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Dal grad explores Canada's 
use of deadly chemical 
weapon Agent Orange in 
his new book p. 6 



WEEKLY 
DISPATCH 

Mark Your Calendars - Upcoming Events 

The Novaks live @ The T-Room 
Thursday, March 26~ 
Tickets $7 in advance, $10 at the door 

Sloan Live @ The Grawood 
Friday March 27th, 8:00pm 
Tickets $15 
Open to DAL Students, Faculty, Alumni and Guests 

Year-End "Engibeering" @ Sexton field & Parking lot 
Friday April 3rd, 8:00pm 

Year-End Open ~c @ The Grawood w/ Cash Prize! 
Wednesday April 8~ 

Last-Class Bash @ The Grawood 
Thursday, April 9~ 

DSU Annual General Meeting - April 1st 

The DSU AGM will continue on April 1st at 6:30pm in the 
Mcinnes room of the Dalhousie Student Union Building. A 
valid Dalhousie student I.D. will be required. 

A live-feed room will be arranged for non-DSU 
Media should contact meghann .bryans@dal. ca at 
days prior to the event. 

Visit www.dsu.ca for more information. 

DSU Elections 

members. 
least two 

Congratulations to everyone who ran in the elections on 
the spectacular campaigns this year! And congratulations 
to the following successful candidates: 

DSU President - Shannon Zimmerman 
DSU VP Internal - Mark Hobbs 
DSU VP Education - Rob LeForte 
DSU VP Student Life - Kris Osmond 
Senate Reps - Glen Blake, Meredith Evans and Shane Simms 
Board of Governors Reps - Janet Conrad and Adam Harris 

Survey for Student Renters 
The Halifax Student Alliance is conducting a survey to 
collect information on the experience of student renters 
in the HRM . . If you've had a bad landlord, a great 
landlord or an absentee landlord, we want to hear about 
it! The information will be used to direct our lobbying 
efforts in making concrete policy suggestions. Prizes 
will be drawn from among survey participants! Visit 
StudentsRent.ca to complete the survey today! 

Dalhousie Student Advocacy Service 
The Dalhousie Student Advocacy Service is available to 
help students receive fair and reasonable decisions on 
issues dealing with academic appeals and disciplinary 
matters. The DSAS strives to provide supportive advocacy 
services to students involved in all such situations and 
all inquiries are confidential. For more information, 
visit services/student advocacy at www.dsu.cd or contact 
the DSAS at da l . c a . 

Campus Copy 
Make your presentations and reports stand out this 
semester. Whether you're typing or printing, Campus Copy 
is here for you. Come for the complimentary access to our 
computer lab and stay for our printing and binding 
services. Visit www.dsu.ca for information and pricing. 

Sincerely, 

Your DSU Executive 
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It seems Agent Orange is harder 
to find in Halifax than we thought. 
And I wasn't about to ruin my 
spring petunias for a cover. 
So we commissioned Laura Dawe 
to paint a cover. Thanks Laura. 

-John, the photo editor 

CLARIFICATION: 
A quote attributed to Daniel Joyce 
in "Into the Crystal Cave" (March 
19) was misleading. The Gazette did 
not mean to imply that Joyce uses 
crystal meth. The Gazette apologizes 
for the confusion. 

Buy j Sellj Whatever 

NEED 
STUFF? 

Ja'SD 

2 for 1 
Lattes 

Coburg Coffee House 
6085 Coburg Road 

Corn~• of Coburg Rodn and Henry Street 

EnJOY one compl•mentary 

MEDIUM LATTE 
when a second 

MEDIUM LATTE 
of equal or greater value is purchased. 

Latte • Flavoured Lattes 
Cappurnno • Mochacnno • Hot 

Che<olate • Free Wi-Fi 
Sandwiches • SwN•ts 

---'!'!':!!':!!~~-~~-I:' ~9.. <:<?_f! !:.~: ~~ ~---

Resumes that 
(get you) work. 

Professional resume 
writing and editing, 
at prices students 

can afford. 

www.nataliejoan.ca 
or email: 

resumesbynat@gmail.com 

or call: 

444-9992 
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CORRECTIONS POLICY 
The Gazette 1s steadfastly com­
mitted to accuracy and always 
strives to provide correct i nforma­
tlon to students. We are human, 
though, and we do make mistakes. 
We promise to correct them as 
promptly as possible. If you spot 
an error 1n The Gazette in print or 
online, please report it to copy@ 
dalgazette.ca. 

THE FINE PRINT 
The Gazette is the official written record 
of Dalhous1e Umversity smce 1868 and is 
open to partic1patton from all students. It 1S 
published weekly dunng the academ•c year 
by the Dalhouse Gazette Publ1sh1ng Soc1ety. 
The Gazette IS a student-run publication. Its 
pnmary purpose IS to report fatrly and ObJeC· 
t•vely on •ssues of importance and interest 
to the students of Dalhousie Umvers1ty, to 
prov1de an open forum for the free expres· 
sion and exchange of tdeas, and to stimulate 
meamngful debate on issues that affect or 
would otherw1se be of interest to the student 
body and/or society tn general. 
A "staff contnbutor" is a member of the 
paper deftned as a person who has had 
three volunteer arttcles, or photographs 
of reasonable length, and/or substance 
published m three different issues w1thtn the 
current publishtng year. 
Vtews expressed in the Hot or Not feature, 
The Word at Oaf, and optmons section are 
solely those of the contributing wnters. and 
do not necessanly represent the v1ews of 
The Gazette or its staff. Views expressed tn 
the Streeter feature are solely those of the 
person be1ng quoted, and not The Gazette's 
wnters or staff. Thts publicat1on ts intended 
for readers 18 years of age or older. The 
vtews of our wnters are not the explicit views 
of Dalhousie Umverstty. 
All students of Dalhous1e Untverstty. as well 
as any mterested parties on or off·campus. 
are tnvtted to contnbute to any sectton of 
the newspaper. Please contact the appropn 
ate edttor for submtssion gUidelines. or drop 
by for our weekly volunteer meetings every 
Monday at 5:30p.m. in room 312 of the Dal 
SUB. The Gazette reserves the nght to ed•l 
and repnnt all submassions, and w1ll not pub· 
lish matenal deemed by •ts echtonal board to 
be d•scnmtnatory. rac1st, sex1st. homop~obtc 
or libellous. Opmlons expressed '" submrtted 
letters are solely those of the authors Ed•to 
nals 1n The Gazette are s•gned and represent 
the op1r1ons of the wnter{s), not necessanly 
t~osc of The Gazette stat', Ed•tonal Board. 
publisher or Dalhousie Un1versrty. 
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR···GAZETTE 

Student politics never looked so good 
JULIE SOBOWALE 
EDITOR-IN CHIEF 

The end of the school year usually 
brings a stress ball of papers, exams 
and presentations. lhis year, though, 
students are abuzz about a crazy meet­
ing, two new student campaigns and 
the final act to follow next week. Mix in 
student elections and you have a most 
exciting time in Dalhousie University 
student politics. 

more than just voting. Protest, discus­
sion and lobbying on several issues are 
part of our current political landscape. I 
wish more people had voted in the elec­
tions but at least voter turnout didn't 
decline since last year. 

One place turnout won't be low is 
the next AGM next Wednesday. I ex­
pect those passionate about NSIPRG 
will be the most vocal at the meeting. 
I understand the issue of a student­
funded organization with views that 
don't always appease the majority of 
students, but the AGM will not bring 
closure to either side. Personally I 
don't mind giving my $4 to NSPIRG 
even though I don't agree with every­
thing the group does, but I do under­
stand why others are bothered by the 
organization's action. A series of open 
forums should be set up this year and 
in the coming school year. All possible 
solutions need to be discussed before 
an organization's funding is revoked. 

Much has happened in the last few 
weeks. 'lhe Dalhousie Student Union 
(DSU) originally planned to hold an 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) on 
February 18 until the meeting was can­
celled. When the new date was set, a 
new set of motions were added to the 
AGM agenda by the cleverly named 
Students Mobilize for Action on Cam­
pus (SMAC). Then the AGM happened. 
Nearly four hours later, nothing was 
accomplished. While the AGM-sequel 
date was set for April l, a new group 
emerged, targeting the Nova Sco­
tia Public Interest Research Group 
(NSPIRG). The group calls itself Stop 
NSPIRG. The name is self-explanatory. 

It's a cliche to say much is at stake 
at the upcoming AGM but there's no 
other way to describe it. Based on the 
motions set forth by students, Dal stu­
dents will discuss issues surrounding 
defence spending at universities, stu­
dent apathy, students' rights regarding 
plagiarism policies and the pesky DSU 
society policy. And of course there's 
the whole NSPIRG issue. 
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It's a cliche to say much is at stake for several different groups at the upcoming AGM, but there's no other way 
to describe it. 

My hope is that constructive, 
thoughtful debate will result in a pro­
ductive AGM. But I don't know if we can 
get through eight motions and three 
executive reports in one night. Many 
of the issues surrounding the motions 
have merit and should be talked about, 
but one AGM can't solve everything. current upheaval. Headed by a group 

of Dal and DSU insiders, www.pundit­
ry.ca was originally set up to cover the 
DSU elections but has morphed into 
a forum for Dal politics. The website 
crashed twice due to volume of read­
ers during a live blog feed of the AGM. 
Frequent posts with lots of dialogue, 
photos and video provide an informed 
voice to the issues. 

com. The site continues to evolve with 
daily posts explaining SMAC's anti-war, 
pro-NSPIRG stance. 

on the sidelines. Turnout for the debates 
and coverage was pretty good this year 
as students were focused what our stu­
dent politicians stand for. Voter turnout 
was average, at 15.9 per cent, but that 
statistic alone doesn't tell the full story. 
Two major positions, the vice-president 
(student life) and the senate representa­
tive portfolio, ran unopposed. The vice­
president (internal) position was won 
by only 36 votes. Some will argue the 
low voter turnout means student apa­
thy, but political participation includes 

Perhaps this is a cause to be picked 
up by the students of Dal in the next 
school year. Perhaps the incoming DSU 
executive will engage students in new 
way and deal with the issues that stu­
dents pushed into the AGM. Perhaps 
the students involved in the various 
campaigns and those following them 
will continue on with their work next 
year and get other students wrapped 
up in Dal politics. Whatever happens, 
it'll be interesting. 

But none of this is breaking news, 
since most of the AGM debacle and the 
aftermath has been readily document­
ed on the Internet. Dal student politi­
cos fully embraced the web during the 

Students who missed the SMAC 
handouts at the AGM can check out the 
group's website www.studentsmobilize. 

Stop NSPIRG won't be outdone 
with its website, www.stopnspirg.org. 
Students can order their $4 T-shirts, 
help the movement through a donation 
or join the discussion. With the various 
Facebook and Twitter accounts popping 
up, students have more avenues to get 
involved. 

The irony of this political atmo­
sphere was a student election occurring 

Important Notice for Students 
with Canada Student Loans 
Are you graduating or taking more than six 
months off from school? 
If you are not returning to full-time studies this fall, 
you will need to contact us to discuss repayment options: 

• For your Canada Student Loan, contact the National 
Student Loans Service Centre at 1-888-815-4514 
(TTY for the hearing impaired: 1-888-815-4556). 

• For your provincial student loan, contact your provincial 
student financial aid office at 1-800-565-8420. 

If you think you might have trouble paying back your student 
loans, there are federal and provincial programs available to 
help you stay on track. 

Ask about the repayment options available to you. For 
example, the new Repayment Assistance Plan will ensure your 
Canada Student Loan payments will never be higher than what 
you can reasonably afford. 

Visit the Spotlight On section of Canlearn.ca for details. 

Avis important aux etudiants 
qui ont un pret d'etudes canadien 
Tu termines tes etudes ou tu les interromps 
pendant plus de six mois? 
Si tu ne retournes pas aux etudes a temps plein l'automne prochain, 
tu dois communiquer avec nous afin de discuter des options de 
remboursement. 

• En ce qui concerne ton pret d'etudes canadien, communique avec 
le Centre de services national de prets aux etudiants, 
au 1-888-815-4514 (teleimprimeur pour malentendants: 1-888-815-4556). 

• En ce qui concerne ton pret d'etudes provincial, communique avec 
le bureau d'aide financiere aux etudiants de ta province, au 1-800-565-8420. 

Si tu crois que tu pourrais avoir de Ia difficulte a rembourser tes prets 
d'etudes, des programmes federaux et provinciaux s'offrent a toi afin 
de t'aider a maintenir le cap. 

Renseigne-toi au sujet des possibilites de remboursement qui te 
sont proposees. Dans le cadre du nouveau Programme d'aide au 
remboursement, par exemple, tu seras assure que les versements 
sur ton pret d'etudes canadien ne depasseront jamais un montant 
raisonnablement abordable pour toi. 

Pour plus de details, visite Ia section En vedette 
du site Cibletudes.ca. 
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New DSU executive gearing up for next year 
MELISSA 01 COSTANZO 
RUTH MESTECHKIN 
NEWS EDITORS 

Shannon Zimmerman will be next 
year's Dalhousie Student Union (DSU) 
president, as she took in 52 per cent of 
the votes in this year's elections. 

Zimmerman ran against Eric Snow, 
who captured 39 per cent of the votes, 
and Gregory Debogorski, who got 10 
per cent. 

The results were announced 
around 9 p.m. in the Grawood March 
19. 

Zimmerman said the win was "in­
credible:• 

"It's always something I've wanted 
to do since I got here when I became 
first-year member-at-large," she said. 

"It took four years to get here, it's 
just an incredible moment. I feel like 
I won a gold medal or something; I 
swear to God." 

She said the challenging part about 
running for presidency was the uncer­
tainty related to voting. 

"You do as much as you can and 
you just don't know how it's working," 
she said. "But the worst part about the 
entire thing was the last 20 minutes be­
fore polls closed, because you're like, 

PAUL BALITE/DALHOUSIE GAZETTE 

Shannon Zimmerman said winning the DSU presidential election was 
"incredible." 

'there's 20 more minutes, what can 
I do?' and there's nothing (no time) 
left." 

Zimmerman said she was confi­
dent in herself and that she knew she 
ran a good campaign. But she added 
Snow and Debogorski were also really 

strong in different ways. 
Besides "breathing," she said her 

top priority when she comes into office 
is to focus on issues coming out of the 
second DSU Annual General Meeting 
on Aprill. 

"We just need to make sure ... that 

money back 

relationships aren't broken and that we 
can start working on things right away 
and making sure that the student body 
is still a happy student body," she said. 

Zimmerman said it was great to see 
students are still coming out, getting 
involved and voting: 2,361 students -
15.9 per cent- voted in this year's elec­
tions, compared to 2,347 votes in last 
year's election. 

Snow said he felt his campaign 
went "pretty well" but not quite well 
enough. 

"I put a lot into it and I feel like I 
did my best and Shannon managed to 
do better, so, I think she'll do a great 
job;' he said. 

He said he highly doubts he will be 
running next year, but offered his con­
gratulations to Zimmerman. 

"I'm sure she'll do a fantastic job:' 
Debogorski didn 't attend the re­

sults announcement. 
Incoming vice-president (internal) 

Mark Hobbs pulled in 51 per cent of 
the votes to Craig Jennex's 49 per cent 
- with a difference of only 35 votes be­
tween the two. 

Hobbs said it feels "unbelievable:• 
"This is a dream that I've had for 

several months now and, I mean, its 
been a close race and I'd like to con­
gratulate Craig Jennex on a campaign 

well-run," he said. "To me, this cam­
paign and this race epitomized what 
working together as fellow students 
should be:' 

Hobbs said he knew it would be a 
competitive race, so he recognized the 
importance of reaching out to every 
Dal student. Hobbs added his cam­
paign went well because he kept his 
word and maintained the integrity of 
his platform. 

"It's that integrity that really was 
the defining feature for me, and I was 
hoping that Dalhousie would pick up 
on that, and they did that tonight," he 
said. 

Hobbs said when he enters office, 
his top two priorities will be securing 
a 24-hour study space and keeping all 
societies in check to ensure they are 
competitive on the global stage so stu­
dents can land better jobs. 

Craig Jennex said he felt his cam­
paign went well, but his loss was "bit­
tersweet." 

