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like her love to worship ? She adores him ; she 
does not ask whether he loves 'her or not ; their 
difference of station does not occur to her as a 
barrier between them. He is good ; he loves 
everybody, he loves her, of course, o.s we are told 
in the poem : 

" Obviously 
She had not thought about hia love at all ; 
The ca.tara.cta of her aoul had formed themaelvee, 
And risen self crowned in rainbow ; would ehe uk 
Who crowned her? it sufficed ·tha.t she waa crowned." 

Lady Waldermar'a cruel hints .that Romney 
Leigh . did not love, and was about to marry her 
for philant'hropic purposes only, wrenched the 
heart of Marian, who did not know the arts of 
wicked, worldly woman, and thought ber enemy 
her friend-" so very kind was Lady W aldermar." 
But he did know, &.CJ only woman does, the 
power of self-sacrifice, a.nd so soon he felt 
that m_Mriage with her would be disa.d vantageous 
to Romney, RO soon did she decide that .the 
marriage should not take place. She mus~ run 
away, abe must hide where he ea.nnot find her, 
but first she writes him a letter. · Thi letter is, 
I think, the finest p&J ge in the l;»ook ; so 
pat tie, so realistic, so feminine. The whole 
letter should be read to be thoro ghly appreciated, 
and I feel that I am doing an injustice by quoting 
fragments only. Yet I hope that the quotation 
may-induce 1ome one to read the whole. The 
letter begin : 

" Noble friend, dear l&i.nt, 
U. patient with me. Never 'think. m .U. 
Who miah' to-morrow morning be your wife, 
B~t that I loved you more than aoch a u.me. 
Farewell my Romney ! Let me rite it once ; 
Jlr Ro•ur 1 

Til .. p~ a ooapled word, 
I have no heart to plack lt ith a blot. 

e aay • My God,' tometlmetupon Otlr U..., 
o ia not therefore vued: 10 with it 

I kDo fool' , ---.-:·. 
Y •-* of all ' &JtRI')' lth aa~ or...,"' your lilt f~ oa the lltUr 

1aR time of your oo IDJ-y•terd&J: 
nt I lo.t nep Of Joan. 

:dtG 1 .... k,) ,....,-,lobe took bJ the t~an~.a_ 
oat me ol from •uic." 

the letter, but ''Mister Leigh,"-and what a heart­
wrench is indicated by the change. Farther on 
in the letter, after charging her lover not to seek 
for her she says: , 

" For what remt.i.ne 
An over-generous friend will care for me 
And keep me happy - happier-

There's a. blot ! 
The ink rona thick-we light girla ligh_.y eep, 
And keep me happier-wu the thing to say ; 
Than u your wife I could be ! u 

You can see the Jetter written, you can !fee 
the flood of tears, you can see how hard it u to 
say that she would be happier than if she were 
his wife, and yet she feels she ought to sa.y it. 
One extract more, from the close of the letter. 

'' 'Two old be hard to read 
Thia letter, for a reader half u ned; 
But you'll be sure to mu r it, in epi · 
Of opt and down1. My band abak ; I aa bUDd ~ 
I'm poor at writi01 at the bei d yet 
I tried to JDtlte my g'• th way you wtd. 
Fanwell- Chriat love you- J ' Poor M&riaa • 110w " 

Who but a woman would think of o he · 
made. her g's when in fJOrro li rian's, and 
yet bow natural is such thought in. a oman 
of Marian's disposition. 

Lady Waldermar i not a character thatealla 
out our sympathies . &rian Erie does, but 
he is none the 1 eareful1y depi~ted. She 

loved Romney Leigh, she learnt his spe cite by 
heart, collected reports of philanU.ropic m~ve­
ments, 

~ . 
'rilE . DALtrOt18IE G:!~'M'E. Jd# 

wat Romney's marriage. And could she have SPELLINQ R~FORM: 

done her work more artfully. She was a woman (Speld according to the twenty-four rules of the 
and understood women. She knew Marian's .American and English· Phu~logicQJ, 
simplicity, and lack of knowledge of the world. . .Associations.) 
She knew what arguments would be most effec- 1 hav herd my father tel of the old days 
tive, and she does not scruple to deceive and when he was a boy, living with the folks at 
betray. But we need not follow her character home on the farm. They wer about forty mil e 
further. Her love i8 cruel and selfish, strong from the market town. There wer no railroad 

then, and as the farm produce had to be got to 
enough to lead her to lie, and ruin the happiness market, there wer occasional drives; long, tediou4, 
of another woman, not strong enough to influence wea.risum drives "to town." Plezant enuf, per­
her choice of gowns. haps, a~ an erly experience for my father o~ his 

The most highly developed and most womanly yung brothers in fine wether. But sum times it 
· of the female characters in Aurora Leigh is, of was thru rain and mud; sumtimes thru blinding 
course, the heroine herself. She loves al'io, but snow~storms, a.nd keen north winds, when the 

stout horses, floundering, scrambling, a.nd plung­
no' after the sordid manner of Lady W aldema.r, ing, wer scarcely able to make their way thru 
nor yet with the self-forgetfulness of Marian the huge drifts; when one's ears wer frozen, or 
Erle. She wholly rejects the idea that women one's bed almost blown off by the violence of the 
are made 'TM'I'6ly for love or even mainly for storm. ·It was a hard .day's jumey. 

