
United '.Baptist Church 

Mr. Thomas H. Raddall, 
L.lverpool, N. S. 

Dear Sir : 

'ltw.Jamco1'. 'Davloon, 'Putor 

Springhill - 'l1ova Scotia 

21, March, 1945 . 

Your admirable treatment of early Nova Scotia h.Lst -
ory in your books 1 Hia Majeety1 a Yankees' and 'Roger Sudden• 
suggests the possibility that you might be willing to enlighten 
me on a little matter concerning my ancestors who came from New 
England in 1758 as 11 Early Settleran. 

However , first I would like to commend you for your 
excellent contribution to an increased h.1.storical knowledge 
of this Province 1 a settlement and early years, and to thank 
you for producing 11 cleann novels that do not stoop to that 
present-day literary emphasis upon profanity and sexual vul-
garity . It is refreshing to have read your books . 

If you care not to bother WJ.th my request for .:.nform-
ation I shall understand, for U'1doubtedly you are busy and bored 
with many similar requests . 

John Davison came to Falmouth in 17.59 with his neph-
ews Jonathan (my ancestor who is burJ.ed at River Philip), 
Cyprian ( buried at Wolf'ville) and Samuel ( presumably killed aa 
a spy in a skirmish on the New1Brunswick border) . Jonathan, 
Cyruian and Samuel drew lots 62, .59 and 24 respectivley, pre-
sumab1 y? frcm l and formerly held by the Acad.1ans . 

Around 1780 Jonathan moved to Amherst and River Phil-
ip, apparently employed as an iron-worker (black~:-:nith) . My 
question is-- Did many others chan!;S their res1dence at this 
t ime and were there poli§ical or econcrnic reasons to encourage 
or to necessitate this ch::i.nge? I-light they have had Uff"lopular 
Yankee sympathies ? 

If you will enlighten rne on this situation I shall 
greatly a.'.!J:.reciate your assistance . 

Sincerely, 



Dear r . 'M.v1aon. 

I '• nfr,, 1rl I cAn 1t help you. very ""1.ch 1.,_ your searcn. 
to.,. trd'or-¥.tion a.bout Jonat han DeTieon. ~• you will readily 
ny own research t n connection with 11 ff1s jeat y •• Ywikeeatt WAI held to 
the- geners.l of aff a i rs and to the ia.r t icular per9ons t nvolTed i n 
.,- t.al e . 

'fhe ot undoubtedly were sppPthi-tic 
to the rebel c&use , bu.t so wer e nea r ly a ll t he "Yankee" H ttler s of lava. 
~cot h , an~ so fii;r r1 I kn.0""' ~ere -.mtt n.? -peNec•1tion o~ " l""CA] ,ii,rt 
except in Cumberl and wher e the aettleT1 of lew :n.tl and origi n were harri ed 

. r11d in !'IUIJ\7 caaea driveu O".:tt of the countr., after t.:le abortive revolt of 
•76 , 

Wi:,r e r .a.tea a cer tain reat.lessnes 11 as W J 1ee tods7, end 
we can a1sume t h.at b;r 1750 there 1IU11t ho.Te been. a. good deal ot it i n HoY& 
'3(;"otia -- in ses.rc n ot new occupation• or bet ter l and or merely ••eking 
P hOffe awa:, trMt th& l'undJ' shore which was ex-posed to the rdda ot Aaerics.n 
privateers . J'alaouth then, aa now, w&.11 a te.n i ng dis trict . J;.ili.er at -.a1 
OCCU."?iod ciliefiy b7 «rad era and lUver Ph111~ by l waberaen.. A black111d th 
wollid hRYe fo1JD.d lllent7 of work: at lal aouth 1 les,r at AMl'lerat , aore at M.iver 
l'hil 1~ . !be ~ · of ble.ckini.ith worlc would Nlye been dittereut at 6<. Cb 
place . Perh~1111 Jon.athan. p,.eferred saWflill -.a.cilineJ7 t o ploiaotshrre8 or 
horaeshoes . There ta no lcnowing where an e.cti•• Mei ubit i oa.s man lllti-7 tun 
hiq ~teT)l'J . 

Sin.C@T'ely. 

Rev. JasHs D. !Avi s on , 
S'Pril'\Cb.i ll , Ii . S. 


	MS-2-202_39_40_001
	MS-2-202_39_40_002