"I met some really awesome peo­
ple. I met Mark (Hobbs) during this. 
We didn't know each other before­
hand. And I think Mark Hobbs is one 
of the best people I have ever met;' 
he said. "Our platforms were almost 
identical and I know that everything's 
in good hands with Mark. I'm not even 
worried." 

Looking back on his campaign, 
Jennex said he would have liked to talk 
to more classes. 

"I kind of pushed the online cam­
paign aspect (with a blog and Face­
book messages). Lots of people had 
shirts and stuff like that;' he said. "I 
think I should have pushed the old­
school class talks - that kind of stuff:' 

Vice-president (education) winner 
Rob LeForte took in 61 per cent of the 
votes. He said his win feels great and 
he's ready to go. 

He also said he made sure he 
talked to as many students as he could 
during his campaign. 

"I thought that most of what I did, 
aside from class talks, was listening to 
what students wanted to have done, 
and I think that worked really well." 

LeForte said his main priority will 
be to ensure the executive is cohesive 
and, after that, making sure it is fol­
lowing through on all of its promises 
it made during the campaign, includ­
ing sustainability and reaching out to 
campuses. 

Edgar Burns, LeForte's opponent, 
landed 39 per cent of the votes. He said 
he walked into the campaign knowing 
he was "definitely the underdog:' 

"I got my name out there, and I'm 
happy to be involved (with the DSU) in 
whatever way." 

He said if he could change one 
thing about his campaign, l!e would 
have spent more time on Carleton 
campus. 

Burns added his other problem 
was his lack of involvement with the 
DSU before his campaign began. 

Burns said he'd still like to get in­
volved with the DSU and bring ideas 
to council, and added he wouldn't 
rule out running again. 

"If it was a volunteer job, I'd want 
to do it." 

Running unopposed, Kris Osmond 
- current vice-president (student life) 
- walked away with 91 per cent of the 
votes to retain his position. 

He said because he was uncon­
tested, he felt "quite confident" in his 
campaign. 

Osmond said one of his top priori­
ties would be assisting societies and 
improving their events. 

He said a big change already in 
place for next year is the proposed 
commissioner position. The vice­
president (student life) now has one 
commissioner for events, but Osmond 
hopes to institute another for athletics 
because he said there aren't enough 
resources for athletics right now. 

"It's really going to get the word 
out there as to when and where the 
events are," he said. "I think it's just 
going to put Dal athletics on the map 
like people think it should be." 



Group wants NSPIRG to return , 
to student-run mandate 
'Stop NSPIRG' formed after AGM to hold NSPIRG 'accountable' for its actions 

MELISSA Dl COSTANZO 
NEWS EDITOR 

A group of students on Dalhousie 
campus wants to hold the Nova Sco­
tia Public Interest Research Group 
(NSPIRG), an environmental and so­
cial justice organization, accountable 
for its actions. 

Ben Wedge, a first-year engineer­
ing student at Dal, is one of the mem­
bers ofthis group, called Stop NSPIRG. 
He says the objective of the group is 
not to destroy NSPIRG. 

"If you want to support it, you 
should be able to. If you don't, it should 
be very easy to make that happen." 

Wedge, 19, says the group wants to 
return NSPIRG to its student-funded, 
student-run mandate. The mandate on 
the NSPIRG website states the group 
is "a student and volunteer-driven 
organization working within an anti­
oppression framework, and providing 
a range of events, opportunities, work­
ing groups and campaigns to commu­
nity members." 

Wedge says he's noticed when 
NSPIRG disagrees with events on cam­
pus, members try to silence the debate 
by shouting and interrupting speak­
ers, citing actions at the Dal Student 
Union's (DSU) Annual General Meet­
ing (AGM) on March 11. 

"They were complaining about the 
voting process, calling us undemocratic 
for wanting to put Daniel Pink's motion 
on the agenda and just overall negativity 
towards people who aren't aligned with 
them," says Wedge. He also referred to 
the Joseph Howe Symposium lecture 
in November at the University of King's 
College, where NSPIRG campaigns co­
ordinator Asaf Rashid shouted at Globe 
and Mail columnist Margaret Wente. 

The motion Daniel Pink put forth 
at the AGM stipulated NSPIRG offer 
an official apology to Dal students by 
April! for wasting students' money, for 
their disruptive protests, for misrepre­
senting Dal students, for abuse of the 
funding they receive and for funding 
events such as Israeli Apartheid Week. 

It also states the contract for the 
group's lease in the Student Union 
Building (SUB) should not be re­
newed. 

"NSPIRG's latest display at the job 
fair in February (in protest of arms 
manufacturer Lockheed Martin's pres­
ence) was a total embarrassment to 
the union, its members and the uni­
versity and many Dalhousie students 
felt ashamed to say they give them $4," 
said Pink at the AGM. "NSPIRG does a 
terrible job in announcing the opt-out 
period for students to come to collect 
their $4." 

Dal students pay $4 per year toward 
NSPIRG, which amounts to roughly 
$68,000 per year. 

The motion Pink put forth is on the 
agenda for the follow-up April! AGM. 
It is currently in the hands of the DSU 
lawyer and has been declared in order 
by the lawyer. The lawyer also pro­
posed several friendly amendments to 
it, says Wedge. 

Pink, 23, says he's as involved with 
the Stop NSPIRG group "as much he 
can be." 

The first-year law student says the 
motion was written by a lot of people 
and saw a lot of eyes before it went for­
ward. 

"I don't think it's too harsh, and 
I think a lot of what happened at the 
first AGM was good in the sense that 
it shows it should be on the agenda ... 
the arguments should be put out to the 
general population ofDal to have a dis­
cussion about whether it's all agreed 
to, or parts of it are disagreed to." 

He says there's clearly enough 
energy and people who want to see 
something happen on both sides. 

The night of the AGM, Wedge, Pink 
and a handful of other students decid­
ed it was time to bring NSPIRG back to 
a referendum. 

The group is now collecting signa-

PAUL BALITE/DALHOUSIE GAZETTE 

Stop NSPIRG member Ben Wedge says the group is not t rying to destroy 
NSPIRG. 

tures for a petition that forces NSPIRG 
into a referendum. 

Wedge says the group has two 
main objectives: the members want 
to ensure NSPIRG is held account­
able for what they do - "they talk great 
things about their working groups until 
someone questions the working group 
and then they say it's a working group, 
we don't control them" - and to make 
the funding opt-in because NSPIRG 
does a "terrible" job of advertising the 
opt-out option. 

Twelve students opted out of 
NSPIRG fees this semester. Wedge was 
one of them. 

"It has to either be opt-in, or glar­
ingly obvious how to opt-out," says 
Wedge. 

Last week, an e-mail from the On­
tario Public Interest Research Group 
(OPIRG) in Kingston stated the On­
tario Progressive Conservative Cam­
pus Association (OPCCA) held "work­
shops apparently sponsored by the 
Progressive Conservative Party aimed 
at taking over student government and 
trying to destroy the Ontario Public In­
terest Research Group:' 

Wedge says these claims are "pure 
coincidence;' in relation to the Stop 
NSPIRG group. 

"It's a very unfortunate coinci­
dence that ... these talks were being 
given, because we honestly had no 
idea," he says. 

"I've heard from others who have 
been around the campus a lot lon­
ger than I have that (NSPIRG) always 
try and pull the conspiracy card and 
say there's a conspiracy to overthrow 
them:' 

He says the intent of the presenta­
tions was not to get Conservatives to 
overthrow organizations. 

"What they want to do is see more 
Conservatives in student politics, be­
cause student politics, in the last num­
ber of years, has been dominated by 
a very left-wing agenda," says Wedge. 
"The presentations were intended to 
help Conservatives get the informa­
tion and skills they need to succeed in 
student politics." 

Chris Stroud, a board member of 
NSPIRG and a Saint Mary's Univer­
sity International Development Stud­
ies master's student, says NSPIRG is 
a democratic organization in that the 
group has a board of directors and they 
solicit applications for projects and 
programs students fund. 

"In general, I think as an organiza­
tion, we're pretty happy to see that stu­
dents are activated on campus about 
an issue, but sort of sad it's not on a 
particular issue but it's about getting 
rid of an organization:' 

He says NSPIRG is active on cam­
pus. 

"Our current status most of our 
time is taken up trying to combat a 
campaign which is trying to get rid of 
NSPIRG at Dal and trying to correct in­
formation that I think a lot of what the 
stop NSPIRG campaign is: it's based 
on a lot of misrepresentation and mis­
information and it may or not be inten­
tional;' he says. 

Stroud says the Stop NSPIRG group 
changed its perspective on its argu­
ments against NSPIRG for being anti­
Semitic. 

"Now, (the group is saying NSPIRG 
is) anti-Israel. So this is some of what is 
happening;' Stroud says. 

"Students are either supporting or 
correcting the information and they 
have to go back and change it:' 

Stroud says NSPIRG isn't wasting 
students' money. He says the group 
has an important function on Dal cam­
pus. 

"We promote democracy, we pro­
mote a very rich market of ideas and I 
think it's important to have a collective 
perspective being represented, and that 
is what true education is really about," 
he says. ''And I think that NSPIRG does 
that. I think it sort of functions as pre­
senting the perspective of alternative 
voices that aren't necessarily heard on 
campus or even in the media:• 

He says the Conservatives are run­
ning a systematic campaign against 
alternative voices on campuses across 
Canada. 

"There's nothing wrong with an 
alternative perspective - you don't 
have to agree with everything. But it's 
important to understand that there is 
more than just one voice in an issue," 
he says. 

Stroud also addressed NSPIRG's 
protest at the job fair in February. He 
says the group didn't cause any disrup­
tion. 

"We were protesting, we had signs, 
we were talking, but never at any point 
did we stop or not allow students to 
enter. That wasn't part of why we were 
there," he says. "We were trying to raise 
the issue that there was military and 
security organizations that were part 
of the job fair and to raise issues with 
that and the educate students about 
why that might be problematic:• 

He also says the protest itself was 
not necessarily an NSPIRG campaign: 
it was part of the Student Coalition 
Against War (SCAW) -a working group 
under NSPIRG. Stroud says SCAW 
has a larger membership at Dal than 
NSPIRG does. 

"We weren't antagonizing and we 
weren't fighting with anyone. It was 
more of an innocuous protest:• 

Part two of the DSU AGM- held on 
April! -may determine the future sta­
tus ofNSPIRG. 
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SMAC members Kale1gh Trace (left) and Alia Saied say their group stands 
for the anti-corporatizat1on of Dal's campus. 

Student group wants DSU 
to issue formal apology 
Group put forth motions at previous AGM; currently re-evaluating 

RUTH MESTECHKIN 
NEWS EDITOR 

Students Mobilize for Action on 
Campus (SMAC) member-at-large Alia 
Saied says the Dalhousie-based group 
may be re-evaluating some of its mo­
tions for part two of the Dal Student 
Union's (DSU) Annual General Meet­
ing (AGM), slated for April I. 

The motion - among other mo­
tions addressing the Canadian Alli­
ance of Student Associations (CASA), 
anti-military presence on campus and 
turnitin.com - states the DSU has "ac­
tively worked to raise tuition fees" and 
it must issue a formal apology to all 
students for "becoming an ineffective 
and bureaucratic organization which 
has lost touch with regular students 
and their concerns." 

Although Saied says there may or 
may not be changes to the apology mo­
tion, she explains it was intended to be 
provocative and to call out the DSU on 
its lack of action in replying to student 
concerns. 

"We are at a stage (where) we re­
ally need to solidify what we mean by 
the apology motion, and what we want 
from the apology motion:' says Saied, a 
fourth-year international development 
studies and Spanish student. 

"I think, seeing as the DSU took of­
fence to it at the meeting, (it) is some­
thing that we are discussing and trying 
to figure out what's fair." 

This was the first time SMAC has 
proposed motions at a DSU AGM. The 
group, which now includes roughly 20 
members, met for the first time one 
year ago, and was officially founded in 
September 2008. 

Kaleigh Trace, SMAC member-at­
large, says one of the group's primary 
concerns is the privatization and cor­
poratization of university campuses. 
She adds the un-ratified group is not 
a working group of Nova Scotia Public 
Interest Research Group (NSPIRG) -
which focuses on social and environ­
mental justice within the community 
- nor is there any affiliation. 

"We're completely separate:' says 
Trace, a fifth-year international de­
velopment studies student. "We sup­
port NSPIRG, especially in the current 
struggle they're facing (with the Stop 
NSPIRG campaign):' 

Saied says since SMAC is a small 
group, it may appear as if there is 
cross-over with NSPIRG. Trace is 
now a member of the Student Coali­
tion Against War, a working group of 
NSPIRG. Saied was a volunteer co-or­
dinator at NSPIRG from summer 2006 
until spring 2007, and employed dur­
ing summer 2007 as the group's alter­
native orientation co-ordinator. 

Saied says SMAC is not interested 
in ratification. 

"People might think that to be de­
legitimizing in not wanting to be rati­
fied, but I think the best way to act in 
an autonomous fashion is to be an 
autonomous body, and not have to 

concede to whatever arbitrary rules," 
she says. 

She added she felt certain motions 
the group proposed, such as the apolo­
gy motion, would not be received well 
by the DSU. 

The reasoning behind the CASA 
motion, which asks the DSU to drop 
out of the alliance, was due to the dif­
ficulty in engaging with CASA, says 
Saied. 

Trace adds the turnitin motion -a 
petition to Dalto remove the use of the 
plagiarism-detecting website from all 
classes - is unethical, as it forces stu­
dents to submit their work to a com­
pany that will later own it. 

Saied explains the policy presumes 
every student is guilty until otherwise 
proven innocent. 

"As a student, I feel offended, not 
even on the corporate basis of it, but 
on the basis that my work is invalidat­
ed until this random database proves 
me (right)," she says. 

Mark Coffin, DSU vice-president 
(education), says the DSU is presently 
lobbying the university on the matter. 

He also says it may sometimes be 
difficult to see direct benefits from 
CASA, and SMAC's frustration is un­
derstandable. 

"The real issue is: does the DSU 
want to have a seat at the national ta­
ble; do we want to have a presence at 
the national table?" 

He credits CASA with lobbying to 
have the Canadian Millennium Schol­
arship Foundation renewed last year, 
which provided needs-based bursaries 
to students. Coffin also says more than 
$42 million in financial aid has gone to 
nearly 15,000 Dal students. 

Coffin says the apology motion, 
which suggested the DSU works to raise 
tuition fees, took him by surprise because 
this is the opposite of what the union has 
been working for in past years. 

"I thought it was out of order; he 
says. 

He adds the Alliance of Nova Sco­
tia Student Associations (ANSSA) has 
been instrumental in changing post­
secondary education funding in the 
province, such as saving N.S. students 
at least $10,661 over the course of their 
education and negotiating a tuition 
freeze. 

He says it was alarming to receive a 
motion such as this in e-mail form. 

"When you haven' t really had a 
discussion with the executive about it 
and you haven't introduced yourself to 
the executive, or made your concerns 
known to the executive, and the first 
time you do you ask for a public apolo­
gy, I think it was quite inappropriate." 

Coffin says he recently met with 
Saied to discuss concerns regarding 
the motions, explain the situation, and 
ensure the second AGM is as "non­
chaotic as possible." 

"(We want to) get a lot of the con­
versations out of the way before we 
have 500 people in a room yelling at 
each other again." 
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LUCY SCHOLEY 

TIM MITCHELL 
STAFF CONTRIBUTOR 

After three or four calls going 
straight to voicemail, Chris Arsenault 
finally answers his phone. 

"Sorry about that. I've been held 
up with food poisoning all day. lt's not 
fun," groans Arsenault, the 25-year-old 
freelance journalist from Halifax, who 
has contributed to CBC Radio, The 
Chronicle Herald and numerous other 
publications. 

He graduated from Dalhousie in 
April 2008 with a bachelor of arts in 
history and is now living in Vancouver. 
He works as a Canadian correspon 
dent for Inter Press Service, a United 
Nations affiliate based in New York. 

"My band had to play last night, 
and we scarfed this really dirty sushi 
right before playing, and I've been hav­
ing shakes ever since;• he says over the 
phone. 

For the past three years, Arsenault 
has been investigating a different kind 
of poisoning -Agent Orange, a deadly 
chemical weapon and powerful herbi­
cide used by the United States military 
during the Vietnam War. 

