 

I remembe.r a table but could not see the top of 1 t when I we.s there. I 
believe it can be used in the kitchen. See indication on the enclosed floor 
plan. You ca.n also use the cradle which. I saw in the house, see indication 
of the floor plan. Chair 13 indicated on the photograph and be used, see floor 
plan. You mey have the Connecticut pottery set upon the table in the kitchen. 

l would like to send a few samples of !a.bri·cs for curtains for three rooms 
if you ca re to have them sent. Would there be a. duty if I sent them in a small 
box, or how shall I send them? 

I have been held u:p on the shipment because of not being able to get a man 
to crate the things. 

It will be very :pleasant to hear froI'l Dr. R...'1.ddall whon the shipr.:iont 
arrives and the condition. 

You.rs vary truly. 

(sgd.) Feralyn F. Watson. 



Mr. c. Randolph Day. 
Pr·e sl dent, 
Q\2.eens County Historical Society. 
Lt verpool, N. S. 

Dear Mr. De,y: 

Bali fa,;:, I. S .. • 
July ZO, 195J. 

I run enelosin~ 11111 of Lading coverlne; shipment of 1"urni t,1ro 
f'rom Mrs.. Watson whl. ch should 'be a.rri vi.ng in t.he noar future . I 
am al $0 enclosill,@.; copy of Mrs. Watson• s let t er to me togetber \rl t h 
photograph of ehe~1rs and plru:1 of house to which she refers 1n her 
letter a.nd which would be used in setting up the furniture. 

Tott will note Mrs. Watson's reference to sample fabrics for 
curtains and I am a.eking Hrs. Watson to m,.ve these sent along. 1 
will appreciate 1ou. ad.Yisine; me on rec.eipt of' this mate.rial. 

You. will note tn ·~ second paragraph of Mrs. Watson's letter 
that she has packed cel'ta.1n i\em• which -she is g:1Y1lig tor tha house. 
Mrs. W&hon mentioned. when she was here that she was goifl& to do 
this and it 11 ver:, kind of her to have done ao and I am writing her 
concerning this .. 

Chief Engineer. 

TPL/DX 
Enc. 

CO-Dr. T. R. ltaddal.l I 



f:r. 'l' . P.Luaby, 
Dept. of Pu 11c orke , 
Province of Nova ·ooti a , 
Tal l fax, • "" • 

ear t.~ . r,uaby, 

re Perkins ·Jouae 

, 

Auguat , rd, 195-'• 

The ahi pment of fur niture f'ro 1:.ra. ·ataon . 
has arr i ved and l e now i n the NR freight ahecl here . The 
looal Cuat..om~ off ice ret'uaee to clear tho st uff, however, · 
ol al ming that t h ey hClve no proof' that the :furnitur e la 
anti que , or for public purpoaea, and t hat there l e no 
at at emMt ot its val ue , and ao on. Thi a 1• ridloulot;a , of 
oour ae. When I e.akod what I wae suppo_•ed to do flbout l t , 
I waa t ol d that t h epartment ot ~blio wil l have 
to thr aah the matter out with th OUetom~ people at Ot tnwa.. 
Thi n i a t ha aor t of t hi ne th o.~ 1nfur1 a"tea ever1one with 
red t s e i n all 1te tor me, and to put i t mildly doea the 
f eder al eovernment no good . owever thot l e where tho 
matter etanda, and i n tho moanticie our poor little ahiment 
r omaine i n the c .m ahed, where pr oeum bly thero wil l be 
.atorae;e chor e;ea after a cortftin m..unber of dB¥•• 

t o ire t ruly, 



T . P . L US B Y 

CHIEF" ENGINEER 

Dr . T. H. RaddaJ.l, 
Liverpool, N. S. 

Dea r Dr. Raddall: 

NOVA SCOTIA 

PUBLIC WORKS BRA NCH 

Halifax , N. S. , 
August 7, 195_3. 

On rece·pt of your letter of August 3rd co cerning the 

difficulties which have ar sen in getting the furniture from 

Custom contacted the local Custo s Department . I am 

adv sed today that the necessary arrangements have been made 

to release the furni ure to you and I believe you have been 

ad.vised today of t his. 

trust t his is the case and the t this problem has been 

overcome. 

TPL/DIC 



/ 

DEPUTY MINISTER'S OFFICE 

PUBLI C ARCHI V ES 

OF CANADA 

Dr. Thomas H. Raddall, 
Liverpool, N.S. 

Dear Dr. Raddall: 

Ottawa 2, September 17, 1953. 

The Simeon Perkins Diary arrived safely in 
Ottawa while I was away from the office on holiday. 
It has since been microfilmed, and the manuscript is on 
the point of leaving for Liverpool by Canadian National 
Express, charges prepaid, and insured for $2,000.00. 