Sh 11 be · h 1 ' By and by came the railroad. What a eon-
love. e wi an entlty in t e word, a poet, trast 1 The farmer drives two or three miles to 
(not a poetess ;) she will attain a high position the nearest station ; boards the train with his 
in. her art, and compel the world to acknowledge produce; and goes spinning off to town, warm, 
that position. cumforta.bl, with no fear of wind or frost, rain or 

With all her fine theories however she dis- . snow. In two hours he is in town. A few boars 
coven that to her the world .is Romn~y Leigh. mo~ and he is spinning home aga:in. ~~tlireen 

sunnze and sunset he has accomphsht wtth eue 
"There it b. and cumfort what took my grandfather ful three 

We women are too apt to look to one, weary days to do. Who would wish the old 
Wbloh proyet a oertain impotence in arl days back again 1 
Weatraln our natnre to do aomething great, And yet, did the old farmer ever think to 
Par*' beo&uee lu tomething great to do, himself," Wei, what a slow, tedious,-ineonvenient, 
Than haply that we 10 co~meud ou~l vea disagreeabl task it is getting things to market ! 
AI beiDa not •mall and more appreciable Why can't we get along quicker 1 Why can't we 
To IOIIM ooe frieod." 

get to town witbout so much tabor and hard­
We are not sorry that she does not quite ship ? What a deal of trubl there is ~~obout 1t t" 

· iOceeed in her straggle against this womanly, No, probably he never thought of it; or, if be 
(or if you will, womanish,) characteristic; but did grumbl, it was as a man might find fault 
lUber lnd it a charm. Aurora has the woman's with his feet for not being smaller, when his 
l*ldl~on of character and motives, along with boots were tjght; having no thought that he 

eoud ever make the jumey ~ier. The long, 
Vue · 'a aympathy for the suffering. tedious drive wae necessary. It coud not be 

d8 :r..dy Waldemar, and would helpt. . No one thought of helping it-until th& 
her d · She ree and cares railrOad was built. Then, good-by to the old; 
.. poor and an outcast. More weleum to the new. 

7 of the others; Aurora Leigh displays . What baa all this to do with Spelling Reform t ..w.,.. Jnst this: we want a railroad thru our system 
r ueh as is gained only by of ape~. 

~.--. by them only through · . Wb t 11 spelling for f It is to rep nt trutb-
KOIIDney hid ~ tarted fully the aounda of spoken language. This is • ti 

-~Mel ....... .,. of life. Cont.ct ·th life's only pro l~ti ate oftiee. There ha~ 
em ~heir, erro been of wnting, such the Egyptian 

• hi y& hose principl to rep,l'etlellll 
toae~ll ~riUllOU' y. erence lever to 

hi 'he • r rep n 
•• i uat hav .,... 
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very imperfect, only suited to a low stage of 
civilization. We want nothing approaching to 
hieroglyfics nowadays. By a logical sy~tem of 
spelling, ideas can be almost as perfectly repre­
eented in writing as they can be ' exprest in 
speech. But it must be logical. W ritin~, to be 
most efficient, must truthfully and consistently 
reproduce the sounds of speech; and just in pro­
r,>rtion as it de~arts from entire consistency, is 
Its ~fulness Impaird. Each sound should 
hav a particular letter; and eaCh letter should 
re:present a particular sound and no other. If 
th18 wer the case, pronunciation would be an 
infallibl guide to spelling ; and 11iu wrsa; lem­
ing~ to spel would be a matter of but trifting 
difficulty. ~irat would cum the leming of the 
alfabets of ~s ·and sounds ; that is, by repeti­
tion, asaociating the signs and their sounds 
together in the mind,eo that the one should always 
inetantly suggest the other. This every child 
has to do now, .tho in an imperfect and ~tis­
factory way, owing to the inefficiency of our 
&lfabet. The reRt of the system would be the 
logical,. regular, and consistent application of the 
alfabet of the signs and sounds to words. Every 
new word acquired by the child would be 
accomp&nied ~y its spelling ; for the spelling 
would be inseparabl from the . pronunciation. 
The pronunciation of every word coud only be 
obtaind by means of the alfabet of sounds ; these 
eounds would immediately be replaced in the 
mind by the corresponding signs, and the word 
apeld. Reading would becum an easy proce , 
deli~htful to every one ; and thousands would 
rece1v a liberal education who ar now doomd to 
a lif8"'0f ignorance. 

Four or five centuries ago English spelling 
wu comparativly fonetic. There wer few 
writers then ; and COD.tJequently a very scanty 

· literature. There wer no dictionaries. In short, . 
there was nothing to produce and fix a standard 
spelling. qc>naequently, when an author wrote, he 
did what was natural and proper ; he speld u 
he pronounced. There wer many difFerent pro­
nonci&Uona in different pa.ria of England ; and 
therefore works of diiferent au thore er often 
dift'erently speld. But, the Engliah litera 
~ and the works of great authors, auch 
Ohauoer, became widely circulaWd and popul.; 
and eepeciallr after the introduction of printing, 
apelling wei u proDunciation began k» gro 
more · orm. Bu' e lling DO longer con­
tinued to rep nt the pronunciation. :or 

turiee the English ~ bad been under­
ping tremendous change& ·l.rhe great ~i-·,.-
revolu . in England • , Olio 
~ in~e L 

hWor7 of laaCl 

• 

her bad its influence on the language.. The 
vocabulary recei vd a.ccessions from Latin, French, 
Spanish, Danish, and other tongs. Changes wer 
also going on in the structure of the language. 
It was gradually being transformd from an 
inflectional to an almost non-inflectional language. 
The inevitabl result of all these changes wu 
great confusion. No fixt principl was followd 
in adopting words from foren languages. . Their 
spelling was left to chance, or the caprice and 
ignorance of individual writers. Innumerabl 
i~regul!l'rities gre'! up in t!te spelling. Incon­
SistenCies of all kmds wer mtroduced and per-
petuated. · 