The U.S. military needed some­
where to test the effects of the chemi­
cal, so between 1956 and 1984, the 
Canadian military hired ordinary peo­
ple, with no protective gear, to spray 
more than one million litres of Agent 
Orange and other similar poisons in 
and around the Canadian Forces Base 
in Gagetown, N.B., because its dense 
forests highly resemble those found in 
Vietnam. 

"This is during a time when the 
Canadian government wasn't sup­
posed to be doing any offensive weap­
ons testing for the war in Vietnam, ac­
cording to Canada's own policy; said 
Arsenault. 

In 2006, Arsenault was working for 
THIS Magazine, and he covered the 
story as it unfolded. 

"I was pitching something else to 
a magazine editor at TillS Magazine, 
and she called me back and asked if 
I'd look into this Agent Orange busi­
ness; he said. "Initially, I wasn't re­
ally that interested, to be honest, but 
as 1 started doing more research and 
more work and interviewing people, I 
started to realize that what l thought 
was a mistake, or an isolated incident, 
or just the idea that some bureaucrat 
didn't have the proper science at the 
time and that's why people got sick, I 
started to realize that that's not what 
happened at an:· 

The Canadian Agent Orange scan­
dal was uncovered in 2005 by Louise 
Elliott at CBC, and, as a result, about 
1,700 people who suffered from health 
problems related to the chemical filed 
a class-action lawsuit against the fed­
eral government. 

Twenty thousand dollars was of­
fered to the estimated 4,500 people 
medically affected by the Agent Or­
ange testing. 

The illnesses caused by Agent Or­
ange include Hodgkin's disease, lym­
phoma, respiratory cancers, prostate 
cancer and Type 2 diabetes, according 
to the U.S. lnstitute of Medicine. 

"After the story was broken, the 
government called a fact-finding mis­
sion. It said the chemicals were legally 
registered at the time, and they didn't 
know they were dangerous; Arsenault 
said. 

Arsenault filed a freedom of in­
formation request with the Canadian 
Department of National Defence and 
compared the documents he received 
with U.S. documents. After reading 
through hundreds of pages of informa­
tion, much of it blacked out, Arsenault 
was able to dig up the truth about 
Agent Orange. • 

"What l found were the minutes of 
a meeting of the Defence Policy Board 
in 1966, and this is at the height of the 
spraying of Agent Orange. I he govern 
ment was well aware that unregistered, 
unlicensed and dangerous chemicals 

SUPPLIED 

Chris Arsenault has been mvestigating Canada's use of Agent Orange for 
the past three years and turned his history thesis into a book. 

were being used at the base, and they 
didn't do anything to stop it.'" 

After submitting his 5,000-word 
piece to THIS Magazine in March 2006, 
Arsenault kept revisiting the issue. lie 
talked to more people and continued 
doing research. He was majoring in 
history at Dalhousie at the time, and he 
decided - at the last minute - to turn 
the project into an honours thesis. 

Arsenault had taken several his­
tory classes with professor Todd Mc­
Callum, so he chose McCallum as his 
thesis advisor. 

"The first time I met Chris, he was 
part of a leftist slate running for the 
DSU (Dalhousie Student Union);' said 
McCallum. "I was teaching a class 
called "Youth Cultures," and normally 
students have to write a protest song 
as part of the class. He wanted to cam­
paign to the class, so I told him he had 
to write a protest song. Chris brought 
the whole crew - guitars, drums, tam­
bourines - and did a seven-minute 
rendition of Woody Guthrie's "All You 
Fascists Are Bound To Lose." 

Arsenault worked the song into his 
campaign, singing about the DSU at 
the time, but he lost the election. 

He recalled McCallum helping him 
out on his honours thesis by telling him 
to stop writing in a journalistic style. 

"He said 'I'll fail you if you keep 
writing like this;" Arsenault said. "He 
was a hard-ass at first, but it definitely 
made for a better paper." 

McCallum gave Arsenault an A. 
"l can say that it was the most 

impressive research base for a thesis 
paper that I've seen in my time at Dal­
housie," said McCallum. "We used to 
argue a lot. Chris is a student who does 
an excellent job at defending his opin­
ion. I didn't want to change his opin­
ion, but make him better at saying it." 

Now, Arsenault has turned his 
thesis into a book called Blowback: 
A Canadian History of Agent Orange 
and the War at Home, which includes 
everything he's found about the Agent 
Orange scandal in Gagetown and how 
the citizens are fighting back to get 
the truth, and compensation for their 
losses. 

"There's been tons and tons of 
books about Agent Orange and Viet­
nam, and veterans of the United States, 
but there hasn't been anything thor­
ough about what happened in Gag­
etown, and if you do the math for the 
amount of chemicals sprayed at the 
height of its spraying, they were actu­
ally using the same chemicals per acre 
of land as they were using in Vietnam; 
he said. 

McCallum said he is very much 
looking forward to reading Arsenault's 

book, and he also said he doesn't know 
if anyone has turned ati undergraduate 
history thesis into a book, at least not 
so soon after graduating. 

In February 2008, Arsenault rented 
a car and drove to Gagetown. He rented 
a room for $20 and set up a few inter­
views. He interviewed veterans and ci­
vilians living in and around Gagetown 
during the time of the Agent Orange 
spraying. 

One veteran he talked to stuck out 
in Arsenault's memory. 

"Jim Cadger; he's since passed 
away. He was in his 60s and died from 
a disease that he thought was related to 
Agent Orange;· said Arsenault. "When 
he was in the army, him and his bud­
dies would take the car and go try 
to find draft dodgers to beat up, and 
these are the kinds of guys that now are 
super-critical of the military industrial 
complex. Now they see that the army 
didn't give a damn about their health 
or give two shits about protecting the 
people who served.'" 

Arsenault also visited a small vil­
lage on the outskirts of Gagetown 
called Enniskillen, which he believes 
was the hardest hit by the Agent Or-
ange testing. 

"It's basically a ghost town now. It's 
a very strange place. There's all these 
houses that were pretty clearly aban­
doned in the middle of the night," said 
Arsenault. "1 interviewed one woman 
named Doreen ·n10mas. Doreen re­
ally had her life destroyed by what 
happened there. In the 60s they were 
really poor, and when the spraying 
started they couldn't leave and didn't 
have enough money to go anywhere 
else. They would go and plant flow­
ers by their house and the next day 
they would come out after the spray­
ing happened and it would be a pile of 
black ashes." 

He had to overcome much diffi­
culty to find the information, includ­
ing a situation in a small museum in 
Gagetown. 

"I asked the curator if he had any 
information on American soldiers at 
the base during the 60s. He looked 
me up and down and said, 'you're 
here about Agent Orange aren't you?'" 
said Arsenault. '"How the hell did you 
know?' I asked (the curator). 'I could 
tell from the moment you walked in 
here (said the curator). I'm not talking 
to you; no one is:" 

Arsenault is currently eaming his 
master's at the University of British Co· 
lumbia. lie U'il! be in Halifax on April 
14 to launch Blowback: A Canadian 
Jlistory of Agent Orange and the War 
at Home at Val. 

STAFF CONTRIBUTOR afford up to $900 a month for Kids & 
Company- roughly 30 per cent higher 
than UCC's costs. 'lllC corporation's 
costliness is one reason she thinks it 
might "inadvertently shut down access 
to choice" rather than create more 
daycarc options. 

Moms and dads at Dalhousie might 
be relieved to hear of an increase in 
daycare availability on campus. 

'lhe university has applied for a 
membership with Kids & Company, 
a corporate daycare centre, to meet 
increasing demands for space. Dal's 
partnership with this company guar­
antees childcare services for anyone 
who applies. 

Dal will maintain its University 
Children's Centre {UCC) servic_es on 
South Street and in the Life Sciences 
Centre, but Kids & Company is set to 
open an additional daycare near Fort 
Needham Memorial Park on Bar­
rington Street and possibly one on 
Universitv Avenue. The corporation 
will also· provide emergency drop-in 
care, with the option to purchase 15 
emergency days per year for $350. 

"I think it's a great idea; says Peter 
Jones, a Dal departmental engineer. 
"Anything that improves accessibility 
to child care in this university is good." 

The father of four put his youngest 
son's name on UCC's waiting list nine 
months before he was born. That was 
nearly three years ago. Jones says he 
withdrew his application just last fall. 

"'!bey need to expand it," he says 
of the university's daycare services. 
"They've had that long waiting list as 
long as I've known people (who) have 
been rrying to get kids in there:• 

The waiting list for daycare has 
nearly 250 names. This is many more 
than the centre can care for. Its pre­
school location on South Street holds 
78 children and its school-age daycare 
has room for 30. 

Talk of expanded daycare services 
popped up in the campus master plan 
workshops two weeks ago. UCC day­
care availability might still be included 
in the university's development plan. 
The new Kids & Company member­
ship hasn't overridden this possibility, 
says human resources assistant vice­
president Katherine Sheehan. 

"This is just interim," she says. 
"(It's) another option for people be­
cause there isn't anything that we can 
give very quickly in any other way:' 

She says the emergency drop in 
option is a unique service and will 
benefit many Dal parents. 

But Elizabeth McCormack isn't so 
sure about the new Kids & Company 
membership. 

"For-profit child care is not going 
to serve students and their needs; says 
the co-ordinator of the Dal Women's 
Centre. "Students need available, ac­
cessible, not-for-profit child care:• 

"Our concern is that Kids & Com­
pany, as a response to student needs 
for child care, may not necessarily be 
the best way to address that need and 
we have yet to hear, from the universi 
ty, anything around how they feel that 
this \\ill help students;' she says. 

But McCormack says she still 
doesn't know enough about Kids & 
Company to judge whether it'll provide 
the kind of services students need. She 
questions whether enough spots will 
be available in Kids & Company and 
whether it'll provide the same stan­
dard of care. 

"For a lot of people, it will be a great 
convenience and a wonderful thing;• she 
says. "We're just waving these red flags 
because the idea should be that we're 
creating as many options and choices 
available on campus for everybody:· 

Margo Kirk, the UCC's executive 
director, shares similar views. 

"The non-profit (daycare) is com­
ing from an entirely different philo­
sophical base for early childhood 
education than a commercial venture 
would be. We're not in the business to 
make money; she says. 

She also questions the quality of 
care the company will provide. She 
says the emergency drop-in option is 
a problem because it'll create incon­
sistency. Children need a familiar day­
care routine, she says. 

Tenty Mawan also thinks consis­
tency is important. This is one reason 
she likes Dal's daycare services. 

·n1e Dal nursing student was lucky 
to get both her three-year-old and five­
year-old into UCC. She says the pro­
gram has helped her and her husband, 
a Saint Mary's University student, 
through their studies. 

"It's a big, big help for me; she says. 
"lf there was no daycare, I wouldn't be 
able to go to school." 

She says she also appreciates sub­
sidized care. She's currently paying 
roughly $400 per month for both her 
children. Like McCormack, Mawan 
says students should be the priority on 
the daycare waiting list because they're 
lower on the income bracket. 

Departmental engineer Jones says 
daycare should be accessible to every­
one on campus. 

"There's a daycare here," he says. 
"And I should be able to get my kids 
into daycare here, if I choose to do so:' 
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More maintenance required for on-campus 
water, SustainDal survey reveals 
ROSIE JACOBS 
STAFF CONTRIBUTOR 

Student group SustainDal released 
a report this month that shows the 
choice between drinking bottled or tap 
water on campus may be more com­
plex than it appears. 

The report discusses the findings 
from a survey the group conducted last 
semester concerning the quality of wa­
ter fountains at Dalhousie. The survey 
was open to all students and surveys 
were posted over all the university's 
water fountains. It asked students to 
gage the water temperature, water 
pressure, appearance and accessibility 
of water fountains on campus. The sur­
vey results varied quite a bit. 

Gillian Pritchard, a second-year 
student who led the survey, says some 
buildings had positive results, but oth­
ers did not. 

"One interesting finding was that 
near food services locations and vend­
ing machines, there are generally no 
water fountains;' she says. "The McCa­
in (building) is one of the only places 
where there is a vending machine near 
a water fountain:' 

The report also shows only 34 per cent 
of the fountains on campus are wheelchair 
accessible and only 57 per cent of the foun­
tains had an agreeable taste. 

Pritchard says the current state 
of the water fountains on campus en­
courages students to buy bottled water 
out of convenience instead of search­
ing for the nearest water fountain. And 
buying bottled water is not always the 
best alternative. 

"Bottled water companies say that 
they check it for the highest standards, 
but it is really self-regulated;' Pritchard 
explains. "So there is not really a lot of 
accountability there if something goes 
wrong." 

The group's report, called "The 
Water Fountain Assessment Report: 
Dalhousie University;' which will be 
available on the SustainDal website 
and the Sierra Youth Coalition website, 
shows that compared to municipal wa­
ter sources that are inspected twice a 
week, bottled water companies inspect 
their water three to five times a year. 
The report also shows some bottled 
water companies, such as Aquafina, 
use municipal water sources that are 
then processed through usually inef­
fective purifying techniques. 

"Some purifying techniques can 
actually add things to the water that 
shouldn't be in there," says Pritchard. 
"And the longer it is sitting in the bot­
tles, the more (polyethylene terephtha­
late) leaches into the water - espe­
cially if it is exposed to a lot of light or 
heat." 

Plastic bottles made with poly­
ethylene terephthalate (PET) contain 
polyester fibres that make some forms 
of plastic. Water bottles that use PET 

PAUL BALITE/DALHOUSIE GAZETIE 

Gillian Pritchard says the current state of campus water fountams 
encourages students to buy bottled water out of convenience. 

have been shown to leach antimony, 
a chemical that is used to produce al­
loys such as lead and some types of 
metals, and Bisphenol A, which can 
lead to antimony poisoning. One study 
referenced by Sierra Legal Defence 
fund report - Waterproof 2: Canada's 
Drinking Water Report Card - says 
water stored in PET bottles had 95 to 
165 more antimony than tap water. 

The choice between buying bottled 
water or drinking from a tap is not only 
an environmental issue, but an issue of 
health and equality as well, says Prit­
chard. 

"If everyone had to buy bottled 
water, really it is only the people that 
can afford it;' she says. "Then there is 
less pressure on the government to fix 
problems when they arise and this de­
creases the water equity:• 

Pritchard and eight other students 
involved in this project presented their 
report at the Green Leader reception, a 
reception that occurred in conjunction 
with the DSU's Green Week two weeks 
ago, and the group has already shown 
its findings to the Dal Sustainability 
Office, the Dal Student Union Sustain­
ability Office and Facilities Manage­
ment. 

The report has already influenced 
some change among those on campus, 
such as Darrell Boutilier, acting direc­
tor of operations at Facilities Manage­
ment. 

"The report definitely opened my 
eyes, especially where there were a lot 

of short-term issues," says Boutilier. 
"We are going to set up a PM (post­
maintenance) program to inspect (the 
water fountains) regularly so that we 
can keep them up." 

Despite these changes, Facilities 
Management has not committed to any 
long-term changes in the foreseeable 
future due to the expected high cost of 
renovations, explains Neil Landry, the 
department's acting mechanical plan­
ning man ager. 

Landry says the workload could be 
heavy. 

"If we chose to renovate a wing in 
a building, then we upgrade the whole 
wing," explains Landry. "Some of the 
fountains, for instance porcelain foun­
tains, we just maintain them. They nev­
er jumped out to us as a high priority, 
but we never looked at them that way:• 

It is still not certain, though, 
whether students are willing to make 
the switch to tap water. 

Dal student Lauren Earle doesn't 
mind too much. 

"I use (water fountains) now;• she 
says. "It's not the most sanitary way of 
getting your water, but I try not to think 
about those things." 

Pritchard is still hopeful these ad­
justments will change some students' 
behaviour when it comes to drinking 
water on campus. 

"I want to at least get the bug in 
their ear by the end of this year and 
then the start of next year, too," says 
Pritchard. "I want to see change." 

Try a new flavour this summer. 
You just might like it. 
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Palestinian Media Watch 
founder exposes anti-Israeli 
propaganda 
TIM MITCHELL 
STAFF CONTRIBUTOR 

!tamar Marcus, director and found­
er of the Palestinian Media Watch, 
spoke at Dalhousie on March 18 about 
anti-Semitic propaganda in Palestin­
ian media and schoolbooks. 

"Children are not born hating, but 
if you keep feeding them poison, Israel 
and Palestine cannot live side-by-side;• 
said Marcus. 

