
By • • tewart , • • • 

Other writers have deseri ed the history of al housie 
I dical chool , a_nd I shal l make an eff ort to su arize 
briefly some of the present fe ntures uhich are ·wort y f 

note, and t o outline uture pl ans. Before doing so , I 
wish to ay tribute to my redecessor, ean I . • r ant, 
whose wor k 

\~~~kM f or alhousie ~dical chool ff~~ or more 
t han twenty years did so much t o shape both t he present 
and f uture of t his institution . I t was l ar ely t hr ough 
his efforts that t he -1edical chool was saved f rom being 

closed during t he depression of t he 1930 ' s . He carried 
the Medical 'chool t hr ou :r the stormy years of warti ri e 
when t 1e staf f was depleted and the teachin .ro r a e 

accelerated . inally in t he huee burden of t he lar e 
classes of veterans and at the sa e time t e inflation 
which robbed t e Ledical .:> C1ool f uch of its income . 
urin .is t erm o office alhousie -edic !\ l chool rew 

• in st re net in spite of the act th t it had t o '\'leat her 

one storm after another . 
a l h usie University as t he only r:edical chool 

in t :ie f our Atl ntic r ovinces . r:ost of the youn men 
an ' wo en of these f ur provinces ,;,1ho elect to study 
1edicine do so at this Universi ty •. he population of 

t . e fo ur provinces is approximately one million , ei .ht 
hundred t usand, and is owin more r apidly t han at 
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any tie tn una i an i s t or y. ere sees lit tle uest i on 
t her ef r of tle nee or t his 'aculty of 'e icine t o 

e ucate t he sons and da u r ters of ur resi ents an to 
rovi e ost t he __ ysic i ans who r1ill serve t hese f ur 

pro vi ces .in uture years . , c:nestion rirl. ht vell be 

a sked, wever, a s t o hoi 1 r e t he r:e • i cal 0chool should 

be to eet t hese de nds . 

e 1edical f' chool a s been limited in nize in t e 

past primarily by t1e c pacity of the l abor atory facilit ies 

i n t e · ba s ic science epart ent s. ~-:edical ciences 

Buildi. constructed in 1923 to provide l boratories in 

Physiolo , armacology and Bi ochemistry, was desi ed 

to house sixty stu ents. .e atholo y I ns t t ut e, enlar ged 
to its present s ize in. t he sa e year , n.l so provide f or 

s i xt y students in one l aborat ry shared by atholo and 

Bactcriolo . . All oft. ese _aborat ories and t hose of 

n tomy and ·--icro-Anatomy in t e Forrest Bu.ildin , have 

been (:~har ed since t heir construction by t e two faculties 

of •edicine and entistry. Or i inally t he i.vision was 

f i ty edical an ten ental students i nt e fi rst year 
cl as s . fte r forld 1"lar II addition 1 f acilities were 

ded to accommod te ten more students in each ft e 

l bor tories and a total of seventy students ave been 

a itted to the two f aculties , usually f iftt-ei ht medical 

d twelve dental. 



No one an yet w·or~ ed out an exa ct f .· • . ula fo r 

estin tin · how many physicians are nAe 0d to r rovide 

a ·e uat e ser vices to a iven populati on . However , 

t _ier e a r e oma cr ite i a 1: ic gi.ve a r ou0 a proxi11ati on . 

m 0 r at i o o_ popul tion per ysic:.i. an i n the three 

1ariti 1 e P ovi:nces was one d ctor or e.very 1232 ersoos 

i n 1911 f nd it is to ay one d ctor f r every 1280 er sons . 