In 1756 Dr. Johnson publisht his dictionary. 
In it all these irregularities and inconaistenciee 
became fixt and stereotyped. At this time ortho­
grafy was stil in a very confused state. In the 
compilation of a dictionary there was need of 
the most scrupulous care. of the moe~ discrimina­
ting, unprejudiced judgment. At the pi'eeent 
day the ta•k of the lexicografer is much easier. 
There is now a atandard spelling, bad tho it is, 
which is that employd by the great m of 
educated. peopl . The dictionary must simply . 
record tbts standard spelling. 10. Johnaon's day, 
on the contrary, the spelling- was stil in & very 
unsetld condition. Uzage varied widely among 
the best riters. A great many of the irregu· 
larly speld word wer of recent adoption, and 
their spellin~ was not finally setld. Many of the 
blunders whteh wer then perpetuated were of but 
short standing, and, consequently, e y of correc­
tion. There was really no standard ortbografy 
in the sense that there now is. 

The labors of the lexicografer, then, if con­
ducted with discrimination and-without prejudice, 
might hav fixt the palling for after generations 
in a much simplified state, aod with far fewer of 
ita inconaiatenciea and ablurdiuea clinging to it 
This is what Dr. Jobneon utterly laild to do, if 
we are to rely upon the opioiou of the beet 
authodtiea. 

oa1i Webicer, the compiler of of oar 
standard dicti • , p i to 
JohDIOD'a work: "Dr. .Joli~D8Clll 
~t men that the ~ · • 
prodaoed; and when the uhibi • of 
d~ded upon hia own ~tic po en of intel­
lect, he seldom erd. BU& m t.b com of 
· dictioaary, be m~..w· r•!MI 

reb, by of which be on.m 
m· ; d no errors 10 

of g t men. The tho~ 
oelle of eir gi 

tio th · •VJ m••&• 
• 

.. 
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to be owing to this cause that the most obvious 
mistakes in Johnson's dictionary hav remaind to 
this day uncorrected, and stil continue to dis­
~ the improved~editions of the work recently 
publisht." 

Again he says: " Nothing in Janguage is 
more mischievous than the mistakes of a great 
man. It is not easy to understand why a man 
whose pri>fest object was to reduce the language 
to sum regularity, should write author without 
u, and errour and honour with it I That he 
hould write labour with u, and laborious with­

out it I Vigour with u, and vigo1•o'U8, invigorate 
without it I l n(eriowr, superiour with u., but 
infwiority, BWpt~riority without it 1 Strange as 
it is, this inconsistency runs thru his work, and 
his authority bas been the means of continuing 
it, among his admire19, to this day." 

I shal quote once more, this time from Pro­
feiiOr Thos. R. Lol;Ul8bury, of Yale University: 
"It was not til after the publication of Johnson's 
dictio~, in 1756, that the existing spelling can 
be. u.id to bav becum universally receivd. That 
givn by .him to words has been the one gener­
&lly followd by all later writers, and a deference 
baa S(>~ up for it which is not justified by 
an~ in 1ts character. Orthografy was a 
matter &bout which Johnson was totally incom­
petent to decide, and, largely in consequence of 
the respect and even reverence paid stil to that 
which he saw fit to employ, the spelling of 
Engliah is :probably the most vicious to. be found 
in any eult1vated tung that ever. existed. It is 
in no sense a guide to pronunciatian, which is 
ita only proper office, and, even for derivation, 
(an offiee for which it was never des~ed,) it is 
eauall)" wurthless, save in the case of ·words of 
dinct Latin 0 • in.'' 

lohneon's drctionary fixt our orth~fy in 
all ita ridiculot11 inconsistencies and abSurd ano­
malia We h v to suffer the consequences. 

('l'o be OO'Rt\fttUd iA mat imu.) 
v. G. FIAZJ:E. 

I 

The University of Paris, the oldest in the 
world, was founded in 1200 A. D. six years 
earlier than Oxford. 

The University of Berlin, Germany, has an 
attendance of 5,357. The annual cost of main­
taining the University is 8523,511, of which the 
government paysl459,887. 

ST. PBTEa's CoLLEGE, the oldest college at 
Carnbrige, England, was founded in 1275; Pem­
broke College in 1347; Kings' College in 14411; 
and Magdalene College in 1519. 

Ts class of '79 of Princeton, the wealthiest 
ever graduated from tbA.t College, is considering 
the J.>roject of presenting the institution with & 

heroic life size statue of Dr. McCosh, to coat 
!5,000. 

TlD Law examinations were held a fort­
night ago, and anoet of the Law students have 
gone home. Those of the graduating cl&SB who 
do not remain in the city, will be back for their 
degrees on Convocation day. · 

Rn. F. L. P.&.TrON, LL. D., D. D., has been 
choaen to suceeed Pr sident McCosh of Prince­
town. Dr. Patton is a native of Bermuda, 

'ved his Arts training in Toronto University, 
and grad ted in Theology from Princeton. He 
• idered one of the ablest men in the Pre. by­
tam Church in the United States. 