The Palestinian Media Watch is an 
Israeli-based non-profit interest group 
that monitors Palestinian Arabic lan­
guage media and schoolbooks. It says 
on its website, "the world's view of the 
Palestinian Authority, to a significant 
degree, is the result of Palestinian Me­
dia Watch research:' 

Marcus screened about 20 Pal­
estinian videos translated into Eng­
lish to roughly 40 people that showed 
that Palestinians, from childhood, are 
taught to hate Jews and fight against Is­
rael. Some of the videos also suggested 
that Hamas and Fatah teach Palestin­
ians, through television and school­
books, to encourage violence, conquer 
the world for Allah and praise Shahada 
(death for Allah). 

Hamas is the elected Palestinian 
National Authority government for 
Gaza, but is widely recognized as a ter­
rorist organization. For this reason, no 
peace negotiations take place between 
Israel and Hamas. Hamas was ousted 
from governing the West Bank in 2007, 
and rival party Fatah- a recognized le­
gitimate political party- took power. 

One of the videos Marcus showed 
was of a children's character named 
Farfur - who bears a striking resem­
blance to Mickey Mouse- being beaten 
up and killed by an Israeli. The video 
portrayed Israelis as terrorists. 

"Hamas is an Islamic group that 
wants to see a world subjugated un­
der Islam. This is what they write," said 
Marcus. "Israel is one particular domi­
no that Hamas needs to fall." 

Marcus claims Fatah, as well as 
Hamas, are responsible for spreading 
anti-Semitic propaganda in Palestine, 
and that Fatah, like Hamas, does not 
acknowledge Israel as a country. 

The Palestinian Media Watch has 
met with government officials in nu­
merous countries, including Canada 
and the U.S., and in March 2008, a 
presentation had the U.S. Congress re­
thinking a $150 million emergency aid 
package to the Palestinian Authority. 
The aid package was still sent out. 

Israel launched a three-week mili­
tary campaign in the Gaza Strip on 
Dec. 27, 2008 after rocket and mortar 

fire from Gaza killed a number of Israe­
lis in the West Bank. 

According to United Nations esti­
mates, 1,314 Palestinians were killed 
and 5,303 were injured. Ten Israeli sol­
diers and four civilians were killed, and 
518 were wounded. 

Marcus was invited to speak at 
Dal by the Israel Action Committee 
(lAC), Students for Academic Honesty 
and Truth in the Media, as well as the 
Committee for Security and Peace in 
the Middle East. 

Paige MacPherson, president of the 
lAC, said she wished more people came 
out to hear Marcus' presentation. 

"A lot of people had midterms ... I 
think the amount of anti-Semitism in 
Canadians is outstanding, and there's 
a lot of misconceptions of the conflict 
in the Middle East and that's really the 
root problem behind all the anti-Semi­
tism on (Dal) campus. It's good to clear 
it up:' 

Marcus said he believes Hamas­
funded media encourages Palestinian 
civilians to be used as human shields. 

Waleed Khadry, a second-year Dal 
student of Palestinian-Lebanese de­
scent, was suspicious of Marcus' mo­
tives. 

"I thought he was trying to paint 
Arabs in Islam, the ethnicity, as a reli­
gion of hate," said Khadry, who visited 
Palestine in 2007. "Not once did he say 
this doesn't refer to Islam as a whole. 
Yes, there are some minorities that 
promote hate, but the majority of Pal­
estinians aren't like that:' 

Khadry was curious about when the 
videos Marcus was showing were made. 

"He didn't say. I'm assuming as 
early as 2000 or 2002. These Palestin­
ians are being oppressed more and 
more each day;• said Khadry. "The 
number of children being affected by 
th is (war) is inconceivable:' 

He acknowledged that promoting 
hate and violence with Palestinian me­
dia is a problem that needs to be ad­
dressed. 

"It made me feel saddened that 
there are Palestinian leaders that do 
this, and it made me want to change it. 
You can't hate the people, you should 
hate the government, and God forbid 
you do it for Allah:' 

Marcus will be presenting the Pal­
estinian Media Watch's presentation to 
the Canadian Parliament this week. 

"All of this (Palestinian propagan­
da) goes out to the entire world;' said 
Marcus. "Our purpose in exposing this 
is so that the leadership of the world 
will change their education, and re­
adjust their ideology, so we can have 
peace in future generations:' 
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Beyond 'Commie bastards' and 'right-wing coups' 
JOHN HILLMAN 
STAFF CONTRIBUTOR 

Prepare to be informed. It is unlikely 
that you will go a single day between now 
and the upcoming Dalhousie Student 
Union (DSU) Annual General Meet­
ing {AGM) on April 1 without hearing 
some new and shocking piece of gossip 
about either the Nova Scotia Public In­
terest Research Group {NSPIRG) or the 
anti-NSPIRG petitioners. You will likely 
encounter many diversionary, ideologi­
cally charged debates between parti­
sans on both sides, but these are only 
distractions from the real issue at hand: 
ensuring that NSPIRG is accountable 
to the students who provide the group 
with its levy money. 

It is worth clearing up an unfor­
tunate rumour before beginning. The 
growing anti-NSPIRG movement on 
campus has nothing to do with the 
Conservative party. I'm sure NSPIRG 
supporters would prefer it that way, 
since Conservatives are a minority on 
campus. I can testify, however, that 
while many conservatives are involved 
with the movement, it is really a hodge­
podge of many different political af­
filiations, including prominent Liberal 
and NDP supporters. 

I have observed attempts by these 
anti-NSPIRGers to organize a common 
front, and it is clear that the group has 
no external funding or guidance of any 
sort, nor any larger political objectives 
beyond holding NSPIRG accountable 
to the students that pay their bills. 
When the Dal-King's Conservatives 
come to an agreement on an issue with 
Victoria Jones, the head of the Young 
Liberals, you can ca be sure that it is as 
non-partisan as an issue can get! 

Though the movement was born 
out of the showdown that took place 
at the AGM on March 11, its popularity 
has grown due to several longstanding 
and legitimate grievances that students 
of all political stripes have seethed over 
for the past several years. 

Among these complaints is that 
NSPIRG's budget is far too top heavy, 
with $40,000 of its $60,000 levy going to 
pay two staff members, one of whom is 
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NSPlRG needs to put its funding to a referendum to be held accountable to students. 

not even a Dal student. Does promot­
ing critical thought and a diversity of 
viewpoints really take that much mon­
ey? In most successful societies, ener­
getic, passionate volunteers are usually 
the heart and backbone of awareness 
projects. Given that NSPIRG's working 
groups could ratify as proper, account­
able DSU societies, many have ques­
tioned whether the services provided 
by the NSPIRG executive justify their 
disproportionate weight within the 

NSPIRG budget. 
Another strike against NSPIRG is its 

utter lack of accountability to students. 
NSPIRG was founded by a referendum 
that took place almost two decades 
ago, and it has yet to face another trip 
to the polls. I've heard some people ar­
gue that NSPIRG shouldn't be brought 
back to a referendum because it does 
"insert random service here" very well. 
The problem with this is that no cause 
automatically deserves student fund-

ing - the decision as to whether stu­
dents want to fund a society should be 
up to the students themselves rather 
than some set of assumed morals. 

Some argue that there is no need 
for a referendum because students 
are allowed to opt out of the $4 a year 
NSPIRG levy. At the March 11 AGM, 
one NSPIRG supporter proudly an­
nounced that Dal students are huge 
supporters of NSPIRG, backing up her 
statement by pointing out that only 

NSPI RG and you 
ANGELA DAY 
OPINIONS CONTRIBUTOR 

The Nova Scotia Public Interest Re­
search Group {NSPIRG) is the centre 
of attention these days. This is great. 
NSPIRG staff and volunteers are con­
tinually working to get the word out 
about NSPIRG so that more students 
can get involved, come out to events, 
and participate in some of the dynamic 
research, education and action that we 
are mandated to do. 

The only bad thing about the spot­
light being on NSPIRG is the fact that 
most of the information circulating is 
false. It is unfortunate to see even the 
DSU presidential candidates spouting 
false information about NSPIRG, one 
of the most vibrant societies on cam­
pus. 

Yes, NSPIRG gets $2 per term, per 
full-time student, which was agreed 
upon during a referendum in 1990. 
Since then, thousands of students have 
come through NSPIRG, which has pro­
vided a link to the wider Halifax com­
munity and a counter-perspective to 
the dominant discourse. NSPIRG has 
become a dynamic hub for students 
who are interested in engaging in de­
bates about social and environmen­
tal issues. There is so much to do at 
NSPIRG that there are two staff mem­
bers, a board of directors comprised 

of elected Dal students and two com­
munity advisors and dozens of active 
volunteers. 

NSPIRG hosts events and work­
shops weekly, conducts unique re­
search that is then disseminated 
through educational events, provides 
students with critical resources not 
available elsewhere, and supports 
grassroots community organizations. 

Maybe you've already been to one 
of our workshops or skill-shares that 
help students learn journalism skills, 
know their legal rights, learn screen­
printing, or inject creativity into ac­
tivism? Or maybe you've browsed our 
unique library, or volunteered at a 
service organization that NSPIRG has 
helped support, such as the Atlantic 
Refugee and Immigrant Services So­
ciety. Or maybe you live in a student­
run co-operative that originated from 
an NSPIRG working group, or have 
been part of our community garden, 
SeeMore Green? 

Sure, NSPIRG perspectives are 
related to social and environmental 
justice; this is what NSPIRG is man­
dated to do by students, and what our 
most active members are passionate 
about. This is why students believe that 
NSPIRG should continue to exist. 

We recognize that not all students 
agree with the stance NSPIRG takes 
on some issues - for example, NSPIRG 

members have been vocal about hav­
ing less of a corporate stronghold over 
food services at Dal, less discrimina­
tion and less ignorance. They have 
been vocal about more local food op­
tions, more safe spaces for students 
and more critical thought. Still, for 
those who don't agree, NSPIRG offers 
a transparent opt-out period so no 
student has to financially support an 
organization she or he doesn't agree 
with, unlike other levied societies. 

You can get involved by being on 
our board of directors, by volunteer­
ing, by simply stopping by, or by show­
ing up at our AGM where all decisions 
(including where our money is spent) 
are made by students. We would love 
to provide you with factual informa­
tion about what NSPIRG does so you 
can come to your own conclusions. 
And, we are happy to answer all of your 
questions by e-mail, phone or in per­
son, in our office space in room 314 of 
the Student Union Building. Stop by 
anytime. It is a safe, non-discrimina­
tory space, wheelchair accessible, and 
we offer free organic tea and coffee 
throughout the day. In the meantime, 
check out our website for updates and 
info. 

Angela Day is NSPIRG's programs 
co-ordinator. 

----~--

GAZETTE 

12 students opted out of their levy last 
year. Given that more than 350 sup­
porters joined the "Students against 
NSPIRG at Dalhousie" Face book group 
in its first week of existence, one might 
suspect there is something fundamen­
tally wrong with the opt-out system if 
so few students actually succeeded 
in getting back their money. NSPIRG 
has traditionally done a terrible job of 
publicizing this opt-out period, and I 
know of many, including myself, who 
have intended to opt out for years, only 
to miss out on the short window of op­
portunity each and every time. 

Also complicating the opt-out 
process is the level of intimidation in­
volved with walking into an office full 
of passionate partisans, and demand­
ing your money back. I have heard an­
ecdotal evidence of those seeking their 
levies over the years being ridiculed or 
scorned, but even if these are nothing 
but stories, the fact remains that even 
if they disagree with paying the levy, 
most students do not feel that work­
ing up the courage to ask for it back is 
worth the $4 reward. 

Instead of assuming that inaction 
equals support, perhaps NSPIRG ought 
to shift into an opt-in system, where 
interested individuals make the con­
scious decision to contribute dues to 
the organization. There is no intimida­
tion factor associated with giving your 
money to an organization you care 
about. An opt-in system would provide 
a much more accurate picture of the 
level of support that NSPIRG enjoys 
on campus, and would ensure that stu­
dents who passionately disagree with 
NSPIRG' s positions are not forced into 
paying the fee due to shyness or a poor 
publicity campaign. 

Issues like these ought to take cen­
ter stage in the upcoming days. This is 
not necessarily to say that debates over 
NSPIRG's position on Israel and Pales­
tine don't have their place, but rather 
to suggest that there are some funda­
mental, non-partisan problems with 
the very foundations of NSPIRG itself. 
Please show up at the AGM of a life­
time on April! to have your opinion as 
a member of the DSU counted! 
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Tim Hortons needs to come up with a planet-friendly contest alternative. 

Roll down that rim 
BEN WEDGE 
STAFF CONTRIBUTOR 

Dalhousie's students have put 
their environmental concerns aside 
for this month, which is strange, since 
last week was Green Week. 

What evidence do I have for this 
claim? After years of slowly transition­
ing to carrying re-usable travel mugs, 
we are in droves abandoning the prac­
tice in favour of buying more and more 
disposable paper cups. 

Why are we doing this? Is one com­
pany to blame? Yes. That company is 
Tim Hortons. The frenzy over the "Roll 
Up 1he Rim To Win" contest is causing 
students to drop the travel mugs and 
take the I 0 per cent penalty to play the 
lottery, usually with no gain, only to 
toss out the extremely wasteful ~p_. _ 

I must admit, I'm not immune to 
this. My travel mug has been idle since 
before reading week, in part because 
I'm too lazy to make coffee at home 
in the morning, but also because the 
promise of riches and fame (and free 
donuts) attracts me. 

"Roll Up The Rim to Win" is a wildly 
popular contest in this country. There 
is one prize per Canadian, and odds of 
winning are one to nine, which means 
that we are going to throw away more 
than 270 million cups. Were we to go 
with reusable containers, we would 
save more than 11 million pounds -
the equivalent weight of about 27 Boe-. 
ing 747 jets - of garbage from going 
into the landfill during the Roll up the 
Rim campaign alone! 

Why can't Tim Hortons give out 
some Roll up the Rim scratch cards the 
size of a business card to customers 
who bring their own mugs? 1he paper 
and plastic waste would be much less. 
Plus, if they ran out of contest cups, 
they can just hand out the scratch 
ticket. It would be the ultimate fusion 
for environmental (and budget) con-

scious Canadians. 
The fact that Tim Hortons con­

tinues to double-cup, while places 
like Starbucks, Coburg Coffee, or my 
favourite, the Smiling Goat, use card­
board sleeves, is another example of 
the company's lack of commitment to 
common environmental practice. 

Dalhousie Students and professors 
are some of the most educated people 
in the country. Many of us choose to 
lobby government and private cor­
porations through co-operative sug­
gestions, well-written and researched 
proposals and conciliatory discussion, 
a method that has been shown to en­
courage response and action. I'm sure 
if every reader of The Gazette talked to 
Tim Hortons corporate office by way 
of conciliatory dialogue, we could see 
a more environmentally friendly "Roll ----
up the Rim" campaign next year that 
could also save us poor students 10 
cents per coffee. 

Companies take notice when 
friendly people make suggestions that 
can help the company save money or 
resources and improve its public im­
age. The worst that can happen is Tim 
Hortons will persist with the "double­
cupping" status quo and continue to 
carry out its contest using exclusively 
disposable cups. 

The people of Dalhousie Universi­
ty should become active and take five 
minutes to write a letter of concern to 
Tim Hortons. 

It's our country. It's our environ­
ment. It's our decision to buy the cups 
or not. Unfortunately, for many, the 
temptation overcomes the moral belief. 
Take five minutes to draft a quick letter. 
Help make this campus more environ 
mentally friendly. Take a leading role 
in eliminating our use of 370,000 paper 
cups per week on campus. 

Ben Wedge is a conservative guy, 
but that doesn't make him a planet 
hater. 
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!Is undergrad the new high school? 
ANTONY DOBRZENSKY 
OPINIONS CONTRIBUTOR 

After paying some of the high­
est post-secondary tuition fees in the 
country, a Dalhousie grad in 2009 may 
be disheartened to find that an under­
graduate degree is hardly the employ­
ability guarantee that it seemed a gen­
eration ago. 

Nosoonerhasagraduatingingenue 
flung her mortarboard cap skywards for 
that fleeting Kodak moment than she re­
alizes she's standing up to her knees in 
far more discarded caps than there are 
desirable jobs. The degree in her hand, 
like bank notes in a country printing 
money at an inflationary rate, may be 
losing value as it gains ubiquity. 

