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Dear Joa: 

Dec8111bar 6 , 1971 

I haYa not seen the book by R.F . Marx, and I do not have a complete 
list of wrecks on Sable Island, by any means. Posaibly there was a ship 
named "Aurora" wreaked there in 1777, bit I doubt very much if the survivors 
found on the island "•even Negro women vho had been wracked sixteen years 
earlier on a French ship. 11 '!hat means that t he Franch ship was wrecked in 
1761. 

There 1• an aulentic record of a wreck in the early months of 1761. She 
was a transport carrying a number of soldier• or the 4Jrd Regiment fr~ 
Quebec to Halifax. They were 1n charge or Colonel ( or Major 1n another 
account) Elliott of that regiment. They manabed to get aahore, and for shelter 
they built a number of huta from the Wreckage. They also salvaged a good deal 
or stuff I which was left behind 1n the h'ut• when the:, were rescued from the 
island later on. In a paper read before the N. S. Historical Society in 1884, 
ez@itled 11 Ship1 of War lo1t on the coas t of Nova Scotia and Sable Island 
dur ing the eighteenth century", s.D. Maodonald stated:- "At Sable Isl an1 
some years ago a tempe1t completely removed a sand hummock, exposing to view 
a number of small housea built from the timbers of a venal. Thoae, houaes 
were found to contain, besides many articles of ship's furniture, stores 
put up in boxa•, bales of blankets, quantities of military ahoea, and among 
other articles a braH dog collar on which waa engraved the name of Major 
Elliott, 43rd Regiment. ;tt waa afterwards ascertained that the tranl'port 
carrying thia regiment to Halifax after the siege of (fuebeo was wrecked here, 
bJ.t the n&PJe vaa not mentioned. " 

It 1a poHible that the Negro women in a French •hip· were wreaked on the 
island l at er on 1n 1761, after Elliott and his men had been rescued. But 
they could not have remained 16 years without diacovery. The government 
surveyor J • F. W. DesBarre• spent a considerable tiPle on the island and arourxi 
it, taking soundings and !lleaaurementa for the exoellent map of Sable Island 
which he included in hia Atlant.J.c Neptune, published in 1766 tnd 1767. He 
showed, 1n pen-and-wash drawing•, picture• or the ialand 1n profile fran 
the north and the aouth, with all the principal hills and f eatures 
named .- "Mount Knight, The Naked Sand Hilla, Evana Cliff, Mount l uttrell, 
Gratia Hill, Fhtrance to Pond, Vale of Misery, Snith•e Flagataff, Ram Head, 
11 etc. In •hort, he and his men covered the island very thoroughly. 

Another British surveyor, Captain Montre•or, also covered the ialand very 
thoroughly •hortly after DesBarres, for in 1768 he published a map of his 
own, and gave name• of hi• own to the island features and the various 
arxl. camp• hie men used or found there: - "Sand Hille, South Tent, D.tmplin 
Hilla, Last Inlet, Riohea Houle, The House, Brandy Point, Snoky Tent, Seal 
Tent, New Tent, Irish Tent." 
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If there were any oaataways on the i s l and at t hat t ime he or 
woul d have found them. 

While t he i sland wa1 not inhabited until the 
ot the fir•t l ifesaving station 1n 1801, Sable was v1a1t ed ! r equen~ by 

hunt ing seal1 and walrua, and by various 1ea- scavenger s hoping 
t o f ind loot from These people eomet imea built hut , and wintered 
there , which -rriay account t or eome ot the 11 t ent a " andn hou1e1 11 noted by 
Mont reaor. ' 

In 1774 Governor Legge ot Nova Sc0ti a "gave pe,m.1asi on t o Michael Flani gan 
t o on the Isle or Sable , t oget her wit h four other persona he 1hould 
t ake wi th him , on condition that they shoul d help any who mi ght be shi p-
wreoked there. 11 

So Marx •• story about the Negro WCI01en doean 't t it the tact, i n any wq. 

I have a bluepr int oopy of the map made by Donald ago, ahoving 
the and positions of known all around the i sl and , together 
with dat es. I cannot f ind "Aurora" on it. Howeve r J ohnson ' • list i a by 
no means complete or accurat e , evan though it 11 baaed on a nap made by 
&iperintendent Bout1ll1er of the U .t eaav1ng many betoN . 

The s tory ot Sable Ial and before the year 1801 i i l ar gel¥ a myat ary, vith 
eome l ight heN and there, l ike the wreck and reecue ot Elliott 
and hi e men. I t' • a myat eey that has f ascinated ma ever since I epent a 
year ther e myselt , half a century ago. 

Drop 1n. same t ime . and I .'ll show you some anap1hot a or the i sland 1n my 
t ime there, and one or t wo interest ing 

S1ncsre]¥, 


