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Transcrintion ol Interview with lirs. Joe SeKay, Springnill,

b. 1919, 5 Zhapzl St., Springhlll. bown in destchester, thirty
niles from Jpringhill.

came to Springhill when she was about 14, his namne was Hylan

Jark.
Scottish and Irish descent. here for a number of generations,
attended Junction Road school.
chools here. "They were t00 strict in tho-e days. You wouldn't dare open

your mouth or you'd get awatted. Now kids get away with murder--they get
up and move around.,'

--but they were "good teachers."

Jot to grade 11.

5

girls tended to go further on than the boys in school.

e

gratuatel from grade 11 in 1927.

1.when she was 19, 1929,
worked in the telphone office hefore she was narriel.

--telphone office was right on !iain “treet--some people would call

un the %olepuono office and ask if you could grab their hushand

going Jown the strset and do an errand.

--everybody u=el to call and ask where the fire was.

--1T the town shook and they thought if thersz was an aceilent in the nines
--telephone operators answered all =orts of questions.

telephone offiee was in the [ of P ilding.

coull have written a book--something like “eyton Place. lots of gossin.
they'd tell you all the go=sip around town.

two women worked on the baard in the day-tine and one at night.
37 a week for this work.
living at home all this tize. 'There was no such a thing as just leaving

home 1In those days....Nobody ever thought of loing that.

lived up on the hill, when she got married; lived on Junction R2. when

living with her family. Her A4ad worke? outside in the nines, and he was
working on conct”uctlon. fer husbani was a coal miner, ligging underground.

bullt liouses Sor people around Springhill--sometimes work at houses to
relp his family. all built by her father. other people paid hin.

/e wexre poor. e didn't have any money. lloney was wery =scarce in tho-e
A}

rou had a garden--a cow and some hens. 'You were allowed to have then those

N
£

days in the town.'

had a barn behin? the house.

net her husband in 1929. fiftieth wedding anniversary last week.

his people were coal miners. his nother spoke Gaelic, taught Caelic. her
own méther taught Gaelic. .Jere down Zrom Antigonish way, they were bhorn

down there. Her husband was born in Springhill, but his mother came Jown
from Antgonish,

.

1 1

Lachlan licKay. callel hinm Dan Lachlie. (Brother) . her husban? hal two
brothars and four sisters.

T A -
ner

ranimother talkel about the big strike.
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wsband's family was growing up in a company house.,

husband startel work at 14, his father was dead an? he had to go out to
=upport his mother. 0t to grads 5 or 6,

She had an uncle startihen he was nine. 3oss had to have someone
travelling with hinm all the tine.

husban? horn 1999, atarte?! work 1923.

h2 was a chain runner on the mine. used to play hockey and use

to be quick on his feet. 'He had to Junp on ani off and unhook there
cars when they're moving and Junp off again and all that. e 1id that
for gquite a long while.' worked cuting through stone--stone lust.
Coal dust its not the problen.

left Springhill when the mines blew up, lived in Toronto for 15 years.,

'e wouldn't have any school when there were play-offs here! !
they'd let the kids out of school--

ner husbhand had older hrothers.
~0 he 4idn'+ have to look after the Tamily completely.

she =211 he had always known him, she thinks. he'? call up after he cone
'J ? 5
home from work at night.

working as a regular miner at that point when she got married--on
contract.

'The old pit clothes--they'd bring them home inca bag and--ah! zee, you'd
have to wash them and mend them--you coulin't afford new ones. "o you'”
wash them and mend them, and the next tine you'd see then they'! be all
black and Justy. They had wash-houses out here, they use to bathe evers
day, you xnow, but they'dhave to put these clothes on. Anl, what a

mess' I used to hate then. They'd make such a aess of the washer.'

'You'?l have to shake then out on the newspaper and the lust and--
wasn't anyhody wanted to see those.'

very hard to keep the house clean. they burne? coal in the =tove.
they 'l thoow in the coal shute. the Just woul? Just fly. 'ZSverything wa
dusty.' --coal dust and ashes averywhere,

n

"le never thousht anything about it. Ve took it all for granted. 'le never
Imew anything 1ifferent.’

T

'If youre used to that, wall--it's Just like anything you get used to.'
You'l have a rough time--you'ad get up 1 n the norning and have to gttt the
Tires going an? get the lunch rea’ly and the breakfast ready and the men
would go off to work, and three o'cdock they'd be home--they use to
bBat at half-past three....Some men would get up five o'clock....
They always had four meals a day....Coal miners were great men for sweet
stiff. ... They usel to make a Joke of it, anl they =said that if they 1
anything good in their lunch, they always ate it first, in case there was
a bump an they lost their can.'

[ 1.

ie triel to put something nice in For the

21r lunch, because we felt sorxry
Tor them going out to work in that ol? blac:

% nlace.'
!The women were really good to the men--they spoiled then, waitel on thenm.
Walted on them all the tiize. The mothers waited on thelr sons, theilr =ons
narriel...You waited on them an awful lot, to what the women 0 now. They
never got anything to ecat for themselves o» anything like that.That was
tarcible....The nothers “elt sorry for the kil= going to work when they
were Just kids, Anl they'd make the cisters wait on the boys, run up an:
get his coat, ~un up an? get this and run ap and get that, or have

his meal wealy on the tuble when he camo in throush the Jdoo-....in?' then
1t Just sesme? to kZeam on going once they got narrier.!



'The wives took over Aand they =voile’ thelr children.'

4

They =poile? ¢
company laid on 2 train for Parrshoro.