I have not yet looked at the film myself, 
but my microfilm man tells me that it is excellent -
clearer in many instances than the original itself. 
I had a positive print run off before packing up the 
original just as an extra precaution. It is always 
possible to ruin a negative when a positive is being 
made. 

If you think I should write to the mayor, 
or send a formal note of thanks to the town fathers, 
will you please tell me to whom it should be addressed. 
I have written to the Town Clerk, who sent me the Diary, 
but this is just a more or less routine letter, notify-
ing him that I am returning the manuscript. 

I am most grateful to you for your kind 
assistance in arranging for the loan of the original. 
I think it is most important - quite apart from the 
Champlain Society aspect of the matter - that facsimiles 
of key documents should be made, in order to provide 
against the great loss to history which would result 
from damage to or loss of the original. 



.. 
- 2 -

I spent my holidays in Vancouver and had 
two most enjoyable visits with Norman Hacking. He seems 
well and reasonably settled, and is, I think, liking 
his job as marine editor of the Province. They give him 
a regular spob and a six-column headline five days a 
week, and I think the column is attracting more interest 
than anything in the way of marine news has done for many 
a day. Norman's problem is to find something five times 
a week that will justify the six-column headline! · 

VlKL/sw 

With my warmest thanks and kindest regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

k ~K.~C~ 
Wm. Kaye Lamb, 
Dominion Archivist. 
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t>ear r . .eroh, 

t •n eo _h\(f t ,;t. t, o t.1 r r.-ff l c.f t <: 
''1rieon Perid.ne di ar !" hfl.ve t,, rned out well . It :t.e e. 
as ,1Bfnotion to all t, kr ow t,hct, tn .· di , ,.., · :t A no· 

rea~rvf!ld in t.hie form 1n the ?ub11o ~rchlv e of ,ans .a . 
we h ro nreserv e th'!!! orlr-hial wf't: eere, tm•, ·. '111 s n 
,-r1t=uma o;t knowine o~ carefully e future 0enerat.1on rN3.J 
re:°nrd it. 

An BJ!l\\&inr. (hut o'rnetfflling) incl snt the 
other day reminded ue o" tM . .,. • 'fl ! wci .,.¼."'ten ".\t 3:e-inr; 1ri · 
An old pipe in the etreet, be(!l1,<\& t.hs to·,m hall 01~6 upon 

tc. bet.one beertn~ th<" eni 1', h of. ,olonel "T11t.hri"l '-
~.reeruan, one of Perkine• cmt.emy>orartea . The rr.oin asaume:l 
t.ho.t the/ ha or,ene an . c10"1 .~ ..... ve~ alt.how:·1 n. ,,c!\r-1') 
oo il found . 1 was infor med - nm\ pu?lzl~d, f'or 1. 1mew 
tluat. w a wo oall tlie Ol d 'flown r, r ve ~Ar , (no .,· p:rsservAd 
aa a small park) was t,he lac Where th e <1our)1t.y col onel 
&houl hcv8 been interred . '!'he <J.xol 1!."latto"l wa~ rev 4 ~.n,:; . 
Jor.kmen la i n e; tha tpe f orty or tty yni'U'a ago to1ante 
a lonrr flat aton t,o oovft1• a drf\tn, t. , .1 om 0 ., 

Wf\s 0111 t,wo or three hundred ye ,..,t e up t ho ~trettt, ru,,\ 
npparent,ly t.he colonnl I tor-1bston min jun~. ~1, thin,: . 
fi t 'that, time the er aveyard h nd lone been clo '.:Je<\ to bnriale, 
i t wao unfenced, J1nd in t,'°lA ooureG ci r. t.ti-,e vru1 al.o h a"' 
t.hrown · down mnny ot the ,t.onoe . Upon enq 1ir.1 I · .,t)U:nd thnt 
more thoo ono t,o...,h~t.onc:, tt h~ -~ r!'llrov.ed _nd " !. ti ,oe 
(.t'aoo down) ai, a dooret&p by hou,,e-enrpen.t,ars dvr1nr; the 
reepeot.able '' iotoJ."ian tl.f'~• ,1,. t.rmt!'\i t. r. .orl{\ t 

I t wao ood t o h ,ar ~hot Norman Haokinv is 
b1 ck a.t, h i e proper .1ob And Uk.in~ -' t, arte>:- J .l . t WM r -
ine • T,et' a hope ha wUl now pursuo h1o boot furt,hor and 
l!ivo ue a worth-whU,e hook 01· t....,o. 

'l r . Willi 

1th every r,oo w1eh, 
: inoerel~•, 

.. 



: arch 31st. 19.55 

[ en. · ' J ones , w 10 io :it.PF for ( UG"e!!s s you 
1 ~.ou. pho:-1e<.:. me f rom ::iali f .m.: to:nir:;ht. r:e bas been pressing 
t e rnatte1 .. of t .. c '°='er ::ins lioooo., i n t he l -egisll:..ture and 
privately wi tu t oo e,rr;ier t .,, ::on. :-1r . r•ackanzie. 