• 
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. It would be a great convenience to the 

Fift&RCial Editor if '~' who haw not 
ciotN to, would pay up at O'nCIJ, and tAUB M~.abu 
M. to put tM GAZETI'B in a. good fioolncidl 
poeiiUm ~fore tM ~nd of tM &8wion. . 
THE action Of the Govemors in lengthening the 

term td eight montlia must affect the future 
of the College, either for good or evll. e 
believe they were .._ted by motiv tlle molt 
praiae orthy. The prosl"-'rity of the Coll 
WM their great aim; and under a a~ of 
IOtlll' ~~M~IXIoaibility, baying duly e· bed, 

hat eeem to the the atro~.oae• 
ObJI~• to tb .p d all the 

the 

GA.ZETtB. 

immensely advantageous. We say immenMly 
advantageous ; for the pro peet of alight advan­
tages could never have induced them to make 
the experiment. · . 

Under the six month system, Dalhousie p~ 
pered. Our graduates were ever able to take 
their place in the educational arena, and, gpea.k­
ing modestly, compared favourably with the 
gra.duates of any of our C&nadian Colleges. 
The work in College has been undoubtedly 
heavy, and it is becoming heavier every year u 
the standard is being raised. There is no chauoe 
to put in a soft time, and few Op1J9riunitiee for 
doing other than strictly claaa w This b 
a tendency to stifle a spirit of independen' 
research, and to make the students merely 
pluggers. To overtake the work preecribed, in 
so short a time, they are hurried along eo npidl7 
that often the slower ones are left in darb 
and thus lose much that is to be gained by a 
thorough comprehension of the· aubjeeta. 

The p'rime question with ·the Oovemo 
apparently ae: How can these and other such 
disadvantages be obviated 1 Their antwer is 
given in the announcement tb t ~e term 18 to be · 
lengthened to eight month If there were DO 

other considerations to be ta en iato accoun• 
than thoee given above and such like, the rOitliie 
adopted ould be commended by none more 
strongly than by us. But ~ we ~ted ou' in 
our 1 t issue, there are other • d · 
The question we propoae to anawer is: Will 
the new arrangement result i the ~t ~ 
to the greatest numbe~ 1 e belieYe it Will DOL 

It would work admirably. if all t1, 
or even a.x1ajority o them, w re notoec,.m•aeca 
to wor ;y ·W~dl-UOIIIell'& 
the fact· , 
d tontheiro 
it very difticult to get aloag anau 
system, beD 
th it ill be JlerteaRer 
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Thil, with the expenses of the extra academica.l 
year required in preparation for matriculation in 
Dalhousie,. as shown in our last issue, will make 
it exceedingly difficult for· students of limited 
means, as the great majority of us are, to take 
adv&ntage of the thorough education here 
imparted. ., ' 

But this is not all. School teaching in thi~ 
province was long the stepping stone to other 
profesaion& Many of our leading men, and 
among them soro~ of our Governor , worked 
their own way through College, by teaching in 
~e summer months. Many of the students in 
College to-day are working along in the same 
way. We know that, in some quarters, a hue 
and cry i raised against teaching as a stepping 
atone, but very often the objection is made by 
teachers who never saw. the in~ide of a college. 
It ia with them a repetition of the old cry, ''This 
our craft is in danger of being set at naught." 
The ·only Yalid objection ag~nst such a &ystem 
• the frequent changing of teachers; but we 
believe that a semi-annual influx of enthusiastic, 
competent teachers, as college men generally are, 
baa fa.r out-weighed any injuries inflicted by the 
changes. But whether the system has been 
injurious tQ popular education or not, it served 
a purpose in enabling many a young man to ~ecure 
a college training; and thus in a measure, at any 
rate, it baa benefited the cause of higher educa­
tion. 

Now by the eight months arrangement, this 
eouroe Of revenue i completely cut off. When 
the Uadent leaves college in the spring, what can 

turD hiiDI8lf to th t will yield him 265.00 
...... months, or even 120.00, provided he has 

bal•r:y 01 exhibition, :which only a few can 
This arrangement has a double dis­

.,..-~; for, hile it increases the students' 
111•d11are it decreases the time or earning the 
M_,MI fuod& I' leaves tho poor tudent ahAo­
...... 'tlrtUM)Ut the chance of an education in 

I' abu the door of the U niveraity · 
elMS of young men who 

.......... bly proved the·moeii auceess­
d dudines may come here 

ma•n11ce, bu~ the b wor ~ 
home ·oy e 

privileges which this College affords. In a word: 
lt will prove a great advantage to the studint 
who ,hl18 plenty capital t? back him up. But 
these are, unhappily, in the minority. To the 
student who is dependent upon his own earnings, 
it will prove an almost insurmountable obstacle 
in the way of coming to this University · for a.n 
education. And unhappily, the~e are in the 
majority. 

