
Mr. Thomas H. Raddall, 
Liverpool, N .. S . 

My dear .Mr. Raddall, 

90 Edward St. 
Halifax, N.S . 

May 8, 1944 . 

At the suggestion of Dr. James Martell, who is 

an admirer of yours and incidentally a friend of mine, I am t ak ing 

the liberty of asking you for some information for a radio talk I 

em scheduled to give on May 26 at 5 : 18. The subject is 11 Historical 

Fiction and the N.S .. Archives" and during the course of rrry remarks 

I have menti oned in some detail the perfectly fine job I think you 

have done on 11 His Majesty 1 s Yankees". This will be a trans- Canada 

broadcast and I am pleased to be urging the rest of Canada to read 

this fine historical novel , and doubly pleased to be rec ommending a 

Nova Scotfau. would you care to tell me in a letter where the idea 

for this book came to you and how you hit on the very clever title? 

This would help to br i ng in a l i ttle personal touch to lighten a 

serious talk. In addition, in the course of your research in the 

Archives, did any humorous occurrences crop up that might lend a 

further light touch to the talk. For instance, Dr. Martell tells 

me that u p on showing the building to an enthusiastic young lady one 

day, she turned to him and said, 11 But where do yoy. keep the wild 

animals? 11 

In tying up my talk with a timely event, ! have mentioned 

the Governor-General ' s award, upon which l offer my congratulations. 

Dr. Martell told me in confidence that Lord 'l'weedsmui r had written t .. 

ask you if he might write the foreword to "The Pied Piper of Dipper 

Creek". Is there any objection you may have to my using this infer-

mation in the talk'2 It ' s a. brilliant preface and pays high tribute 



to your story-telling a.bill ties. A great many of my listeners would 

·be interested in the enthusiasm of John Buchan. 

One further question : Can I mention your forthcoming novel 

and if so, when will it be off the press, what is the exact title, 

and what is the story about? I had rreant to visit the Archives 

last week while you were working there , Jim Martell tells me, but I 

was laid low with a vile cold Now I have no other recourse than to 

ask you to be burdened with a reply to all of my questions. I will be 

very grateful for anything you feel yru can release through me about 

a writer ' s feelings when a story idea is growing in him . My talk must 

be in the hands of the CBC Talks Department by next Monday, so It!.m 

afraid I must ask for a rush reply. 

temerity in tli is whole mat t er. 

I hope you will for g ive my 



liq 10th, 1944. 

'i'h.c...nke for your VArY flattering lett·:r. I ' 11 afrid tile story 
behind 11lUs Jaje•t7 1 B ?8Jlkees1' 1a n,;ther too lonf! tor the t1,1e yo'..!. have to 
e->&re for it, iJut hi re 1 t is . In 1930 or theroabouts l dhco•eref .froltl loec.l 
tales an,' docl.ll'lents thf\t the true atory of events in Nov-a Scotia e:urin« the 
A1Jerican Re..-olntion bats. ne?er l>een told. I bccsne int...:rcsted in t11eee matters, 
.oerha1e because I had rierried a 11 to"'l :o;irl , iqflower dencendlmt like 
118.ny others of the old Yankee etoclt in Queens County, 'or a long time the 
pursuit of inf"ormation o~ th" !J'.i.bject ffl"l-~ si!"!pl.:, a hobby- . l:r, 1::.:39 I bet;a.n a 
series of Ji ova Scotia historie,"l.l tales tor Blackwood I a ''aeazine, and in one 
or two of thoTll I described evenh in Liverpool durinr the ReTolution , CP.lling 
the place 11 0ldport" . John JJu.ciu'.n liked the t&les and sue.:, eetcd publicstion 
in 'book ... or,~ "'htm the series rs C01'1plete. ll.]pic""'°od PcP"reed, but the -.nr 
Cl..aene,.ed. all our yl&ns. HoweTer in t.llo ti)ring of l:¾4<) I had a letter fro'll 
Jl1t,odore Roosevelt, full of praise for the tales nnd sug eating that I wr,te 
a hletoey of l-lov11. .~cotia durin~ the lleTolu.tionary period . He h a director 
of the :f.i.bliahi~ firill of Do,.bledtq- Doran. who br tediately offered to publiah 
tlte hhtory if as and when written. I replied tbF..t I was not an historian. 