~6-"I.He\.-lf~"'4J~f .... l~ :t~-, e .. i.w,ith-"\..:t,he-,~o 'wlait--ion- -Pm-ft • 

In rovi'ing physici s we 1· ve barely kept pt:1 ce wit h the 

r o'\l.tt,h f t e opulation . Ta in i nt accou t thi s r atio, 

t he esti mate i eal r atio _ eneral pr actiti ners to 

populat ion ., the prop rti f al1ousi s t u ent s who 

ret .ai.n i n the r r i time • . ov inces an . :e rfoundland , the 

umber 

here , t ~e 

ac'!ua tes 
in ·owth vv 

rom thcr universities ·1 1 settle 

populat ion, an vari us ther f actors, 

it has been estimat ed 1~ at a minimum sixty- ive r:nedico.l 

,r adu.=1.tes per year woul bo re ,uire • r om al ousie 

Uni er sity to r:.iee t the needs f this area . 

onstl"'uction as just been completed n a 11ew 

building t ouse the clinical depar§ments f a l arger 

Faculty of entis try . her e can be n uestion o t e 

need r this expansion, since these_ ur provinces have 

the~ orst r a tio of populat i on t dentists of any re i.on 

in anada . -,'nr l lments in entistry will o up .from. 

twelve to at least twenty-five st udent s per year tithin 

t e next f ew years . ~ince t he b:1sic science t r aini of 

the dental students i s i ven in t 1e aW l abor ator ies of 
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t he e ical Sc ool it is o vious th t n onlnr cment of 
1:s 

t hese l ,.bora t or i es ~ -!1:4 "'~ e uire t t ... e care of t o 
ex nndi~ 
e p i1de(i enroll nt in entistr y a s well as t e pro osed 

nla r er1cnt i n r:e icine . :e r e t her·efore l nnin..:.., to 

e p'nd our f ac.:.liti es c s r· pi dly as poss i ble to take 

care of seventy-five ·11edic and tuenty-five ental 

<, tudents t or a tot a l 

class . 

one 1undr ed in the irst year 

o He ave t e clinical facilities to t r ain a 

L, ger c ass of edica l c-, tu ent.s? 1 e nns11er i"' an 

un .ua lified yes . Alt u Halif i s not a very l ar e 

city, t e onpital .. i ser ,,e as re e r al centr en or the 

r ince of ·Jova Scoti a . 

oft. e p t ient s a t t he 

ppr oximately orty or cent 

ctoria encr al .ospi tal are f rom 

areas outside Hali~ax ity or ounty ~ 1 0 ut it another 

lY" Y , approximate! ten per cent of ·, 11 p -tients hospitali zed 

tr u hout I ova Sc ti a are eferre t o Hnlif ,. ospitals . 

A c nsi erabJ.c proportion of patient s re also re erred to 

t he hil r en ' s Hos pi tal nd the r a ce I uternity Hospital 

f rom _reas utside t e fali_ a....x re i n . These teachin 
t he 

10spi t a ls therefore screen x 1 re dif i c u'l t patients from 

a populat i n f appr xi tely 700 , 00 . 

cent f the tota l pat i nt days of o..,pit 

3ixty- .four per 

c .re in t he 

Tictoria nor 1 Hospit·l are for ·war d atient s w are 

un er t e care • t e act ive st aff j i.ntly appointed by 

t e Universit y and Ios pit 1 . Alt,hou ther teachin 
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hospitl'l.ls in .., _nada. n y e consi or a ly l ar er , - hey 

.o not have s ni 1 c.. atio o pati ents i n t h t e .:ic i n0 

units . c.1 1 u ~i e U iver sity is sec n onl y t t e 

Unlvcrsity- o T r onto int c n e of >Ubl.:. ·-m 

t acl: i ne be s ava i l bl e to stu (mt f; . e op . r tunity 

r c_inical e _ erience or 0ur s tu _ nt s is t ere re 

V n e uate . ,. t._er , or e t 1e opp rtun ·.t y f or Q a uate 

t r a i ni r:,· in t he specia lti es is a lso exceptional. 

ueh i t is n1 y ...,. ew years since a , ' t i ns 

P ve been ma e t t e ict oria ,., nera • losp:i.tal , t ' e 

Ghil .r e n ' s Ilospit 1 , an the r a ce -~- tt"tr ity Hospital, 

all these , the Ha i I n r mary i,rill be en1ar i 

their acilities Hit 1i n t c next ew year s . 