_ . • . 'i c .omi,ar ' . "'ti inf 01 .;ed. him th.-lt.. unrortunately 
t .e af _ airs of t .Je Pei•kitlS hooce bad got side- tracl ed i r 
t 10 course of shuffles betwoon thre~; dc~mcnts,. but that 
it lii.;ls t h~ i."lt('.~ntion o~ t l gov.er1:ir~r:rt. to ·iead wr..i..th 
.t"urntsl ing tho house. CI• •. ::ackenzie i!lformed hiin toot a 
sum of -:;ney was available f or sue. a · . pose t. is ~. 
91lf f id.ent .:ieroo,. s to furnish o co· t->lo of rooms . Tbe 
Fr<:: .lier u · ,t ej to :}ave as suranoo that t,b.e 11eena . ·ount y 
P'i st orical !,;ociety would under.t.::,ake1 to provide (.ruidos to 
t he house- whe:i it was opened to t. e 'Ublic . 

Laving passe this i nformation to r~ ·:r. Jones 
suggested that l get i n t.oach with you at once, the idea 
being to strike whi.lc the iron w·rw hot . As you know. :i.."'l 
1953 t be ,PTv'Vi11cial goverm..ieDt . throot.,h Toa . oy. engaged 
r rs . r eralyr. loatson of Sturbridge V:i..11.age , Z.:~s-s,.. to ,co:i:6 
up here,. ir.ast'J8Ct the f'erldn.s 1:a-,.ise . i idicate on a blue.-
print ex::i.ctly t he furniture it s ould have for eaeh room. 
and to start gntbering such furnit ure_. be .mode the tr1p 
and t he bluepr .int ,. and later she s ~.iPl;)eu •a quantity .o.f 
antique furniture . ve chea:.) an s-irnplo stuff., for the 
l · tehen of the 10Use. . t t hel"G. fop what reason I 00.11d 
·never discover. her services · ~ere cut off.; n..'l"ld t he ~ingle 
s hi.)ment or furnitm~ remains :ln its o:ri,ginal crn:tes in 
t he Ferkins Eouse today. T KJ. ·overnt:ient did install 
electtic (elnss ) heaters whic ~1 ha"ve en operated at a low 
tempe1:·ature during t he past vlnter and hnve .ept. t he house 
c:lr-g- . evi00cs t o t his t he house lnterl.or had sui'f erect a 
..:,ood decl o£ damage from da."(}pness after t he restoration 
wor · was co ,. lete in 1949 . Am. t hat is bou t · ngs sumd. 

I resi""'ne..i t he pres:ideney of' t he ·: ... C. t1istorica.l 
Society in 1951 ., and ad.nee that time the Society has not 
boon ver ,f active. -m.rever it woulr' re\t-1 Ve quietrly if t ie 
c:overriment. i:'l8DJ'l-S business a )()Ut f: tt.i , t he house for public 
i nspection. 

som.ethinet 

Si neerel.y , 



HISTORIC SITES 
ADVISORY COUNCIL 

WILL R . BIRD. L ITT . D . . CHAIJIMAN 

BOX 503 PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA 
HALIFAX 

Dear Tom: 

April 4, 1955 

The matter of furni shing the Perkins House 
was pushed by me to the late Premier to such an 
extent that last spring he told me to go ahead 
and see if I could get the stuff needed and he 
would arrange some way of paying the bill. So I 
went to Long Island and after visiting four of the 
outstanding places of such business located one 
that could furnish the house within six weeks . I 
had photos of the rooms, size , etc. , and crune back 
feeling the problem solved but Angus L passed away 
without knowing what I had done . Then there was 
no one to whom I could turn until at last I went to 
Lusby of Public Works , who appeared horrified at the 
idea of me butting in. He said you and he had scoured 
the area and found Mrs . Watson and all was under 
control, and he would oppose anything else . What 
could I do? He did write ~.rs . Watson again, got the 
usual delaying lett er and there it rested. I told 

-~ the present Premier about the needs of Perkins House 
last fall, but doul t it made much impression. He 
called after his session with Jones and wanted to know 
about funds. I told him th~t $2000 was still ear-marked 
for Perkins House and was in the Dept . of .Health estimate, 
had been there three years. Later Mr . Potter called me 
about it and I urged $5000 set apart this session of the 
House but all they allowed was another $1000, which makes 
a total of $3000 available . After the House I run to have 
a long session with the Premier and will again do all in 
my power to get action. I feel that as long as Lusby has 
it in his hands it will just mrag along . Publi c Works 
r esent s me because I have had the Ross-Thomson House 
r estored and pa.1:nted at just one-quart er of what they said 
it would cost, and the late Premier blew off at Lusby about 
it while I was in his off ice. You can be sure I will at all 
times prod any and all about the Perkins House , and I intend 
to give the premier the address at Long Island and tell him 
how quickl y he han get action there . 