DoubleM.7 Doran then ur,.:;ed e. novel oaae'.l on the fa.ch and giving a 
trae picture ot Nova Scotia in the stren of \.he timea . liooaevolt added his 
persuaeio..'l. And so did l.enneth Roberta. who :ru- d be1.n re- ding ay 'Rlack:wood 
Yft.r!lS . I l!'t'S still doubtful . feeling that the short story was rq forte • 
.;u.t fin.,.,lly in 1::,41 I B&t :·.o~ to write tue novel . rte11 ar~n fro"'!l time to 
tine cnr ·ied 111.u to the Public Jrchives in Halifax, where Dr. Harvey ea.ve mo 
evf):ry facili ty;&nd Ji"' Martell and largaret Ells were a joy, full of ideas 
nnd sound knor,leQ8e 8Ild uoth very ktien to see nn hon, Bt novel on the subjec t • 

. aeld resoa.rch too~ ~e to ryrt Cu. ·berlend in the su'l!Jer . ( :rort 
BcauseJour. I a.ho ,.ld. aey. since the authorities have decided. on the old 

r1;1nch namo for their nu.&IJW'l . ) ! went all ovor tho t,TOUJld Tery c.:-.retully 
fftvr _,reli: 1ine.ry stu-"y of' the olC "13-ps ant: documents in l!'ort Beausejo1.U' 
library. an:1 t o,1k :-:,hoto~raohs of all the approaches and so on; an I 
C'Jvereoi he surro:mdi~ co•tntry ':lentioned in the tale, includi~ an 
ox ·loreti.on of the Roar ' ~ "Sack. I went back there in }IoTe"lber in order 
to fix i n my "'lin,- the ap et'\rance of the riarshes and the countryside 
generally, since it wa~ in NoY"e ·ber that the me'ilorablf! sie;,,e of Fort 
C'.l.'!l.b•.:rland took ..,lace. 

Th• title 9'1.;:.r ested itself; the const;ont reference to II Y2.nlcees11 

and 11 ff'is 1ajestyu in the manuscript, I su !pose ; at 8.D3 rate I ,ranted 
r orqething short which •ould convy-t: the "'hole i dea. of the book. and 11 His 
WsJeaty ' " lankees 11 was t.ile re81llt . The publishers were very much against 
it. ancl asked f'or alt...""08,tives . I sent th81!l a list of God- awf'ul things 
1,hat I kne\T they wouldn ' t acce:>t -- 11 Red 1'lows the .l!'u.na,- Tide " and so on 
- - and they were gU\d to f'.ll _bf<clc on "H •. M. Y. 11 They admit now that it is 
perfect. -i, : t. 

With regard to the ''Pied Piper" . Lord Tweedenmtt andi!William 
1llackwood were olr" frier,d,. "'l'h,, corre<>-oOTldArl fremt"lntly, l.llld when BlA-ck:vrood 
,l)rOi)O&ed to briDt; out a dozen of et..rly tales in book: form he mentioned 
it to Tweedamuir. I can•t reme-:1ber now which one s~.ested a foreword; I 
rather think it was :Blaclcwood. '.i'treedsmuir hr folloued the tales as they 
&!)-pee.red in Blaclcwood 1a Magazine. end early in 1938 had written George 



-?-

JJlQ.ck";;ood aOKing 11 tl'HO h tlu, acu1rabl• ll8Jl wri ti~ Nova ~cotia ts.le!' for V.aga ? • 
HlaclC\"ooG gr.ve hi•l my ad_,, rHa and ther-after whenever I hkcl written aouacthing 
he liked I ruceived a chsr,int'~ not< fro, hl-1 . You can guesa what this moc,nt to 
a etr-.ig.:~li!ll~ writer whose 11 terary future r.J.a obscure to e,v the le st. 
I wi::s not tne only- one he helped, e.nG Canadiu. Lttere loat a atcut friend when 
'!'weedsmu.ir died. 