I t is clear t here.for e that the bottle -nee in 

ex anding the class is not in t ... e clinica l de artments, 

but i n t he basic science l abor atories, and the correction 

of this problem is now well under way . o ye· rs a o 

the Departments of Physiolo y, h rrna colo y nd Bi ochemi s try 

ave one of the finest ill us t r ations o co- oper ative work 

in r e- desi nin their teachin and research f acilities. 

i'a c epartment He~d since the buildin was constructed 

ha his own te.a chin l aborat r y for seventy st udent s. 

The three '.l,aboratories differ ed m rkedly in esi n, 

particularly i·dth renpe ct t • the laboratort benches and 

other e ui p rient . The t ree f;Jrofessors decide t hat with 



carefu pl anning they cou d .esign a l a or atory bench 

that 1.rould e s at:.sfuctory· to a l l th ee de par tments . 

<:! l a tive l y . e, c lu.nges Nere nec0s a ry in t 1e chedulin -

of cl asces to .,e:?.--mit one l o.o r ato r-y to • e use ~ by a l_ 

t 1roe dcp ·tme11ts .. _ 'f of the exis tin'-" l a ornt o·. ics 
had 
_a:ij0, t 1ereJ. ore be!\ re-- esi !'l'nt , eac 1 to h use f ty-

ei ht stt~dents , a tot al o7 ni n t1..-si:: . e y 'fill 

oper ·l te simul • c ne usly and they uill e uoe or all 
curse ' in Physiolo y , Bioc 1emist ry and a: lacol , • 

!hi s eleased the "' n.cc tl ic. \ as • ornorly u""ed by 

t he l ubor ei.tor y in P 1.Ar macol a c thi 9 rn.s een re-

tlcsigned to pr ride f tu· f r ices and r·ost1arc _ ato i es 

i r t e st~f nem ors . Since esear ch t s an essent i al 
par t oft e worl. of t _e Uc ical Sc ol t 1is increase in 

has 
facilit i es wil,l r eatly improved .ur opportunity r btaininv 

1i • ly uali ·ied r ersonnel , an i p ovin.:... the utput f 

./ith t 1e ·tr ns fer of t e D ntal ~ch ol t o 5. t s new 

buildin · a f e 1 weeks :::ig , pl ans were made es 

i: • t h i n t e I r_•es t Bui l i hi u will e cm pl ete . this 

SU ,_e • he Jop~- t • nts of An t ot:1y ._nd -~icro- anat my-

tlill en_a g~ t ie:ir teachiag • ac litic~s a n r s earc :1 facilities 

to take "' re o:f ne hu dr e 1:>e ieal and dent 1 stud ,nts and 

to piovide research ,U , • te s or l ar er st f . m e only 

ot e d pn1"t11 en ts .quirin new a rter·s ar e tho se f thol o . 

and Bact e ··iology ic located i n the Patholoey - n ,t i t ut e . ·1 a e 
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he Go e rnnent of nova Sc ot i2. ha s nppr ove.~ a n a j_ t;ion 

t o t hi s bui l i • ,.,. 1,-1 ic h , ri. 11 r or e t a ri oubl e t ·1e s_ze 

of b.e I n~titut e . .ie ri l inclu c ei,; t e a c 1i n 

l abo a t o r ies and l e ctlff'e l:'O file::! R " trel i 11cret: r.rn 

r c s e:1rch - <- c i lit i cs o_ b th o~ thee., e po. r tn cnt • 

- t. is oped t b~t t i • bu.i. dine w-i l • e ~-v· i l a l e wii~h! v-;. in a 

. ese 

e:-cpanded f acili tie Jil l t ake c ar e o l a.r ear s t udent cla sses 

shoU:.d 1eet t uee s _o t 1 .,duc ntion of l! ed ical 

stu ents i n t cse _ u pr vince _o a. nu rt er of ear s . 

r.1Us • b _ emph" si zed .1 1:,;ever , t 1at t P I rovis:I.on of 
will meet 

a ditio .al facilit i es I or t .e o'·u ' • r r 11 t, s • • no '· :(; a 

OI t h requirement s . Ad0 ed. ..., t ar ·1· 11 1ave t 

on t c t a i t e n -w cl a ses , and '' uc.1 -.:i:~s on 10 c • n i ; 

be obt a · cd t day unl e ss .;;earch ,. e.cilit ie :3 t r·.., a lso 

pr-ovi ~ed . :m a d i t i n t t he ~,fod ical J c i e cea B il in . 