How do you stand out in a world 
where everyone else does? If the point 
of a college degree, notwithstanding 
the intellectual value of higher educa­
tion, is to get a job that you couldn't get 
before going to college, why do so many 
graduates find themselves in high-turn­
over McJobs that hardly warrant a col­
lege education? At what point did jobs 
that baby boomers walked into right 
out of high school become the jobs that 
college grads struggle for? How much 
longer will it be until you have to write 
a PhD thesis on the postmodern sig­
nificance of processed cheese just to 
bag the assistant manager position at 
Wendy's? More and more college grad­
uates are beginning to ask themselves 
the hard questions. Graduating into the 
worst economic climate and least hos­
pitable hiring market in living memory 
doesn't make the answers any easier. 

An undergraduate education used 
to be a way of getting ahead; today, it's 
all you can do not to fall behind. The 
explosion of community colleges and 
online degree programs over the last 

decade are direct responses to expec­
tations for higher education in the job 
market. Unless you were drafted by a 
sports franchise or signed to a record 
label straight out of high school, you'd 
be hard-pressed to justify why you 
didn't pursue what has become the 
middle-class default of undergrad. The 
undergrad degree may have become 
de rigueur, but there are three ways 
students can compensate for that fact. 

The first method lies in the fine print 
that accompanies every degree: no, not 
the bill, but the exponentially smaller 
number that is the cumulative Grade 
Point Average (GPA) on your transcript. 
To many employers, an arts degree is an 
arts degree, and the nuances ofGPAs or 
majors are trifling or even meaningless. 
Outside of applying to graduate school, 
many find that, after undergrad, their 
GPA is never given a second glance. 
In a job market super-saturated with 
degrees, however, the GPA may find 
renewed importance, becoming an 
ever-finer filter for employers to sieve 
through job applicants by separating 
the summa cum laude wheat from the 
barely passing chaff. So you might want 
to cram for that midterm, after all. 

The second way for undergrads to 
get the leg up is through the perceived 
quality of their alma mater. The ubiq­
uity of the undergrad degree makes sta­
tus comparisons inevitable. When there 
were 1,000 cars in this country, it was 
enough of a status symbol merely to 
own a car; now that practically anyone 
can own a car, the Mercedes (McGill) 
and BMW (Queen's) rule the road. I'll 
let you extend the analogy to your auto­
maker of choice for Dalhousie. It looks 
pretty good and it's fuel-efficient, which 
helps on the drive back to Toronto. 

The third way for college grads to 
stand out is by one-upping the competi-
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tion with yet another degree, or several: 
'Til take your bachelor's and raise you 
a master's and top that with a master's 
in business administration for good 
measure. Go fish, college boY:' People 
are applying to graduate school in over­
whelming numbers and these students 
freely admit they have no aspiration to 
become professors, researchers, or aca­
demics. Increasing numbers of students 
make the sizable financial, intellectual 
and temporal commitment to attend law 
school without any intention of ever prac­
ticing law, but simply believing that a law 
degree can enhance their earning power 
and competitiveness in a variety of non­
legal careers. They're simply responding 
strategically to a knowledge economy 
with ever-rising educational standards. 

The bloated ranks of grad school 
attendees nevertheless illustrate that 
an undergrad education has, in effect, 
become the new high school, while 
grad school has become the new un­
dergrad. 

Of course, there are infinitely more 
methods than these three to stand out 
from the pack. The bravest of today's 
college grads may altogether reject the 
idea of marketing themselves as em­
ployees, choosing instead to blaze their 
own entrepreneurial trails. The democ­
ratization of higher education, the lev­
elling of the proverbial 'ivory tower: is 
hardly undesirable as a societal trend. 
The more people who have access to 
higher learning, the better off we'll 
all be, both on an individual, human 
scale and on a national, economic one. 
Nevertheless, it doesn't take a college 
graduate to see the relevance of George 
Orwell in paraphrase: you can make 
everybody equal, but some people will 
still have to be more equal than others. 

Antony Dobrzensky is graduating 
this year with a BA in theatre. 



'' My brother being born." 
Emma Cooper, fourth-year recreation management 

' ' Flipped everything in my friend's room upside-down 
and covered it in Saran wrap. It took three hours." 
Mila Profit, third-year biology 

' 'In high school, the graduating dass boxed our head­
master's car in with cinder blocks at his house . ." 
Will Badger, second-year management 

''Saran wrap on the toilet seat." 
Alexandra Soengkono, second-year psychology 
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Music Every Night 

d l Thurs To Wed. 
This Weeks Sche u e . 

6'h Andrew Doyle Band 
Thurs - Mar 2. Andrew Doyle Band 
Fri - Mar 27'h Andrew Doyle Band 
Sat - Mar 2.8'h Andrew Doyle Band 
Sat - Matinee TBA 
Sun- Mar 29'h House Party Guys 
Mon - Mar 30'h Guys 

M th House Party 
Tues - or 31 House Party Guys 
Wed- Aprl t 

'' 

Kooi-Aid in the showerhead. It colours the water and 
stains the shower." 
Brlttney Gavin, first-year science 

' ' My friend 's girlfriend called him 
and said she was pregnant." 
Keely Aberaombie, third-year microbiology and immunology 

''My dad once told me he bought me a car, but the drive­
way was empty." 
Brltnle Steptoe, third-year IDS 

' 'I spiked the punch at the A.A. meeting." 
John Packman, failure 

don't know can hurt you. and what you 
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Eat. Drink. Be Social 
THE SPLIT CROW PUB 



Tea akes You Smarter! 

Get $2 smarter on us. 

11WS""'4'0"--toRof~atc.rgoarcl 
Jomol loa Cooop>o ..... ,_-One-per 
QllloiN<polviSII c.motiiO..,.,_ a<~~<--

1237 Bamngton Street 406-4149 
0..7'5 -<iT .. 'GIMIC011oo&- ·F.,._ 

10%off 
with this coupon 

uBest Independent Bookstore" 
The Coast's 2007 Reader's Poll 

Pari< IJtne Mall· 5657 Spring Garden Rd. • 429-3318 
'OtwowpMpow~Aptto.IDOt 

Huge selection of fiction and non-fiction 
as well as graphic novels, cards, gifts, 

stationery and mudl more. 

Pork IJtne Mall· S6S7 Spring Garden Rd.· 429-3318 

"Best Independent Bookstore" 
The Coast's 2007 Reader's Poll 

LIP!Ea 
•~'••r ...;.: NUTRITION T.r 

With $10 
Supplement 

Purchase 

Park Lane Mall, Spring Garden Rd 

429-3111 
This coupon required. Limit 1 per customer. 

Offer expires May 2009 

Resumes that 
(get you) work. 

Professional resume 
writing and editing, 
at prices students 

can afford. 

www.nataliejoan.ca 
or email: 

resumesbynat@gmail.com 

or call: 

444-9992 

Q 
Qu1znos· 

at yo 

WE DELIVER! 
Debit & Credit Cards accepted at the door. 

420-1594 
1526 Dresden Row, Halifax 

POITIRII 
POmRII 9:ttrvin' 9;udent Solution #=3! 

• Party Pizza with 3 toppings 

• 12" Fingers with dipping sauce 

• 24 Wings with dipping sauce--..--."~ 

• 2 L Pepsi 

$3499 

PAY BY 
- ~ ~EBII 

-. DOORV 
!jour Starvin., 

Student 
Solution.! 

1672 Barrington Street, Halifax 
TM of Gnnner's Food 

Available Sunday to Thursdays only. 
Offers available al Baninglon Sllocation only. Must show vahd SludeniiO. 
do nol>ncludelax or depoSits Prices subJect 1o change Wllhoul notice. 

GAZETTE 
Write for the spoof!!! 

{Utera\\y.) 
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You don't need to drink to be happy 
HILARY STAMPER 
GREGORY WADE 
OPINIONS CONTRIBUTORS 

These days, most people associate 
university life with alcohol consump­
tion. It is a common phenomenon for 
the typical university student to epgage 
in leisure drinking. Though the alcohol­
fixations of university students has en­
gendered problems like street fights and 
noise complaints, there is another issue 
that needs to be addressed: how do you 
survive university as a non-drinker? 

Being a minority in a society that so 
frequently favours the majority is a dif­
ficult task. University is a society with 
social drinkers, hard drinkers, and some 
who forego it altogether. 

This minority group has come to be 
known as "straight edge:' Socials, pub­
crawls and frosh weeks are all geared 
toward university students who drink. 
Even this newspaper you are reading 
is partly funded through drink-culture 
advertisements. 

At times a straight-edger can feel 
the desire to revert back to drinking, or 
start drinking, in order to fit in. There 
are a few ways, though, you can survive 
the pressure. 

Don't be afraid to go to bars. You 
won't get kicked out when you order an 
orange juice. Don't be afraid of people 
who are drunk. Remember that the es­
sence of being straight edge is to not 
drink but also to not be a hermit. Parties 
are fun. Go to them. 

Let people know that they can relax 
around you. You are not a narc. Don't 
shy away from friends when they're 
drunk. Remember you are there to have 
fun, not to judge or to take incriminating 
photos for Facebook. 

If you are a bit nervous about strang­
ers at a party, who unlike you're friends 
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Another screwdriver, please; hold the vodka. 

do not know about your way of life, use 
the old tricks. Cradle a drink all night, get 
glasses that aren't clear so people can't 
readily know what you're drinking, and 
finally remember that a rum and coke 
looks just like a coke and an orange juice 
can easily masquerade as a screwball. 

But: don't go overboard on pretending 
to be drunk. Be discrete about your bever­
ages, but do not try acring drunk, unless you 
are a really good actor. If you were caught 
faking. it would be really embarrassing. 

You do not have to explain why you 
are straight edge. Everyone has different 
reasons. Some people will try to hound 
you for an answer but remember that 
your reasons are your own. 

In the same vein, don't let people 
paint you and other straight-edgers with 
the same brush. Just because you don't 
drink does not mean you are religious, 
or that something tragic happened to 
you. If those are your reasons, that's fine. 

But remember, the majority of us are just 
people who do not like drinking but still 
like to have fun - both in drinking and 
non-drinking situations. 

Do not try to buy your friends' love. 
Yes, you probably have more disposable 
income than they do, but don't let peo­
ple make you tonight's ATM. 

Make sure you explain to your 
friends up front that you aren't the au­
tomatic designated driver or any other 
kind of babysitter. 

Don't preach or proselytize. I cannot 
stress this enough. It is annoying and will 
not make you likeable. You are at a party 
to have fun, not change Jives. 

Finally, do not feel pressured to 
change your lifestyle for others. As cliche 
as it might sound, friends should accept 
you for who you are. If they have a prob­
lem with you not drinking. talk to them. 
Do not let them peer pressure you into 
drinking. You've resisted this long, right? 

Letters to the edit or 
SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 

The Gazette re.orves the right to edit allleners lor 
length and clarity. This publication will only print 
~ubmiscoiono; that its editorial board deems to be in 
good taste and void of libellous and/or defamatory 
material. If the editorial board determines that a 
lener violates this policy. The Gazette may invite the 
author to revise the submission. Please submit to 

opinions@dalgazene.ca 

DSU silences students 
I have been a social advocate for 

many years here in Nova Scotia. I am 
also a full-time Dal student. 

Recently I have noticed there have 
been drastic changes in the Dalhou­
sie Student Union's (DSU) attitude 
towards students. For example, at the 
last DSU Annual General Meeting held 
on March 11, a Gazette journalist was 
forced to leave the meeting by Dal Se­
curity and the police. The ground of 
removal was that the journalist was a 
King's student and so was not allowed 
to attend the meeting. 

This is completely unacceptable. 
The Gazette is the students' newspa­
per, a voice for Dal students; this ac­
tion was not only disrespectful to Dal's 
student body but it was downright un­
democratic. 

Speaking as a social advocate, I 
am deeply concerned about DSU's 
approach towards some student soci­
eties. The DSU has made some policy 
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defamatory materiaL Subm · ions are due at noon 
on the Saturday prior lO publication. 

changes this year, changes that have 
mostly impacted student-supported 
societies such as the Nova Scotia Pub­
lic Interest Research Group (NSPIRG). 

A group supported by many DSU 
members is working very hard to shut 
NSPIRG down. 

Since 2006, I have worked on many 
advocacy projects with the support of 
NSPIRG. For my last project I success­
fully lobbied the federal government to 
sign the United Nations Convention on 
the Rights of People with Disabilities 
on March 30, 2007. 

This project has impacted the 
quality of life for more than two mil­
lion Canadians living with disabilities 
today; I could not have done this work 
without the support of NSPIRG. Who 
can put a price on this kind of work? 
Isn't it worth the $4 a year Dal students 
pay to NSPIRG? 

Sincerely, 
Robab Haghpanh 

Are You A Graduating Student? 
If you are, the Canadian University 
Survey Consortium will ask you to 

tell us about your experience at 
Dal. What you tell us makes a 

difference. 

We will put the aggregated results of the 
survey on the Dal web site where you 
can see them and tell you when they are 
there. 
We will use the results to help us decide 
where to put resources to improve Dal. 

The invitation to participate in the 
survey will be emailed to your 

Dal account. 
You could win 1 of 4$250 Dal Bookstore 

certificates by participating. 

(iBJ DALHOUSIE 
\!/'UNIVERSITY 
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Fighting it out 
Dog Day debates new album and sun signs 

LAURA DAWE 
ARTS BEAT REPORTER 

The members of Dog Day talk 
about their new album, Concentration, 
the night before they leave for Ontario, 
where they'll play shows and record 
with Elevator's Rick White, who wrote 
a song for them. 

It quickly becomes obvious that it 
takes all members of the band to tell 
a full story. Their bickering might be 
because the band is comprised of two 
pairs of people in various stages of 
marriage: one pair together and one 
pair divorced. But if you asked them, 
they'd blame it on the alignment of the 
planets. 

"We're astrologists:· says KC Spidle, 
the drummer. 

No one argues. 
Asked to each tell their sign and 

three adjectives to describe it, Spidle 
says, "I'm a Gemini. I'm a self-deluded 
escapist." 

Crystal Thili, the keyboardist, cor­
rects her ex-husband of just more than 
a year. "That's not three adjectives, 
that's just something he ripped out of 
a book:' 
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"So we just really all wanted to 
release a little bit longer of a record," 
Spidle says. "People have waited quite 
a long time for this album so you might 
as well get 10 extra minutes:' 

"There weren't any real flops or 
anything," says Smith, of the band's 
shared confidence in the new album. 
"I don't know, every now and then 
you'll record a record and some song 
that you thought was going to be the 
best is like 'what the hell?"' 

The album art, made by Smith, 
who is one half of the popular screen­
printed poster magnate Yo Rodeo, 
well-exemplifies the "symmetry" and 
balance of positive and negative on 
the record. On a black background is 
a multi-coloured design inspired by 
Aztec-like drawings Smith made after 
returning from a trip to Mexico when 
he was three. 

"I was trying to think it if it was 
darker;' says Spidle of Concentration's 
sound. "It's just slower and more pa­
tient." 

"I think Night Group was more 
frantic," says Smith, 

"Worldly. It's a little more world­
ly;• says Spidle. "Because we've been 
around the world." Thili's a Leo with a Gemini moon. 

"You have three main signs;• singer 
and guitarist Seth Smith explains with­
out looking up. He is making Ren and 
Stimpy-type music on an unplugged 
electric guitar in the far corner. 

Local indie heros, Dog Day, are set to release their latest album, Concentration. 
"Well, we've been around the At­

lantic Ocean," corrects Urich. 

"Yeah, there's your sun sign, your 
moon sign and your rising sign;• shrugs 
Thill. "Apparently they are the three 
main parts of your personality:' 

"She's trying to sound skeptical;' 
says Spidle, "but she's obsessed with 
astrology." 

Dark-eyed bassist and singer Nan­
cy Urich takes her rum. ''I'm a Virgo so 
that means I do things properly, I'm 
accurate and I -" 

Spidle interrupts, calling her a "nit­
picking crank," which only encourages 
the little smile growing in the corners 
of Urich's mouth, "I'm not a wing-nut 
like those two lying sacks of .. :· 

Singer and guitarist Seth Smith is 
a Pisces. He just had his birthday. He 
asks the room what his three traits are. 

