
CANADIAN NATIONAL RAILWAY 

SYSTEM 

Thomas H. Raddall, Esg ., 

LIVERPOOL, N. S. 

Dear Mr. Raddall : 

Montreal 1, Q,ue ,, 
January 30th, 1951, 

As a reader who has enjoyed and profited by your 
book "HALIFAX - Warden of the North" and as one who has admired 
your skill in putting it together, I run taking the liberty of 
turning to you for advice upon a problem with which we are con-
fronted here, 

For some years we have been talking about the 
desirability of having someone write a history of the Canadian 
National Railways but it is only since Donald Gordon interested 
himself in the subject t hat we have been able to give it 
serious consideration. And now we find ourselves stumped. 

The type of history we have in mind is one that 
would be sufficiently complete to have real academic value, yet, 
at the same time, handled with that touch which would give i t 
a popular appeal . What we seem to need to find out is: 

(a) Approximately how long it would t ake to do the 
work. 

(b) What, roughly, should be the nature of the terms 
likely to interest a writer , 

(c) An approximation of the cost of the project. 

We, of course, would pay a fee , provide such 
transportation as might be needed and we would do everything 
possibl e to help the author wi th his research by putting him in 
touch wi th individuals and with all records that are available . 
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Many of the latter are sadly scattered, I am afraid, and some 
may be completely lost, The author, however, could rely upon 
our full co- operation. 

This task is quite beyond the competence of our 
Department , It seems to me to need the services of a man who 
is trained in how to conduct historical research and who has 
the skill to put his findings into interesting words . We would 
be most appreciative of any advice you can give us , 

Sincerely yours, 

GHLash/1. -D~ '"l~ ations, 



Ur . G.H.Le.11.r 
Director of Public llelatlon• , 
C6.M.d1en l~&.ti .:uu .. l Eailwa.71 , 
l.lontreal 1 , q,.te . 

Dear Mr . Lasb, 

P•brual'7 5th,1951 

With regard to 7'0ur l et\er of 30\h l:m.U&l'J , 
1 ahaul G. s&y the Job of wr it i ng li. history or the Cc.nadit:ti, 
1'a.t1011,11,,l lla1l'tf8.7• would tak• ho 7ears -- on• year tor 
research and s nothu for the nctwi.l wri tin(!. !hat 1r. if 
the 'book is lo baYe , as you aay, real academic value ns 
well e.t. poV\Uur e.ppenl . Th~ two f u ::tor~ cnn be tltrr1.c6., 
and when the union is suacessf'ul a h11tory can be \he • oet 
f11.tc i n,,.ting thi ne 1n th.a worl d. 'l'he story of the C ,N,R,, 
which contn.i1n in 1ta bones uo lmCh of the sto17 of the 
Caucd1t.n p&tpla, ~•~cinlly in thu t rcmcndow; d0Telov11vnt 
line• the turn of the c•ntur7, offers eTery pon1b1Uty 
of such a union. If I felt frea to do it., I should ho.Bten 
to otter 117self as a candidate r~ the Job. 

RowEn"er , in t he career which l haYe aapped 
otlt for IQ't.elf the nitlng of hintor7 (euch ae 11 &lifa..i: , 
Warden ot The lorth") can only be ao. 1nterett.1ng 
Uy maJor couc0rn is t ho novel . 'fl'i th which I W!:lve had tiOl'Je 
success , and aa 7t:11.1 will reAd.117 realise, a euoceH 11\lat 
be tolloued up if 1 t i!3 to be of porr,'!t\.llt.nt 'f'a lu.e. I could 
not \alee lwo year• •out" to t&ekle a J ob of hietory, no 
11mtter how inter-,atinc it might be . I do not regret the 

I took " out11 to do t he book: on Halifax, which brought 
r.ie a great denl of person&l se.tisfe.et i on (not t o mention 
a GoTernor- Oeneral'• Award !) , but 1 r aaUH that another 
tliverllion or thh sort , comint; so noon after thlt other, 

affect aertoualy ?o• t tton aa a noYelh t in a 
highly co»pett tl'Ye world. 

Probabl7 7ou had no notion of eng4«tng 11e 
( or any'bod¥ elae) at thia tii,e, but 1 aentton 111' poattlon 
aa a lo ottertnc 7ou ndv1cs . l •hould 1q that 
t.he Job h worth a t le&S\ $15 , 000 to a competent writer , and 
$20, 000 i f 7ou find tha who can really coabtne authentic 
color with the tact.a. Apar t troa this , :,our actual printing 
and binding (for a book ltk• "Hal i fax" ) would nm 
pr sUy close to $3 per cow on an edition ot 5 , 000 copiee, 
which nowadqs regarded a s a the more you print, 
of courae, tha 1aa1lerthe coat per 'Yoluae. 

Sl n.cer ely, 



CANADIAN NATIONAL RA ILWAY 

SYSTEM 

Thomas H. Raddall , Esg . , 
LIVERPOOL, N. S. 

Dear Mr . Raddall : 

Montreal 1, Qµ e., 
February 7th, 1951. 

Will you please accept my sincerest thanks for 
the promptness with which you answered my letter of January 
30th, and for the val uable information you gave me . 

It is interesting to note that your estimate of 
the time factor approximates my own but I had thought that the 
writing fee would have been considerably higher . No doubt 
that estimate will vary according to the indivi dual . 

I confess that you were among the few writers 
we consider capable of doing the sort of job we have in mind 
and while your withdrawal from consideration is , I admit , 
disappointing, nevertheless it is under standabl e and were I in 
your posit i on, I 'm afraid , my attitude woul d be similar . Onlr, 
a few days ago I purchased a copy of your "Nymph and the Lamp' 
and while my time for novel - reading is f ar more limited t han 
I would like, what I have read so f ar makes it ea·sy for me to 
underst and why you should wish to continue to write in this 
medium. 

You are a busy man and already you have been 
generous with your t i me , but if I should need a bit more advice, 
will you allow me to call on you again? I shall promise not 
to botb.er you often or too much. 

Again with many thanks and good wishes , I remain, 

Sincerely yours , 

GHLash/1. 
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