1ill the re ore be eq Led , not n y t pr v i cle f r tho 

asic s ci n e a t nents:, t t i nc u c re se ~rc . f aci l ities 

f r the clinical de qrtments f i dicino, .;;.>U ery , Obstetr ics , 

aedia t r i cs , e t c . 1 e .:.mi te l i . Q exne • ,anc ( > .. t e 

-,o ··rest Buil .... in0 wi l al s a " i t ccssa ry t look f' r 

a- -·t iona l cuar ters 

l a tively· nca _ut ure . I n ac ( _tio nrn, nr s a e tinua l l y 

r 2de • t he !,1c iccl ,1cho 1 • or t 1 e tens on f t r ain· 

pr g r a . .. s i n field s :1 ic ... ar•e ela t e t 

ex ample , there is corwi erabl pres r · 

:e i c i.n, . ' r 

i- t he 'evelo~ ment 



_1e ... linica l .. a ili ' • e .. i tl o n u i.,.< abili t c."~i n C ntre are 

t pe. it t . t .r ini J s ue poopl e in a i ax . 

1' i-u5.r -,d 1 01' GUC1 P. SC:1 
,. 

: :i.s vcr 

•a .u .t y cu. Jent·· ct ry Hou .t lke 

i..:l so 1,0 c ev l0p a • :.. 0 0 .. arn ,(J r ... .. a. i n~.nL hygienists . 

.1. • .1 s pi tal i surance oe;:ran ·:ie 1 i l .. ·e uire t;.~e t r a ining 

o a iru .1 lc .... r ,·er mr~1be~ f s enior nu: ·ses , so.tic o •Fh -m • y 

ta.qJ s 1 r:h t :c,1i i._0 i n t 1e Dal oLs ie [Jcho l _,... Ilur s·· . • , 

prnse nt l y l <J catr.:> -i n v ry i n . ec;: ate <;na tens i r. t ho 

:)~ lhousie Pu __ .:.c 1 ·:.• 1th l inJ.c . 

i __ Ol l.G s t1i 1 ave t be 

.,e t i.1 h .~utur e co ·~t ucti n pr r: a t~ . e . 

t:o t 1e :1ocli cc - ) n <- 1 Li r nr y ,;i l l Al o e ne eded to v l de 

anc oo ·::; . 

Le ;:,_ ·ins a s :ttl t he 1n at ·· n o the p 1j!S ic , l . ant. , 

1 g r <.'.J.li "le in I ahould lL e t o cm .ent ()l'l t 1e teac 

al :r ields i c udi nr; pr - rl!e l:ical , • ca.1 , :i.ntern , __; u uat e , 

and p st er a u tc 1 ie l ds . 

re - . e ical equ i :r·ert1ents Wf-T'e in(., reo.se a e1-1 

-:> ·•or.'! two yoa s t t 1roo year s . A1 oxi uately a 
s t udents .ow ente in)' ·-7odi i ne ha ve n Bachel ... •s e l. ee , and 

1e.lf t heir ur years _ uni re s it, y t :ra ini . r t rec years 

.tol l m-rin se:nio1" n tric ulat ion . 1 a i t ion C ses re 



or 
_ r t h .. r ,..t a rt -i.n t. h c ,d."'t , .4-~ 1 H· n .rd t .i. ... s . al l is e, 

t 1-.::. r 11s i c al • .h· 1. i 

.ucn.t · .. i 

a ver of si.c . e ~ s . 

