


Wh.Je in. I/al.if.ax 1tecmtl11 I bou# ih.e lcde/Ji 
ed.ULan. 4 1/alilax• Ww,den. ai ih.e Nanih.. l 'd 
baug},.i ih.e ew,}j_,n on<; in. 19:JS ulu..le 1Lv.LJ19, 
in. 1/ali/ax and lcdeA 4en_i .U io ih.e V eieA.OrUI 1 

IIMp.ua) in. Lon.don /01t ih.cilt li.bltM!f• I 1teal4 
en.joyed ih.e updaii_ng. 

I h.we a 'lf'e/Jlion io Mk - hope !fOU can h.elp. 

111!f 40n (ulw 14 a lOWtJeA in. 1/alifax.) and I we,,,e 
ial'wuj about Benjani.n. F1t.an'di.n - uJw4e /tevo~ 
liona1ty en.ih.u4i_04m 1-4 being 'lf'e/Jlioned in. 4ome 
CUMen.i 4ch.ala!t.4\i_p - and ih.e fad th.rd a 1t.ecen.i 
boo', in.di_ccde/J ih.cd on hiA death. h.e le/i f"'OpeA±g 
in. Nova 5 coii_a io hiA 4011. Th.e wUJ. llKl<l dn.Olln. in. 
1788. 

Since Nova 5 coi.La, al. ih..a.1. ii.me, wad a much. 
lan~en pl.ace i_i ,wu)d help, be/01te 4~ a 
4ea1tch. 4 1teco1td4, io locali3" ih.e hoJdi.nr;. Do 
gou l,,,,,,v 4 any 4uch. land4, aquu,ed bg F1t.an'di.n 
and in.h.MUed by hiA 40n 0/t aih.eM, and uh.ene ih.ey 
Welte loccded. 

I 1ve en.clo4ed a po4ipaid, addA.eMed envelope. 
Th.an"4 /01t. uh.cdeven you may h.ave 



Mr. W. E.Kelleher , 
7 Hearth Crescent , 
Kitchener, Ontario . 

Dear l~r. Kelleher, 

July 20, 1974 

In t he research for my historica l novel "His 
Majesty ' s Yankees" I made a brief' note somewhere about the Phila-
delphia associa;es , i ncludi ng Benjamin Franklin, and their spec-
ulation i n Nova Scotian l and s prior to the Amer!can Revolution. 

Dalhous i e Univers ity Library acqui red my manuscripts and papers 
last Fall , and t hey are now in the Special Collections room on 
the f i fth floor , · 

In 1765 Franklin and hi s l!hiladelphia assoc i ates sent young Anth-
ony Wayne (afterwards famous as a soldier i n the American Revol-
ut ion) t 2,_survey l ands in Nova Scot ia , Franklin was then Deputy 
Postmast; ueneral for North America and had a lot of influence in 
London, At t he same time Governor Wilmot of Nova Scotia was giving 
large grants of Crown land to people with just such influence . 
Consequently i n 1765 the Nova Scotia government granted 200 , 000 
acres t o 14 persons in Phi ladelphia, usually known as the Phila-
delphia Company, This huge grant included what i s now the west 
part of Pi ctou County and the adjoining part of Col chester County, 

The main condition of all these Crown grant s was that a certai n 
number of peopl e must be settl ed on the land within a gi ven time, 
The Philadelphia Company first sent s ix families from the regi on 
of the Pennsylvani a- )1.aryl and boundary . They sailed from Philadel-
phi a in May 1767 in a ship called "Hope•, and after a call at 
Halifax they r eached Pi ctou harbour on June 10 , Only four of these 
families remai ned at Pictou, those of Robert Patterson, Dr, J ohn 
Harri s , John Rogers and J ohn McCabe , I n 1771 they wer e joined 
,by a few more families from Philadelphia , but by thi s t i me the 
Company wer e looki ng for people elsewhere, They i nduced a number 
of Scots to settle in the vicinity of Pictou . These came di rect 
from Scotland in the shi p "Hector• in 1772 , the beginning of a 
mi grat ion whi ch f inally settl ed Scots in what are now Pictou, 
Ant1goni sh and Inverness counties . 

When Benjamin Franklin reversed his hitherto zealous loyalty to 
Britain i n 1774 he was deprived of his D,P,G, job, and that was 
the end of hi s i nfluence i n London, The Philadelphians who r emained 
at Pi ctou were openly pro-American i n the early part of the Amer-
can Revoluti on , and gave active help to the rebel s who besieged 
Fort Cumberland ("Beause jour") in Cumberland County, They managed 
to retai n their propert ies , however , My guess i s that Benjamin 
Franklin transferred his Nova Scotia l and to his natural son 
William, who was a Loyalist , al though so far as I know William 
never lived in Nova Scotia , 



~ r. W, R,Keileher, 
r-Hsa,rth Crescent , 
Ki tchen:~o, 

Dear Mr. Ke l lehe , 

Most 
Li brary Uniye s ity, in f7 0~ 

July 20 , 1974 



- 2-

You will find most of this in the History of Nova by Beamish 
Murdoch , Volume 2 , pages 449 ,454,462 , .512 , .513, and .514, 

Si ncerely , 
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