HAVING coQsidered in our last issue how 
Examinations have come to be regarded by 

those who prepare to go up to them, how -they 
have become invested with an interest stronger 
perhaps than they deserve, we proceed to inquire 
if this really is the crucial test which many 
suppose ; . or if not, how far -adequate and how 
far inadequate to that purpose. We would like 
to inquire intQ that system, which in many cases, 
through the harsh conditions it frequently 
imposes, dims the mental lustre and wea~ens , the 
physical powers of those c~lled into account. 
Everyone admits that it is absolutely necessary 
to have some means of finding out whether a 

I 

student has bren faithful or unfaithful to his 
calling; whether he has devoted himself to or 
shh·ked the task set before him; and in lieu of a · 
better means of. discovering this, written exami­
nations are · called into use. But does this 
system generally produce the results anticipated, 
·and clearly determine tbe excellence of each 

tudent ? It is a hard t.hing to say, but we fear 
tha.t some examiners, through unfair papers which 
they unwittingly et, have been the means of 
creating an amount of mi~ery of which they 
have no idea. · A wound received unjustly at 
their hands may rankle for y~ars in the breast 
of some unfortunate of peculiar disposition, and 
mark with a tinge of mi antrophy the whole 
course of his life. We wonder if examiners 
remember the time when they themselves 11trod 
the wine press," n.ncl confronted sorrows which 
the lap~Je of time has rot diminished for students, 
but ·rather augmented ; the time when they 
themselves bo ed in anguish, perhaps, over 
dre ful e aminatio~ papers ; when their brain 
UUUIIIIIU8 giddy with h rd thinking, &nd after • 

or our ho paper, exhausted Datme 

-
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nearly succumbed I Remembering these things 
one might expect that now and again gentle 
drops of pity would visit their hearts. There is 
no more fitting place for humanity and the 
"milk of -~uma.n kindness" to find a lodging place 
than in the breasts of professors. It is not so 
~uch tho difficult work throughout the term that 
the students object to, &8 we have learned from 

· the testimony of many, but the worry and 
exhausting o~deal of examinations. Some con­
stitutions, indeed, which nature has not formed 
in robust and heroic mould, enter t~e examina­
tion room with danger. The critical nature mag­
nifies the ' impo~nce of the occasion, which 
stronger minds regard with·little concern or even 
interest. The result is that the excitable person· 
makes a wretched paper, and, when the lists are 
published, is made the companion of despair. In 
this case at least, the present system errs lament­
ably on the side of injustice. 

Again, nothing is more common than to bear 
such a remark as this : " So and so is . a very 
clever. man, but he has not the knack of ma.king 
a good paper." From tllis one would Auppoee 
that doing well at an examination was an art 
by itself, and must be learned by hhn whq would 
stand high in the list of honor. · 

Beyond question the end which an examiner 
should contemplate when about to draw out a 
paper on any subject, would be to test his 
students' knowledge of that subject as a whole. 
It requires no great acumen to see how unfair it 
would be to pick out all the nice points or 
"ft.vkey " questions which the range of that 
subject admits of. Young men. come to college 
not to have their h.-de transformed into duat 
bins, where odds and ends are heaped together, 
bu~ to acquire the lasting poaellion of a cul­
tured, broadened mind. The thoaaand difl'ereot 
pUl"'ui which claim dUI"erent men's allegiaoce 
after they have ~forever paaeed from out our 
College halls, demand not a ready memory of all 
which they have 1 , but the keeoawat~MI 
intelligence and mental vilor which 
COUJ'I8 of study h power to increa~~e. 

But while e imput;e DO .IHIIIIU 

tem of examin•tiooa, COIDIIIlOD 

e gi e it fall ciedii for wbla.o-

• 

• ever advantagee it possesses. There is nothing 
that is more calculated to make the careleu 
student do faithful work than the certainty that 
some day he must come to a reckoning with his 
instructors. With the great majority of men 
fear is str()nger to persuade than love; the lagging­
ox mo':es merrily on when the ·goads furnish a. 
gentle reminder. · .Again, examinations demand 
great exactitude on the part of the examined. 
To be able to seize the essence of. a question, to 
epltomise some wide subject is no ordinar:y 
accomplishment. The student is continually 
exercised in grasping the essence of thi~ 
separating the kernel from the worihlees e~ell. 
In this way thorough work is ensured, which the 
indolence of most natures is prone to neglect. 

Such are a few of the disadvantages and 
advantages of this method of testing student& 
It is a question if .the near future will not 
iscover some other way, though it is a hard 

problem to solve. The best of human deviees 
are not perfect at every point, and it is undoubt­
edly the a~nce o any fairer method of e mi· 
nation, which baa made the adoption of the 
p~t ~yst_em 8o.,.general amc;>ug the oolleg 

~· ·-· .. 
WE agree with" Qu,idn1me," that thia is the 

time for the Alumni Aaeociation to mo•e 
for a larger repreeentatioa on the Board of 
Oovemor~ There are two vacancies and 
possibly three. We do not know but r. 
Sedgewick, the only Alumni np,l"881mii.U 
the Board, ill reaign hia position in OODieQllleDee 
of hia remoVal to Ott& a ; e hope not, how· 
ever. lt is, e believe, v ry desirable to ~~&•,• 
on the Board o. UoYerno , a larpr ~~r.mt.a­
tion of mtD ho ba•e beeD ed iD Dalhoa~~-. 

d ho. in coo.qa.eaee. mllDW mft1Ni albCMitt 
&I of e Co 1 OID4ar. 