N.Mhat was the women's noint oF view on strikes?

.ere

rou

1e nhildren, even 1Ff thi= 7idn't mean money.

that experience? A.Veah., It was terribla, There was no money, an/?

n't =eem to have any nmoney to hand out to then

u'?l dole then out 1 1little money, Jjust enough

i . An?
o =noke and they'd have to have their tobaceco anc
o)

for a

ever through
the

papers
kept

to keep hin happy. "OWILng your own cigarettes |....lost of the wonmen

control [ove_ the ﬂonev? because the men were on
they weren't hone to pay for anything, so the man
the envelope and he'’ give it th the wouman. As a
way I foudd it....Pamer

2ifferent
would coae
Mow that's
s would come in on “aturday with a big load

Tule.

shifts an?
home with

the

of vegetables--it was a great town to buy =tuff....iliners ave great

speniers....They always hal a good Ghristmas....Th& really

anjoyed 1if

Othexr people would bes saving and scriping and trying to get alonr,
good time.'

but the niners--a lot of tie miners--they likel a
-fairly har’-3rinking town, she feels.

--31 for a Jug of wine, get Jdrunk.

--not ‘rink at home so much as in other places.
home.'

--thinks the temperance novenent was stronger amnng

men.,
her parents werae 3antists and pretty =trict. 'Don't you ever bring it hone,'
he'lcomment on hushand'~ rinking.

Irinking out=ide of the home: it woull Jdepeni on when he cane nome and

“hat shape he was in.

'It took you all your tine to lool zfter your hu
coal du=t,

niners had big familiew. mother had big children.

Jiiners had a great ~ense of humour. [lost of then hal
)

--you coull say things in the nine you couldn't
zood fellow=hip of the nine.

after they got marrie? they hada bungdlow up the !

wnen they came back from Toronto.
belongel! to the Nebskahs,
Jjust in Toronto one month when the bumf cane.

two children. little girl 1ie? when she was tw0;

shopping on .aln Street., 'I Jdon't think anybody took

--people used to talie theilr order=s to the merchants

'The brave ones

sband

hill.

lived to grow up

they'? put on a dozen oranges dovmn on thelr orier and

it to =ix--~aying 'They Jon't neel nore than =ix.'

thoupght the miners Aidn't need.

some of the nerchants just forrot about the bills.
J [

hought thi

cash.,'

They =strike o

3"‘01

women than among

and your kils an?

say on the surface.

union

the men--they all use
1 cigarettes or whatever....
man to get

e.

it

the

tiie greatest sense of

house

'3ut they kept the people.' Pay the nmerchants every Saturday night.

=kzatal

, Jancel, =he alway= went to the gane=s and watchel

vetalls story of Ackie Allbon'=w great victory in Yarmouth.

[RR4

9 ~ / -
e were all relate?, you know'--=ays of the merchante/miner-,

o

thought they were a little better than the coal niners,

£irls to go around with the boys over in the Zows.'

and they

'Ch,

1idn't

her husbana

to

nlay

r
.

some nHeople
nt thelr

he

8%

during the =striles of the 1920z--
the merchantﬂ wouls? change
wiat ‘Z'}"‘J



;irls on the (Iill told,"You keen away Trom the boyes in the lows," mut
We all marrie!l boys In the Rows.'

-~-tonnling over out-houses on lallowe'en.

as in those days--no antibiotiC° 'lleat some salt in the oven
elr ear for ear-ache.' Poultices univer=al,

~

rich “doctor= in “pringhill.

Aelive~ing A haby was S4.00; otherwise covered hy 2%5¢ a weelk.

nitvive~ In town. Joctors were free, :more oz le=s, ~o they u=el to Jdelive:
bables.

never hal any funeral home until a few years ago. hody laid out in the front
parlour., nesver put the lights out anl clo=e? the door and went to be? with
AT <

2 corp=e In the house.

to

weran't like Irish wakes. they'? hang a big wreath on your Joor.

~

The house woul?l be packed--if you were popular, if !

vou were well-lileAd.
'"They loved excuses to close the nmines in these day=. They lovel to hear
the whistles blow, but the women 1idn't.'

--whistle would blow the night before for 'no work' the next lay.

r husbaini had three narrow escapes in the mines.

lT:‘

ne "Enue’ to o back to the
Everything woull shake, you know, and the liches would rattle in

4

your cuphoard....'

she was down in tihie mine once. the heat was terrific in the mines, and the
dust., --always =aves a plece of a sandwich or a cookie--ewen long after his
.“ﬂﬁusp "ow wlﬂﬂ't eat the a*+ your hand touchel. sive then

--thrre was =ome religious livision: Zatholics woulidn't let their kide play
with protestants, and vice ver=a.

--her husband was a strong Libveral.

'Ten when the whistles woull blow they'd blame the Liberal governiient

or the fonservatlve government, you know, they':? say "There's the old J3ennett
whistles or something,"....

--always blame the local government lere.

'Just a4 little sneakiler,' she says about morals in those days.
’ it/

nany girls had to et married--it would take them a2 long time to live 1t Jdown.,

'You see, in this town, everholy lmew everybody c=lse.' Couldn't keep a presnancy
secret by any means.

quite a stimna. in the olAd days, "The =tork brougcht babies.'
4 J ] [

drugstore--contraceptives.'You whi-perel to the Lvhahuaciat] and everybody knew
you'd hought then.'

--z0 nany hundred= of peovnle left here.

--analysis of war con=cription: "anything would be better than mining.'" "anything
to get out of the nines

small-town intimacy. good place to retire to.
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