Glad to know you have anchther book finished , and 
admire your cour age in taking on Costain. May all your 
dreams be reali zed . 

Sincerely, 



HISTORIC 

PERKINS HOUSE 

LIVERPOOL, NOV A SCOTIA 



THE SIMEON PERKINS 
HOUSE 

This house was built by 
Colonel Simeon Perkins, (whose 
portrait appears opposlite), a 
native of Connecticut who came 
to Nova Scotia in 1762. It is 
constructed in the simple New 
Engl and style of the Liverpool 
pioneers, most of whom emi-
grated from Cape Cod in the 
years 1759-1760. The timber 
came from sawmills at " The 
Falls" (now the village of Milton) 
two miles up the Mersey River, 
and the pl aster w as fetched in 
one of Perkins' ships from Wind-
sor on the Bay of Fundy. Perkins' 
carpenters raised the frame on 
Ju ne 19, 1766 and finished the 
plastering la,te that autumn, but 
as he was unable to get glass for 
the windows he did not move 
in until April 18, 1767. Origin-
ally the house stood in wide 
grounds and a lane (now called 

Wentworth Street) ran down the slope to Perkins' wharf and store 
on the harbor front. 

The drawing-room at the right hand side of the entry was used for 
the entertainment of guests. The small panel on the mantel here for 
many years held a floral design painted by one of Perkins' daughters. 
The chamber at the left of the entry was the much-used living room 
or "keeping-room " of the fami ly. As Perkins' children increased he 
extended the east end of the house to make 'two extra bed chambers, 
one upstairs and one below. In 'h is latter years, when stair-dimbing had 
become difficult, he and his wife used the bedroom downstairs, and 
probably he died in it. Behind the drawi ng-room is his den or study; 
there are traces of a doorway in this room which once led directly out-
doors, enabling late-arriving ship captains and others who had bus-
iness with him at night to confer wi<th Perkins wit'hout coming t hrough 
the house. T'he walls are painted in colours mentioned in Perkins diary. 
The original dark green in the drawing-room was of ship pain't. The 
red in the kitchen (and on the roof) was the so-called "Spanish 
brown", a mixture of oil and red ochre. The small ochre deposits at 

Port Mouton, originally discovered by the Indians and used for war 
paint, were the Liverpool settlers' chief ingredient for "Spanish brown." 

Here for almost half a cen'tury Simeon Perkins carried on bus-
iness as a merchant and ship-owner, engaging in all sorts of activif'ies 
from the Labrador fishery to the West Indies trade, and filling ou,t a 
busy life with his duties as Colonel of the Queens County militia, Judge 
of Probate, Justice of the Court of Common Pleas, and Member of the 
Assembly. Here, day by day, he wrote his famous diary, one of the 
most valuable documents in Canada, whic'h tells in detail the story of a 
colonial town in the momentous years between 1766 and the War of 
1812. 

DESCENDANTS OF THE PILGRIM FATHERS 

The Liverpool settlers were all New Englanders and many were 
direct descendants of the Pilgrim Fathers, having come to Nova Scotia 
from Plymouth, Massachusetts. The American Revol ution caught them 
in a painful position, torn betw een loyalty to the King and a natural 
sympathy wi•th their own brethren in New England. Perkins and other 
men of wise humanity tried to keep their people neutral in the war, 
but this brought down upon t hem the anger of both sides. Finally 
their hands were forced by the attacks of A merican privateers on the 
Nova Scotia coast. Perkins armed his townsmen for self defence and 
in 1778 they fired the first sho ts, driv ing off a raid on Liverpool 
itself. From t'his time the w ar became personal and bitter. Perkins and 
other ship-owners who ·had suffered losses at American hands fitted 
out privateers to raid the New England coast in retaliation, and in 
1780 an expedition sailed from Sa lem, Massachusetts with the avowed 
intention of "burning the nest." 

The Americans landed secretly at night, took the little harbor fort 
by surprise and stormed along the main st reet towards 'the town. 
Perkins sent his servant 'to get a pair of muskets for the defence of his 
house but the Americans captured the servant and guns in the street 
ou tside. However Perkins managed to rouse his militia, who captured 
the American commander and forced the raiders to withdraw. When 
the war ended in 1783 there w as an interval of ten years in which the 
Nova Scotians slowly rebuilt their trade; but in 1793 began the long 
Na poleonic W ars and Simeon Perkins never knew peace again until 
he died. When French and Spanish privatee rs destroyed t'heir West In-
dian trade, Perkins and others fitted out privateers, armed them with 
cannon borrowed from the Roya l Navy, and carried the war to the 
enemy in the Caribbean and along the Spani_sh Main. 