,.... ..... ·of their altU ,... woam 
WhJ Ill p 

..... haft -·M' 
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IN an early issue we gave a brief account of 
the Alumni prize essay the " History of Dal­

housie College and University," by George 
Patterson, M.A. The Alumni Association recog­
nising itS superior merit, had it published, and 
copies can now be had of the Secretary, Mr. 
Boak. Few students, however, have . availed 
themselves of tile privileges of securing copies, 
doubtless owing to the high price asked. 'fhe 
Executive Committee of the Association have 
lately informed ua that they will dispose of 
copies to students at a merely nominal price, 25 
cents, as they feel that every student should have 

·one. We would recommend every student to 
secure a copy of this excellent history of our 
College, when they have now an opportunty to 
do so, on such easy terms. 

WHY is it that so few articles have been 
entered this session for the Wad dell and 

cNaughton prizes 1 We cert&in1y think that 
•he students and graduates are ma.nifesting a 
aad lack of interest in this matter. The prizes 
are, of course not large, but the honor of winning 
one, should of itself1 prove a sufficient stimulus 
to the intending competitor. It is hardly treat­
ing the donors of th~ e prizes fairly, not to take 
greater advantage of their kind offer. The aim 
in offering these prizes is one to stimulate our 
student. to cultivate facilty in composition, and 
~ the I&IDe time to provide good l~terary matter 
for the G.AZ&TJ'&. We cannot help feeling grate­
ful to Dr. Waddell and Mr. McNaughton for the 
kind interest they are taking in the GAZE'ITE, 

uui we earnestly hope that the students, and 
gtacl u well, will feel bound to do all they 

to 1800nd their eirorta towards the improve­
... of ~e GAZJ:l'T&. 

or ill benefit of our readers we will quote 
fiollll le e have received from Dr. Waddell 

-1"8QarG &o &bia matter, hoping it may have the 
Of ening greater interest in these 

think of the G.AZErrE, and thnt at the beginning of the 
Session the Editors would have a large number to 
choose from. It seemed to me that the 0AZETTB 
could he made such a paper as would be welcomed by 
the graduates, and possibly by people having no con­
nection with the College. We should have such a 
paper that our exchan~es would welcome it heartily ; 
that would show to o\ltsiders that 'there is a University 
of nute in Nova Scoti•l. Thus our grauuates would 
have a higher Stilnding, auu our young men more 
encouragement to matriculate. It may be urged that 
ten dollars could not possibly be expected to yield such 
a, result. Perhaps not ! It was not supposed that the 
money value of the prize was to be a great allurment, 
but it was a formal recognition on the behalf of the 
GAZETTE of the value of ability to express thought, 
and it was hoped that some honor might be attached 
to the winning of the -prize." · 

A WRITER in The A'vening Mail advocates a 
change of name for this College. He 

thinks that if it were called The University of 
Halifax, out of consideration for the interest 
taken in the institution by some of the leading 
men of this city, the change would at the same 
time help to uproot a deep seated prejudice 
against Dalhousie, which still · exists in some 
quarters, and would tend to make the University 
more widely known. 

There was, undoubtedly,& considerable amount 
of prejudice against Dalhousie fostered by. denom­
inational ·and local jealousies; but happily that 
is fast disappearing, and the people of the 
Maritime provinces are fully aware that this 
University is strictly unsectari&n, under the 
control of no particular religious body, having 
on its staff of instructors men from ditferent 
religious denominations, and among its students 
representatives of nearly every christian belief 

. in these provinces. '\Vhy then advocate a change 
of name to chase out of existence a sickly 
prejudice, that was begotten by ignorance and 
brought up by jealousy? Let the thing die a 
natural death. 

And the writer thinks if the University bore 
the name of the city in which it is situated it 

ho U.t \be prize migh' auggeet to the would Le more widely known, inasmuch aa 
1 of Uae •'udeota \bat ritiog ia import- Halifax is known the world over. In support of 
i' · often better to have a few ideaa this assertion he instances the Universities of 

.ing them properly, than a Toronto Edinburgh P · & Th" to 
atbou' po er of u"eranee. . ' . ' ana,_ c. 1S our 

wiNm the atudea re enjoJing I mmd proves nothmg. McG1ll, Harvard, Co ell, 
.... ., they miab' be iDduoed &o Jolm Hopkins, Brown, &c., are no lees famou 

• .J 
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seats of learning because they do not bear the 
names of the cities in which they are Mevero.lly 
situated. 

. What's in a name anyway? A University 
where "any person can find instruction in alm,ost 
any study," is bound "to live down all opposi­
tion," and depends for its public sympathy a d 
patronage on something more substantial than on 
a mere name. We, for our part, "Would sorry 
to have the name Dalhousie changed. 

... Ia II' I .. 

THE OONVERSAZIONE. · 

The · daily papers have already given an 
outline of the programme of the proposed Con­
versazione to be held at the end of April. The 
Governors, Professors, and Alumni, are working 
in concert, and every effort exerted to make the 
gathering a success. The Committee, we under­
stand~ have not finally completed arrangements, 
but leading educationalists in the Maritime 
~rovinces are to be invited,. a~d every e~emeot 
Introduced that have made stmdar gathenngs so 
popular. in American Colleges. It is particularly 
desired that all graduates be present, and they 
are requested to send their present address to the 
Secretary, H. W. ( 0. Boak, Barrister, Bedford 
Row, Halifax. · 

SENSIBLE ADVICE. 

