





PUBLIC RELATIONS SERVICES LTD.
INNER COURT & 33 SCOTT STREET e o

TORONTO 1, CANADA ADELAIDE 87978

HENRY JANES, M. A.
PRESIDENT

29th May, 1944.

Ir.Thomas H. Raddall,
verpool,
Nova Scotia.

Dear Mr.Raddall:

I expect to be in Halifax from June 4th te the
evening of June 6th. I am bringing with me the Demiun and
Amiens shests showing the surroundings of Hatchett Wood on
two scales.

It has occurred to me that you might like to discuss
the episode of that battle with me while I am at the Nova
Scotian Hotel in Halifax, and if it can be arranged it will
give me great pleasure to meet the son of my old Colonel
of the Winnipeg Black Devils.

I have been hoping for some time to visit Nova Scotia
and have postponed further correspondence with you with the
possibility of this personal contact in mind. Now that it is
definite it gives me great pleasure to forward you this inform-
ation about my trip.

Yours sincerely,

HM: AP
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TORONTO 5, CANADA

April 20, 1957,

Dear Tomie

I am addressing the Canadian Institute of International Affairs,
Halifax Branch , Thursdny evening May 2, Also I am speaking in Old
S t, Paul's Anglican Church , Halifax , the following Sundsy evening o
Saturdey I have a free day which I would like to spend with you at Liverpool.
if you are there and sre free o It is = treat I have been promising
myself for years , a day with the son of my late and beldved Commanding
Officer in the Black Devils ,

e... Saw Roy Whitehead the other day and he wanted to be remembered
vhen I would he privileged to be with you You might drop me a lina or
wire me collect to the above address confirmation,or otherwise
you expect to be absent from Liverpool, in which event I can make other
arrangements for Saturdey o But I hope you will be hoims and available ¢

With the adsurance of my regard , and best wishes for Egséertide ,
Iam 4....... and regards to Mrs, Raddall whom I had the pleasure of
meating in 1944 ¢..0.....
lost cordially



June 15th,1960

Dear Herb,

Therks for your posteerd and your very kind
fmvitation to dine. T do“n't\exp.et to be in Toronto in the
near future, although thereja 8light possibility that my
publ;swmmywinhmtouélwmsmofgmli\,a;)par-
ance there in Septenber, when my latest novel comes out in
Toronto and lew ToPk.

%yeamagnwuifeanilmdeatmrafmr@s
and in the course of it I sede a lome pilgrizage to Famitobe |
Cenetery, rmmmumaxtusthﬁtmmmcm
to Hatehet Woode I heve aluays felt that the Brigade staff
work was faulty there, and that Hatchet Wood could and should
have been by=-passed. However, after I crossed the Calxele
Quesnel road and moved through the wheat fields until the wood
car:a in sight, I got the true picture. The wood still looks
‘uﬂq:maswtaatrmmtheldmpe.andtm’m

i o perfect £ield of fire, not only to their fromt but to
bothﬂmkafowe.tlmstanﬂe If the Winnipegs had failed
to atiack promtly and decisively the Cermen michincegunners
would have clobbered the battalions moving acrose those open
slopes to the right end left. Dad told Dug Seunders, "Thic
is going to be 3 bad one”, cs soca as he saw the set-up, but
his course was plain. One of the staff told me long afterwards
that the only awailable tanks had been allotted to the troops
attacking et Lo (uesnel, where in fact the advance proved to
oeemmmdveqmsy;andthat.bymeafthehudchma
of wey, without tanks and with very little artillery support,
the U ﬂmﬁpegsbndtoattnckmtwmdmttobemmm
spot in the so-called Slue line.

, and now
lihtomhamtwcawofymrthldmp...ouldymtmd
it to me, please? I'11 return it promptly. i

With my best regards,

Herbert llowct Esqe,
Bloor
oronto,Ontario.
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August 17, 1972

Dear Herb:

I'm delighted to hear from you, and to know that you and R.qy White=
head are well and actives I remember with pleasure an evening with th
]bfhi:.}tleheads many years ago, when I was in Toronto on business with my xmb-

erse

As with you and Vhitehead, August 9th mxy year is a poignant occasion.
Not long ago one of my sisters found, and turned over to me, a letter from
Dad to Mother, written on the evening before marching up to battle stations.
The envelopo contained a few dry flowers, which he had picked in the garden
of a French chateau where he was staying , and a brief affectionate note
saying "By the time this reaches you, you will have heard great things of
our boys." By the time it reached her, he was dead, with so many others,
but his boys had indeed done great things.

Over the years since, I have met or corresponded with many of the officers
and men, and I obtained a copy of the 8th Battalion war diary for August 8
and 9, 1918, and a copy of your own field map of the Amiens area.

When at last I was abl to visit the battlefield in 1958, and go over it step
tual]y knew more about it than the people living
ould £ind nobody in Caix who knew where Manitoba Ceme

- etexy was. Cne old lady said there were some Cenadians niried in Rosieres

(so there were, but not of the First Division) and eventually I found the
Manitoba graves myselfs Hatchet Wood still loomed, dark and ominous, on
the farther side of the draw in the wheatfields, and I knew how Dad felt when
ho said to Ssunders, "Bug, this is going to be a bad one.”

I brought hame to Mother some earth from Ded's grave, a.ndasprdgotasmlll
creeping plant called London Pride which then covered most of the cemetery.

Some years ago I had a letter from 2 man who described himself as "probnbly
the most rear rank private in the whole C.E.F." He was one of C

8th Battalion, and his platoon lost their licutonant and sergeant early Sn
the battlos He admitted that he dropped out of the fight (into a German
latrinel) and didn't rejoin the Battalien until it was all over. Captain
(or Major?) Frank Ross put him under open arrest for desertion in the face
of the enamy, He claimed to be ill, and succeeded in dropping out of sight
again. hat with the Battalion's heavy loss of officers and men, and new
drafts caming up, ctc., there was a lot of cknfusion, and eventually the
charge of desertion was forgotten.

The Battalion casuvalty list for August 9 showed 52 men missing, most of them
stragglers no doubt, who turned up like this chap later on.

I'm glad you liked my acecount of the War of 1812 in "The Path of Destiny".
A man of my acquaintance, apx-oto:mn:thutory. toldmewlthmw!dnﬂa

stand the Canadian's attitude toward the United States to the present day.
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