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January 21 . 1972 

!iss Deb\vr,1 • Shanks. 

Acadia U iversity. 

Holfville . v. s. · 

Dear Hiss st a.nk s: 

The Town Office here passed your letter 

tc th.e Queen County 1 istorical Society• who ~in turn have 

asked me to eply. 

I en lose a _rew uotes which I hope will 
'-be f soMe use to you . 

Sincere'.cy'. 
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SETTLEMENTS IN QUEEN S COUNTY , NOVA SCOTIA 

The first permanent whi t e settlement s in Queens Count y wer e made by 
people f r om r aw &igland in t he period 1759-1 770 • ost of t hose who founded 
t he largest # , Liverpool, wer e from Cape Cod , and t hey i ncluded many 
descendaht s of the Pilgr im Fat hers. Their main inter est was i n the f ishery, 
and t hey wer e drawn to t he mou t h of t he 1ersey River because in those days 
t her e were t hr ongs of salmon ent er ine t he river every spring, while cod , 
pollack, herring and macker el coul d be caught in t he bay. Thi s was true also 
of t he ledway River and Por t Medway, whose sett lers also came f r om New Eng-
l and via Liverpool • 

. The diary of Simeon Perk ins , covering the period 1766-1 812, reveals a good 
deal of t he speech pattern of these New Engl ander s because his spellirig of 
many words is obviously phonetic. There is a micr ofilm of t his di ary in t he 
Publ ic Archives of Nova Scot 1a, and t he Champlain Society have published 
four volumes of excerpt s from i t. (The Champlain Society vol ume covering 
t he period 1780-1 789 has an exoellent int r oduction and summary of Perkins 
and hi~ people. ) ' 

Under t he French regime t he Indians of Nova Scot i a were f i er cely hostile to 
anyone speaking English , and until 1759 the New Engl and f i shemen coul d only 
make bri ef landings for wood and wat er at t heir peril . The fal l of Loui sburg 
and Quebec made settlement safe. A f ew New Engl anders came in the Fall of 
1759 and wintered at Liverpool . The main body of settlel's _came in t he fol-
lowing year , led by Captain Sylvanus Cobb, who had been Wolfe ' s pilot at 
Louisburg. The New Englanders and t heir descendants formed t he great er 
part of the Queens Count y popul ation down t o comparatively modem t imes . 

At the close of t he Ameri can Revolution there was an infl ux of discharged 
Brit ish and Loyalist soldiers and t heir famil i es. Most of t hese came f rom 
New Yo;rk t o Shel burne, N. S., and from t here scattered t o Queens Count y and 
other par\ a of Nova Scot ia and New Brunswick . The Brit ish sol di ers who set-
led at var ious placee al ong the coast of Queens Count y seem to have been 
mainJ.¥ Scots . Those who came to Port Joli wer e entirely Scot s . The Loyali sts 
who had t aken r efuge at New York , and then removed t o Nova Scotia , were from 
various col oni es or states. Those who settled iu Queens County wer e chi efl y 
of New lihgland ori gin, drawn no doubt by t he tact that New lihgl and,rs wer e / 
t here alr eady. However t here was one consi der abl e group of Loyalist sol• 
di era and t heir famil i ea , who creat ed a new settlement at Port Mout on, t he 
men being vet erans of t he Br itish Legi on , commonly called Tarleton 1s Legi on 
aft er their lat e commander. This regiment was rai sed originally among the 
Loyalist s of Pennsylvania , but i t suffer ed heavy l osses in the Sout ham 
campai gn under General Cornwallis , and i t s ranks were refilled from t he 
Loyalist s of South and Nort h Carolina . These people had hard l uck at Port 
Mou t on after landing there in October 178,3. They suffered a terrible wint er, 
and in t he spring t hei r whole t own,was destroyed by fire . As a result most 
of t hep, removed to ot her pl aces. Some rebuilt at Port Mouton. Others came 
t o Li verpool. The rest went t o what i s now Guysborough County , to Di gby 
County , and t o New Brunswick. Of those who remai ned in Queens County , t he 
descendants r et ained f or generations a t race of Carolina accent in such 
words as "heah, t heah, anywheah '' --cl ear ly dist inct from the more guttural 
"heuh, t heuh, anywheuh " of t he German set t iers of adjoining Lunenburg County. 
This accent was st rongly noticeable as l at e as t he 1914-1918 war , when a 
Queens County sol dier overseas met sorrie Americans who mi st ook him for a 
Sout herner. 
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In the period 1825-1 835, following the end ot the Napoleonic Wars 
when ha rd tirnas in BritaLi dr ove a grea t many Heople overseas , some 
groups of Scots and Irish set Ued in t he nort~ rn part or Queens County, 
where their descendants remain , not ably about Caledonia and Hibemia. 
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Also, from about 1815 onward , a number of fishermen and their families 
moved from .Lunenburg Count y to the adjoining coast or Queens County, 
,notably at East 'and West Berlin, Beach Meadows,. and Western Head . They 
were descendants ot the German and French Protestant settlers at Lunen-
burg , and the movement into Queens Count y was simply a matt er of an enlarging 
population moving to new fi.shing stat ions along t he shore. 

There was no remarkable influx of populat ion , other than t hose already 
ment ioned , until the establishnent of a large paper manufact uring industry 
at Liverpool 1n 192') . '!his brought , and cont inued t o bring, skilled 
workers fr~n paper mills in Onta~io and , t o a lesser ext ent , Quebec. Many 
of these were accompani ed by thei r families . By 1972 t hi s indust ry had 
changed the predominant "Iankee"- st rain in Li verpool ~d adjacent villages 
to a minor one. 
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