Here in this house the little colonel interviewed French and 
Spanish pr isoners, heard the tales of adventure from his own sea-



men in the Caribbees, org anized hi s militia for home defence. Here 
he entertained royal governors, naval officers, privateer captains, and 
wandering preachers and visitors of every kind, always noting in his 
diary ,the things of interest aboU't them. 

FIRST VACCINATIONS IN CANADA 

Here during the terrible smallpox epidemic in the winter of 1800-
1801 he recorded the first use of Jenner's "kine-pox" in Canada: 

"My wife, Lucy, Eliza, Eunice, Mary, Simeon and Charlotte are 
innoculated by Mr. John Kirk, all in the left hand between the t,humb 
and forefinger, not in the loose skin bu•t in ~he hand, by making a 
small incision and faying an infected thread into it about 3 / 8 of an 
inch in length. He then put on a small square rag doubled, and over 
that a bandage to keep it in place. My wife stood the operation very 
well. Some of the children were faint". 

Perkins worked hard all his life, but unpaid public duties took 
so much of ,his time and thoug'ht that he died comparatively poor. In 
the Spring of 1812 with a new American war looming, he made his 
last entry in the diary, recording a training muster of the militia . He 
was ailing and he had only another month to live. He died on May 9, 
1812, at the age of 78. 

After his death the house was purchased by Captain Caleb Seely, 
an able and successful privateersman in the War of 1812. With the 
return of peace Seely became a merchant and outlived all of his fighting 
contemporaries, dying in 1869. Almost alone in a town bitterly hostile 
to Nova Scotia's entry into a union with the other Canadian provinces, 
the old seaman celeb rated Confederation Day, July l, 1867, by hoist-
ing his flag to t he mast-head (most of the flags in Liverpool hung at half-
mast as a sign of mourning for Nova Scotia 's lost independence) and 
dancing a hornpipe on the lawn before the house, in l(iew of the town-
folk. -

One of his daughters, the wife of Moore French Agnew, inherited 
the house, and through her it passed to Miss Letitia Agnew, who died 
in 1936. The . property was then purchased by the Queens County 
Historical Society, and in 1947 the Society deeded")' it to the Nova Scotia 
government for perpetual care and exhibition as an hisrtoric monu-
ment. 

The diary of Simeon Perkins, los't for many years, was recovered 
by the town of Liverpool in 1897 and is now secured in a bank vault. 
A typew ritten copy, bound in several volumes, is on view in the 
house. Photosta t copies of the or iginal may be seen in the Archives 
at Halifax and Ottawa. 

Perkins' grave is just behind Zion United Church. 
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block of wooden shops, with living quarters above, 

at the corner of Main and Carten streets,Liverpool. 

Letitia Agnew, a spinster, was interested in 

the history of Liverpool, and in the Queens County 

Historical Society, and to various members of this 

Society she had promised (verbally) that the 

~erkins house would be bequeathed to the Society 

at her death. She failed to put this in writing, and when she died in the early 1930 's 

her Liverpool properties went to her 

of Liverpool, promptly wrote to Mrs. 

niece Mrs. l ary Ly~ of lli gby. Mrs. John Day, 

Lynch, mentioning tae Miss Agnew had wished the 

Perkins house to belong to the Queens County Historical Society. rs. Lynch replied 

coldly that she had put the Perkins house and the business block ( "'Ihe Agnew Block") 

up for sale, and if the Historical Society wanted the house they would have to buy iJ:x 

it. Actually the house was in bad repair, and during these years of the Depression , 

real estate (even in good repair) was hard to sell for cash. Eventually Mrs. Lynch made 

a concession. She would sell the Perkins house to the Historical Society -- for cash 
e 

only -- at a price $,500 less than the best offer she had received. ( We di~overed iikD 

that her best offer, and only offer, had come from G. Cecil Day, proprietor of the 

weekly "Liverpool Advance". He made no secret of his intention to preserve the outward 

look of the house but to convert the entire interior to a modern home. He was attracted 

mainly by the location (it was in the genteel residential part of Liverpool) and the 

grounds. His offer to Mrs. Lynch was $2,000. 

Consequently, The Historical Society was able to buy the Perkins property for $1,500 

cash. Immediate and urgent.Jq: repairs cost $500, further repairs another $500. The 



Historical Sociej)y raised the $2,500 by selling debentures (mostly to its own members 

and interested citizens of Liverpool) each with a face value of $100, payable on 

demand, and bearing interest at 5'1, . This debt was slowly paid off and finally 

extinguished in 1947,, when the Queens County Historical Society gave the house and 

grounds to the Province of Nova Scotia, gratis, on a promise that the Provincial 

Government would restore the house to its original condition, furnish it, and maintain 

it as a historic site and museum. 