"! have it on the Internet there," 
Urich says, nodding toward the com­
puter. "What is it? Idealistic, charming, 
escapist:' 

"Sensitive;' says Spidle, 
"Unsocial," says Smith. 
"Anti-social;' says Spidle. 
"Dumb," says Smith. 
"Not smart," says Urich. 
And they all laugh together. 
Memorizing celebrity star signs 

passes time while touring, something 
Dog Day has been doing a lot of. In the 
hours between towns in the Southern 
U.S., they might discuss the shared 
traits of various sound guys they've 
had. Smith says sound guys are often 
Earth signs. Urich says they vary. Peo­
ple are referred to as "the Aquarius" or 
"that Virgo:' They agree that booking 
agents are usually Capricorns. 

They write their records through 
compromise. 

Take "Rome;' for example, the song 
that everyone is fighting about tonight. 
It was released on the Internet the day 
of our conversation, as a teaser for 
their album that comes out on April28. 
Thili is nervous because they've never 

played it live and she doesn't know her 
part. 

"We just realized;' Smith says of 
the tour they leave for in the morning, 
"that people might expect us to play 
that." 

"That's what I've been saying!" 
Urich interjects. "I've been saying it all 
week." 

Despite this current dilemma, the 
band is excited about Concentration. 
They mixed it in New York, with one of 
their heroes, John Agnello, who worked 
on Sonic Youth's Rather Ripped, a Dog 
Day favourite. Agnello's also worked 
with Dinosaur Jr., Bruce Springsteen 
and Cyndi Lauper. 

"Rome" is not a single, the band 
adamantly asserts, but a teaser. Urich 
sings, which Smith says she does a lot 
more of on this album. 

" 'Rome' was once Seth's song," 
says Spidle. "It turned out 10 times bet­
ter when she sang it. Because it was ei­
ther that or it was a low singing ghoul:' 

Teach ESL in Korea 
Live and Travel Earn and Save International Work Experience 

Free return flight and apartment, severance 
package and medical insurance provided. 
No teaching certification or experience required. 

Attend a free information session on Thursday, April 2nd 
at 3pm at EduNova and allow our team of experienced 
international education consultants assist you in 
finding the right overseas teaching experience. 

To find out more about the 
Nova Scotia Teacher Ambassador 
Program contact Mike Rosson, 
mike@edunova.ca- (902) 424.8382 

1 505 Barrington Street 
15th Floor, Suite 1501 
Maritime Centre 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
(Next to the passport offtee) 

www.edunova.ca 

'• 

Smith nods in agreement, not of­
fended by this description of his voice. 

"It's great to have that option:• he 
says, "because then you can mix your 
record up a bit. It's not just some guy 
mumbling the whole time. Hopefully, 
you don't get as sick of the singing eas­
ily. We really wanted to do kind of a 
longer record this time. I just can't lis­
ten to a record that's over 35 minutes. 
I start getting really sick of the guy. I 
don't care what he's talking about." 

Dog Day debates for a minute about 
how long Concentration is. Urich's as­
sertion of 48 minutes is accepted. 

"I've never released a record past 
35 minutes in my life, I don't think," 
says Spidle, who also plays with Hus­
band and Knife, and played with Thili 
in The Hold back when they were dat­
ing. 

Of Dog Day's last two records, 
"Thirty-two minutes was Night Group 
and 1hank You was like 11 minutes or 
something;• Spidle jokes. 

T 

"We wrote "Rome" in Rome," says 
Smith. "We did get influenced, going 
through the states and Europe." 

"No, I wrote "Rome;• like the verse, 
on that stage in Italy," recalls Spidle. 
"With his (Smith's) electric guitar, 
picking away, and then we finished the 
chorus in Rome:' 

"It was still all written in Italy," says 
Urich. 

" 'Rome' was influenced by a show 
we played in Germany," recounts Spi­
dle, "It's all coming back to me." 

"I think it was influenced by a pic­
ture I saw of your mother in Italy," says 
Urich. 

"It's like seven minutes or some­
thing," explains Smith, "It's a weird 
song to be a single:• 

They eventually agree that their 
first single will be "Happiness:· 

"We can actually play that song 
live, too," chuckles Spidle. "So that's 
cool." 

"It's an attempt at being positive," 
says Smith. 

, 
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The insider 
Professor shines a light on Dal's prejudices against minorities 
HILARY BEAUMONT 
STAFF CONTRIBUTOR 

Too many times, 44-year-old An­
thony Stewart has walked past one of 
his colleagues on Dalhousie campus 
only to face a blank stare from the oth­
er professor. 

"There would be this moment 
when you would half lock eyes and 
there would be nothing there. No glint 
ofrecognition," he explains, describing 
one such encounter with a fair-haired 
male colleague. "He would basically 
look right through to the back of my 
head like I wasn't there. He wasn't ig­
noring me; he just didn't recognize 
me." 

Stewart, a tenured English profes­
sor at Dal, says it's because most of 
his colleagues don't expect to know 
anyone who looks like him: "tall, black 
and male:• 

"It's not really this person's fault. 
Because of what this person does for 
a living, being a university professor, 
having gone to graduate school, this 
person just does not expect to know a 
lot of people like me." 

Stewart is not telling this awkward 
story to draw attention to himself. A 
blank stare from a fellow professor 
doesn't ruin his day. To him, it's about 
larger implications. 

''I'm not pointing it out just to bema­
licious or just to make them feel guilty or 
just to put them on the defensive, but be­
cause it matters and it means something. 
If that's a blind spot in their perception 
and I notice it, then any of the kids they 
teach who superficially resemble me, 
those kids notice it too:• 

Stewart's concern is for the Dal 
community. He says universities, espe­
cially this one, are keeping minorities 
out of teaching positions. And at the 
same time, students are suffering the 
consequences of a prejudiced system. 
He explains this premise in his most 
recent book, You Must Be a Basketball 
Player: Rethinking Integration in the 
University. 

Stewart has attended university 
since 1983, first as a student at Guelph, 
then at Queen's and now as a professor 
at Dal. During this time, people have 
stereotyped him as a basketball player. 
He says the examples are countless. 

Outside a library where Stewart 
had gone with a friend to hear profes­
sor David Divine speak, a white woman 
approached him. 

"You must be a basketball player;• 
she said. 

His friend's mouth fell open in 
shock. Stewart had told his disbeliev­
ing friend just moments before that 
this happens to him frequently. 

"No;• Stewart said, looking down 
at the woman from six feet, six inches. 
"I'm an English professor at Dalhousie 
University." 

"Good for you;• she replied sin­
cerely. 

For Stewart, the persistent as­
sumption that he must play basketball 
has become a symbol for the struggle 
of minority groups within the univer­
sity system. 

In his book he uses anecdotes, 
told bluntly in first person, to highlight 
similar situations where students, col­
leagues or complete strangers have 
leapt to assumptions about him. As 
before, these anecdotes are meant to 
shed light on the bigger issue. 

"If you major in English, history or 
philosophy at this university, among 
the full-time professors, the only pro­
fessor you're going to get who's a per­
son of colour is me:• 

There are five black people, includ­
ing Stewart, out of 130 staff in the Fac-
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In his new book, Anthony Stewart says prejudice at university stems not 
from policy, but from individual decisions. 

ulty of Arts and Social Sciences. 
"Right now, the sort of unstated set 

of beliefs is that every white guy who 
works at a university is here because he 
was the best and the rest of us are here 
because of the benevolence of some 
other white guy, basically:• 

When he began to write his book 
three years ago, he discussed this 
idea with professors from other facul­
ties who belong to minorities. There 
is a clear consensus among them that 
prejudices exist within the university. 
But when he talked to faculty members 
who belonged to the majority, he found 
most were oblivious to the idea that 
Dal might have hidden prejudices. 

In his book, Stewart says the rea­
son minorities aren't hired into teach­
ing positions is because of preferential 
hiring. A problem he addresses in the 
book is one he calls the "benefit of the 
doubt theory." 

He starts by clarifying that most 
prejudice does not take place at the 
level of policy. It takes place when in­
dividuals make decisions. 

Imagine a job interview where two 
candidates are vying for a position as a 
professor. One is a black woman with 
an ethnically marked name, the other a 
white male, "with a name like Anthony 
Stewart," he jokes. 

Both candidates do OK in the inter­
view, but not great. They are on equal 
footing in terms of qualifications. 

"As people are thinking about 
whom to choose between them, she 
doesn't look like anyone who has 
taught them, she doesn't look like 
anyone they've taught, really, and she 
doesn't look like a whole lot of people 
that they know. He does. He looks the 
part already. At that point it would be 
very easy for her to be characterized as 
not being ready for the job and him be­
ing characterized as just having had a 
bad day." 

So when university administrators 
make that decision, which candidate 
do they hire? 

"I'm here to tell you; Stewart says 

solemnly. "Eight or more times out 
of ten, he gets the job. Because he re­
minds you of somebody :• 

It happens for the same reason 
Stewart becomes "invisible" to his col­
leagues on the sidewalks of campus. 

"It's not volition, it's not intent, it's 
not malice. It's practice:• 

Stewart says he isn't laying blame, 
because that would end the conversa­
tion he hopes to foster. Instead, his book 
brings the flaws of the university men­
tality into an unflattering light while si­
multaneously offering solutions. 

"When people talk in terms of sys­
temic discrimination, a lot of what is 
systemic is a collection of decisions 
made by individuals. So there's blame 
to go around, but once you start talking 
in terms of blame people stop listening 
to you. I've tried to keep a measured 
tone in the book because I want people 
to read it, I want people to think about 
the issues:• 

Stewart is not optimistic about 
change in university policy, although 
his book aims to cultivate it. 

"Irrespective of intent, the effect is 
the same," Stewart says. "If the place 
you work in looks like an exclusive 
country club, then it doesn't matter 
whether you don't want it to look like 
an exclusive country club. If it does, 
then some people are going to see it 
that way and some people are going 
to react to it that way. They're not go­
ing to feel that they're welcome there 
because they don't feel welcome at ex­
clusive country clubs." 

Stewart is confident a shift in pol­
icy will come when a critical mass of 
people want something done. He says 
it's unfortunate, but universities work 
that way. He would know. 

"I'm an insider. I'm a university 
professor. I'm not somebody railing at 
the gates yelling about how I've been 
kept out:' 

Stewart will be reading from his 
book, You Must Be a Basketball Player, 
at the Dalhousie Art Gallery March 26 
at4p.m. 

Death Cab For Cutie will perform at Dal April 3, but good luck finding a 
ticket. 

Death Cab for Dalhousie 
Rogers contest brings Seattle band to campus 

JASON COHANIM 
STAFF CONTRIBUTOR 

After a long, hard fought battle 
through the text messaging trenches, 
Dalhousie has come out on top. What 
has your humble school won in reward 
for its efforts? A free show in the Stu­
dent Union Building's Mcinnes room 
on April 3, performed by Death Cab 
for Cutie. 

Over the past month, Rogers Com­
munications Inc., partnering with Live 
Nation, ran a nationwide contest for all 
Canadian universities. The shtick: The 
school that sends in the most text mes­
sage and Facebook votes as a percent­
age of its student population would 
win a free Death Cab for Cutie show 
on campus. With a voter turnout of 15 
per cent, Dal doubled the runner up's 
turnout and almost topped the vot­
ing turnout for the recent Dal Student 
Union (DSU) elections. 

For the months leading up to the 
vote, the campus was plastered with post­
ers, voting tables and LCD screen ads, as 
well as placemats and napkins urging 
students to bring Death Cab to Dal. 

For Kris Osmond, DSU vice-presi­
dent (student life), the contest wasn't 
just about the band. 

"This was a great way to show ev­
erybody that Dalhousie has a lot of 
school spirit, in spite of what most 
students think;' Osmond says. "From 
all of our promotion efforts, by the 
DSU and Rogers, our school is being 
rewarded for that spirit with a major 
concert from a huge band to close out 
the school year." 

The stoke factor is running high 
all over the map. Not only from the 
students who voted and the DSU, but 
even from the band members them­
selves. 

"We were waiting in anticipation 
to hear where the contest would take 
us, and we couldn't be happier that 
Dalhousie's win is bringing us to Hali­
fax," says Death Cab drummer Jason 
McGerr. "We've never been to that 
part of Canada, so we're excited to fi­
nally get to play for our fans out there:• 

Although Halifax wasn't originally 
a planned stop on Death Cab's upcom­
ing spring tour, the contest win has 
made the upcoming show at Dal the 
band's unofficial kick-off gig. 

"It's an amazing feeling for us that 
you guys won, because you had to go 
out and vote and show your love;• says 
McGerr. "That shows us that you really 
want us to play so we're going to give 
Halifax everything we've got." 

Bringing a band from Seattle to 
Halifax seems quite appropriate, con­
sidering that Halifax has been dubbed 
the "Seattle of the East." 

"Geographically Halifax and Se-

attle are quite similar;• says McGerr. 
"They're both tucked up in their re­
spective corners of their countries, 
which presents a challenge for some 
tours to work their way up there;· says 
McGerr. "When you've got a scene like 
that, the bands that are from there 
tend to stick together and develop a 
rich and rocking atmosphere." 

The students who actually voted 
with their text messages were put into 
a lottery to win tickets to the show. 
First dibs went to Rogers customers 
who voted, then second dibs went to 
those with other cell phone carriers. 
The company also released a bunch 
of tickets to radio station Zl03.5, The 
Beat of Halifax, and listeners who 
called in could win tickets. To win 
tickets through the radio station, how­
ever, participants have to register for a 
Zl 03.5 account in hopes of getting ran­
domly selected for the prize. 

This giveaway process has upset its 
fair share of Dal students and Haligo­
nians alike. 

"The whole situation is a pretty big 
disappointment;' says Dal student Dan­
ielle Spychka. "I don't have a cell phone 
so I couldn't vote and now the one 
chance I get to see Death Cab in the Mar­
itimes, I get left in the cold. The whole 
Rogers exclusivity is bullshit. Everyone 
should have a chance to see them:• 

While Osmond says it would be 
great for everybody if Death Cab were 
able to play a show anybody could buy 
tickets to see, it's a matter of finances. 

"We would love to be able to bring 
Death Cab for Cutie to our campus 
and let anyone buy tickets, but a band 
of their size just doesn't fit within our 
available budget," he says. "The Rogers 
contest allowed us the chance to get a 
band as big as they are without putting 
us under the table:• 

Death Cab for Cutie tickets are 
listed on kijiji.com for upwards of $300 
each. 

There have also been rumours 
floating around, mainly through Fa­
cebook channels, of Death Cab play­
ing another show open to the public. 
McGerr says those are just rumours. 
With the band officially starting its 
three-month spring tour on April 5 in 
Toronto, there would be too many lo­
gistical issues to deal with in setting up 
a last-minute second show. 

"We'd love to have time to play 
for all of our fans in Halifax, but it 
just wouldn't work this time around," 
he says. "But if the response from our 
show at Da1 is super positive then we'll 
definitely keep you in mind for our 
next tour. Also, since this is our first 
time in Halifax we want to show you 
everything we've got, so if the fans at 
the show go wild enough, we'll play till 
the sun comes up:' 
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Stewart Innes brings video·based art to the Khyber with his new project, 
Veni Vidi 0. 

The art of video at 
the Khyber 
KRISTIN SLANEY 
ARTS CONTRIBUTOR 

It's not very often you walk into a 
gallery and see video displayed as art. 
These days most video ends up con­
fined to the ranks ofYouTube, poten­
tially getting lost in the white noise of 
the Internet. 

Stewart Innes knows video some­
times gets overlooked as an art form. 

"Video art doesn't have a huge 
venue," says Innes. "It's not the kind of 
art that's tangible in a sort of way that 
you can take it home and put it above 
your sofa. So it doesn't get touched by 
a lot of commercial galleries:' 

Innes is trying to change that. He is 
organizingVeni Vidi 0, a one-night-on­
ly event of video art set to take place at 
the Khyber Institute of Contemporary 
Art on March 28. The white walls of the 
Barrington Street building will turn into 
projection screens, and a regular room 
will turn into a formal sit-down theatre, 
with old televisions displaying installa­
tion video art set up all around. 

"We show pretty much any form of 
video-based art," explains Innes. "We 
do anything ranging from traditional, 
narrative based film that we screen in a 
formal theatre to projections on walls. 
We do installations on TVs. We do live 
performance that involves video. It 
takes a lot of different forms." 