The St'f.Uknts' Manual, by the Rev. John 
Todd, ~ a little book ·that every student should 
read. It isn't a recent publication, but it is a 
most useful one for the , elass of young men for 
whom it is intended. We have read it with 
much profit ~nd delight, and do most strongly 
recommend it to those who may not have read il 
We shall -make one or two ext~te to show the 
nature of the book, endorsing at the same time 
the adv'ce which they contain. Under the head­
ing of study we find the following : 

" o fixed time for ltudy can be marked out for 
alL Thia muat vary wi~ the constitution of each 
individual. A m.i.nd that mov alo ly requi and 

·n bear more time for itUdJ. In GermanJ 
atudent., spend mant more boura than we can in thia 
countiy. I have tried to account for Ute fact, that, 
with iheir pnpoaterou h bite of eating d • ence, 

1 11 •udy 10 1 hou in a day, 1 ~ 
to e e old tge. Doubtl "Otial ha 
IOIIlae&biDg; but theee Will not account for iL 

ill atudy eixteen boa 1 ;·fe ol ._...., .. 
uat1rtean. ould all • der it ! 

atki &o ' 0 -~ I .-mao~ 

th~ir mental operations are slower than Olll'l, and the 
climate is.l888 variable and better adapted1o a atuden~ 
life. Few in our country ever studied half as much u 
they have, if hours are to be the criterion. But 
another remark may here be made. Germany · 
distinguished for the study of the elaaice, for th 
making of lexicons and commentaries, and for studi• 
of such a nature as require diligence and accuracy, but 
make no very great draft upon the soul. Be this u it ... 
may, it is certain that we must do what we do, by way 
of study, in fewer hours ; and, in my view, it is vastly 
better to chain the attention down more closely, and 
study hard a few hours, than to try to keep it mod­
erately fixed and engaged for a greater length ·of time. 

Our moat succeesful students seldom· study over eix 
houl"B in a day. In this I include nothing of recita­
tions of desultory, half formed impullea of the mind, 
but I meam real, hard, devoted study. He who would 
study six houn a day with all the atliention of which 
the soul is capable, need not fear but he 1ri1J. yo~ at.and 
high in his calling. But mark me :-it mu be .tud11 
M inten86 cu the IOUl tDill b«Jr. The attention mUJt 
all" be absorbed; the thought. muat all be brought io, 
and tumed upon the object of atudy, u you woald · 
turn the collected ray of the sun into the focus or t.he 
glaas when you would get fire fl'Om th01e rayL Be 
sure to geeas much of your tudy in the morning 
u po iblc. The mind is then in good order. Aurora .· 
mum am ·ca, necM1I ~-" 

I 

Continuing the author remarks : 

"Have reganl to the positions of the body while 
engaged in tudy. Some men, from early life, habit: 
uate Ulem lves to atudJ sitting t a low, ftat ble. 
Thia ought to be aYoided; for, you adv ce in life 
that p rt of the body ~hich u bet een the lhoaldera 
and the hipe beeom more-and more feeble, and con­
sequently the stooping habit ia acquired. Standing w 
undoulitedJy the bee~ m~thod of tt.udy if you bepl ira • 
this way. If yon can change poeUiona, and atud . a 
part and sit part of the time, it ill be w~ bo' ill 
former should prepond rate. 

The late talented nd Ia ented Grimke tlifc:Jnill 
Ula he unifof.mly dood, di ID 
while walking in h · room. Be 1 ~ 1 
table high enough. U poaible it, ihe p_. of 
which ahould alope a liL~a, that '" ~~~ IDIJ fall 
upon JOU f~m behi Thia will a to 
the ey In a to 
hadedt or ~ ha a 

your a are 
Dot fall upon 

die 
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WE have much pleasure in placing the Phi 
Sigma Monthly, (York, Pa.,) on the list of our 
exchanges . 

TBB first number of the Owl has come hand, 
and we are pleased to make its acquaintance. 
Long ma.y ~inerva inspire the bird 1 

TuB V arrity i.~ printing a series of interesting 
articles on the professions, from the pens of able 
specialists. 

THE Thielensian is also a new comer, which, 
we trust will come regularly hereafter. The 
nu~ before us oontains some fairly well 
written a.rticles, more extended notice of which 
the time at our disposal compels us to forego at 
present. "" 

TB U11ive•rs-ity Gazette i agitatin~ for a 
University Day, a means of fo te1·Jng and 
trengthening the uprit de co?pB of her gradu­

ates, and of bringing all-~1·adu~tes, Mtudents 
and·profe ors into closer mnon wtth each othel'. 
The Gautte h~ been very outspoken this winter 

pin ita criticism of certain parts of the curriculum. 

' T.11 Dartmo·utlt for February i a fairly good 
nntn of a college paper that has always been 
one of thtt best of our exchange . Perhapli one 
of its most noticeable features i~ the large 
amount of space devoted to Memoranda Alwrn-

. -nontm. We too have, or at least are supposed 
&o have an Alu~1ni Assocoation in connection 
· i~h ou: Coil , but, o far, it bas done nothing 

to enhance the value of the GAZE'l'1'E. 

.TBB U11.iwrrity Monthly has ome ~e~'Y. sensi~ 
ble remarks on "Intercollegiate Intercourse, 

hich ~e fully endorse. We ~o not ee w~y 
the very best of feeling should not su ~Ist 
~ our aritime Colleg , and we think 
that · baa alw ys shown herself ready 
to • • egiate good-will and 
I o The Jlomhly contains a large ntun- · 
ber ritten articles. 