of t _ o p .. of r ,; "'11 e ur es r i b · 

di ri e into t ru: 

nn.1 nen , n •• si , l y 

1av b . n • mpletely 

,.1er ·· 1 <ants in edi ca l 

. e -'-· ... t 1G ovisi n 

e 1' a ·u t ,,r a s 

r cra t i 1 wtt· 

r • a r • a t i vely 

S 10 f t !O e W W :.. .s 

i . to r al .,art 

y ~a r i s n w 

n e l ·l ren 

uec s . 1 i t ervcL ne v,e '-'k el pses t e examinat i ons 

a e '1el d n IJ N el'fl er a l .' brua ·y . . n thi3 f i:t>st yea r t 1e 

e. pha.,,1. a s eon c nside r a bl y c ha11 e • b be :Lnnine , i t 1 

Bi oc 101:lis t r y a s a r<1a j or ,~u ject in t lt;; f irst :.w t "'i os'ters , 

,dt 1 .\ atot y 1 d hys •. loe;y G- ddu l • y • nc t:a 5i 

year , 

t ac i ng 1 as ee· as;3 • .; 1. t o i t .. rd • p= r tm t al co- per ative 

·e· ohing.. 1c s t td cnts ~e:e a __ e ,r po.tients • n Jch ., . i. st year 

to 0 ive them some ndication f the application of t he sc i ences 

,hich they re studying . is teaching i s arrnnged~ by 
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.ci. n..., t ! • hir n~l .!. r,urt.1 

ep=1rtments 

a :o th,.:: everse 

.) U!' ery, 

. ar t uents . 

t r a nin 

.;:; v :n :: 1/. -. .1e c r ses 

S t ' 10 

tw mo,t.hs ne 

o.m n , t .t1 V' i U'::, 

ur i n<.7 t .is yeai an . 
bedside 

,., m. :; ., nll .f Lis t, :l ue L ~po .lt, in :-1 S' .ita ,, t,.,::l_ hing • 
V 'tfV" • ·•~ , ... ..,...xtl~o !Jr i ·e r:1 S I• 

' \J C n di i e icnl SC. ol , .1ou s ie 

S t 'i l retai l'3 t "'J:! 
, ... ... Y· a .. i ~.i°j~ ' S .. i ·ofor e gr.~n ti • t .e J. 1 _ r 

e re .• t i:1. ,. <lo . ::0 not p . ac u De i ca l s t, 'en s at a 
•• l t . t ' i sa van a.go fnn .e •• ne .f o ., . r s c .10ol s Hh _ ecei ve 

J r 
t 1e e: ami nati ons ., t 1 . .od icn "' u.1 ·L o • natl,.., . r 
s~u ents o t.a n t h0 egl."'ee anr t 1 Licentiat e at t, i:10 5' 1e 

t i .e . ':' e nl lt id t a t. on ·.s on t } :i.r c 1 ice ospita 

J. Or tn~er ns 1ip . 

including what a.rec nsidered to be t he most suitable tea ching 



i; e 

i:.e .i.•fw1.,11.lt • G qui ·,e convlnCI.){ rk .t a b laced 

Y a 

. v• p ·1si ilit, .. 
u 1 i; c r s .i.t.y t:1 r_c 1- • .. , · t.v l ,,... r ' - ,, ..L 

,.. f'p e 5.alt/ ie ,ls. D 0 f 

: u , • rr~. ornents 

h 

cont 1u.in"-' ,l ' 5.c o., eclu at i o· pr act ·.t:1. e s ., 
.l. t 1e ur 

t,la ut i . P: ,)vinces 1V1f:-) nl c; h-...,e, . ,"t '.! c e~)ted , .S fl. ~y 

".' ii0 It~c i 2.1 Sc ., J U'.'" i r. c'" t '10 Ja, r.;ev,~·. y :11 nrs . e .t. .L . . 

Be ·ore 

ha . been 

in opera tion for more than thi.:ty years, ut this has been 



s .ort co r sos for 

ti .s , e <: t ures, 

cw::-, . r ·ati or s -~n:.. c inic" w d 1.: .t v :i r · us ce . t r t tr u hout 

'' 