1"y new nnvel ia called "Roger ";udd.en11 and ih cantr, 1 che.racter h 
a young ll:nglisu ..:acobite, exiled. ~te:- t~e •nrt,1-!'ive, wlio COMea to Bova 
Scotia st the founding of' &e.lifnx and thereafter uroceeda to mAke A for\une 
in devi ous and astonishing ways . 1•.1e boo.«:, ends at Louisbour~ with the Bi~• 
of ' 58, the cli?BU :,f the decade of rivalry with Halifax, and of couru t e 
first ste:::, in the ,conquest of Canada. As yo:J. know, Halifax is uniquo aii.ongst 
E:r:lglish cit1ee in North A.1!1erica in that it 11ra11 fOllDded by decree - -" sp»inging 
full- ;::ia:rioplie fro"!. the brow of JoTe" -- and i h first people ware not 
oli ttcal or reli~ious outcasts nor soldiers dischar ;ed aftt.r wara but simple 

tow:urocm , :oat o them tron Lonn.on - - th ooverty-stric'lten London of tb.e 
::ii ·,:Cl e.1.ght ent'h contu:ry. Thi11 book attem"t:,s to describe their stru&gles 
and aufft::rings ( one-third die' in the tirst yCLr) and t:1e ,ep:1nninga ot thei r 
eTolution into and thrltating colonhts -- which 1:181'J'ls trio 
·ceeinning: of' the l!!n(tlieh l!larch acro99 Canada • . And concurrently, in its 
glim;,ses of Inriian life &nd the lite of Louicbourg, it to dd&Cribe 
the !Allure .,~ 'll"re-tc~ -.o-e!' •nd 1.91f'lll8'TlC9, J 1Te touched O'l the C&UIIH of 
tne ~~aion o! th. Acadia."l~ , bu.t the ex.]Ula1on i tsclf is tre,pted only 
br1efl,r - - t'le tJUbJect bas been written to de,t.th b a host of writora 
beginnin,< :rl. t Lon.;ft.:llow. Aa far -:ta JO&"ible I •v• aToided t?1e usual 
thin...;e - - td.e .>attles betwe ... n r:31coc.ts en, whl tecoBta snd so on - - snd tri e~ 
to give a ,gliin.pse behind the 3C3l'le~, the tnding practices, the 1,1.1act ot 
the n,:?W co-..liltr.r on t.."ie Coc'cnoy :n1n: . the do'll'lT chl>~irtg &ttitiule of the 
Ind.lane, the various other t!,i~"! r.lich eo po erf'u.1.1:, '1.ffected the cou.r1o• 
ot J!l8tters milite.ry. 

'!°hi" b~o'" ,;-•111 be -.;ibl hhed by ... oubled. y '"'loran Co·1 'f'IJ$ and will 
&fo!:'E..J on t .. e boc,katwlda naxt vctobar. 

All ot which is a vary lon_:- winded repl.7 to yo r qu.eetiona ,md 
l'.l'G.ch too conc..,,rned nth 11 I'' for DlV likinr. BelieTe it or not I don ' t like 
to talk abJU.t f'\YS6lf - - not fro,; &..'V mere •ode~t:, bu.t b,•cause I am 
au:,erctitioue on tlu:l.t point . In l:!J' bra.sh young ~lay's I toun'l that wheneTer 
rq to~-ue Wbe pleased with re , f..ei.¥ 1''1rt1.:..ne re:t.Chod down from the sky and 
~oto Me with a brick. I l med -bout brceging tr<m •er J 

Sincerely, 
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