NOVA SCOTIA 

DEPARTMENT 

OF 

TRADE AND INDUSTRY 

Dr . Thomas H. Raddall 
Liverpool, Nova Scotia 

Dear Doctor : 

HALIFAX 

April 11, 1957 

Thanks very much for the Simeon Perkins House copy received 
yesterday for use in our Perkins House booklet ? 

Your Perkins' story is , as was expected , nicely done and 
will give visitors to the Perkins Museum a clear~ concise 
story . 

I would like to have the folder similar to the enclosed 
Uniacke folder . The text of the Uniacke story inc l udes 980 
words . There are 850 words in your Perkins story . It seems 
a shame not to make use of all space available . We could 
without crowding use another 130 to 150 words . I was wonder-
ing if you could incorporate in your story following the 
first paragraph 150 words descriptive of the house itse lf . 
Even a brief description making reference to the study , living 
room , fire places , or whatever you thin~ most fitt i ng would , 
I believe , add to the value of the folder . If you would care 
to do this I would appreciae hearing from you as soon as con-
venient so that the completed copy will be in the hands of the 
printers in amp l e time . Another thank you for anything you 
do along this line . 

I had a vi s t t from Mr . Jankov , Provincia l landscape designer , 
yes te rday and made arrangements for him t o go to Liverpool t o 
sketch the Perkins' grounds . I sent a letter to Mr . Randy Day 
telling him that Mr . Jankov will be at the Mersey Hotel on the 
night of April 17 . I presume Mr . Day will be confering with 
you relative to this visit . 

The fi lms for the meeting of the Hi stor ica l So ciety will be sent 
from here in ample time for your mee ting on April 15 . I regret 
that I will not be able to be present . 

I was ta l king to Mr . Mccaul , C. B. C., yesterday when I was given 
assurance that there would be TV coverage of the Perkins House . 
I will ge getting more details later on . 

With kind regards , I am 

Yours sincere l y , 

~lfl-f I "-v 
Geo . E . Herman 
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Mr . George Herman. 

Dept. •Of 'll"8de · Industry., 

Halifax. N.s. 

Ccat1n1ag oar ewwN&tlGD yestel"day. 

the eens County Historical Society wUl meet in the ~vy 

Room_. Tam Hall,., on !anday., Apr'il 15th. at 8 p.m. We vll1 

have a lllOVie pl"Ojector ( 16. with sound) and screen, and 

you 11ill bring the £ilm. •Gateway t.o. the World". There will 

be sQme business, chiefly to inform members cm what has 

been done and .will be done this year 1n comection 1dt h the 

Perkina bowae, an::l to settle our plans for the opening. 

We won•t •expect you to make a speech but we ' d appl"eeiate 

a fell words fl-om you with ~gard t.o the Department ' s plans 

or the erkina house. 

Ir you are coming down. in the afternoon 

why not dine with me here at 44 Park Street? If not you 

could meet me here or at the Town Hall. as you wish. 

I t was a pleasure to meet yr;,u again in lellfax and to 1:now 

that the Perk1.na ioatter is go1ng forward so bnskly. 

Sincerely., 



Nova Scotia 
Department of Agriculture 

and Mar ke ting 
Truro , Nova Scotia 
April 20 , 1957 

Mr . George E. Herman, 
Director , Bureau of ~nformati on 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 

ear } r . Herman: Re : Landscaping Pe rkins Estat_g_,_ 
Liver_pool..,_ N. S . 

As requested by you I visited t he Pe1'kins Estate , Liverpool , 
on April 17 and 18 and surveyed t he grounds in view of landscaping . 

I am now i n process of pr epari ng t he l andscape plan of a poss-
ible arrang ement , and will be f orwarding it t o you as s oon as possible . 
However , as I unde r stand t he off icial opening i s planned fo r June 1st , 
I t hought it would be advisable to do some work i mmediately . May I 
s uggest as follows : 

1 . A l a ndscape contractor or pe rhaps j ust a good garde ner 
be appr oached . 

(1) Front_ - area between hous e and street - plowed, 
smoot hed, har rowed , fe r tilized and lawn 
grass seeded . 

(2) Back - area so _t h of house , c leared fr om rubbish 
and scrub , graded and l awn s eeded as in 
f r ont area . 

The above work s hould be compieted by May 10 . This will just 
aimut: allow grass to s how up and make t his pl ace look up f or t he 
openi ng . 

As I am due in Cape Breton next week , I t houg ht you might 
be able t o star t s omethi ng , as t he time is rathe r s hor t . Ther e is 
a slight chanc e t hat I mi ght visit Liverpool on Apr il 26 . 