Veni Vidi 0 was born last year, 
when Innes decided to take a year off 
from studying at the Nova Scotia Col­
lege of Art and Design (NSCAD) and 
went back to Ontario. His co-curator, 
Alison Kobayashi, first came up with 
the idea and the two of them orga­
nized three different incarnations of 
the event in Toronto, with video always 
at the forefront. 

This year, Innes returned to 
NSCAD and decided to bring Veni Vidi 
Owithhim. 

"Since I've been back I've been 
wanting to really get one going here," 
says Innes. He has had an enthusiastic 
response from Haligonians since he 
posted a call for submissions on Face­
book. The night will include work by 
local video artists and filmmakers, and 
it will also showcase the work of some 
artists from Toronto and Montreal. 

The event will feature musical 
guest Snow Picnic later in the night. 
The electronic dance musician will 
be teaming up with Noah Logan, who 
will do projections during the perfor­
mance. 

And, much to the delight of a stu­
dent's empty wallet, Veni Vidi 0 will 
be free. 

"People can go out and spend five 
bucks cover someplace, or they can 
come to the Khyber and see some awe­
some free videos," says Innes. 

He says Veni Vidi 0 can even be a 
powerful tool for filmmakers. By bring­
ing together different kinds of artists, it 
becomes easier to establish connec­
tions with artists who could possibly 
work together some day. 

"We had Slim Twig, who is a really 
great Toronto jangly, bluesy rock kind 
of guy, and he connected with. one of 
the groups that shows videos for us, 
called Exploding Motor Car, and they 
collaborated and made a video. This 
was after they met at Veni Vidi o;• says 
Innes. "It's really neat to see that hap­
pening. That's when we kind of know 
it's serving its purpose:' 

Overall, Innes thinks, the Khyber 
will work well as a location for the 
event. 

"Because it's so white and open, it 
just leaves you with lots of opportuni­
ties to change it and manipulate it - to 
make it new and exciting;' says Innes, 
who volunteers at the Khyber. "I think 
people are really responding to that 
right now. The parties are getting more 
and more packed:' 

The Khyber definitely seems to be 
picking up steam lately, with recent 
successes like Get Fit, an 1980s aero­
bic-themed dance party, and Febru­
ary's Paranormal Formal. 

"It's appropriate for the Khyber to 
have this because the Khyber is sort 
of a multi-disciplinary kind of gallery 
that likes to show all different kinds of 
work. Not just paintings on a wall, but 
more contemporary work as well," says 
Jody Zinner, one of the events co-ordi­
nators for the Khyber. 

She says having a venue like the 
Khyber is important for Halifax in 
terms of exploring sometimes over­
looked forms of art. 

"Because it is a government fund­
ed artist-run centre, we have certain 
opportunities to do all sorts of differ­
ent projects there that we wouldn't be 
able to do if we were market driven or 
capital driven," Zinner says. 

She also notes the rising support of 
the student population the Khyber has 
experienced recently. 

"It's not like a NSCAD clubhouse, 
so it's exciting to branch out, and to 
keep incorporating students into the 
arts scene in Halifax:' 
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Local band Nerd Army del1vers old Nintendo favountes on its new release, Mario EP. 

Army of Nerds 
JORDANA LEVINE 
STAFF CONTRIBUTOR 

Nerd Army, a video game cover 
band, charmed the audience at Gus' 
Pub and Grill on March 19, playing fun, 
familiar tunes and injecting some light­
hearted comedy into the performance. 
The show celebrated the band's latest 
release, Mario EP, a collection of songs 
from the original three Mario Brothers 
games for Nintendo. 

The songs were all short and sweet, 
allowing the band to play a variety of 
songs to satisfy all of the video game fa­
natics in the audience. The music was 
even enjoyable for the non-garners. Al­
most everyone's heard the well-known 
Mario tunes that they played from 
their new EP - whether you played the 
games as a child or sat around on the 
couch watching your friend play, the 
chief melodies are unmistakable. 

Nerd Army carried sharp, but 
complex tunes with a great beat from 
drummer Brad MacDougall to hold the 
music together. It was obvious that the 
musicians have a lot of experience and 
talent. James O'Toole, the bassist, ex­
plains the four band members all play 
in other bands, ranging in genre from 
country to punk. 

Shawn Hunt, one of Nerd Army's 
two guitar players, says he isn't a huge 
fan of video games. 

"I mean, I was as a child," he says, 
but now, "a lot of these songs are sort 

of just songs to me. It's just sort of fun 
from a technical standpoint." 

Hunt gestures to O'Toole. "This 
guy's a geek:' 

O'Toole doesn't argue. 
"Yeah, I love video games;• he says. 

"I have over 150 Nintendo games that 
I collect. I'd say I'm probably the most 
video game-savvy guy (in the band)." 

Although the band members are 
split on their love for video games, 
Hunt says, "we're all friends and we all 
hangout:' 

Nerd Army's fun and friendly dy­
namic invited the audience into the 
performance. Craig Hamlin's witty 
comments onstage and Hunt's offstage 
humour contribute to their charm. 

Hunt jokes about the band getting 
in trouble for playing music from video 
games. 

"My goal from the start is to get a 
cease and desist from Nintendo;' he 
says. "I think that would be amazing." 

But, O'Toole says, "most of the stuff 
we do is like, over 20 years old now so 
I don't know if they even care. A lot of 
the companies that we cover games 
from don't even exist anymore:' 

Hamlin was full of jokes and bits 
of conversation throughout the show, 
getting the audience involved, asking 
"has anybody here actually played that 
game? How was it?" He also made fun 
of O'Toole, telling everyone "he would 
get tears in his eyes" while playing 
songs from a specific game. 

The band also conversed onstage, 

...... 

' 

changing their mind about songs; when 
Hunt was not too keen to do one song, 
Hamlin coaxed him into it, saying, "we'll 
do another one if we fuck it up:' 

They did another one, although it 
was hard to tell if there were actually 
any mistakes. 

The band was spent after the 
show, since they didn't start playing 
until after midnight, following Wax 
Mannequin and Electro Chiac Thera­
pie. O'Toole was very pleased with 
Nerd Army's performance. Hunt, in his 
tongue in cheek manner, simply said, 
"Yay ... I need a beer:' 

O'Toole says the band is going 
strong, after releasing a self-titled al­
bum last year, and plans to keep play­
ing. 

"I don't see any reason to stop. I 
guess we're pretty enthusiastic about 
the project;' he says. "We're going 
to release a new, full-length album 
soon. We've already started recording 
for it:' 

The Nerd Army guys don't take 
themselves too seriously and they like 
to play around, but it's clear they care 
about what they're doing. 

"I guess this band just kind of start­
ed as the side project and after we did 
one album, we decided to keep doing 
it;' says O'Toole. "Now we're gigging 
pretty steadily and releasing a lot more 
material:' 

Nerd Army is set to perform at 
Awesomefest March 28 at the Pavilion. 
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John K. Sampson of The Weakerthans rocks out at The Palace March 20. 

Picky Palace crowd greets 
Weatherthans and Constantines 
MATT RITCHIE 
STAFF CONTRIBUTOR 

March 20 was an odd day in Hali­
fax. It was freezing outside and dipped 
even lower in the evening. Despite the 
cold in the air, this was a day people had 
been excited about for quite awhile: 
The Weakerthans and Constantines 
would be playing The Palace. 

But all this excitement and antici­
pation was unapparent upon walking 
into the Palace when the show started 
at 8 p.m. on the frigid Friday. As the 
Superfantastics came onto the stage to 
deliver a strong opening performance, 
there was a lack of people who really 
cared. Maybe this was because their 
performance wasn't advertised on the 
tickets; maybe not many people knew 
who they were. Either way, the crowd 
was dead during the duo's brief set, 
leading the Superfantastics to leave 
the stage after their final song with 
not even a goodbye. It seemed like the 
house lights were still on while they 
were playing. 

After the Superfantastics left the 

stage, the crowd surged forward, get­
ting ready for the Constantines. After 
setting up their instruments them­
selves and waiting long enough for the 
fog machine to fill the stage in a dark 
haze, the Toronto band burst into a 
perfect set of old and new, rare and 
popular songs from its catalogue. 

Even for those who went to the 
show not yet as fans of the Constan­
tines, it was apparent that this would 
be an energetic set. In the first song. 
lead vocalist Bryan Webb played with 
his mic stand like it was a foreign ob­
ject and acted like he didn't even know 
how to sing into it. Extending the mic 
upwards until it grazed the house 
lights, Webb dropped it down in front 
of him to deliver a chorus without 
missing a beat. 

The stage theatrics wouldn't end 
there. The band members delivered 
the most energetic set of the evening, 
throwing their guitars around and 
bashing them into their amps occa­
sionally, creating a denser and more 
disorienting soundscape then the one 
already associated with their albums. 

During the sludge-y Cure meets Joy Di­
vision performance of "Trans Canada" 
the guitarists drenched the stage in 
distorted reverb, slamming the guitars 
against themselves while the funky 
bass line of the song kept surging it 
forward. 

The only downside was that almost 
half the crowd wouldn't stop talking 
during the songs. 

That changed when The Weaker­
thans took the stage after a IS-minute 
turnover of equipment. After the lights 
had been set up, the band charged 
through a set of old and new songs. The 
crowd sang along to almost every word 
and stayed on the trail of lead singer 
John K. Samson's lyrics. Bass player 
Greg Smith bounded around on stage, 
still a live image of the punk roots of 
the band. 

After an encore, the band mem­
bers stepped off the stage and contin­
ued along on their cross-Canada tour, 
but not before giving one of the more 
fun performances Halifax has seen in 
awhile, even in a venue like The Pal­
ace. 

In the eye of the beholder 
Dal Art Gallery opens Staging the Self exhibit 

JOHANNA MERTH 
ARTS CONTRIBUTOR 

"People are boring unless they're 
extremists;' reads a slightly wrinkled 
and faded T-shirt sitting in the Dalhou­
sie Art Gallery's new exhibit "Staging 
the Self'; featuring the work of Martha 
Wilson. 

The show, curated by Peter Dykhu­
is, follows Wilson's artwork over the 
past 30 years as an artist who embrac­
es the avant-garde, contemporary art 
movement though a highly political, 
feminist and activist lens. 

As a student at Dal in the early 
1970s, Wilson began her introspec­
tive works here in Halifax. Her pho­
tographs deal with the issues ranging 

from female subjectivity and the per­
ception of the self through the explora­
tion of male and female personas and 
costume transformations to satirical 
impersonations of mainstream politi­
cal figures. 

Wilson, who was in Halifax on 
March 21, gave a guided tour to pa­
trons and explained her progression 
as an artist and social and political ac­
tivist. She says key issues of the times 
drive her work. 

"Your ambitions never really 
change - time marches on but we still 
want what we wanted 30 years ago," 
says Wilson. "We want the world to 
be a better place and we are doing our 
work so that will happen ... keep doing 
your work and, OK, the world might 

blow up, but if you keep doing your 
work at least you'll be at peace with 
your own effort." 

ManyofWilson's pieces offer highly 
critical yet hilarious approaches to the 
issues of war, politics and impending 
"doom." She also displays her keen wit 
in her more recent work, challenging 
political and social identities through 
satirical impersonations of key pub­
lic figures such as Nancy Reagan and 
Laura Bush. 

Staging the Self is a must-see for 
any art-loving activist or simply those 
viewers who enjoy an alternative per­
spective. 

Staging the Sef/ wiJJ be exhibited 
at the Dalhousie Art Gallery until May 
10. 

l 

SUPPLIED 

I Lesley Boutilier, here with her husband, Graham, during their European 
vacation, turned the t rip into a book. 

! Marriage meets travel 
I 
I meets Murphy's Law 
Dal grad writes book on backpacking Europe 

SANDRA WHITTY 
ARTS CONTRIBUTOR 

Dalhousie graduate Lesley Boutilier 
recently released her first book, Back­
packing with a Husband: Chasin' Mur­
phy's Law about her adventures travel­
ling to eight countries in seven weeks. 

Boutilier, who grew up in North 
Sydney, Cape Breton, graduated from 
Dal in 2004 with a major in English be­
fore becoming a teacher at a Riverview 
High School in Riverview, N.B. 

After getting home from work in 
June 2008, Boutilier announced to her 
husband, Graham, that she wanted to 
go on a trip to Europe, and they were 
on a flight the very next day. 

The couple explored Europe and 
documented their adventures: seeing 
the Pope in Italy, sky-diving. bungee­
jumping and white water rafting in 
Switzerland, attending a sex show in 
Holland, bar-hopping in Ireland and 
visiting the Louvre, The Arc de Tri­
omphe, Shakespeare's Globe theatre, 
the Coliseum, St. Peter's Basilica, the 
Vatican, the Swiss Alps, the Guinness 
Storehouse and Juno Beach. 

The Eiffel Tower holds a particular 
soft spot in Boutilier's heart. 

"I had no idea what I was getting 
myself into;• says Boutilier of walking 
up the stairs of the Eiffel Tower. "By the 
time we reached the first level, I felt 
like my heart was going to explode. The 
beauty of the city and the thought of 
being on top of France made it worth­
while. The view was spectacular and it 
was only topped by sharing it with my 
husband:' 

After returning home, Boutilier 
wrote Backpacking with a Husband: 
Chasin' Murphy's Law in less than a 
month. 

"I don't think about the writing 
process or what I'm putting on the 
page. I just write and write until I have 
nothing left," says Boutilier. "Some­
times, my writing is so mindless, that 

W;Iey Boutilier 

I will type my stories while watch-
ing television, talking on the phone, 
and having a conversation with my 
husband. Sometimes, I will wake up 
in the middle of the night and type 
five pages. Everything in my life is very 
sporadic. " 

Boutilier is already working on a 
second novel that will focus on what 
she calls her crazy, fun-loving family 
and the hardships that they faced in 
the last few months. Since November, 
Boutilier has been trapped on the side 
of the road for 16 hours in a snow­
storm, she lost her great-grandmother 
and her uncle, her grandparents' house 
burned to the ground and she caught a 
virus similar to shingles. 

"We may have been through hell 
and back, but we are still standing 
strong because we are a supportive, 
caring. thoughtful family that will sur­
vive whatever life throws our way;• she 
says. 

Boutilier plans to travel again this 
summer with her husband to see sev­
eral more countries in Europe and 
continue to travel - by backpacking, of 
course. 

KIT KAT PIZZA 
DONAIRS - SUBS - SEAFOOD 

429-3223 or 425-2229 
2314 Gottingen St., Halifax 

Buy a 16" pizza 
w/ works for $14.99, 
get 9" garlic fingers 

for$1.99 
16" pepperoni pizza for 

$9.95 
or 2 for $18.99 
2 med. pizzas 
w/3 toppings 

$16.99 
3 small donairs 

for $8.99 plus tax 
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CKDU to mark second anniversary 
of UN convention 
ANNA DEMELLO 
STAFF CONTRIBUTOR 

Two years ago, on March 30, 2007, 
a Dalhousie student successfully lob­
bied the Canadian federal government 
to sign the United Nations Convention 
on the Rights of People with Disabili­
ties, the first comprehensive human 
rights treaty of the 21st century, ac­
cording to the UN. 

Robab Haghpanh, a single mother 
of a young son with special needs, was 
that student. Her hard work has helped 
improve the lives of people across this 
country who are in need of support 
and resources, but she says more must 
be done. 

In 2007, Haghpanh was heart­
broken upon hearing that the federal 
government did not wish to sign the 
convention. She says that for the sake 
of her child, she decided to start a peti­
tion, and worked to gather signatures 
every day - between classes, in the 
evenings, and on weekends. 

"It was hard emotionally;' says 
Haghpanh. "Sometimes I asked over 300 
people in a day to sign. I had to explain 
over and over what the convention was 
about, but the most painful part for me 
as a mother was explaining to strangers 
that my child is special needs. 

Even after all of this, out of the hun­
dreds of people I would speak to, only 
about 30 would support my petition." 

In the end, however, she was able 
to gather and turn over 800 signatures 
to then-MP Alexa McDonough and the 
convention was later signed. 

"Everything! did was for (my son's) 
future to become a little easier," says 
Haghpanh. 