.....,..._ V ataderbilt Obtwver oon i a number 
11 ritteo rtieles, ly, b t treating of 

__ ... I t' madn , in which the writer makes 
,., .. ,.a--.& .~ , generally overlooked lty 

Oft1HI. e. g.-cc t · till more wortliy of note to 
o carefully oratio kept his oath. 

t .re plaJ he d 't let fall a· 
~p in ng&J:d to Baml t's madneas. 

_. ... fat when he made Horat.io 
ly 

.. .... roOt 

No.3 of the Academy presents a very credit­
able appearance. We must congratulate it on 
its decided improvement. Perhaps that "fatherly 
advice" of ours was not amiss after all. If it 
has had a good effect, we will feel abundantly 
recompensed for the little trouble we have ta~en 
to secure that end, · and also encouraged to gt ve 
some more advice. For this reason, therefore, 
we recommend the exchange Editor to get into 
a little better humour, and. also to try and tone 
down his imacrination somewhat. The latter 
evidently got th~ better of him when he imagined 
we had constituted him judge of the "acm.e ~f 
perfection" in a college paper. We really d1dn t 
intend to pay him so high a compliment. 

• 

D. M. SoLOAN has been chosen to deliver the 
Valedictory for the graduating class in Arts.-

A. A. MACKAY: B. A., (McGill,) has been 
appointed Valedictorian for the graduating class 
in Law. 

REV. j, R. MUNRO, B. A., '76, of Antigonish, 
was in the city last week, and paid u.- a friendly 
visit. 

D. C. FRASER, B. A., '72, has been appointed 
a member of the Local Government, and Uovern- · 
ment leader in _the Lt:gislative Coun<·il. 

RoBT. SEDGEWICK, B. A. '67, Q. U., Lecturer 
on Equity in this Unive~sit~, has been a.p1~oi~ted 
Deputy Minister of Ju ttee for the DounniO?· 

·Mxss BELLE CROWE, who a.ttende l Dalhou::Jie 
as an Undergraduate during the Sel:ltsion :85-'~6, 
was in the city the oth~r day, and ptud u~; a 
visit in our new quarters. 

WJL B. TAYLOR, B. A., '84, a Junior Medical 
of MeGill, who, as reported in a pre\'ious issue, 
had to go to Southern Ca~ifornia for ~l1e Lenefit 
of his hea.lth, was marl'led there a f "W weeka 
ago to Mi~s O'Donnell of this city. The 
GAZE'l'H extenrls congratulations, and hopes 
th t the change of climate, combined with the 
f~t;ering care of his young wife, will .re tore Mr. 
Taylor to ped~ct ht!tdth. 

4• ·-· .... 

• 
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~~lbLWJS~IE~S~~ • 
. w' 1Dilh our cont~m .. porariel to not• that thil colutn.n il not intlndltJ 

for th• public, but bel01141 ea:clmiwly to th1 1tud~nt1 Cit pr~•'nt att11Uiitag 
College, who ar1 alon1 mr:peoted to underMtand it1 content1. 

' G. Bros. & Co., leave the servant girls, 
etc.; alone. Thi~ notice, sirs, iw final.. 

You'll hear more about the dude Freshie and 
the pugilistic coloured man. 

TUPPER was indignant when a friend .asked 
him if that lady, who had charge .of him at 
Mrs. Baxter's lecture, was his mother. 

How powerful would a microscope need to be, 
· to make visible the so-called moustache of our 

P. Hill representative at the Munro · dinner 1 

THE pendulum which has been swinging 
between the Sophmore and Freshman classes, 
has of J,.te been wonderfulll attracted towards 
the latter clllSs, by reason o certain attractions 
there. 

. CHA~IE, the black bearded member of the 
, ·· Physics Class, havirigbecome weary of his theo­

logic surroundings, in secret council planned a 
three days' · vacation to see his lady love i~ her 
rural habitation. He mysteriously disappP..ared, 
and unexpectedly ·returned. He was brought 
up before the Misogynist Society to an wer 
questions relevan.t to his escapade, and replied: 
. l!ir8t, Mr. President, those questions have no 

· metaphysical or astronomical basis. · 
Becond:ty, They are illogical and unlawful. 
Thirdly, It is· not good for man to be alone. 
Hence, I refuse to answer them. 

Richard McBride, Alex. Robi010n, J. 8. Sutherland, 
·· · W. R. O&mpbell, J. W. HeLennan, WalterDoull, Bol.ert 
. McLellan, ,1. 00 . h. . 

155 HOLLIS STREET. · --
We beg to announce to the atudenu of D.ALsouar•, and to the people 

. in general. that we have constantly on hand a Jure and varlecl llocJl of 

PJ.TENT IDIVIN.B , 

!oilet ReqlliBites, Ito. 

PBYSIOIANS' PBBSORIPTION8 AOOU~TBLT PBJIPUWD. 

Prioee MOclerate. 

HATTIE & MY LIUS, 
Bra.ncJ.:-Oent'Yil Drvg Store, 191 Bollia 8Wee~, Htllflu, 

W OPPOIID PaoVDGII '81JIL8.me. 

W. F. PIOKBRING. JU) HD .JOft. 

W. F. PICKERING & CO.-
,(, .' ' 

eroh&nt T&ilora, . 

CORNEII ·DUKE A/10 BARRI/IfJT0/1 BTREETB, 

N. e. 

._,...' 
IN .AJ'J'ILIATION "!•Jill . ~ • I r 

' 

lllLHOU811 OOLLI& 
. 

:zw1:o~ era e., oorroa!aa: 