NVJ/ lcd 
c.c . Mr . W. S . K. Jones 

Your s very truly, 

N. V. Jankov 
Landscape Advisor 



INDUSTRIAL AND TOURIST PROMOTION 
PROVINCIA L BUILDING. H ALIFAX. NOVA SCO TI A 

April 26 , 1957 

Dr . Thomas Raddall 
Liverpool , Nova Scdia 

Dear Doctor Raddall : 

In response to your request you should be 

ab l e to get the desired costumes fo r the 

opening ceremony at Perkins House if you 

write to Malabar Limited , 422 Notre Dame W. , 

Montrea l , P . Q . 

Kind regards , 

,. / &. g,~ f, ' " - ,;. . ~t.-L / 
Geo . E . Herman ,6rf-
Acting Director 

GEH:bh 

TRAVEL BUREAU · PRESS BUREAU · FILM BUREAU 



FOLLOW THE OPEN ROAD TO NOVA SCOTIA 
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PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA 

SHOWING ITS RELATIONSHIP WITH 

PRINCIPAL EASTERN CENTRES 

CONNECTING HIGHWAYS AND 

STEAMSHIP ROUTES 



You are cordially invited to attend the 

Officers Mess, 133rd Field Battery, 

Royal Canadian Artillery for refreshments 

following the opening ceremony. 



YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED 

'fO BE PRESENT AT THE FORMAL OPENING OF 

PERKINS HOUSE 
NOVA SCOTIA GOVERNMENT MUSEUM 

MAIN STREET, LIVERPOOL, NOVA SCOTIA 

THREE O'CLOCK, SATURDAY AFTERNOON 

THE 29TH OF JUNE 1957 

E. A. MANSON 
MINISTER 
DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY 
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2.30 p. m. Concert by Military Band of The Black Watch (RHR) 
of Canada 

3.00 p. m. Formal Opening 

l. 0 Canada 

2. Prayer 

3. Ringing of Ship's Hell by Mrs. Robert L Stanfield 

4. ,Remarks by 'Chairman, Honourable W. S. Kennedy 
Jones 

5. Remarks, Honourable Robert L. Stanfield, Premier of 
Nova Scotia. 

6. Presentation of Perkins House key to Dr. Thomas 
Raddall, Honorary Curator 

7. Address, Dr. Raddall 

8. The Queen 
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Dr. Thomas H. Raddall, 
Liverpool, N. s. 
Dear Tom, 

P U BL I C ARCH IVES 
NOVA S COTIA 

HALIFAX, N . S . 

September 11, 1957. 

I have received your letter of the 9th instant 
relating to your forthcoming visits to the United States and 
England with a view to gathering material on Lady Wentworth. 
Both should be most pleasant and profitable. I am. pleased to 
enclose a "To whom it may concern" letter which I hope will be 
satisfactory for the purpose. 

Remembering the Perkins volume of Inferior Court 
records now on display in the Perkins house, I should like to 
inquire if it might some time be possible and convenient to 
borrow and microfilm it, in order that a reproduction on film 
might be preserved here. 

With cordial regards, 

CBF-wm. 

Yours (J;9c;:f. . y, ·v Cr~e.L/ .:1-~ ~ --/ I 
. ARCHIVIST. 0 ,,_.--- • 
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September Ist.,I964. 

~or yeur records and rep~rt. 

Accepted and placed in the Que~ns Ceunty Iistorical museum. 

I childs leather c•vered trl.l.B'.k. Purchased in Port Medway--
I am checking te find eut if it was made 1n the Payzant 
Tannery,the More~ Cowie Tannery pr the Cowie Tannery. 

This was donated by Mrs John N.Millar, 
Saint PeterRburg. Flerida. 

I deeument •• Re Officers appointed and Regulations made 
during the SesRion of The Peace in the Co. 

er Queens ..... * re4t. 
Donated by Mrs Crawford Tt,gler, 

Mill •illage. N.S. 



. . 
Regarding the proposed republication of More's History of Queens County 

April 20 1 1966 A meeting of the Wueens County Historical Society at the home of 
Mr . and Mrs. Howland White, Park Street. About 25 people present, with President 
Eric Millard in the chair. Main point of discussion (which went on for two hours) 
was a proposal to mark Canada's bicentennial year 1967 on our part by publishing 
and selling a book of local history. There was a choice of:-

(A) Assembling an anthology from More's History, the typed notes of Robert Long, 
the works of Miss Janet Mullins, and various others. 

(B) Republishing the History by James F. More, written in 1872 And published 1873. 

Mr. Charles Kelsey and some others were strongly in favor of W (A), because 
More's history is very dull. T.H. Raddall pointed out that proposal (A) would 
involve a tremendous amount of time and care in reading over all the various 
books and manuscripts involved. It would be very difficult to select items that 
fitted together to make a cohesive whole, and the result would be a hodge-podge, 
of little or no value as a book of reference. More's history, while dull, and 
inaccurate here and there, was written by a literate man whose own memory went 
back to the War of 1812 and a time when some elderly survivors of the Liverpool 
pioneers were still available for consultation. 