The UN convention on the Rights 
of People with Disabilities outlines its 
principals as those of dignity, autono­
my, non-discrimination, inclusion in 
society, equal opportunity and acces­
sibility for men, women and children 
with disabilities. 

Whether the convention adequate­
ly addresses the needs of those with a 
disability is really up to the communi­
ties and society as a whole. Haghpanh 

JOSH BOYTER/DALHOUSIE GAZETTE 
Dal student Robab Haghpanh is raising awareness about Canadians living 
with disabilities. 

says now things are quite different than 
they were even 10 years ago. 

"Lots of improvements have oc­
curred;' she says. "People are more 
vocal now. Parents and community 
members are more active. They express 
what they need." 

Haghpanh knows that those with 
special needs face huge obstacles in 
everyday life. 

"Life is not the same. The person 
has to deal with emotional and physi­
cal drain constantly. Asking strangers 
to help - it's so draining. You feel ex­
hausted. There is much vulnerability 
to violence and discrimination. That's 
why they need the support. It's a very 

tough life:' 
On March 30, CKDU radio will 

mark the second anniversary of the 
signing of the convention. 

"We asked some people, from a 
Montreal-based organization lobbying 
for women with disabilities, to speak and 
bring their concems;' says Haghpanh. 

An hour of interviews and discus­
sion will occur on the program. 

"I will be there myself, letting the 
public know we need their support;' 
says Haghpanh. 

For more information on the con­
vention, visit: www.un.org/disabili­
ties. 

Need Extra Income? 
Recession-Proof Home Based Business Opportunity! 

• Leader in cosmetic industry brings 30 

years experience to Atlantic Canada 

• Specializing in skincare, anti-aging and 

spa-quality treatments 
• Have fun while you earn, part-time consultants 

earn $1 00/hr 
• Unmatched and ongoing training and support 

provided 

Come and experience a free information session on 
Thursday, April 23, 2009 at 7pm, at The Citadel Hotel, Halifax 

Don't miss this life-changing opportunity. Space is limited. 
First 20 to register will receive a bonus package before the 

event. 

Contact Anne Murtland, BeautiControl Senior Director and 

National Trainer 

Anne Murtland : amurtland@shaw.ca 

Go fu ther ... 

GIS Tech Grads Get Jobs! 
Consider a career in computer-based mapping 

and analysis of objects and events! 

Geographic Information Systems 

• Average earnings: $46,600/year* 
• 1 00% Post Graduate Employment* 
• 32 weeks starting in September 
• Admission requirements: university degree or two years 

university level education or college diploma or significant 
work experience 

• Attend one of our info sessions on either March 251h 

or April151h at 7 pm 

Apply today! 
Call 856-2220 or 1-888-664-1477 

or visit us online 

REGISTER FOR INTERSESSION AND SUMMER SESSION 

SPEND YOUR SUMMER 
WITH STU 

St. Thomas University is accepting registration for 
lntersession (May-June) and Summer Session (July). 

Whether you're planning on completing your degree 
requirements or just interested in learning something new, 

why not do it in a place renowned for its faculty, quality 

of education and beautiful campus? 

·Anthropology 
·Criminology 
·English 
·Environment 
and Society 

·Fine Arts 

·French 
• Gerontology 
·History 
·Human Rights 
·Irish Studies 
·Journalism 

·Political Science 
• Psychology 
·Religious Studies 
·Sociology 
·Spanish 

Visit stu.ca for course details, registration fees 

and scholarship availability. 

FREDERICTON, HEW BRUNSWICK 

• 
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Bronze for Dal waterpolo at fifth annual spring meet 
SCOTT MONEY 
STAFF CONTRIBUTOR 

One of two Dalhousie teams in the 
fifth annual Invitational Water Polo 
Tournament swam away with third 
place after victory in the Dalplex pool 
from March 13 to 15. Dal Black won 
against New Brunswick A, 10-7. In the 
round robin, Dal Black won two of four 
games while the other team, Dal Gold, 
won zero of four. 

union Team and the Newfoundlanders. 
The tournament format was made 

up of two divisions of four teams, each 
with a preliminary round and a divi­
sional round robin. Crossover games 
then determined playoff contenders 
before the final. 

ed to see water polo growing as a com­
petitive sport. Bardecki is no stranger 
to waterpolo. She played in the World 
Championship, the Pan Am Games, the 
Commonwealth Championships (held 
in conjunction with the Common­
wealth Games), and in the World Cup as 
a member of the Canadian junior and 
Senior teams. She also play.ed profes­
sionally in France and Britain. Bardecki 
says the Dal Invitational does a lot for 
the development of players. She hopes 
to see Eastern Canadian teams compet­
ing once again at nationals, something 
she hasn't seen in more than a decade. 

Dal Black defender John Gauthier 
and coach AI Hennen said they were 
pleased with the third-place finish. 
They praised the talent and skill of the 
two teams who pl~yed in the final, the 
Newfoundlanders and the Old Timers 
Reunion Team. Both teams featured 
previous members of the national wa-

The Dal Invitational tournament was revived five years ago and has 
since thrived. 

This year's Invitational was the first 
time in the history of Canadian water 
polo that a tournament featured eight 
different teams from three Atlantic 
provinces: Nova Scotia, New Bruns­
wick and Newfoundland. During the 
the 1970s and 1980s, the Dal Invita­
tional Tournament was a regular event, 
but it was cancelled due to a decline in 
interest. Five years ago it was revived 
and the event has since thrived. 

71ze Dal Water Polo team is lookingfor 
new players for the upcomingfa/1 2009 sea­
son. All Dal students are welcome to play, 
regardless of skill or commitment Level. 

ter polo team and former Canadian 
Interuniversity Sport (CIS) champs. Dal 

Sport retort 
- -..ecoe¢--,..--

Take time to play 

TYLER BROWN 
SPORTS EDITOR 

Why is it that no one knows how to 
play anymore? In today's world, there 
never seems to be enough time for 
play. And that's just sad. To day's world 
has become a constant struggle, with 
financial woes and constant competi­
tion dominating our lives. Organized 
sports and activities have taken over 
more and more of kids' lives, over­
taking the time that used to be spent 
on unorganized play. This time lost 
means a loss of intangibles in today's 
youth. The time spent on play is time 
spent developing skills and personal­
ity traits, things like creativity, individ­
ual initiative and social skills. 

Why is it that no one ever just 
picks up a ball and makes up a game 
anymore? It seems that games now 
have to be completely organized, 
completely officiated, and most of all 
completely safe. Am I the only one 
who thinks that maybe we're losing 
something here? By completely con­
trolling our children's play, we are 
controlling what they learn from it. 
Children today are so used to being 
told what to do and how to do it that 
many of them become dependent on 
instruction. Recent studies conduct-

ed by the American Toy Institute, the 
philanthropic arm of the American 
Toy Manufacturers, have found that 
children who are exposed to unorga­
nized play are overwhelmingly more 
competent in many areas, including 
imagination, self-confidence, cre­
ativity, problem solving, and co-pp­
eration, not to mention the physical 
benefits of actually playing outside. 

So if we all know that playing is 
good for our children, why is it that 
we continue to allow children to waste 
away their days in front of television 
screens? Is it laziness, or is it simply 
that there is no chance of children 
hurting themselves while watching 
TV? Parents today seem to be so afraid 
their children might hurt themselves 
that they take outlandish steps to pre­
vent any injuries. I recently witnessed 
a child attempting to take its first steps 
- with a goddarnn helmet on! None 
of us learned to walk without falling. 
Falling- and injuring ourselves - is a 
natural part of learning, and a big part 
of developing our bodies to deal with 
pain and injury. Without these minor 
scrapes and cuts, we develop into in­
dividuals scared to ever injure our 
bodies. Now I'm not saying that turns 
those people into pussies, but those 
people are pussies. 

This new generation just doesn't 
know how to play. A recent day at 
the park saw people all over Gorse­
brook field, playing catch, playing 
Frisbee, and my group of friends 
playing an entirely too-high-energy 
game of football. I was happy to see 
everyone outside until I noticed one 
thing - there wasn't a person under 
the age of 19 at the park. Not one. So 
on a beautiful weekend, with the sun 
shining and the air crisp, where were 
all the kids? 

LOCAL BEER, 
STUDENT SIZES 
~ Party Kegs 
~ 2 li Growlers 
~ Brewery Tours 
f~ 24•s 

I 149 MARGINAL RD. 
NEAR PIER 21 

902.453.5343 

CANADIAN BEER OF THE YEAR! 

Black was one of the favourites to make 
the finals, along with the Old Timers Re-

Head referee of the tournament, 
Christi Bardecki, says she's really excit-

~ 

BEST o FOOD 

YOU'Rii INVIT~D 
o "'te for -

March 12- April 6 

for Best Chinese Food and Best Server in The Coast's Best of Food Survey. 
Go to www.J•n•r••taurant.ca or thecoa•t.ca to fill out the survey. 

OUR DISTINGUISHING QUALITI~~s our 
-With tough econom•c ttm fll 

-Our chefs have over 30 y~ars rices have not gon.e up, s t 
. ld famtly Pw.tth huge portion stzes. 1 OOL 

e"perience usmg 0 ff ( 10 
" _Discounts up to 35% 0 

recipes.G de ,,A" meats, fresh off pick up orders) 
-We use ra meal to l bl n etab\es and cook eve_ry. _Debit & credit avai a e 0 

~~~er for any food sensatJVtty · delivery 
- We have achieved numerous ___________ ..--~--

awards in the \ast 3 years. 

5972 Spring Garden Rd. 444-7776 

' ' 



EXTANT 
MILITARY MATTERS 
Matt Morrisey 
Anna West 
Editor 

Over the weekend another four Ca­
nadian soldiers were killed in Af­
ghanistan. One of whom was from 
my home town and his mother at­
tends the same church as my par­
ents. This is very much tied into the 
on-goings on Iraq and Iran. I went 
to a well informed friend of mine to 
get an update on the latest tidings. 
This is what he said: 

"On March 20th 2009 Barack 
' Obama reached out to Ayatollah Ali 

Khamenei, leader of Iran. First a 
little back story on the relations be­
tween the United States of America 
and Iran: 1953 was the year the 
United States really got involved 
with Iran and overthrew Prime Min­
ister Mohammed Mossadeq. Mos­
sadeq wanted to nationalize the oil 
operations in Iran, and clearly 
America at this time would have 
taken this as "communist" so Mos­
sadeq was removed from power in 
favour of the Shah of Iran. The 
Shah was a ruthless man, and in my 
opinion this is just another example 
of the United States' administration 
preferring totalitarianism over any­
one remotely left of centre. 

Eventually the Shah of Iran would 
be overthrown in the Iranian Revo­
lution of 1979. So like the govern­
ment/ruling bodies of Latin Amer­
ica set up by the United States, Iran 
fell to the opposition. Also in 1979, 
52 American diplomats were kid­
napped for 444 days. Jimmy 
Carter's administration then severed 
ties with Iran in 1980. Since the end 
of diplomatic ties between America 
and Iran there have been many 
problems from the Iran-Contra af­
fair under Ronald Reagan's admini­
stration to George W. Bush and his 
"Axis ofEvil" comments. 

President Barack Obama appeared 
in a video wanting to re-attach sev­
ered ties with Iran and discuss with 
Iran their problems concerning 
America's ally Israel among other 
things such as terrorism and nuclear 
weapons. This represents the first 
steps towards the right direction for 
America's foreign policy regarding 
Iran. However Iran's leader sees no 
difference between Former Presi­
dent George W. Bush and current 
President Barack Obama according 
to CTV and FoxNews. Obama's 
words do seem to be rather conde­
scending to Iran, and Obama seems 
to still be treating them as an "Axis 

of evil" much like Bush did. 

If peace occurs between the United 
States and Iran it will need to be 
done without a condescending atti­
tude from America. Apologies 
should be made to Iranians by 
America for supporting Saddam 
Hussein during his vicious attacks 
on Iran during the 1980s. An apol­
ogy was made in 2000 for Amer­
ica's support in the 1953 coup but 
by the Secretary of State not by 
then President Bill Clinton. Ayatol­
lah Ali Khamenei made a good 
point about how Obama's admini­
stration has preached change but yet 
much remains the same. Khamenei 
remarked in his response to Obama, 
"Have you released Iranian assets? 
Have you lifted oppressive sanc­
tions? Have you given up mudsling­
ing and making accusations against 
the great Iranian nation and its offi­
cials? Have you given up your un­
conditional support for the Zionist 
regime? Even the language remains 
unchanged." 

LJS and Iran relations are clearly far 
apart, but at least this is the early 
signs of better times ahead. Maybe 
in the not too distant future Obama 
and Khamenei could sit down and 
actually discuss restarting diplo-

YOU MIGHT BE AN ENGINEER IF ... 
• You'll assume that a 
"horse" is a "sphere" in order 
to make the math easier. 
• You bring a computer 
manual I technical journal as 
vacation reading. 

• You have a habit of de­
stroying things in order to see 
how they work. 
• You think that when peo­
ple around you yawn, it's be­
cause they didn't get enough 
sleep. 

• It is sunny and 70 degrees 
outside, and you are working 
on a computer. 
• You have a pet named af­
ter a scientist. 
• You laugh at jokes about 
mathematicians. 

matic relations between their two 
countries." 

This subject is always a hot-topic, 
but now even more than ever for the 
students of Dalhousie University. 
NSPIRG (Nova Scotia Public Inter­
est Research Group) is an anti­
oppression group trying to fight for 
social justice. They are currently 
attempting grave changes to the 
Dalhousie Student Union and con­
stitution by basically removing any 
military presence on Dalhousie 
University property. The Canadian 
military offers funding, jobs and 
many great opportunities for Dal­
housie students. Some Dalhousie 
students are current members of the 
reserves and have their education 
paid for by the Canadian military. 
There are several motions on the 
agenda for the additional Annual 
General Meeting that will be held 
on April 1 s\ 2009 at 6:30 of the 
Mcinnes Room in the Dalhousie 
Student Union Building. Please 
come and have a say. Remember to 
bring your ID card, as it will be re­
quired for entrance. For more infor­
mation visit: http://www.dsu.ca/ 
news/dsu-agm-update 

• The salesperson at Circuit 
City can't answer any of your 
questions. 

• You would rather get more 
dots per inch than miles per 
gallon 

• You can translate English 
into Binary. CO-OP CORNER 

• You're in line for the guil­
lotine ... it stops working prop­
erly ... and you offer to fix it. 
• You go on the rides at Dis­
neyland and sit backwards to 
see how they do the special 
effects. 
• You have any "Dilbert" 
comics displayed in your work 
area. 

The 

• You've ever calculated 
how much you make per sec­
ond. 
• You chuckle whenever 
anyone says "centrifugal 
force". 
• You've actually used every 
single function on your graph­
ing calculator. 

----------

• You consider ANY non­
engineering course "easy". 
• You understood more than 
five of these jokes. 

Engineering Humor. You 
Might Be An Engineer If ... 
Accessed on March 23, 2009 
from: http://www.gdargaud 
net/Humor/Engineer. html 

Thursday March 26 o The Novaks 
Friday March 27 o Trivia 
Thursday April 2 o Open Mic 
Friday April 3 o Big Engineering 

dalhousie sexton 
eflllre~ng unOOrgrm11Bte sx:lety 

Wednesday April 1 o DSU General Meeting. Come to Mcinnes Room in the Dalhousie Student Un­

ion Building for 6:30. . . . . . . . . , 
Friday April3 o Big Eng1beenng m the Parking Lot. L1ve Mus1c, Food and Dnnks. 

Important Dates: 

• March 19 o Last day of Round II. 
• March 20 o Employer rankings and offers 

posted for Round II. 
• March 20 - 23 o Question and Answer days 

with the Co-op Office. 
• March 23 o Student Rankings for Round II 

must be posted by 2:00pm. 
• March 24 o Round III begins. This round 

has no ranking system. 

Things to Remember: 

• The co-op website offers many tips and is very 
informative. The website is: 
http://www.engandcompscicoop.dal.ca 

• Remember that students are encouraged to do 
their own job search as well as to utilize the 
postings on PlacePro. 

• Forms are online or at the co-op office for those 
students who get jobs outside of PlacePro. If 
you do not fill out this form, then your work 
term may not be eligible for co-op and may not 
count as time towards your E.I.T., or profes-
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COSTE 
Available at Town Shoes 

Dartmouth Crossings· Halifax Shop ing Centre 