F cu t v o J 

nsorec ini ·i ~~ly bJ ti~ 

b 

8 c • cties o • 1e f o , • / tl.::.ntic 

,~,"' .. -t .. ... ,. • "' .. ""-T 

!(¥~ l. -1:' f · 

-· lin 

r • .. 11.s pro-

J. J.oec: 

t h - ,-
l 

,e Provi .. ci l 

' . n J. ,., 

t 

1aD o en 

• 
• cl ment 

f .,r t. :ttu e 

medical 
l.'t'l ys 

i red 
.,. 
V n '1 i :stTA·t e resp ns l ility 

r tea,; h.~ , r s earch , 



,., 
' 1 c -~•,,, ·- ...,.. , 

• h ·i c . .. - - .. ..J 

t'.! l ~ P:,·criL~:·r a ·_; ·i o ,l :;r · 1r.r . 
us to a 

es, 

i · tten · s r.:s_? nsi ble 

1od:Lul s ch~ 1 s i n "anada 

Iu '·.c1 ne t .n :i 

m 1st of 

ono 

T _l f;J.ct .: t 'C ·ou d. not • e 

I!l !'€ t.:.l' 11 

t, e 

e uca tion , t he oper ation of t he alh usie 

edi c· l 

11.c I- e alth linic, 

and vari us t ner services are not , included in these figures . 



T . 

.... ,, c, .. .. ··-~ _...,.:i:•on ,C :c~ ) ..--· nces l, 1 ;..., · r~., , ;;;., ., 

, , 
J. ... )e a1 ·,/ ,r .._,; (311 · ~Jl., ,_ ( ). 

,~ 1.y~i cians 
T 

...; . ..... J • 

. onp. e .\ . 

cone rion ; 

s 
-,,. 

.. , 1ri, o a i':f¼• S\ . i: :· (:~_en . . j J a e; • 1>< <.~y {1 : . ca.: t< • ates 

for· a m ." .. sion t ::e l c:tnn th t, i i ! c all. r,c:r · 1 o -;--. h iiit; 1l y t~uali f ied 
whm ave a 

gr up of can _dates : T r el · tive.l y b> r:iall f a :ll u:t"'e • a , i n • .edicine . 
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.1e .uality of our s tudent s recei.ved special co endation 

r om t 1e Survey team t .is year . e hcve clinical faci lities 

for tea.c in u 1ich ar e secon to none i n anada in t 1e affili ated 

hos it ls . ·he phys ical ac i i t i es in t 1e r. edical chool 

l abor a-tories are sti l l very inade u te , ut are bein i t proved 
as r api dly s poss ible. n:'he resenrc pro ramme s at t he 

U i ve r sity have increased i n the l a s t fe ·1 years more tha n 

four f ld, both i n the number of research ro jects and i n 

the amount f _ unds orthco • ng f r m rI 

or -anizati ns . 1 e ,.enerous sup or t 

nal researc 1 

vernra~nt s f the 

·our tlantic Provinces has been a ssured t carry an appreciabl e 
portion t he c s t of medi c 1 education l··it ut. seri us ly 

burdening .ur s t udents by excessivel y l gh tuition fees, which 
\iOUl c the rt1ise have been necess r y i t he Uedical ;;5 chool 
i-;as to c nt inue . 1at · s been achj eved h s been one by 

:, o:,.' 
• very hi eh dee;r 0e of co-operative a : rt U w i ch no one 

person can ta {e credi t . e Faculty ha.s worked to ether 

on a fine r a r monious basis , and i. t is nl y th1--ou ,h t _e strength 

and co ... o :or ati on o t .e whole 1a culty , b th part- time and 

fu l l -time that future a vances can be made . The s upp rt 
o· t he alur.mi has been most hel p ul. amp inc ntributions 
1ave t aken care of most o. ur im ediate requirements for 

m di ..ficati n t e exi st i n~ • uildin .,.::> . , ny universiti es 

receive a l ar e part of th i r sup ort f rm al umni thr u h 
annual contribut ions , often s. 11 in individual amount, but 

repr esenti 

ii y 

a rer y 1 rl'e • d import ant total . 

express the s i ncere Of e t t we y cont'nue t o 

depend upon th r owin support o/r our a l umni and ot er fri nds 
in t e medi cal pr ~fession so t 1at alhousi e ll:edical ~chool wil l 



, r 

c nt inue to be ne o the utstandin ce t res f L edical 

oduc~tion i n 'anada . 
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