Mrs. Warren Keay reported that Cecil Day, prop~ or of the Advance Printing 
Company, had: ~e would be willing to print 1,000 copies of the More history for 
approximately $1.20 per copy. This would include a paper cover. Board-and-cloth 
covers, as in the original, would cost considerably more. 

T.H.Raddall said the Society should consider carefully the money involved. The 
Society at the present time had funds amounting to $,500 or $600. The proposed 
book would cost at least twice that. The printer's bill would have to be paid with 
reasonable promptitude, while the cash returns from sales of the book might be 
a long time forthcoming. 

After much discussion the majority of the members present decided that the 
Society should go ahead with a new issue of 1,000 copies of the More history. 
They appointed a committee to take charge of the whole matter of printing, 
advertising, and sale of the book:- Mrs. Jean Holden, chairman: Miss Marjorie 
Bain, Miss Grace McMaster, Mrs. Paul King, Mr. Reginald Dickie, Mr. amd Mrs. 
Harry Farncombe, Miss Annie Ritchie, Mr. T.H.Raddall. 

May 11 1 1966 Mrs. Holden called a meeting of her committee at her home, and the 
above-named members were present. It was decided (a) that advertisements should 
be placed in the Liverpool Advance weekly or twice a month, beginning next Fall, 
inviting advance orders, cash with order. (b) Miss Ritchie agreed to ask the 
superintendent of schoo:i);'s in Queens County, Mr. c. Legrow, to put the matter before 
all teachers tin Queens County, the idea being that every home should have a copy 
of the County history for reference. There was some discussion of the price of 
the book for retail purposes. It was decided that there should be no attempt to 
make a profit on it. It would be necessary to quote a firm price in the advert-
isements; therefore nr. Day should be asked to confirm his figure for printing 
and binding as soon as possible. The meeting then adjourned. 



• 

August 4, 1966 ,i s s arjorie Bain called a meeting of t he committee on .ore ' s 
History. Present: Eric fi llard, Mrs . Paul King, ss Grace 

McMas;ter , rs . Charles Holden , Miss Bain , myself . Miss Bain reported that she 

had shown to Charles Kelsey ( of K. & H. Enterprises ) the old photographs of 

Liverpool houses etc., which we hoped to use in the new printing of More ' s His-

tory. Kelsey said they were not clear enough to make good plates; instead he 

suggested that -1r . H. B. Goodridge , the artist who lives at Gr eenfield , might 

make black-and- white drawings of :.tits• these houses , on the spot or from t he photos , 

which could be used in the book . The committee then discussed the whole matter 

of ancient houses still standing, and drew up a list of eight , in iverpool, 

Brooklyn and 1ilton , as a gu i de to • Goodridge. iss Bain will di s cuss this 

list with Kelsey and Goodridge , and get a firm figure on the cost. She will call 

another meeting of the commi t tee ear l y in September , when we should star t advert-

ising the forthcoming book , gi ving the price postpaid , and soli citing orders in 

advance . 

October 19 , 1966 A me eting of the Societ y at t he home of Mr . Hel bourne Gar dner , 

Brooklyn . Wi t h regard t o t he proposed r epublication of ore ' s History , 1rs . Jean 

Holden was not present , and appar ently considered her r esponsibility ended with 

the report on estimated costs , etc , made ix at a mee ting of the Society at fr . 

Charles Kel sey ' s house , Port Joli , on ay 17th. At t hat t ime i t was sta ted that: -

(a) The Ad vance rinting Company would print t he book , and include photographic 

plates of 4 Or 5 old houses i n Liverpool and vicinity , all f or a price of $1.20 

per copy. 

(b) K & Enterprises would bind t hese copies in hard covers and cloth at a price 

of about 60¢ per copy. Sales tax , advertising, wrapping and mailing, would bring 

t he total cost to about ~~BZ~X $2. 00 per copy . 

(c ) All this is based on a firm pri nting and b inding order f or 1 , 000 copies . This 

means that the Historical Societ y must provide x)o11t~R1ccl.Jc.axmu about 

2 ,000 f or the costs . 

(d) The Society decided to proceed on this basis, with advertising in the Advance 



.. ' .. 
beginning in ctober 1966 , soliciting orders with cash , and the delivery date 

not later than December 31,1966. 

At the meeting on October 19th President Eric Millard stated t hat owing to 

pressure of orders , and a sudden shortage of printing staff , the Advance Printing 

Company could not accept the job at the present time , and could give no date when 

it might . 1iss Bain was asked to write the Kentville Publishing Company , t he 

rid gewater Bulletin rinting Company , and others , to see if they would undertake 

the job , and at what price • 

.Ji, due - -I:;--,,:;;zl~ . 

JttA 



I I 

At the opening of the year 1760 the affairs ot France were in a glo0111,Y state. 

After nearly five years of war with Britain she saw nothing but. defeat 

... ' .. 
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